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TO TUB 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 

LORD GRENVILLE, 

&‘c. &:c. s^c. 


MY LORD, 

“ By what political, hy what commercial, 
“ institutions, can the British Parliament best 
“ pnjvicle for the happiness of the people of 
“ India?" was asked by your Lordshij) in the 
House of Peers on the l)th of April, in the 
diseusiioQ of a question in which this im¬ 
portant legislative duty was by some too little 
considered, and by others wholly overlooked. 
It is an enquiry worthy of your Lordship’s 
patriotism to institute, and of the wdsdoni of 
the British Senate to pursue. 

In my view of this interesting subject, after 
twenty-six years residence among the people 
of India, the means Avanting to their happiness 
are tw o-fi)kl. 

Moderation in the rates and collection of 
the land-tax, and 
I 'recdom of trade. 
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DEDICATION. 


To prove the necessity of attention to these 
two essential points, is the object of this pub¬ 
lication ; and I present it to your Lordship 
in the fullest conviction, tliat the state of 
things it describes can only be improved by 
application of the admirable principles* of 
your lord ship’s speech : where, with impres¬ 
sive eloquence, it is shown to be our lirst duty 
to fulfil the sacred obligations of justice to our 
Asiatic subjects, and to restore them to rights 
which our present institutions too obviously 
violate. 

Accept, rny Lord, this public and sincere 
tribute of the respect and consideration, with 
which I have the honour to b«i, 

MY LORD, 

Your Lordship’.s 
obedient and humble Servant, 


Siratford Place, 
•lanuary 31 , 1814 . 


ROBERT RICKARDS. 



PREFACE. 


The delay which has taken place in publishing 
these S|)eee-hes has been occasioned l)y the variety 
and magnitude of the accounts, laid before tlie 
Select Committee of the House of Commons, on 
the part of tlie East India Company. 

The opportunity,from these docuuKUits, to ascer¬ 
tain the real state of tlie Company’s allairs, was 
too unportunt to be hastily dismis.scd; and as an 
impartial examination of these voluminous records, 
which have been brought forward to exhibit all 
the operations of the Company, during a period of 
seventeen years, proves the failure of eveiy expec¬ 
tation of public or private advantage, and affords the 
most conclusive argainent for opening the trade to 
the better management and more vigorous exertions 
of indiCduals, an exposition of these details for 
public revif w was deemed indispensable, and has 
required more time than vvas ex[)cctcd, wlien the 
labour v\as fjr.sl undertaken. 

All the observations on the accounts are col¬ 
lected in the Appendices to the Second Speech, and 
at tlie erd of this volume, iu Fart III If tlicv lie 
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PRKFACE. 


found to justify and strengthen a suggestion for 
relinquishing or abolishing the monopoly, this 
commercial regulation is only recommended as 
secondary and subordinate to a nobler purpose of 
national policy—the prosperity of a numerous 
face of people, whose claims on British justice and 
humanity are more particularly the subject of the 
First Speech and Appendix. 

To improve the condition, increase the happi¬ 
ness, and promote the civilization of the native 
Indians, is all the Author proposed when he first 
submitted his sentiments to the House of Com¬ 
mons, and he now offers them to the Public, with 
additional evidence, to shew, that the accomplish¬ 
ment of those views is compatible with the soundest 
principles of commercial policy, not less than it is 
a duty required of those who have incurred the 
responsibility of governing a vast empire. 

N. B. In some of the printed copies of the Select Committee’s 
Reports, the Third and Fourth are paged, each beginning with 
number 1. In other copies the Third begins with page 355; 
and the Fourth with 415. Where these Reports are referred 
to in this work, as they generally arc, by the first mentioned 
order of paging, the difference should be added to find the 
place quoted to in those copies wherein the last-mentioned 
order'is adopted- 



PART 1. 


FIRS^l^ SPEKCH, 

DELIVKitF.D JUNE 2, 1B13, 

IN A 

COMMITTEE OF THE li llOLE HOUSE,. 

ON I'Hi: RESOLUTIONS FOR RFAF.VVINO THE CHARTER OF THE 
llONOURAUl.E EAST INDIA CUM PAN V. 


MU. CIIAIRM.IN, 

On the great aiul iinportant question before the 
Committee, I solicit your indulgence to the few 
remarks I have to siilnnit. 

The habits of my lil'e having been w idely dif¬ 
ferent from those which qualify for public speaking, 
I .should not presume to inirude mysr-ll' into the 
debaU, did I not think the consideration of the 
question would be benefited by a thorough know¬ 
ledge of iiicts; nay, that a just decision on the Re¬ 
solutions depends more on facts connected with the 
case, than on arguments, or opinions, however ably 
or eloquently di liverc.d. ! he <ibservations I shall 
vcntuie to make arc the rcsull of diligent inquii-ies 
and actual experience in ihe (oiintry for which we 
are about to legislate, a country in which f have 

li 
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passed the best years of my life, and 1 shall never 
cease to feel a warm interest in all that may tend 
to promote its welfare. 

The first and chief point of consideration, as it 
appears to me, is the condition of the inhabitant.s 
of India, the state of its internal government, and 
the means of increasing the comforts, happiness, and 
security of tlie people. Compared with this, all 
other points of tlie question, in my humble esti¬ 
mation, sink into insignificance. The resolutions, 
liQwever, do not touch on this part of the sub¬ 
ject. Whether it has been thought there was not 
time enough to discuss an object of such importance 
and magnitude, ov whether the information hitherto 
collf'ctcd has not been deemed sufficient, I sliall 
not stay to inquire; nor is it my intention to press 
it on the attention of the Committee, further than 
as it is intimately connected with the commercial 
question to which the resolutions arc chiefly di¬ 
rected. 

It must be obvious, that a nation, however rich 
in itself, can derive but little benefit from trading 
with a country of beggars: whicli, generally and 
comparatively speaking, is the state of India, ex¬ 
hibiting a numerous jjopulation spread over a vast 
country of great natural fertility and easy cultiva¬ 
tion, and tilling the land for subsistence ; all other 
means of employment being very limited. There 
are, no doubt, exceptions to this, as to every other 
general rule and position, in tlie great commercial 
tovvift of India, where property is secure, and taxa- 



tioij light: wealth is there acenmnlatcd, and, by 
expenditure, diffused so as to improve tlie condi¬ 
tion, and piomotr the comfort,s, of all the different 
classes of iiihabit.anis. IJut tlic blessings of this 
difl'nsion are reatri(d:e<l to thest; very narrow bounds. 
Owing to the rigour of our licvenue Institutions, 
and tlie (jxorbifant Hates of our laind-'rax, com¬ 
mercial wealth does not in India, as in Europe, 
overllow to the agriculture of the country; it is 
restrained both in its ('xpenditure and inscful em¬ 
ployment. Rich towns, vvfiorc they do exist, arc 
surrounded, at no great distance, by a numerous 
agrieidtund people, dci’iving from cadtivation of the 
land a scanty maintenance for tliemselvcs and their 
families, having little or no surplus produce to ex¬ 
change with the towns, hut vvliat barclv .snllices, 
from the [n’oceeds of its .sale, to answer tlie de¬ 
mands of Government for revenue. The transition 
from the narrow rircle of commercial ;\calth to the 
wide-e.xpanded fields of agricultiira! wretcliedne.ss is 
immediate ; and the great mass of tiie people are 
doomed, not only to a miserable hut to a confirmed 
state of jioverty'—to a state oi' poverty lor which I 
see no remerly but in a very material change of our 
Revenue Institutions in tho.se districts where it can 
yet be eflecti'd, and where it cannot, there is no re¬ 
source for impixn ing the abject condition of the 
natives, but in the freeilom of trade; on which, as 
a consideration inunedialcl;’’ growing out of the 
Resolutions before us, I shall beg leave to exprc,ss 
my seutimeuts, after premising that our Revenue 
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systems in India are founded on a principle adopted 
into tlic political practit;e of our (Government, that 
the Suvari'^ii /x the Proprietor of the soil, and, 
as S' C't, entitled to one-half of ils gross produce, or 
thereabouts This principle, revolting as it is to 
British ideas of property, can be tracked no higher 
than to the Mahomnicdan conquerors of India, 
who, by their exactions, and excessive impositions, 
arc cousidered to liave alrsorhcd the net rent oi 
land in the amount of the tax, and to have annihi- 
laPed the respectable class of landed proprietors 
propcily so called, or to liave reduced them and 
their des;cpn(iants to the degraded condition of cul¬ 
tivators or labourers in their paternal fields^’ 

I'his opinion is founded on there being no trace 
of the same rate of taxation in those countries 
where the Mahommedan arms did not penetrate, and 
where the ancient Hindoo institutions may there¬ 
fore he supposed to have descended unchanged 
from the most remote antiquity. At all events, 
we found this principle established in the countries 
conquered by us from the Mussulmans; and, 
wherever it prevails, the Ryot, or farmer, having 
only the otlier half left to him as his share, from 
which he is to supjdy all his expenses of cultiva¬ 
tion and maintenance, and to save seed for tlie 
ensuing >ear, is reduced to a degree of poverty and 
degrvrdation very little removed, in some districts 
which I have seen, from the condition of savage life. 


Vkle Col. Wilkes on the South of India. 
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Mr. Colr-brook, in his treatise on the husbandry 
of ;,il, .'-ays, that a cultivator at lialf-produce 
is r.'C otr than a labourer in the cultivator’s 
owii li Id, who IS iJHid at the rate of two auna.s 
or ahoii ihioe |n'nce sterliue:, per ditnn. He has 
neiih I 'look nor eupiial suflicient to carry on any 
hut liic most retclied husbandry: he is often 
obli!j;'‘'ii io borrow money at heavy interest, secured 
bv a sjK'Ci.'.s ol mortt>,a«e upon the coming crop; 
aini when it is also remembereil, that this exorbi- 
tan land-tax' of half|>roduce is eoilcetcd, or rather 
exact'd, by a nmnerous estaldislnnent of Native 
S( rvant.s -f, who take a.s tnuch more as they can get 
for tiieniselves, and whose acts the European Col- 
Jec'ior cannot by any means sudicii ntly controul, it 
is liardly possible to conceive a. condition more de- 
plorabl or more adverse to the advancement of 
civilization and prosperity, than that which the 
Rvot of India actually exhibits: he may well be 
des ribed m language lately nse<l by the Honourable 
U rectors, to live all his days on rice, and to go 
half cov't refl witli a slight cotton cloth J for the 
wreiched being here ilescribed ctin afford nothing- 
better. 

■* Viilf ItemarksoM tlie Ilushaiitlry of Bt-ngal, ]>. 102. 

f Tilt- i-oiifluct of our native loveiiue rollcetors is very strikingly 
displayed in llie Report of an lii<piiry iiilo llivir alleged inalprac- 
ti( (is ill the 'I'aiijore district, of wliidi an -alistracl is given in the 
Appendix. 

t Piinted Papers respecting the Renewal of the Company’s 
exclusive Privilege, p. 
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When Government take all but what is barely 
necessary for the support of the Ryot, there can 
be no intermediate proprietor; seciety is therefore 
deprived of the advantages arising out' of a regular 
gradation of ranks; of those natural ties and au¬ 
thorities which serve at once to give strength, ani¬ 
mation, and security, to the vvliole liody, and to 
attach it most effectually to the ruling powei ^ 
it consequently loses the benefits of the expendi¬ 
ture of private wealth, which is the best support 
and stimulus of the labour and industry of the 
poor. A government absorbing the net rent of 
land in the amount of a tax, which leaves to the 
cultivators, for the expenses of agriculture and the 
maintenance of himself, his family, and depend¬ 
ents, only half the produce of his fields, can never, 
by any expedients, supply the blanks and defici¬ 
encies in society, nor remedy the evils, whicli its 
own improvident act has occasioned. A rigid en¬ 
forcement of this principle of taxation must neces¬ 
sarily induce the very worst condition of society 
that can be conceived to exist, viz. a limitation of 
classes to the despots who rule and the slaves who 
obey} and in proportion as political causes check 
the growth of intermediate ranks, the people will 
be found to approach this point of extreme misery 
and weakness. 

Where the sovereign is sole proprietor, and takes 
the fruits of cultivation to this extent, there can*be 
no land in the market for sale; and, if there were, 
capitalists would not buy what was so obviously in- 
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capable of yielding them any return; or if, to render 
these lands marketable, the sovereign proprietor re- 
linrjuish a very small portion of his demand for re¬ 
venue, it IS at best but a short remove from the 
former point. "Ihe field for the employment or 
expenditure of tlie commercial wealth accumulated 
in towns is, by this operation, but little enlarged; 
wnilst many of our most enlightened Indian servants 
have thought, that thus to create a class of landed 
proprietors, allowing them only a modicum of the 
general produce for tlioir own share, is rather an 
aggravation than a mitigation of the original evil 

Though this principle of taxation, dividing the 
produce equally between the Sovereign and the cul¬ 
tivator, be very generally asserted, and even acted 
upon througlioiK the greatest jrart ol India, it may 
.still he urged, that it i.s not very rigorously enforced. 
To this ] should reply, tliat an exact execution of 
it in practice is vilerl}i impossible. In the first 
place, having mvsell made some experimental in¬ 
quiries into this matter, I am led very strongly to 
doubt, whether one half of the actual produce of 
land, taken in a large extent of country of various 
soils and capabilitic.s, (whatever it may be in parti¬ 
cular fertile spots) and in a country, divided as India 
mostly is into small tenure.s, he sufficient for the 
maintenance of the class of cultivators, and the 
expenses of their husbandry. It is, liowever, the 

* Vide Col. Muiiru’s Letter, !5lh Aug. I 8 O 7 , in Aj)jwncli’t to 
Fifth Refioit of tlie .Select Coiiiniiltee on the Aftiiirs of India, 
[t. <143, <M4. 
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share, nominal or real, allotted to the Rvots of that 
country; and its consequence, as noticed !>y Mr. 
Colebrooke and others, is always extreme poverty. 

In the next place, though tliere are accounts all 
over India pretending to show the actual produce of 
every field and garden, and its division into .shares, 
with minute accuracy, I have no he.sitation in as¬ 
serting, that it 7icvcr zvax, and never- can be, accu-' 
rately ascertained * : and if any one will take the 
trouble of calmly reflecting, what infinite variations, 
i« this respect, must necessarily arise in all coun¬ 
tries from soil and climate, no two fields, perhaps, 
being exactly alike; from different degrees and 
means of irrigation ; from changes in season and 
weatiier, neither to be foreseen nor calculated; 
from accidents, such as inundations, tempests, 
droughts, blights, &c.; from the different degrees 
of labour, skill, or capital, employed in the cultiva¬ 
tion ; and from changes from year to year, in the 
articles produced; and still more, if any one will 

• A perusal of Col. Munro’s Letters in Appendin to Fifth Re¬ 
port, p. 745 to 752 , will show how liable all land surveys, and 
accounts of landed pr<idiicc, are to ftaud, error, and arbitrary 
imposition; and also how insufficient the precautions suggested by 
this distinguished collector must ever prove to remeily these evils. 
When Col, Muiiro asserts, that " there is perhafis no Curnum 
(native accountant) who in any one year gives a perfectly true 
statement of the cvtlivalion of his village; and it is only the 
fear of suspension or removal that van make him give such tic- 
counts as are tolerably accurate he only advances what is still 
further corroborated by Mr, Shore (now Lord I'eignmouth) in 
his minute entered in the same Appoiidix, and is indeed consisfen) 
with conuiion ex])ericuee in this department of the revenue. 
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attempt, personally to examine any extensive spot 
witl» a view to ascertain its actual ])ro(lucc, he will 
be fully coiivinceil of the truth of this ])osition. 

Notwithstanding the utter impossibility of framing 
the.se accounts, with sudicient accuracy to make them 
a basis of any thing like a just and equal system of 
taxation, we have been in the habit of trusting to 
them in India very generally i they are the avowed 
groundwork of our revenue t;ollections, on account 
of the ])lausibility with which tin y are framed, not¬ 
withstanding the Indian records contain abundant 
proofs of their lieing a mass of c:rror. Some of 
these rceonls lately printed *, and now on the table 
of this House, contain avow'uls by the liighest In¬ 
dian authorities of the exlrt nie inaccuracy of these 
acc(.iuuts, and how little they are to be i-elied on, 
after the most laborious and meritorious exertions 
of the Company’s ablest servants had been for 
years dt:voted to perfect them. 

In an extensive district, of which I w'as once Col¬ 
lector,! found the village and Cauongoo accounts com¬ 
plete fabrications, though the collecH ioii went on, that 
is, certain sums were amiually realized by the Native 
Collectc rs Irom certain districts, Jirst as if no error 
prev ailed. In .several cases 1 ascertained, by personal 
inspecti:)U, that largi: tracts of cultivated lands were 
wholly omitted from tiic nccoimls; whilst, in others, 
they exliihited a most minute del ail ol produce from 
rice lands and jdantations, where, on proceeding to 


* i-'iHli Itepiin, 
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the spot described, no such produce had ever existed 
within the memory of man. This country abounded 
with cocoa-nut, beetle-nut, and mango trees, all 
assessed to the revenue; the former, more especially, 
vary exceedingly iir their produce, in proportion to 
tlieir distance from the sea: the trees of the same 
garden also bear differently; j-et one uniform-tax 
of 56 reas per tree was applied to all. Besides tnis 
inequality in the application of the tax, its amount 
was greatly more than the value of that portion of 
the average produce of each tree, which Covern- 
ment claimed as its own share; so that to enable 
the Iiolder, or cultivator of these lands, to pay his 
tax on the over-assessed tree's, a certain number of 
other trees in the same garden were given up Khas, 
or free of tax. In other cases, 1 have known the 
revenue assessed on cultivated fields actually exceed 
the givi.'i'.Y/mK/Hcc of the .spot*; in vvliicli case the 
liyot was forced in eucli year to cultivate his laud, 
but was allowed to bold other lands, either tax-free, 
or assessed lower than tlie established rate, to enable 
liim to pay this extravagant demand. I'his is some¬ 
times called justice to the Ryot; but it is rather an 
act of necessity, for without it the tax could not 
be paid at all; and if we consider the collu- 
■sive dealings, the fraud on the one hand, and 
(he oppression on the other, towliicli such a system 


* Col. Muiiro, in the I..eUers betbre leferred to, p. 74,Q, also 
»iiys, “ in mri) viUnge, in ei’eri/ .leason, ihtre arc a few Jields 
srhou produce is not ci/uiil fo their rent." 
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IS peculiarly open, coupled with the absolute im- 
possibil ty of clitftinpruisliing under it, with accu¬ 
racy, tlie rights of Covernment from those of the 
cultivator, can any impartial and reflecting mind 
fail to be convinced of its arbitrariness, hardship, and 
injustici' ? that the tax has been of necessity, and 
probably in most cases, assessed upon the Ryots, 
by no other measure than their supposed ability to 
pay it ? that there is nothing certain in it but its 
exorbitance ? that it pretends to a precise rule, which 
never can be accurately applied in praetice ? uikI 
tliat its iiiagnitiide occasions so large a proportion 
of the produce to be taken by (lovcrnnient and 
its offitaa’s, as to “ leave to the uidbrtnnate Ryot 
(in the words of the .r»th Kepori '*1 little niore than 
what lie is enabled to seeure by evasion and eon- 
cealmcnt ?” 

'Ihere are other jiersons, besides actual Ryots, 
who share in the general prodnee of the soil, known 
by difl’erent uanies in difl’erent parts of India. 
They arc all r numerated and classed in the 5th Re¬ 
port j but the amount ol the sovereign’s share is so 
great, that tlie jiortion allotted to the other sharers 
are not f uflieieut to raise them aliove the poverty of 
tlie Ryots themselves, in thi.s lespect all are poor 
alike, or with lew exceptions. Hut this supposed 
right, is prodiielive of further evil, in the vexatious 
inquiries whieli have been set on toot to ascertain 
and ext>;nd the assertion of it; and in a constant 
interfertnee in the business and pursuits of indivi- 


P.igt 117. 



dual subjects, which a sovereign never can exercise 
but to the material obstruction of general pros¬ 
perity* 

In the ofiicial vouchers subjoined to the 5th Re¬ 
port there are several striking examples of the ef¬ 
fects of this interference; and with so many recorded 
proofs before us of the evils resulting from this 
system of taxation—a system too obviously incon-' 
sisteut with all sound principle—does it not behove 
us, now that vve are about to legislate afresh for that 
country, if vve really vvisli the prosperity of India, 
to examine, to expose, and to remedy, where vve 
can, existing impediments to the progress of im¬ 
provement ? Neglect, oversight, or silent toleration 
of evils, will be grounds of just reproach on our 
proceedings. 

The disvtrder and vexation, the great irregularity 
and various abnse.s attendant upon this system in 
Bengal, were deplored in strong terms by the Court 
of Dircctor.s, iu their letters previous to 1793, and 
ill the Minutes of my l.,ord Cornwallis and Mr. 
Shore-]-. The gimeral state of these provinces, in¬ 
deed, led to the appointment of Lord Cornwallis as 
Governor-Ccncral. d liat nobleman, of whose mo¬ 
deration, love of ju.stice, and humanity, no human 
being, 1 believe, ever doubted, introduced what is 
known iu India by the appellation of the Zemin- 

* Mr. Sliorii’s Minute before loferred to. Appendix to Fifth 
Report of the Select Cominiftee. 

t See these dociiment.s printed in the Appendices to 

the Second and Fifth Reports of the Select Cnmmittce. 
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clary or Permanent Settlement. The object of this 
change wa.s to limit and define what liad before 
been fluctuating, arbitrary, and unequal; and to 
establish a class of landed gentry in India, tiom 
which were expected to result the same benrTits 
which other conntiicss have experienced from the 
gradual formation of the middling and independent 
(Jlasses of society. 'I’lie lands were accordingly 
divided into cstate.s, and made the free and here¬ 
ditary yiroperty of a Zemindar, .subjc.'ct to a land- 
tax to the Government, for which the estate itself 
W'as answerable; and with a view of adding the 
value of permanency and security to this property, 
the tax was declared to be tixed for ever. But 
wliat was the amount of this lax ? I'lie average of 
former yours’ collections was assumed as the basis 
of the expected rcalijiation of revenue from the 
country under the new system. The necessities of 
Government for paying tltcir great military and civil 
eslablislimcnts pcrhajcs rccjuired such an amount of 
revenue; and the tax appears to iiave been accord- 
itigly ti.xed, sous to yield a .sum fully cqiia,! to the 
collect ions drawm Irom the country during the pcriotl 
of di.sordcT and exaction abov referred to, and (Con¬ 
siderably exceeding llio.se of Aebar’s reign, when 
Bengal is described to have been in a more wealthy 
and generally pro.sperous state*. In order, therefore, 

* V (It Mr. Shore’s Miniin- hel'ore rclerrcd to; also Letter 
I’roiii the Court of Directors to the .Supreme Goveriuiieiit, iptii 
Se[)f. I71l‘2. Secoml Ueport, p. ld.(). 
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to realize this revenue, the following arrangement 
occurred: 

Of the supposed or estimated gross produce, 
it was found necessary that the Ryot should retain 
his customary share of one half: universal experience 
proved that he could not possibly cultivate the 
land with less; the remainder, after allowing for the 
trifling portions of other sharers, constituted what 
may be teriimd the net rent, of which Govern- 
meiit took lO-IIths, according to some, or 9-lOths, 
according to others, leaving only 1-10th or 1-11th 
to the proprietor. 

Now, Sir, I would put it to the feelings of those 
Gentlemen who hear me, and particularly to the 
lauded interest of this kingdom, what they would 
think of a Government which should take from 
them, as a direct land-tax, lO-llths of the net rent 
of their estates ; and whether they think it jiossible 
for any people on earth to flourish under the j)res- 
sure of so heavy an imposition ? Let it also be 
remembered, that this imposition was abruptly in¬ 
troduced at a period when the country was already 
exhausted by the disorder, oppression, and abuses, 
which are acknowledged, by the highest authorities, 
to have marked the preceding administration of its 
revenues. 

It appears to me, that the exorbitance of this 
land-tax completely destroyed, from the beginning, 
all the other benefits of the permanent system 
of Lord Cornwallis, and counteracted the good 
effects which, under a more moderate assessment, 
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might probiibly Jiave msnltcd fioni it. What wa.'^ 
intended to be granted to the Zemindars as a boon, 
was of too littl(* value to be felt as .such; wliilst 
the measures with wliich it was aeconipanied de¬ 
prived it entirely even of that litth; value. 

The Zeinindary setllenieut was iiitrudueed iibo 
Bengal with a code of Judicial Ifegulations, by 
>Vhicii, among other humane ubjicts, it was pro¬ 
vided, wir.li a view to relieve the Ryots from arbi¬ 
trary punishment or imprisonment on the part 
of thr; Zemindars, that the; latter should be only, 
allowc'd lo recover arrears of n nt from the for- 
mer, l)y means of a judicial process in tlje Adau- 
lut. This proce.ss, nece.ssarily a slow one, was ren¬ 
dered still more so h}’' the vast acenmnlation of 
causes, which, from the Ix'ginning, clogged the pro¬ 
ceedings of the courts. Th<; Zemindar, in the 
mean time, fell in arreur to Covei’innent; and the 
exorbitance of the tax, coupled with his own po¬ 
verty, rendering him unable to discharge it, his 
t!state was, by the sam<' regnlations, rendered sciza- 
ble by the Collector, and might he put up to 
public sale, to satisfy the demands of trovernment. 
Thi.s lattrr proce.ss l)eing nnn;h more conei.so and 
expeditious than that of the .Adaulut agai)i.st 
defaulting Ryots, it followed iliaf the Zemindar 
was deprived of liis lauds and iK'ieditary pos¬ 
sessions oil account of arrear.., tong before he 
could recover from liis teuani.s, under the regula¬ 
tions of the same (.fovemment, that which could 
alone enable bim to satisfy the public demand. In 
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this way the whole landed property of Bengal is 
represented to have changed hands, and its most 
ancient families to have been reduced from a state 
of influence and respectability to heavy distress, 
beggary, and ruin. 

Tliese effects are described in the 5th Report, in 
the following terms. The Collector of Burdwan 
writes, in 1794*, “ That the Raja begs leave tp 
.submit it to your consideration, whether or no 
it can be possible for him to discharge his engage- 
jnents to Government, with that punctuality which 
the regulations require, unless he be armed with 
powers, as prompt to enforce payment from his 
renters f, as Government had been pleased to au¬ 
thorize the use of in regard to its claims on him : 
and he seems to think it must have proceeded from 
an oversight, rather than from any just and avowed 
principle, that there should have been establi.shed 
two modes of judicial process under the same Go¬ 
vernment ; the one, summary and efficient, for the 
satisfaction of its own claims, the other, tardy and 
uncertain, in regard to the satisfaction of the claims 
due to its subjects; more especially in a case like 
the present, where ability to discharge the one de¬ 
mand necessarily depends on the other demand 
being previously realized.” 

The Collector of Midiiapore un ites also in 1802 
on the same subject as follow's: 

“ All the Zemindars, with whom I have ever 
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hiiil any communication, in tliis and other districtb, 
have hut one sentiment* respecting the rules at 
presf'nt m force for tlie collection of the public re- 
Neniic. 'Ihey all say, that such a harsh and op¬ 
pressive syslcni w as never before resorted to, in this 
country; that the custom of imprisoning land¬ 
holders for ari-ears of revenue w as, in comparison, 
mild and indulgent to them; that though it was, 
no doiibt, the intention of (Jovernment to confer 
an impertant benefit on them, by abolishing this 
custom, it has been found, by melancholy expe¬ 
rience, that the system of sales ami attachments, 
w'lilcii has been snbstitiUcd for it, has, in the course 
of a v( ry few years, rednci'd most of the great 
Zemindars in Bengal to distress and beggary, and 
produced a greater change in thr> landc'd property 
of Bengal, titan has perhaps ever happened, in the 
same space of time, in any age or country, by the 
mere etl'cct of internal regulations.” 

I'rom thisoflicial account of the injuries sustained 
under the Zetnindary system in Bengal, they must 
be admitted to be very grievous. I'or my' ou'ii jjart, 
I cannot but ascribe them wholly to the exorbitance 
of the land-tax ; for whatever may he reft'rred by 
others to errors and inexperience upon tlio intro¬ 
duction of a new sy.siem, I cannot conceive it 
possible, especially when I know the extraordi¬ 
nary attacbment of Native Indians ti> their landed 
property, that so dire a in volution, and such clread- 
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ful distress, could ever have occurred, if the originaf 
tax had not been, fi*om its amount, and mode of 
collection, intolerably oppressive. 

For several years after the introduction of the 
Zemindary settlement in Bengal, the Calcutta Ga¬ 
zette teemed with advertisements for the sale of 

lands in arrear to the revenue. It is remarkable 

* 

also, as appears from the statements lately pub 
lished, that the lands at this time only sold for 
just enough to clear off the arrear*. Now, if we 
suppose a part ot\ly, and not the whole revenue of 
the year, to have hxllen in arrear, it follows that the 
lands at this time w'ero of so little value in general 
estimation, as not to realize one year’s purchase of 
their real net rent, and probably only r very few 
years purchase of that portion of the rent allotted 
to a misnamed proprietor. 

To prevent these arrears of revenue from accu¬ 
mulating, it has been found necessary, in later 
years, and in fact the only remedy that could be 
devised for this distressing evil f, to restore the 
former summary power of the Zemindars J over 
the Ryots, in respect to the recovery of arrears of 
rent. But it should be recollected, that the present 
Zemindars are mostly monied men of Calcutta, 
who send out agents or stewards to manage their 
estates, from whom the Ryots are not likely to e.x- 
perienee more lenity than from the old Zemindars, 


• Vide jtli lU'fJort, p. 56’. 
t I'il’ih Ueport, p. 61. X Vtl. 



who had an intevesl in sccnring the attachment of 
their dependants. It is also, as far as the regu* 
lation admits, a recurrence to the former system 
of arbitrary jmiiishmcnt and imprisonment, which 
Lord Cornwallis .so anxioii.sly endeavoured to avert 
from this elas.s of the population ; the only benefit, 
theyofore, wliich would seem to have resulted horn 
tin's change, is tlie restoration of a power that 
causes tlie revtmues, or land-tax above described, to 
be paid with greater regularity into tlie ])ublic trea¬ 
suries. It cannot be said to be any great advan¬ 
tage to the Ryots, or to be likely to conduce to the 
improvement of their condition. 

Up to the year 1800, much the same kind of re¬ 
venue system seems to Iiavo Ix'en in force at Ma¬ 
dras, as is already described to have prevailed in 
Rengal previous to 1793. The Second Report* 
apprises us on the autliority of my Lord Wellesley’s 
government, in a letter dated in 1800, that “ those 
valuable possessions (meaning the ancient posses¬ 
sions of tlie Company on the coast of Coromandel) 
were deslitate of ever}) institution uhicli could 
either promote the ease and happine-^s of the people^ 
or the v'gonr and ejficicncy of the Government.’' 

To remedy this deplorable state of things, tlie 
Bengal Zemindary system, and its accompanying 
judicial regulations, were ordered to be intro¬ 
duced into the Madras provinces. It lias accord¬ 
ingly been extended to some of them, with this 
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modification, as to the Sovereign’s revenue, that 
it aveiuges at Madras about 8-lOLlis, instead of 
9-lOths, «s in Bengal, of the net rent of estates. 
It has also been introduced into districts where no 
Zemindars previously existed; where the Sovereign, 
being considered sole proprietor of the lands, di¬ 
vided’ their produce with the-llyots; and where 
Government consequently enx-ted a class of men? 
by purchase or grant, to occupy allotted estates, 
under the denomination of Mootahdars. 

The Fifth Report notices a pretty general failure 
pf this system in the districts under Madras, to 
which it.had been extended, and gives in the Ap- 
peufiix numerous opinions, by the most distin¬ 
guished servants at that Presidency, adverse to its 
operation, and further extension. There are also 
.some abl(! opinions in its favour; but the gene¬ 
ral prepossession being against it, the further in¬ 
troduction of the system scorns there to have been 
suspended. It is not my intention to discuss the 
relative merits of the different systi'm.s now prevail¬ 
ing at Madras, for this docs not appear to be the 
question before the House. I shall, therefore, 
merely oliserve, that the tax, under all of them, 
is, in my opinion, grcatl}'- too high, and conse¬ 
quently the main defect of the whole; whilst 
under a more moderate as.ses.sment, the Zemindary 
system would certainly possess some advantages, of 
which the others would still be destitute. 

The exorbitance, however, of the tax, and the 
absolute necessity of its punctual discharge, it has 
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been oiten .asserted by respectable authorities, leave 
to the Mootahdar no alternative, in attempts to 
improve his own mise'rable share, bnt to trench on 
the portion allotted to the l?vot, since he cannot 
invade that ot'Ciovennnent with imi)iunty, by which 
means the U^'Ot’s condition is inadi; worse than it was 
bcl()rc. 'I he I'ollowintj: letter lioni a native of’great 
respectability,' to the.- (jovernoj- of Madras, de- 
scribinp: llio effects of the Mootahdary system in 
the district where he resided, eonfirms the truth of 
this assertion; and as it is an interesting dot;ii- 
nient, which may relieve tlie (cdiuin of my detail, 
.1 slmll beg Icavi.' lo read it Ibr the information of 
the House; and (he more especially as with some 
allowance lor its .st\I>', and the uarinth of some of 
its expicssions, I ('eel eonlident, (roni iny own know¬ 
ledge of facts, as well as the inlorination of othei's, 
that it gives no imraithful account of the general 
conduct of Mootuhdars, and of the evils to which 
the system, under eNis(in!’, eireinustanri's, is irreme¬ 
diably liable. 


“ m; I I Tin. Ji-.si’ coji. 

“ Let tliemi piv.sent this to the resplendent sight 
of tile Right llononrahle I.ord William Bentinek, 
Governor in Council, tin; cherisher o( mankind, may 
the shadow of God long remain n|)on him. 

'■ The Dessmooks, I)i .sspandies, Naat Goms, and 
Shambognes, the aneiintt Landholders, I’littiels, and 
Ryots of every description, natives of or resident in 
the districts of the Bara Mahl, and other depen- 



dcncies ol' the Sircar of the Company, the seat of 
prosperity, in consequence of the sijsk'vi notv in 
force, openly, and without service, at all times, and 
in every condition, thus among themselves, bear 
testimony. 

" 1st. During the reign of Hyder Ally Khan 
Bahauder, the whole of us Byots, devoting our¬ 
selves honestly to the payment of the Government 
taxes, gained from our own shares livelihood, and en¬ 
joyed protection,security, and ease; afterwards also, 
for a certain period, whilst subjects of'l'ii>pooSu]tauii 
deceased, we passed our time, as before, happily 
free from care and sorrow, were objects of favotir 
and attention, and surrounded with justice. Dur¬ 
ing the latter part of the life of Tippoo Sultaun, 
who, notwithstanding his addiction to pleasures, was 
a well-intentioned man, true to his promise, a lover 
of justice, an<l attentive to the complaints of his 
people, owing to our being delivered over to oppres- 
■sive Aumils, and Assofs of a cruel disposition, unable 
to preserve our ellects and lawful property, we becann; 
aflected, and from onr heart and soul, tired of our 
very existence. Wltcreas having repeatedly heard 
reports of the humanity of the Sirdars of the Knglish 
Company Bahauder, tlieir compassion for tlie poor, 
love of justice and equity, regard to the condition 
and complaints of the suppliant, attention to the 
benefiting of all classes of people, as well as their 
iair dealing and observance of agreements, which 
exceed the bounds of common publicity, and em¬ 
brace the whole world, we entreated of tlie Lord of 



Majesty and Glory, with the utmost fervency of 
prayer, that having, for the comfort and support of 
us poor creatures, delivered over the rein of Go\ern- 
ment of these districts to the guidance of the Sirdars 
of the Com])nny, who are the centre of moderation 
and justice, and the refuge of tlie |)oor, he would 
effect tliC freedom and happiness of us distressed 
people. Praise he to (fod, tliat agreeably to the 
earnest desire of our breasts, so did it take place. 
The baiiuers of Lord Cornwallis’s army, the em¬ 
blem of victory, having moved towards the GlKinl.s, 
after a series of warlare, peaet; was concluded, and 
the i^roviiKs; of the Bara Maid being taken by 
the English, was committed to the management of 
Colonel Bead Bahauder, with a view to alVord the 
oppressed inhal)itants the enjoyment of ]ieae(; and 
prosjK'i'ily. By the favour of God, the above- 
mentioned Colonel, after having carried into effect 
a regular aiTangomcnt and administration of the 
affairs of the country as was |)i’oper and becoming, 
with a strict regard to justice, in :Ut(Miding to our 
comfort happiness and gmieral wcllare, surpassed 
tlic accounts tliat had been bcarvl ol' respeeting the 
just administration, the oliservanee of which was 
an invariable ride ol conduct, of the C-liiofs of the 
English Company Bahauder; thus we all, of every 
description, from tlie marsh of distress, reached the 
banks ('f liberty and security, from the time of 
Colonel Read Bahauder, until tliat ol' the present 
Mr. Groeme; wc [lassed our time contentedly, and 
with peace ol mind, and returning thanks to tlie 
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Almiglity, we offered up our prayers for the conti¬ 
nuance and stability of the Company’s empire; 
and, reflecting on the access we had to favours, and 
the return of peace and safety, we formed a firm 
resolution, the eflect of the most fervent good-will 
and devotion to the state, that if hereafter, by the 
decrees of fate, any foe or rebel should threatt'u 
the territories of the Company, ert; the tvaving of 
the standards of tlio army, the semblance of con¬ 
quest, wc, setting an example, would ourselves cor- 
ract, punish, and exleruiinate llie impotent enemy. 

3d. We are ignorant what instances of trea¬ 
chery, discontent, or impropriely^ o( conduct on 
the part of us poor people, have been brought to 
proof by the oflicers of tin; Brilisli Government, 
the seat of prosperity; that now, suddenly casting 
us down from the height of n'speet and esteem, 
they have confined ns in the di'plhs of Jiegleot and 
distress; that is to say, having divided and perma¬ 
nently parcelled out tlu; Bara Malil,&o. into sevenil 
distinct Mootalis (farms) have committed them to 
the authority^ of mean, de.spicable wretches, who, 
fi'om father and l()rcfatbcr, till tin,' ])re,seiit time, 
followed no belter profession than that of vending 
milk, retailing spirits, ])reparing dried cow-dung 
for fttel, attc'uding on sheep and oxen, or the ser¬ 
vice of people of ail inlcrior condition; people, 
who wen.' formerly obedient to, and dependant on, 
the families of ns inhabitants fur support; they, who 
were then in \'';m! of a farthing, immediately that 
they enjoyed th‘.'ii' oun Iree-will, became as is the 



dominion of the sea; and in llic excess of vanity 
and priile, agreeably to this s;iviicr, ‘ the vulgar 
man wdien seated on a lofty tcnace, pisses and 
tlirows I'ubbitli on that wliicli is beneath him,’' for¬ 
getting tlic origin and professioji of llieir ancestoi's 
in the commencement of tlicirCovcrnment, stretched 
fortli the hand of force and violence over ns, and bv 
oonstantly making exorbitant demands, insisting on 
fines, ruining oiir reputation l)y al)use towards our 
wives and daughters, and disgiacing us by blows 
and stripes, have girt their waist ultli the skirts of 
obstinacy, in di.slionoiuiiig an.I making abject u.s 
poor inofi'ensive people; in .so much, that not being 
able to submit to opi:tres.sioii, and brook disgrace 
from the bands of those, who, till yesterday, were 
low-lived scavengers in need of our support, from 
continued siifl'ering and affliction, our souls have 
reached <mr very lips. 

“ild. 'I'lie Company’s oftieei-s may say, ‘ Lest 
any one, cruelly disposed and pusses,sed ol' |)ower, 
should act injurioii.sly and tyruimically towards an¬ 
other, VV(; have nominated and ap[)oii)ted to every 
Zillali, gentlemen of the law, to administer justice, 
(for instance, the court of law in the Uara Maid is 
at Salem] who, in the event of a petition, or appeal 
to them, make proper inquiry into the bnsines.s.’ 
We know this to be true. 'I’lio gentlemen of the 
law in ecery Zillah, fairly and without partiality, 
attend to the complaints ot the poor and insulated 
suppliant; and vvlien a petition is presented at the 
court of justice, they make imiuiry, as soon as pos- 

!■: 



20 


sible, into the particulars; and having given their 
decision in conformity to equity and law, tliey give 
admonition to tlie transgressor, and render to him, 
whose cause is good, that which is his due; of all 
this there is no doubt j but what prospect has the 
needy petitioner of being able to reach the presence 
of the officers of justice ? For example, should the 
poor husbandman, who pays ten small Madras 
lanams as a tax on cultivation, unable any longer 
to submit to be wronged and insulted, go to Salem 
to the officers of justice, to complain of the op¬ 
pression of the Mootahdar, ten or twelve Rupees 
are requisite for food for the journey, and for the 
time he may have to remain there; besides which, 
something is also required to be given for writing 
the petition j thus, how can he support the burden 
of so many expenses, and whence can he obtain 
such a sum ? In addition to the above, the desola¬ 
tion of his dwelling, impediments for the cultivation 
of his land, and the starvation of his children, are 
increased. Again, should any one of known ho¬ 
nesty and good credit be able, by liorrowing money, 
to provide what is required for the journey, he 
comes to the court house, and there presents his 
petition. Since hundreds of people daily present 
themselves to, and press upon, the officers of justice, 
tliey enjoy not a moment’s leisure; although, first 
attending to aflairs of importance, and arranging 
them agreeably to priority, they inve.stigate fairly, 
and decide as is fit and hccorning, still the peti¬ 
tioner, unable to afford the expenses required for so 
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long a continuance of absence, is obliged, on the ap- 
proachol distress, to return along witii tlie Mootalidar, 
whose teeth are chattering with rage towards him. 

The Mootahdars, wilhcut hesitation, tell us, ‘ wp 
have purchased the (country, and its inhabitants 
from th(; Company, and have unrestrained com¬ 
mand over tliem, so great is our authority, that 
if we take a liking to any jrarticular person, we 
can givii him as a present, land valued at 150 
pagodas j oi', if we wish to humble or rnin any 
one, we have the means enccluaily of depriviirg 
him of hi.s reputation, and plundering him of his 
property. Neither the lord, judge, or collcetor, 
have so much power as this in onr Moolahs (farma), 
and over onr people, or will llicy ever have it ; 
what signifies the complaints of wretches like you 
Should the llyot prefer an aciaisation in a court of 
justice, I he Mootalidar construes it into a most 
serious crime; and, in conseipienco, an extent of 
violence and cruelty is tlie re.sult. Thus to com¬ 
plain against the Mootalidar, is, in liict, striving to 
di aw down oppression on your own head. In 
submitting patiently tbere is no relief, to lament 
and bewail is equally unavailing. 

“ 4tli, Again, to be constantly stating trifling 
injuries to the court at Salem, which is five or six 
days journey from Kistnagherry, and other places, 
is quite out of the question ; for a second loss would 
arise greater tlian the first. I'or example, gentle¬ 
men travelling to and from distant parts of the 
country, frequently pas.s along on the high road, 
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throu'ih these districts. The orders of the col- 

O 

lector are issued by tlic Thasscldar for the collecting 
of, and selling to the travellers, grass, firewood, 
fowls, eggs, sheep, and other articles, as may be re¬ 
quired by them. The Thasseldar enjoins the JVIoo- 
tahdar to be attentive. The Mootahdar by force, 
seizes from the house of each individual Ryot, fire¬ 
wood, grass, fowls, eggs, &.c. In this manner hs 
collects together, in one jihux’, w hole vnaunds of 
butter, and fowls,sheep,&c. in great numbers. Ihese 
lie gives out to the gentlemen at a certain jirice, 
as they may require them; what remains (and this 
amounts to a consideralde quantity) he .sends away 
to his own house. Thus, for the sake of a little 
butter, gi'ass, and a few fowls, &,c. bow can each 
(loor farmer, quitting his house, and the cultivation 
of his ficldi-, alford to go to Salem, which is at Iea.st 
five or six daj s journey di.stant, and requires ten or 
fifteen Uupees for the attondant expenses ? 

“ 5th. Many of these Mootalidans of low descent 
and connection, destitute even at one period of 
bread, who, were they to work the w hole day toge¬ 
ther with their wive.s and children, w ould, with difli- 
culty, gain a single Madras fanam, thus publicly 
make mention, ‘ Should the officers of (jovernment, 
observing the desolation of the country, and the 
distress of the inhabitants, vviiich has proceeded from 
our liar.sh treatment, conceive us to lilame, an<l 
depriving us of our employment, put us into prison, 
what harm docs that do us? 'Whatever we now 
acquire, with or without the consent of the inha- 



bita! ts, :iccumiiliit.c.s into a caiiital sufficient for 
our .'iDin; and dau':;litcrs; to u.s also,’.vlieu confiiietj, 
they givi^ a (iouble iliuaru daily, a<j;r('caljly to the 
articles (if trie regulations. So great a degree of 
indul/g?.i;'e i;ia.y be esiiu'ulcd as tlic heiglit of good 
fortiiiH'; iK-adcs all thi'-:, aher vv;s !uive been kept 
ill coidiiiLim ui; a certaiu tirac. tiury will at length 
release ns.’ 

“ iitli. The Company’s .servants possess the most 
enlightened judgment; their knowledge of what is 
for the good of the coniitry is as boundless as tlit 
ocean; tbey bave, moreover, an acute geiiiii.s in 
carrying on alfairs ol‘ a trilling a.s well a.s those of 
an imjii'i'tant nature; what atlvaiitago then can 
they have e:'.i)ecu;d in thus distressing and ruining 
ns poor Uyols, by tramsferring onr country fi'om 
bene.itb dieir own iinmcdialc anlhorilv, in sale to 
tlie domiiiion and immagemfiit of such low, poor, 
wortliless err atnrc.s? It f»y |)iundi'ring and oppress¬ 
ing the pee[ik', the benefit o! tlic Company is held 
in view; sue li a procedure is not only unjust, but 
is, at the same tiiTK’, attended wjili very consider¬ 
able dlsadvantagt'; for exangile, the total amount 
of the Jummaliundy ol’ tiiis .systi in ol'Mootahsarry 
(delivering the land to the Moolahdar.s) is scarcely 
equivalent to half of the enlleetion made liy Colonel 
Read —t hn.s, how is it possible for any one to con¬ 
ceive it an ad.vantage ? Moreover the poverty aitd 
discoivtent of the Ryots, a circumstance highly de¬ 
trimental to tlie interests of the Company, is 
increased : for instance, the rents collected yearly 
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in Colonel Read’s time on the lands tliat were 
watered from the large lake, near the village of 
Kistnagherry, amounted to seven hundred Star 
Pagodas; and now, by the Jumrnabhundy of the 
Mootahdars, they are fixed at 350 Pagodas only ; 
in like manner a loss is sustained on every other 
article of revenue or taxation tlirough the whole 
province; either tl>e Ciicar should reap advantage 
from the distress of the inhabitants, or the inha¬ 
bitants should gain by the loss sustained by the 
Circar in the deficiency of the collections. In short, 
the system of Mootahsazy is not only the fountain 
of detriment to the state, but of unavoidable ruin 
to the community. 

“ 7th. Such is the conduct, and such are the 
measures adopted by these tyrannical Mootahdars, 
that you would say a fresli race of refractory Poly- 
gars had sprung up, and become establislied in the 
centre of the Company’s dominions. If by chance, 
at any future period, in the hopes of raising an in¬ 
surrection, arrogating to themselves their noble 
origin, the^ should be able to collect together a 
number of vagrant predatory people, by infesting 
the roads, and committing murders, they will cause 
the destruction of the inhabitants, and prove a thorn 
in the feet of travellers; nor will they neglect any 
opportunity of entering into leagues with the ene¬ 
mies of this permanent empire. 

“ In the territories also of the Polygars of Coon- 
gunny, Solegurry, Angusgurry, and especially Bag- 
lore, the extent of the misery and sufferance of the 



people, i,i of that riatiire that it cannot be contained 
in the vase of representation, 

“ '[’o sum up the whole ; owing to the oppres¬ 
sion of the Mootalulars alone, the Kyots and people 
of every class and description, having cast their 
efl’ects to the wind, and lost tlieir reputation, have 
arrived at this state ol despaii- and ilisafi'cetion ^ 
iroreover tlary fii'inly believe, that, slioukl at any 
time ('may Cod forbid it) an invasion of tlie Com¬ 
pany’s territories take jdace, it wonld be a most 
fortunate event, and the means of their acquiring 
an asylum and protection, 

“ The writer ofthe.se sheets (wlio is alone actuated 
by attachment, good-will, and liddily) is Meer 
Cholanm Alley, Mcer-iyum, who, during the reign 
of the dec-ea.sed 'J'ippoo Snltann, was licmoiircd try 
employment, and near attendance on the presence, 
and exalted by being nominated lo the situation of 
Meer-i-yumey, that is, to the ageuey, superiii- 
tendance, and contioul of the naval stores at the 
different sea-ports and islands 3 of the inereantile 
warehonses, &x:.; as also of all jiublic stores and 
appurtenances requisite for war, or l()r tlje com¬ 
merce of t le country, subject to the deceased mo¬ 
narch ; and vvlio, prior to having been tines brought 
up and instructed in the royal |:ue.sciiee, had been 
ordered by the deceased king to aeeomj.iany some 
select and cliosen Sirdars, who went in the year of 
Christ, 17 SS, on an cmbas,sy to I'rarKe, lo learn 
the languar;e of tliat nation, and atxpiire genera! 
iidbrmation, agreeably to the orders of His Majesty, 



having gone to France, and been introduced to the 
French King, liis brothers, relations, and nobles, 
the; (lifl’ercnt amliassadors and officers oi' state, hav¬ 
ing made every iiHjniry into the state of affairs, 
and acquired a ])erfect knowledge of the French 
language, I was again made happy by a return to 
the presence of rny benefaetor. Jn the year of the 
Hegira, FiH) (a. d. 17!)'5) being a second time ap¬ 
pointed to HO eml)assy from 'i i|)poo Sultaun to the 
King of France, proceeded as tiir as Mangalore, 
where he received from the deceased Sultaun an 
exoneration from this duty, and an order to resume 
tlie admistration of the duties of my former em¬ 
ployment. After the death of the Sultaun, the 
commiserated, and the taking of his capital and 
dominions by the victorious generals in the employ- 
rnent of tlio Company liahamlar, fourteen Star Pa¬ 
godas and nine Annalis being granted to me by 
these gentlemen for my monthly subsistence, I 
chose the town of Ki.stnaghcrry for my place of 
residence, there to receive the pension granted to 
me by the British Government. 

“ To conclude, having made myself acquainted 
with the nature of the affairs of the Kyots, and 
the different occurrences in the district of the Bara 
Mahl, influenced by a sense of loyalty and devo¬ 
tion to the State, which is at all times painted on the 
page of my mind, 1 was emboldened thus to give 
some account of vvliat has of late transpired. Be¬ 
sides what, 1 have now mentioned, there are also 
many other circumstances worthy of being made 



33 


known, of wliicli your well-wisher is acquainted; 
and which, immediately he may receive intimation 
so to do he will hasten to represent to the pn.'sence 
abounding m glory. Whatever may be the wish 
of tliat virtue which adoni.s the world, and the 
mandate of exalted dignity, it shall Ire obeyed. 

“ M ay the sun of empirv', and undiminished 
prosperity, remain, by the Grace of God, clear and 
resplendent. 

“ Should there appv ar to exist in the titles, or in 
the required otlerings of re.spet t and regard, an^ 
erior or deficiency, I remain ho[»chil of forgive¬ 
ness. 

“ ^\'ritteu on the 4th of the month of Mohur- 
rum ul llerram (or I4tli March, 1807, it 
a|)pears by my inquiry.) 

' d ue petition of the well-wisher, 

“ Meet- Gholauni Alb/ Mcerlijuin.” 


'riiough this letter is addres-sed to the Governor 
in Council of Madras, I cannot say wlicafier it is 
upon the paiblic records of that Presidency. I 
know, however, it was sent by a member of that 
Government to the late Governor of lioinbay, Mr. 
Duncan, by whom it was given to me, with per¬ 
mission to make any publie use ol it 1 might think 
proper. 

But in vai ioti-S otlier reports on the Zemindary 

i-' 
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Settlement *, some of which are printed, and now 
before the House, it is distinctly admitted by many 
of the most eminent practical servants of the Com¬ 
pany, who luive witnessed its operation and effects, 
that the Zemindars or Mootahdars were no better 
than contractors or farmers of the public revenue—■ 
that the prosperity of India, and condition of the 
Ryots, were not likely to bo improved under it-—• 
that it was ill adapt{;d to the circumstances of the 
country—that because the Land-Tax could not be 
increased alter the settlement, the rate was fixed 
too higi) at first—that in order to raise the revenue 
for Government, the Mootahdars were autliorized 
to exact tlie Ibrmer high rents from the Ryots, 
thereby keeping them as poor as ever—that it 
armed the Mootahdar with the means of oppressing 
the Ryots, from vvhich our courts and officers could 
not efiectnally protect thcm~that whilst it dissa¬ 
tisfied and prolonged tiie poverty of the lower 
classes, it gave tlie Zemindars a power to disturb 
the pnblie f ranqnillity—and that, on the whole, the 
system was injurious to the subject, and dangerous 
to Government. 

The fact is, that the change was too sudden and 
too great an innovation on the settled circumstances 
of society. Benefits were attempted to be sud¬ 
denly produced by the magic of political contri- 


* Vide Appendix, 5th Report, passim, and particularly pages 
£)42, .3, 4. Also Col, Wilks's work on the South of India. 
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vance ; and instead of fiiunding prosperit}% on gra¬ 
dual irhjirovement of the Jlyots’ eondition, instead 
of restoring them hy degrees to the rank of ll\eir 
forefutliers as landholders, for they were the ori¬ 
ginal prc'prit!tors of the soil, the regulations ereated 
a class of men with a totally new character, which 
could not: easily find its pi-oper level in society, and 
served only to disturb and confound established rela¬ 
tions, and to invade tlic acknowledged rights of the 
cultivators. The consequence is, that in thus pre¬ 
ferring a hasty attempt at immediate and theretbre 
unattainable advantages to the gradual ])rogrcss of 
improvement, the benevolent intentions of the great 
and noble author of this sj'-stem havel)een,as far as 
I can judge from observation and inquiry, com¬ 
pletely frustrated. 

I must also ob.serve, that this system, in its ope¬ 
ration and elVects, has departed li-om the object and 
intentions of the Honourable Court of Directors, 
in whose orders of the I2lh April, 1786, for 
the estabhshment of the permanent Settlement of 
(he India 1 Kevenuc, the Siqjremc (luvermnont is 
instructed “ not to introduce any novel system, or 
“ to desti'oy those rules or max inns of policy, which 
“ prevailed in well-regulated jxwiods, of the rialive 
" governments. A moderate Jiimmaor asse.ssnient, 
“ regularly and punctually collccttal, unites the 
“ considerati()n of our intcre.st witli the happiness 
“ of the natiies, and security of the landholders, 
moie rationally than any inqierfect collection of 
an exai';gerated .luumia, to be enforced with se- 
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“ verity and vexation”—adding a further injunc¬ 
tion, “ that it might bo ascertained what were the 
“ rights and privileges of the Zemindars, and other 
“ landholders, under the institutions of the Mogul 
“ or Hindoo Governments.” 

From the preceding detail, however, and from 
the whole tenor of the Fifth Report, I would beg 
leave to submit to the wisdoni and consideration of 
this House, whether the object of these just and 
wise orders, either in adherence to ancient rules 
rnid maxims of policy, in moderation of Jutnma, 
and attention to the happiness of the people, or in 
a due regard to their rights, has been, or i.s likely 
to be accomplished, under theZemindary Settlement, 
in Bengal, or the Mootahdary system, introduced on 
the same principle, under the government of Madras. 

Indeed it is but justice to .say, that the purely 
political letters of the Court display ability and 
knowledge in the science of Government, and a 
liberality of principle, fiom which it is impossible 
to infer but that the prosperity of India would be 
materially advanecd, if the Directors would con¬ 
fine thernselves to the exercise of their political 
functions. It is only whei'c cormncrce is mixed with 
their politics that the spirit of monopoly is displayed 
in their correspondence—but here the same justice 
compels me to add, tliat their sovereign interests are 
but too frequently sacrificed to view.s of commercial 
emolument. 

The iuelficiency ol'these systems further appears 
ii'om the circumstance, that they have conciliated no 



uiass of the native comiminily; all ranks, M?e art 
Infonned, conceive that tlie intention ofClovernment 
was to destroy the power of tiu; great Zemindars 
of the country, whilst the Ryots feel tlieinselves 
in no respects better olf than they were before: 
it is also certified to us on record, tliat the 
lower classes, so far from having any attaelimeut 
to (loveintuent, are ready to join almost asiy 
standard to oppose it. Bcventic, Revenue, is the 
constant and universal want of (jovernment; and 
■SO strong is this impression on the minds of the 
people, that few can believe luav n.'gulalions or 
changes to be really intended for the ])iiblic good, 
or meant to promote any other obj(;ct than that of 
increasing the pecuniary rcsonrco!.s of the state*. 

It is urged in behalf of the Zemmtlary Settlement, 
that every estate has waste lands attached to it, and 
that when these are cultivated, the tax, being fixed, 
will bear but a small proportion to tfie amount of 
produce. Rut in this argument it is forgotten, that 
thei'G must be an incre.-ased demand firr that pro¬ 
duce, before any augmentation of tlie ordinary stock 
can bi^ rciidcrcd valuable. And how, let me ask, is 
this demand to arise among a peoj>le of beggars f 
I'lie fact IS, that the lands so anni'Xed have been ex¬ 
tensively cultivated. 'I'he climate, soil, and institu¬ 
tions of India, are peculiarly favonrahle to i jopulation- 
hut as ninnlrcrs iuci-ease, tlu^ country, liom its imi- 

* .St'c Sir Ih’uiy StraclK'y’.s Letter in ith Itiport, ivages lu 
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versa! poverty, affording little or no means of em¬ 
ployment in commerce or manufactures, these people 
can only suj)port themselves and their families by til¬ 
lage, and where lands can be had fit for cultivation, 
without much labour, stock, or capital, they are 
soon appropriated by an increasing population; 
and the extent of this description of land forme, in 
such case, the only limit to the number of inhft- 
bitants. 

But what Is the natural consequence? Iliiman 
labour in agiiculture, as in every other species 
of manufacture, yields a considerable surplus. The 
demand for this surplus being once supplied, every 
further addition only tends to diminish the value 
of the general stock. A Zemindar’s waste lands 
may thus be cultivated to the fullest extent, and 
yet the excliangeable value of the surplus pro¬ 
duce not be proportionally increased. By sur¬ 
plus I mean all that portion of firodiice, which the 
Eyot d ocs not reserve for his own consumption and 
for seed, and which may be considered as for sale 
in tlie market, to enable him to pay his tax to. 
Government, and the Zemindar’s rent. If only the 
quantity, not the exchangeable value, of the whole 
be increaseil, owing to a stationary demand, and 
the unvarying poverty of the inhabitants, the larger 
quantity will yield to the proprietor in amount, at 
a reduced pri'-e', the same return as the smaller 
quantity did bed'ore, and neither party concerned in 
the produce will be benefited by tlie increase : how¬ 
ever obvious this is as a general principle, it may be 
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more evident from recurrence to events; and the ex¬ 
perience of Bengal leads directly to the establishment 
of this truth. Witlian iiicreasetl but poor popula¬ 
tion, and consequently extended cultivation, it is 
proved by oiVicial lloports on its Commerce (before 
the House) “ that the jirice of rice, and of every 
“ other kind of food used by the Natives, so I'ar from 
“ being enhanced, has been considerably lower on 
*• the average of tlic last ten years, than during any 
“ preceding period since the Company came into 
“ possession of the Dewunnee *.” 

From tliese causes two evils ju'oceed. Tlic price 
of food is so low, as to reduce botli the value and 
tlie rent of landed pi'operty; and a superabundant 
population, coupled with the low price of provisions, 
keeps down the wages of labour to about 3</. per 
diem. 

This is the state of the people in many parts 
of Bengal, and this must be the case wherever the 
Zemindary Settlement i.s introduced, or tlic tax of 
lialf [irodiice is levitxl, without such an eftcctual 
change in the commercial relations of the country 
as I am aliout to recommend. We are told in the 
evidence before the House, that tlie people of India 
are poor, because the juicc of labour is low, and 
because food is cheap ^ hut the cause is niistak'ftn 
for the efl'ect. Food and labour arc below their 
natural value, because the pcojile arc poor, and 

» See Report ou llie Kxleniul Commerce of Bengal, daleil 
lOtli Sept. ISOO, ill Uie Papers orrleied by the House of Com¬ 
mons to be printed. 
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numerous, and want proper employment; hence 
a boasted increasing population, far from adding to 
the stock of national wealth, only serves to fill up 
the measure of human wretchedness and distress. 

Hence also the increase of crimes and immorality 
noticed in some of the ablest papers attached to 
the 5th Report, and particularly of Decoity, the 
great scourge of our I'airest provinces. The hordes 
of gang robbers, known in India under the name 
of Deceits, arc recruited from an unemployed peo¬ 
ple ; their act.s of violence and cruelty are not only 
most frequent, but of tlie blackest (lye; “ tliccom- 
“ mission of robberic.s, murders, and the most atro- 
“ cions cruelties, in a word ati aggregate of the 
most atrocious crimes,” arc mentioned by the 
Governor General in Council, in his letter to the 
Court of J')irector.s, dated ‘JQth May, 1810, as 
established Itoyond a ({ue.stion by a, multiplicity 
of proofs; and it is added, “ 'Nor let it he snp- 
“ posed that those olTences were of rare occurrence, 
“ or confmod to particular districts, they werecom- 
“ mitted with few exceptions, and with .slight mo- 
“ ilifications of atrocity in every part of Bengal*. 
These depredators set at defiance (and will neces¬ 
sarily continue to do so, in the present state of 
things) every elfort of Government to sup{)ress or 
restrain them) Police regulations may be multi¬ 
plied, and each be more plausible tliaa the other in 
promised efficiency; but it is a case, which I ap~ 


See 5 Ui Report, page 72, 
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preliend to be beyovul the reaih of remedy, by 
any restr ctive law. The evil is insepai abh'^ from 
the present orgauixation of society; a case, in fact, 
where additional legal severities only add to tlie 
cruelty and ferocity of those, whoso necessities impel 
them to jirey on the public. Mitigate, on the 
continry, the rigour of your existing civil insti¬ 
tutions; 'ipeii wide the gates of honest industry; 
reviv( in tlu' breast of a desponding people hopes, 
long unknown to them, of protection in gathering, 
and .security in enjoying, tijc; I'ruits of labour; and 
instead oi' absorbing the tveallb of the country in 
an inordinate land-tax, let it cireiilale through the 
numerous channels of an cxletisive ])upulation, to 
create; new demands for the employment of the 
Native, and the encouragement of trade, foreign 
and internal; then, but I iear not till then, may we 
put an end to the outrages of the Dccoit. 

These, Sir, are the defects of the Zemiudary and 
Mootahdary Settlemciits. ’^I'lie condition of the 
Ryot, indeed under all the revemie systems lately 
ailopted in India, is nearly tlie same, and from llie 
same cause of excessive taxation, as under the 
former regime, except in some few districts, where, 
through the humanity, and I may add, wisdom ol" 
the European Collectors, the rates of tlie J^and 
I'ax have been somewhat reduced. 

It is witli pleasure I add, tlial many instances 
liave occurred in India, where, in spite of the 
iieavy pressure of the land-tax, moderation and for- 



bearance on the part of Collectors, have called 
forth the gratitude and esteem of the Natives. It 
would have been well for India, had the natural wishes 
and dispositions of these humane persons been 
allowed a wider range; but, unfortunately, the thirst 
after revenue has ever been insatiable, and must, of 
necessity, be supplied. In this respect, it is impor¬ 
tant to consider the printed accounts presented 
to both Houses of Parliament and to the public, 
which represent the increasing prosperity of India 
ill general, and also of particular districts. In most, 
if not all, increase of revenue i.s adduced as the 
main jiroof; and even the best and the most con¬ 
siderate of our Collectors arc constantly obliged to 
refer to this test, well knowing it to be the most ac¬ 
ceptable and impressive evidence oftheir own merits. 
But if wo compare the alleged increase of revenue 
with the sources from whence it is drawn, we shall 
not so hastily admit tlieir conclusion. In as far as it 
is a share of the improved or extended cultivation, 
it may prove an increase in the numbers, though not 
in the wealth, of the peo[de; or that tlie forbearing 
conduct of a Collector has encouraged fresh culti¬ 
vation, although a lion’s portion still goes into the 
coffers of the state; or, it may prove, that his vigi¬ 
lance and activity have detected lands, which, from 
framl oi- ignorance, were not before subjected to the 
tax; hut in neither of these points of view is it, 
with respect to India, a proof of that increased 
pro.'^perity, which in other countries augments the 
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public ivjveiiue, through the very clifTerent medium 
of the consumption, wnd r;xpenditure of the opu¬ 
lent classes of society. 

There is a very remarkable instance in tin; papei's 
now before the House, of the revenues of an Indian 
district, being increased in eight years from 10 to 
18 laics of Star Pagodas. 'Fhis is principally to he 
aScrilied to the discernment and vigilance of a 
distinguidied Collector, and was chiefly accomplished 
by his reducing the Governnvenl demaird or land-tax, 
from 45 or 50 to about 33 or .34 per cent, of the 
gros.s [)ro(lnce; and though this distrh'.t will doubt¬ 
less admit of a very favonrabh; comparison with al¬ 
most any other in the same country, it miast still be 
recollected, that thi.s tax l<)!lowcd every improvo- 
incnt or extension of its enltivution, ;;nd that a direct 
])artic)pation by Government, to this extent, in the 
profits of agricultural industry, is still too high for 
the promotion ofgcnend prosperity^. 

This example, however, shows what may be 
effected by a reduction of the present rate of the 
land-tax; but uul il such a rtsluclion takes place 
generally, I Innnbly ask, whether any rational liopc 
is presented to u.s, of increased ])rosperity in India .? 
In the present state of things, 1 firmly believe there 
is none, and as such, I trust the condition of this 
interesting people, and the institutions by which 
they ai-e governed, will be found to deserve the 
attention of Parliament. 


See Ilk I'tjxaL i 160 . 
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If I have enlarged on this topic, it is with a 
view to excite some attention to it, as a separate 
and distinct object of consideration ; as one, indeed, 
to which we are summoned, by the sacred calls of 
justice, as well as by the more interested views of 
commercial policy. 

On tlie general contest of parties which lias of 
late been displayed in this metropolis, all eager to 
partake of, or to appropriate, the benefits of an in¬ 
tercourse with India, shall we, Sir, forget the in¬ 
habitants of tlie country itself? Every oilier party 
in this great cause has it.s advocates, and the ablest 
advocates, to a.ssert their respective claims; hot iii 
behalf of the poor neglected Indian, how few liave 
yet been found to raise their voice? And if I step 
forward to assert a cause which others are indis¬ 
posed to undertake, I do it, in confidence lliat a 
British House of Commons will, at least, receive 
the appeal with indulgence; and that however 
unequal rny humble eflbrts may be to the arduous 
task, they will not be allowed to diminish the in¬ 
terest which the case itself is so naturally calculated 
to excite, and which calls .so loudly upon the hu¬ 
manity and justice of the eountrv. 

Blit to descend from the.se higher and most serious 
considerations to those of less real interest and more 
limited o[)eration in the Resolutions now liclore the 
Committee,! must also add,that it is for these reasons 
I cliieHy regret they sliould contain so many re.straiiits 
on private trade. A perfectly free trade to and from 
India would still do much; the capital that m onld 
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be drawn thither; tlie expenditure and increased 
industry vvliich would accompany its circulation; 
the consequent elfectual «lcmand lor the products 
ot‘ the country ; a tar more liberal cncoui agcmcnt 
than now exists to cjxport its raAV materials to this 
country to advantage, would enhance tla; value of 
Indian estates, and insure the cnilivation of the 
vvastes, by opening new channels lijr the dis[)osal 
of their produce: tla'se. Sir, are the advantages 
which 1 should anticipate from tlic natural course of 
commercial freedom ; and I fear tlicrt; is no prospcci 
of any palliation of the evils 1 have described, till 
the trade he rendered perfectly free; till the l^ast 
India Company withdraw from a. eourse, wliiid) 
nolliinghut antiquated prejudices eould maketlieni 
tliiuk profitable; which is, in fact, attended with 
ruinous losses to themselves; and wliich distracts 
iheir attention and views from tlie greati'r objects, 
it is now their duty, as mucli as it is their interest 
to puisne. 

If thev pi'i'severe in the trade, it is no reproach 
to the individuals who conduct it to say, that the 
hciK uts anticipated never oau lie icalized, for the bar 
to their attainment lies in the system itself. Every 
merchant is a monopolist at heart; Imt wlicn every 
merchanc is on an c(|ua.l footing, the same prin¬ 
ciple pervading every breast neutralizes by its na¬ 
tural o[)cration the prejudieial iulluence of a love of 
gain, and produces through the mass of society 
comuiou benefits. But wlicn a mcrcliaut is raised 
l>y (xclusiv<J ]K)vver above Iiis cvjiiuls, that iiovver 
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is sure to be abused; it cannot, in the nature of 
things, be otherwise; and this, as far as my ex- 
y)erience goes, has invarial)Iy been the consequence 
of the Company’s interference in the trade of India. 
Where the market is exclusively in their own hands, 
prices are arbitrarily kept down, to the prejudice 
of production. Where the market is open, their 
agents enter it as competitors, who must, at all 
events, be served, and prices are raised, to the pre¬ 
judice of consumption. Articles of raw produce 
in India, have, by this unequal c;ompetition, been 
doubled in their prime co.st, at which rate they 
cannot profitably be imported into England, though 
it can be shown they would be at the natural price 
of the commodity *, 

I therefore repeat it. Sir, it is only by a free and 
unshackled trade, that India can now be materially 
benefited, d'he demands of su«h a trade would give 
a value to the produce of estates, which, in my 
humble opinion, it cannot otherwise acquire. Cul¬ 
tivation would (lien bo extended, as an object of 
gain, not merely for the purpose of supplying bare 
subsistence to a poor and miserable population; 
the exchangeable value of produce would be raised 
by a new and effectual demand, instead of sinking 
by greater additions to an over abundant supply; 
and the advantage.s anticipated fro.n the annexation 
of waste lands to every Zemindary would then bo 
felt; for then the present overwhelming land-tax 

St'f Appendix Ui Secoiid S|'Cteli. 
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would be elirniuislird iti its pressure and amount, in 
proportion t<j the iuereast'd value of the gross pro¬ 
duce fronr every estatv'. 

Much more, Sir, than tlie imperfect statements 
I have brought forward might be urged, were this the 
time to enlarge on so fruitful a tin me ; but I feel 
that 1 have too long tri?spassed oti the indulgence of 
the Committee, and shall therelbre only concisely 
submit to their consideration the state of this inte¬ 
resting people in one other point. 1 have already ex¬ 
plained how the established customs ol' these people, 
as to early marriages, and the ease with which they 
procure hiod, favour the increase of population : as 
matters now stand in India, all tlie deplorable evils 
of reilundaiiey are absolutely inevitable; I would 
therefore huiubly entreat the attention of the Com¬ 
mittee to this view of the questivm, as eonstitutirtg 
another urgent claim on the philanthropy, which 
distinguishes this enlightened age, and characterizes 
many of the public acts of llic Britisb Government- 
Let us c;ilmly weigh the domestic customs which ad¬ 
mit of no change, and which are of too teud<. r and 
consolatoiy u nature even to justlly our regrets; let 
us weigh these. Sir, with the political institutions 
and restraints I have describetl, and perhaps the 
convic tion ol my own mind may be impressed on 
every friend of humanity, that for the dire evil ol 
.■'eduudani |)opulation, which is a pregnant source ol 
mischiefs lud vvrete!iedne.ss to om Indian subjects, 
iliere is n.i remedy nor palliation, hut in tlie multi- 



plied demands and various employments which per¬ 
fectly free trade would create. 

T would wish to consider the resolutions before us 
as one step towards the attainment of these bene¬ 
fits; they open a fresh prospect to our view, and 
as such arc entitled to our su|)port. But the con¬ 
tinuance of tlie Company’s trade for twenty years 
longer, appears to me an insurmountable obstruft- 
tion to the improvement which I anticipate. There 
may be other serious objections to so long a period; 
but this is among the weightiest, and I should 
therefore hope that this part of the resolutions may 
yet be modified. 

r express this wish the more fervently, in order 
that the Natives of India may not feel (as they 
otherwise would, though in silence) that their in¬ 
terests, wlfich ought to have been a primary con¬ 
sideration, have been totally neglected. Their 
sagacity will lead them attentively to watch our 
present proceedings,- and let us beware that we give 
them no just cause for reproach. Let them know 
that they have been tliought of on this great occa¬ 
sion; and when they perceive the justice of our 
legislation, in its clfects rather than in professions 
and proclamations, which they have learned to dis¬ 
regard fi'om seeing them rarely fulfilled, we may 
then look with confidence to their fidelity, attach¬ 
ment, and gratitude. 

As to what is said of the India trade being in¬ 
capable of increase, the assertion is completely re- 
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futed by the Reports * of Indian commerce. It ha^ 
increased, and very considerably too, since the ad¬ 
mission into it of tlie American and British private 
traders. The lact is fully proved, and it is a fair 
inference, that further freedom would occasion a 
still further extension of commercial intercourse, and 
its consequent advaiUagcs. 

The other position, generally coupled with the 
preceding, that the wants of the native Indians are 
fixed and unchangeabh', is much of the same stamp; 
but the antiquated prejudice, which asserts or believes* 
it, is in my opinion more absurd than the Hindoo 
prejudices themselves, which it is meant to expose. 
Why searcii for douhtfid causes, when there are 
obvious ones before ns, for the continuance of 
which ourselves are answerable, and which it only 
rests with a British legislature to remove? What 
we conce ve to be fixed or stationary in their habits 
and wants, may be more strictly ascribed to the 
despotism of their (Governors, and their own con* 
firmed poverty; these are causes which would pro¬ 
duce the same eifects in every other people. 

Need 1 appeal to tlie modern state of the finest 
countries in Europe and Afiica, as well as in Asia? 
or to disorders nearer the seat of British refine¬ 
ment, in a Sister Kingdom? Facility of procuring 
food, such as the wretched Peasantry are obliged 
to content themselves with, increases numbers faster 

* Sen Reports on External Coiiiineice in India, ordered by the 
House of Commons to be printed, 3Uth April, i A13, 
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than the means of honest and prolitable employment; 
tluis ui Ireland, us in India, a redundant po|)ulation 
endures the complicated evils of want, ignorance, 
and depravity. 

Adherence to native customs, and obstinacy in 
superstition, wliich are said to elude the hand 
of innovation, and to defy the spirit of improve¬ 
ment, are not exclusively pieuliar, if in a more 
than ordinary degree imputable, to the Hindoo 
character; less obscure causes, whose agency is 
obtrusively discernible, in arbitrary civil institutions 
and oppressive fiscal regulations, produce inveteracy 
of habit, and languid jnddTerence, or settled aver¬ 
sion to change and improvements, in India, just as 
tl)e same tremendous causes have operated the moral 
and intellectual debasement of Egypt, Palestine, and 
Greece: it is the common fate of all countries under 
Mahommedan subjugation. 

In speaking of the Hindoos, particularly in this 
country, something mysterious is always fancied to 
belong to them, as if they were not composed of flesh 
and blood, nor had passions and desires, us the rest of 
the human species. Now, Sir, of all the Indians I 
have ever seen, none were deficient in the ordinary 
sensibilities of our nature, none indisposed to the 
enjoyments and comforts of life, when they had but 
the means ofobtaining them. Their wants might not 
be precisely the same as those of Europeans; but if 
their circuinstaiices ailoweil it, tliey would have 
new wants, which European capital, skill, and 
industry could best supply; and the variousproduc- 
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tioiis now raised, or capable of l)ein'r raised, in their 
own country, wliicli they would iiave to inter¬ 
change with us, would allord means and commodi¬ 
ties lor trade, wliich, if free, might be carried to an 
indefinite extent, with incalculable advantage to 
Britain as well as to India, 

But, Sir, it is only the most complete freedom of 
trade, that can now effectually promoti' the pros¬ 
perity of our Asiatic po.ssessions, or that will ever 
enable us to apply a corrective to those evils in 
our revenue institutions, which, by a premature de¬ 
cision, w'e have decreed to be perpetual. 

It was my intention to have ad<lcd a few ri'inarks 
ou the subject of tint Company’s accounts, lately 
brought bclbre I’arliament and the public -, but 1 feel 
that I have already too long tro passed on the time 
of the Committee, to enter into further dihails at 
present. It is, however, of great importance, as 
well to the Company’s own interests, as to the 
public, that these accounts should be cleajly and 
distinctly umlerstood; and I shall therefore claim 
your indulgence to offer my opinion on them on a 
future night because, if my view of iheir result 
be coriecl, it will afford another strong ground of 
objection to the extension ol' the Company’s pri¬ 
vileges, for so long a period as is pro[)Ose^d. Re¬ 
serving, therefore, what 1 have to add on this hea l, I 
shall only trouble the Committee with one more 
short remark. 

Misrepre.sentation of the motives of public con¬ 
duct is no new occurrence i and with the conscious- 



ness of uprightne^is which I feel within my own 
breast, any thing that may be said of my motives, 
on this occasion, will certainly give me no uneasiness. 

I could wish it only to be remembered, that the 
sentiments I have expressed, are neitlier new, nor 
adopted for the present occasion, nor dictated by 
hostility towards the East India Company. Those 
who know me will bear witness, that they haye 
been the firm and constant impressions of my 
mind, ever since I was able to make satisfactory 
inquiry, and procure authentic information, on the 
subject, as llie public records of the East India 
Company will also attest. Nothing but a sincere 
conviction of their truth, and an ardent hope of 
their resulting, sooner or later, in some degree of 
public good, could have induced me to submit 
them to the judgment of this Honourable House. 

Before I sit down, I must apologize, Sir, for intro¬ 
ducing any thing relating to myself. 1 liave only 
offered this short explanat.on, lest misrepresentation, 
by ascribing motives to my arguments and opinions, 
which have never influenced them, might thereby 
injure a cause which 1 have it so much at heart to 
promote. 
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1'hk coinlition of tlic liushaii(lniai) or JtvoT of India, and tlie 
sjstoin of tainlion, wliicli ^J)leads want and miso.ry llirough 
rpgiiiiis ali<iun:iing wilh the richest productions of nature, appear 
to be iriipnfecily Known, or little eonsidered, even in the metro¬ 
polis Ilf ilk British Empire; or they would, sooner have awakened 
the active feelings of philanthropy, which so eminently distin¬ 
guish our age and country ; the interference of wliich, it is pre¬ 
sumed, cannot be Lss ineriloriotis, nor, it is hoped, less ellica- 
cious, than in ihe great cau'C, which, after many years conflict 
hetwi eii natural justice and commercial |ioli(y, at last prevailed, 
in seenrifig the African from captivity and Ihe scourge. 

The dejected sons of Asia iiiighl prefer even stronger claims on 
our sense <)f national honour and hinminily, since they have long 
been under the immediate guardiamdiii) of the Biitish consti¬ 
tution, whose glory il is, inipariially to walch overall its subjects 
and ditpendents, without regarding the ipiality of the person, or 
the distance of his abode. 

Tile consideration due to the natives of India was urged on 
the notice of I'arliameiil, at the i-porli of prolonging the Trad¬ 
ing Piivileges of the East India Company for a further period 
of twenty years; and although a diselosnre of Ihe defeets and 
ahuse- in our revenue institutions svas received with all the 
alfention, 'vhich ils relevancy to Ihe eommereial points, then 
under diseiission, permitted to expert, yet of necessity the ex¬ 
planatory details, which form the Apjtendices of the Speeches, 
could not Ire iiitroducorl in a debate. 'I'he reader will here find, 
that the author's observations on the prineiple.s of Indian Finance, 
and his animadversions on the evils which it encourages, are 
justified by official and authentic documents, and supported by 
the concurrent testimonies of men, whose opinions, like his own, 
are the result <if personal observation and experience in the coun¬ 
try, whose cau.se is now brought to the bar of British justice. 

It will grieve him, if any jtious Christian take offence at his 
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manner of expressing himself, on the important subject of com¬ 
municating the light of the Gospel to minds hitherto held 
impervious to its rays. His observations are all precautionary, 
intended to relieve our holy religion from the shame of practices 
unworthy of its divine origin, and to avert miscarriage, disap¬ 
pointment, and regret, from Us most benevolent professors. 

Although to implicate in the errors of our Indian Government 
the sacred character of our faith, may be thought unjust or invi¬ 
dious, the association is inseparable in the minds of those, who 
impute their misery to our avarice and ambition. The foreign 
Sovereigns and the foreign Missionaries, Irotli coming from the same 
country, will be equally objects of distrust and jealousy to a 
timid people, unless the practice of Christianity, in deeds of 
mercy and charity by the one, precede, accompany, and exem¬ 
plify the preaching of the other. Let us only well consider the 
relation in which we stand towards the natives of India. If our 
arm of power is no longer dipped in blood, every sinew is 
strained in the exactions of revenue; but terror, and dismay 
wiiether excited by the sword, the tax-gatherer, or monopoly, 
are alike inimical to conviction, which, to reach the heart, 
.should be the result of free enquiry, undisturbed consideration, 
and calm reflection; and these it is vain to look for in a state of 
degradation and oppression. What confidence can the Hindoo have 
in our warmest zeal for his spiritual welfare, if all his temporal 
interests are made subservient to our lust of wealth ? He will 
entertain no flattering idea of our sincerity, if we offer only our 
religion, in return for the possession of his worldly goods, and the 
subversion of his natural rights. 

Is it not then fair to ask, and reasonable to expect, that the 
genuine spirit of Christianity should operate on the rulers of 
India, to abate the rigour of Mahommedan taxation as readily 
as they would disclaim, for themselves and their servants, the 
adoption of any Mahommedan imposture, or Hindoo superstition? 
that a religion of good-will towards all mankind should induce 
them, in mercy, to lower the contributions of the Indian husband¬ 
man to a level with the rates of other agricultural countries ? 

Until this be done; until there be a general amelioration of the 
Ryot’s condition, it is apprehended, that when the book, which 
contains the life and doctrines of the blessed Jesiis, shall be spread 
before a votary of Brama, with none but the mildest persuasives 
for him to peruse it patiently and deliberately, he will have a 
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I'inrlit to ti'll us, who ourscivos ('liristiaiis, that “ our practice 
“ is systctiiaticitlly at Aiiiiaiice willi tlic incrci(iil rcli^'ion wc invite 
“ liiiji to em!)i'ace, 'I'liat IialC a cctitiiry’s cNiiericncc of our 
“ ‘'overniiient in Pen;:and rmicli longer acapiaiiitanee with our 
“ coiumeree there aod in the I'eninsida, Imve given too few exam- 
“ pits of’ the Clnisliaii virtues for ns to expect, tlial tlie simple 
“ Indian 'vill change the lielief of his ancestors for lliat of 
“ Eiiropeiin masters—and might In' not lie allowed to complain, 

“ that Jufli.:ing of the tree hy its fruits, to liiiiiselt and his whole 
“ race it is fidl of hitteniess f” 

It has heen said by a distiiignished l*relat«r of the Church of 
England * timt “ I'rntli is most easilv diseerned in those rea- 
“ soilings and opinions, which lend to praeliee; because the ab- 
“ surdity rnd inconeeiiience of them is src.ner discovered.” 

Idlie tin fierliahites of oW, uho merited a bli ssing from a 
prophet t, the Uramins tcnaeionsly oliserve the sober customs i)f 
tbeir lathers: like the disobedient baaelitis, who weie adino« 
nisbed liy this evuinpic of coiiformifv, wc might he reproacbed 
with neglect ol' the puhlic ordinaiices of imr ( 'hiircli as to divine 
worsliiip, with pi'idanatioii of the .Sabhath, and too common inleui- 
perance, in tliese instances of jrraetical i lailicnce, the Mis¬ 
sionary from an European Setfletneni, would Ite confounded by 
being told, “ Cast out the beam out of ildiie own eye, and then 
“ shaft thou .see clearly to east out llie mote out of thy brother’s 

eye,” 

But if Europcs'.ii mmuiers «'xeite in the liutives of India no 
disposition to leeeivc the articles of oiir belief, much more 
discouragin'! to every true Cliristiaii will be the reflection, that 
their hearts are coiiipletely e.sliaiiged, :nid their disposition for 
religious imtnielion opposed, by ti'clings of distress, resentment, 
and ilisgus', under merciless liemands of revenue.; the heaviest 
burthen whieli the Moguls, in the w:uitonness of coiii|uest, 
ever imposed on Ibis submissive people, having been declared to be 
fixed unalterably for ever, by the Christian successors of Tiraour 
and Anreng/elic. 

Ei’aiigelical |treachiiig from the most hallowed lips, will make 
little impression on the niiuds of the Hindoos, so long as tlie 
iullueui'e of Cliristiaiiity ))roduecs, on the part of its professors, 
no abalenuiit of a system borrowed from the disciples of 

* Tillotsoi’.s Seniioii, lf>0, ciniceniiog Uie geilVetioiis of God. 

t Jeremiali, cliap. xxxv. 
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Mahomt't. Islainism itself will hardly present a more forbuldiiig 
aspi;et to the victims of injustice, who sec half ilu' jtroducn 
of their fields swept away from their use, liy Clirisllan hands, 
with as little remorse as hy the sanguinary Mnssnlmaiis* 

The Fifth Report of the Select Committee of the Ilonourahle 
House of Commons on the Aftairs of the Fast Ipdia Company, 
contains the following among other interesting information as to 
tlie origin of our Revenue institutions, and tlie rales of taxation 
in India, tlie oppressive, iidluenee of wliicli hatilcs every etfort at 
improvement, civil or religions. 

“ As it was tin- opinion ol soitie iiilelligeiit servants oi the 
Company, that it wotdd, in (he iij>i>ro:idiing tietllenient t, he 
more tidviseahle to resort to the, instilutions and rules of the 
old ^overnm^ut, with loliir.li the iiiitires locre (lequainled, titan 
to proceeil upon |niaei|>le.s aiid nile.s, in llte admitiistratiou of 
.justice attd revemie, derived from a stale of society, to which 
tliey were entire .siiangers-; your Coiitmiltee will ))ro('ced to ex¬ 
plain the scheiite of inlental policy, in the management of tlie 
Land Revettue, to wliiclt it was contended, hy the persons above 
alluded to, the preference should tie g/nH.” 

“ In tlie extensive plains of India, a large pro))orlii>ii, estimated 
in tlie Conipiinv’.s proviiiees at one-tliird Ity land Cornwallis, at 
onc-lialf by otiiers, and by somti at two-lliirds, of land eapubic 
of cultivation lies waste, and prohaiily wa.s never otherwise. It 
becitnie, theiefori-, of importance to the native governments, 
who.se princiiiiii (iiiancial resourcis wa.s the Land Revemie, to 
provide, tliat as the population ami cidtivation should inciease, 
the stttlc miglit derive ifs proportion ol advantage fiom this pro¬ 
gressive augmentation. Whatever inighl he the motive of it.s 
iulrodiictioii, the rule for fixing the (iovcriiinciit slraie of the 

* It i.v ii-fiteil l,y Roliic Lsiiii, in lii.v History of Auierieii, (IJook III.) 
tliat a (kuiiiiio of tliv[in!iiol.i, who Jiail oppo.sinl the (jpaiuarils in their 
first invasion of hi.s emmtiy, was taken ami condeinnerl to he burnt; and 
wlieii he vva.s fastened to tlie .stake, a J'Vaiiciscaii Fiiar, labouring to eoii- 
vei l him, |>ioniise(] iiiimeiiiate. uilmillance into tlie joys of' Heaven, if he 
would miilnai-e the Chi'isfi.m Pailli. Ai'tei' some pause, lie. says, “ Are 
tlu-i'C any Si.aoiards in lliaf rei'ion of bliss which yon describe.”—“ Yes,” 
replioii till- illoiik, “ tint only such a.s are woi-t!\y and fjooii.’'—“ d'lie best 
“ of them,” replied the indignant Caziipie, “ liave neither worth nor 
“ goodness. I will not go to a pi'ace wliere I m-ay meet one, of that 
“ ac-i-iirsed race.” 

■|’ On the arrival in liidia of Eoril Cornwallis, auno 1700. Vide iitli Re- 
purl, Page 15. 
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(Prop liao liis lendenry. ^I'liis rii!i,' is :i;; a general j)rin- 

ciplc, tlii'oiigh every part ol (lie (faipiie, vv!:i;‘li lias yet come 
niuler the Rrilislt (lominioii, aiul ttmlouincdly liail its origin in 
times anterior* lo tlie inlrv ot lae Mahommei'a'is into liirli^. 
By lliis rule tlie prodinf of iJic lam!, nl'cl'ie’r lakcii in Lind, or 
estimated in money, nas nnderstiiod (o l-e sinned la di tiin t pro¬ 
portions between the enltivalt.-r and liie f Uu'ernnieiit. 'i'lie shares 
varied when tl:e laud was reerntlv idisired, and reiinircd exlraor- 
diiiarv hdr nir; lint when it was fully settled and prodnctive, l/tr 
cultivdloi' li'iil iil>i>iil IH'hJ ij!ti-i t, and the (Jovernment the re- 
maiiuter. 'I'Ih (ioverimient share was again divided with the 
Zr.M NO At! and the village otHcers, In sncli proportion, llrat the 
Zcmimlar retained no more than ahon) o::r lr:iilh of this sliare, 
or lillle irore than lliree-(ihi<th parts of the whole; hilt, in 
instances of' meritorious condnc!, the delieienev W'as made, n)> to 
him hy speeial giants of lami, demiaainaled I'l'anneanr, or siih- 
sisterire ; ttu' s iiall (lortions wliicli remained were divided he- 
tweoii the Mokiiddiin, or head enlliuitor of the village, who 
was fiii|iposed iirstrumciifa! in originally 'eiiiing tl.e village, or 
derived liii right hy iiilieritaiice, or h\ |iiiri’liasr, tVoin that 
tninsnetion, and who had .slid (he chaig ' ol inoinoting and di¬ 
recting its (ultivatioa-llie ikiushum or (iorayal, whose duty it 
was to guard the crop, and tlie I’litwairv or village iiccoiiutaiit, 
perhaps the only iiihaliitant vvlm could write, and on whom the 
cultivators relied for an adjustment of their demands ami pay¬ 
ments to In made im acronnl of their rents In sides these per¬ 
sons, who I 'oni the Zeiinndais dowiiw;tr<;s, can he regarded in 
no otin’r lig'it than as Sfruiinf s of llw fi'o/vi .vine?//, provision was 
made l itliei hy an allotleil share of the prodneo, or hy a speeial 
grant of lai d, for trie ('.,\N()NiiOi; or eoiifideolial agent of the 
(jover,imciil, whose name implies l!ta( he wa,sllie di'nosilai'y and 
proimilgato 'of the estahlishcd lignialions, and whose otlii:e was 
intended as a cheek on liie condsel in liuaiicial Irausaelions ol’ 
all the rest." 

* 'I'lii' oli.sis vatiiiii, if iiiesiit lo he a|’|>lieil (s i.iie rates (if tlie lUvisiou, is 
sacces,s!iiily ctuitioviM teil by CobnH-l WilKs iu lu.s fir:!! cliaplor, aiul tuany 
of*Ills ai jjunjfiits w.W bo. fomui bi tin*. oT ibis Appoudix.— See Uisto^ 

rieul Sluidu^ <!f iU ' 'Mf/Hooe, 

t bb of ibiM Appendix, a ilofluolion unclor tbe imoie of Soton- 

thiinjy a: tlio itiio of t'J], poi tei.i. IS jiimlo b(tloJo llio division bctv^oi n 
OovoiniHont ami tlie Jiyol, Ihv remaiiidei is. (bon allotud in equal poilioii* 

each. 
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“ Uiidftr l lie supcriiiteiidcnce of this officer, or one of his Go- 
inastalis or a|)poiiitod agents, were julftccd a certain number of 
atfjaccnt villages, (he accounis of which, as liepl: by the Put- 
warries, were eoiistaiilly open to liis inspecfioti, and Ihe transac¬ 
tions in wliieii, with regard to the occupancy ot the land, and 
tlie distiiictinn of hmnidaries, came regularly under his cogni¬ 
zance, in a foi'iii that enabled him, at any time when called upon, 
to report to the Government the t|naulity «)f land in cidtivation, 
the nature of the produce, the amount of rent paid, and gene¬ 
rally the disposal of I lie produce, agreeably to the shares allotted 
by tlic ndes. as above explained. 'I’o bis otlice. moreover re¬ 
ference inigbl l)(‘. had, to determine contested boundaries, the 
use of rivers or reservoirs for irrigation, and generally in all 
tlispufes concerning (lermanent |>ropeiiy or local usage, uitliin 
the limits of his oilicial range.” 

’file following llxtract from Historial Sketches of the Mysoor, 
by Colonel Wilks, may .serve to give a more complete idea 
of the organization of society in India, ainl to place the situation 
of the natives in a more interesting point of view, from its re¬ 
semblance to primeval simplicity. 

“ Every Indian * village is, and appears always to have been in 
fact, a separate coinmniilty or republic, and exliibits a living 
picture of that slate of things which theorists have imagined in 
the earlier stages of civilization, when men have assembled in 
commnnilii's, for I lie pur))ose of reciprocally administering to each 
others wants. I.'I'lie Goud, Polail, Muccuddim, or Mundil (as 
be i.s inunerl in ditrerent languages) i.s the judge and magistrate. 
2. The Curuum, Sliamboag, or Pulwaree, is the regi-ster. 3. The 
Paliary or Sclmlwar: and, 4. The Potec, arc severally the watch¬ 
men of the village and of the crops. 5. The Neerguntee dis¬ 
tributes the water of ihc streams or reservoirs in just proportion 
to the several tields. 6'. The Jotishee or .toshee, or astrologer, 
performs the essential service of announcing Ihe seasons bf seed 
time and harvest, and the imaginary henetit of unfolding the 
lucky or inducky days, and hours, for all the operations of farm¬ 
ing ; 7th Ihe smith, and Slh carpenter, frame the rude instru¬ 
ments of husbandry, and the ruder dwelling of the farmer. 
<)■ The potter fabricates the only utensils of the village. 10. The 


* Wilks's South of India, page 117. 
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wasliormaii keeps clean tlie fe.w «arnien(s which are spun, and 
sunietiiues woven, in the liirnily of the (•irmor, or purchased at 
llie ii' iires) market. 1 I. The harher conlrihiites to tlie cleanli¬ 
ness, and assists in the toilet of the villa"ci'.s. 12. The silver¬ 
smith, marking' the approach of liixury, manufactures the simple 
ornaiiients with which they deliwht to hedeck their wives and 
their daughters; and these twelve olliccrs (llarra liillownitee or 
Ayangada) or requisite menihers of the eonimunilv, receive the 
compensation of their labour, i-illifT in allotments of land from 
the corporate .stock, or in fees, consisting of lixed proportions of 
ttie erop of every farmer in the village. In some instances the 
lands of a village, arc cnilivaled in comtnon, and the erop 
divided in the proportions of the lalionr contributed, but ge¬ 
nerally each occupant tills bis own tichl; the wa.slc land is a 
common pastin-e for the cattle of the village; its external boun¬ 
daries arc as carefully markctl as tho.se of the richest held, iiiid 
they are miiintaiiicd as a common right of the village, or rather 
township (a term which more conectly ile.sciihes the Ihiiig in oiir 
contemplation) to the exelnsion of ollters, with as much jealousy 
and rancour as the frontiers of the most potent kingdoms. .Such 
are the primitive, compoiiciit parts of all the kingdoins of India. 
Their technical combinaliou to compo.se distiicis, provinces, or 
principalities, ol from ten to a inuidred llionsand village,?, has 
been infinitely (liversitied, at difli rent periods, by the wisdom or 
c.aprice of the < liief ruler, or by the vigour tutd resistance of 
those who, ill every age, comilrv, ami c uiililion, have coveted 
imlcjveiidenee. lor themselves, ami the power to govern the 
gveatc-sl piessible number ot their Itlloiv-i realiires. Menu’s ar- 
rangeiiieiit places a lord over one town with its district (which is 
jirecist iy tin: townsliip above describcih; a lord of ten, of 
iwciit), of a hundred, and of a Ihousami, in a .scale of regular 
subordination, reporting ami icceit iiig comuiands successivelv from 
the next in gradation, and li.ves with preci.sioii the salai ie,s and 
perquisites of each : biy scheme of government recognizes none 
of those persons who in tlic.se days arc known by the several de¬ 
signations i f Wadeyars, I’oligars, Zemindars, De.shayes, &c. (all 
in their respective jurisdictions) assuming when they dare the 
title of llaja or King ; all officers enumeratetl by Menu have, 
in their several scales, at diitureiil periods, simply acted as agents 
of the sovereign; as farmers of revenue contracting with the 
sovereign for a certain sum, ami levying what they can as par- 
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tisnns or chiefs of troops; receiving an assignment on reveniies, 
inijnnged by another or tlie direct management tlicmselves, for 
the purpose of defraying the pay of the troojrs.’' 

" In these several capacities tliey may have eontinned obedient 
to the sovereign who lieputed Ihein, they may have obtainerl iVom 
his favour, or from his fears, a remission of part of tlie sum to be, 
accounted for, they may have rebelled and usurped tlie vvliole 
government, or have established a small imiependant prim'i)ia- 
lity, or a larger: but with regard to the villages or townships, 
of which the principality is composed, llu'y have appeared hut in 
one character; viz. (lie government, the sovereign: a person 
exercising sovereign anttioritv on his own account, or by dele¬ 
gation, on arconnt of another. The iotmior constitution and 
condition of cat'll separate township rcmaiiH nnclianged : no revo¬ 
lutions affect: ir, no coiiijiiesl reaches it. It is not iiifciidei! to 
assert, lh;il the village in oiir eonlenipltdioii may not have [no- 
dneed the Ciesiir of his lillie world : the rights of the irihiihiltmls 
may have been invaded by the l'i>Uiil,hv the Poligar ruling over 
twenty, by It.c Wadcy ii' ruling over lliiily-lhrce, by the eollcctor 
over two liun'hed, or iiy tlie sovereign of Iwenly tlionsand town- 
sliijrs, eiich or either ol' tliese jiersons may liave atteaipled, or 
have ■ ii!;c(a:ili d, or have fnled, in persuading or forcing an ang- 
mcnlaiion of the pi()|)oitioii of money, or of grain, paid by tlte 
towiisliip (o tlic state; but tin; compiesls, usurpations, or revo¬ 
lutions, considered as such, have ahsolnlely no influence on its 
condition. The coii((ueror, or usurjrcr, directly, or Ihrougli his 
agents, addressc:; him.self as sovereign or representative of tlie 
sovereign to the head of the township; its officers, its homi- 
rlaiies, and the whole frame of it.-: interior management remain 
unalterahly the same '*', and it is of iniporiance to remember,that 
every state in India is a congeries of ti.e,-e lillie ivjmhlics.” 

* Every village, with its twidve Ayangadec.'i, as tliey are called, is a 
little republic, with the Polail at tlie head of it; and India is a inara ot 
such repnhlics. '1 Ijc inhabitants, during war, look cliiclly to their own 
Potail. They l ive tlicmselves no tronlile about the brcaking-nii and 
division ot kingdom.s; while. ih« village reinains entire, they caic init to 
what poM'er it is transA ri ed ; wherever it goes tlie infernal inimagi ni'Tit 
remains nnallered ; tlie I’otuil is still the collector and niagistrate, and 
head tanner. From the age of Menu, until lliks day, the sclllemenle have 
been made either with or thioiigli the Potaiks. Wicks. 
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“ A ml; in runnbcr nf Vi i.i.Acns *, vvilli a society thus orga* 
iiizod, toniicd a PinuJU nn ah ; u eeilain niiniljer of those coro- 
pi'clieii liiig u tiacl of coiiiilrY, einril |»'i!ia|).s to a moderate 
sized laigli.di rouiity, was denominated a CniiCKi.A; of these 
a certain iiimdter and cxli i:l, formed a ( I'acAii ; a ti'iv of (liose 
formed tlie last or goaml division, slyScd ,i Soon Ail, of which, 
by tile Dew-ajiny griint, tlie I’nitis'i (ioverimienl had obtained 
two, tile So[)ii.\n of i>j;M;A!,, tli.il of i’l.MiAii, with |(ai!; of 
O1MS.SA.'’ 

On ilie st.lijec! of llic!lavelf, laioils of I'orlSI, Oeojgc,(Lio/ds of 
wliicli iovmii.ient ciiiisii!< icd itself the proprietor, and having no 
infermi'iiiiile ocstipaiils or agi-tils, its ’'cniii.dais, I’tdygars, &c. lic- 
tween tlie. S i\i,Meign and llie < ',i'ti'. alois) ll:i‘ .'.th Itejioit, page I 17, 
atids, '■ Vonr(,.'iaiio:ilte<‘will btsl t.iii ili'.'piini iples ol‘llcvemie 
admini jlration, /oveo i.e.irc/// u.'lvjiini hy the (.'ompany’s govern- 
meutiii the l;ill‘. r desciipti.iii of leuiloty, geo.'iafiy dislingiiiished 
by till ini'iKi of Cii'ear or llavcliy iamds. Thi' iiilmest in tbe 
soil wan eei.ei'iSl.y loniid to lie divi.ied bef.viiii (iovciimieiit ami 
the ciiltivifor. 

“ l’l.,<; cslahli.dicd or iimleist>n,d .■•haie <>!' t!.i- lln'mer, IVoiii Ihiddy 
lalais, or vt'id, dcsigiiiileil by iJ.'e term Noiijiili, wiis ge/icraily 
reteivid in l.iinl, at rate-, varying l.iOii to lii lit) jicr eeiit, i of 
the giois prodtiee, subject to it (It il-.ti lion of cerliiin proportions 
tti'itiibnteil among the senanls, iiiid app.tipvialcd to charitable 
uses, d'lie (jlov ,'i'niii< i!t sliaic td (Iiy grain t iilline, called Puiijab, 
whicii Wiis coi.sidcralily less th.ai in the Ximjah lands, was 
mo.!!\ reel iu'd in mooi'y,” f. c. 

“ 'file (leiiiiiiiil mi l)ii' cnilii.ilt.r wus, hovvcvcr, liy no nicuui 
eonfili (1 to vile esfablislied rales id i.iiiiMiis or nail;; I'oi', bc- 
siiies ihe ,'';nei thilie.s iind liix! !, ptoMmid iiinl prolevsiomil, the 
Uyid I'/as snlje.t to extraoiihiiiny aiiSs, iiddiliomil assessments, 
and It, the piixalc exai’lions of the otiiicjs of ttovernmenf, or 
renters, am thc r people : so that wiiat was left lo the liyot was 
little more (him wlial he was riiahlcd to xecurc lij/ evusiou and 

COIIVI’I IlHi Ill 

of he,gi iii'tiil adiiiinistiation under Ihii rthiliommedans, we have 
it jcp irleil hy the Seh ct Oommiltee, pa ;i. ■, that “ the informa¬ 
tion (onmiiiiiicated to the Diieetors hy the Supreme Govern- 

.> tl 1 . 

f Vufc puire jl<, ;ni!! gu-c c-j of laiji Appilnlix, 
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merit in 1772, represented the internal government to be in a 
state of disorder, aiul tlie people suffering great oj)])ression : these 
evils were imputed lo the nature of the former administration.” 
“ The Nazims exacted what they could froTn tlie Zemindars, and 
great fanners of tlie Jtevenue, whom they left at liberty to plun¬ 
der all below, reserving to themselves the prerogative of |)lim- 
dering them in turn, when they were supposed to have iiirioiied 
themselves with the spoils of tlie country—Tlie rt /w/e sa/v/on tliirs 
resolved itself on the part of the public oilicers into habitual 
extortion and injustice, which produced on that of the culliva- 
tor the natural conseipieuccs, concealment, and evasion, by which 
(joverinnent was defrauded of a coii.siderahle jiart of its Just 
demands.” 

"With respect lo the admini.strafion of justice, the regular 
course was every where su.speiided, but every man exercised it 
who had the power of com[)e!liiig others lo submit to his de¬ 
cisions.” 

I'liese indeed are l)ul the naliiral effects of such a land-tax 
as we arc considering, and must inevitably be felt under every 
adniinstratioii, whicli lias the injustice to iiiforec or adopt if. 

It is now officially recorded, and before Parliament, that of 
the produce of lamls in India, the cULTiv atou had about two- 
liftlis only®, ami (Jovernmeiit the remainder, for tlie purposes 
of tlie Stale, and to provide for the oilicers employed under it, 
to ascertain and collect this revenue, of which ninc-teuths ap¬ 
pear to be the return lliti.s taailo to floicniiucnt, allowing at 
most one-lcntli to the Zemindar, or resident collector, for his 
trouble. But the most affecting pictme of Indiau misery is 
the account of tlie llavelly Lands of Fort St. (leorge, where, 
after payment of the established land-tax to Cioieinmciit, which 
varied from 40 to do jier eeut. of the gross (iroduce, extraordi¬ 
nary public and jirivate exactions, on what was intended to be¬ 
long to the Ryot, so reduced the residue, as in tlie emphatic 
words of the Committee—lo leave him little he.sides what he 
was enabled to secure by evasion and eoiiei alment. 

Such were “ the institutions and rules of the old Govern¬ 
ment,” to which it was deemcrl advisable lo resort! Such was 
the state of a vast eountry, with .sixty millions of souls, when a 
corporation of Christian merchants succeeded to the autho- 


• Vide Page af), alsv Page liii. 
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rity <tf its Mussulman cnnijurrors; ami odious as the com- 
()arisou may b<; felt, it would he enlp-ahle evasion of incontro- 
vetfihle evidem e to deny, that, these Mahoiiimeiiau principles of 
Finance are the basis, taken by lire Honourable Company, for 
their pernimient settlement of the revenues of India. 

In Great Hritain, where hunianity is liououied, and justice made 
the diicf I'im of Government, we .should consider it a compromise 
of the national honour, to listen tor a iiioinent to suggestions 
for authorizing or sanctioning, in the conduct of our fellow- 
countrymen, in any settlement however lemoto, the immoralities 
or cruellies of Mahomet and liia followers. Degradation of one- 
half of the human species in the female sex, polygamy, and pro- 
selytism by the sword, we condemn with just abhorrence aud 
virtuous indignation; how then, it may be inquired, from the 
iinpuie fouiilam, whence these and other enormities have over-' 
flowed large portions of tlie. earth, how from the source of 
imposture and usurpation in the MaUominedaus, can we, can 
Christians, draw justification, or seek precedents, for taking 
from a Imsbaiidmari one-half of the jiiodtice of his fields.^ A 
burthen unknown, not only in Britain, but unheard of in any 
other part of the world. 

Lest any one .should hesitate enfeiing into tile author’s objec 
lions to liie rate of this tux, from doubts of its being actually 
renewed aud iriforced by the British sovereigns of India, the 
i'ollowing official extracts may be necessary to the information of 
readers, unaccustomed to the details of eastern exactions. 

ICjLtriict of a Letter from the Judge of Ihoueh, dected llt/r 
May, lliOS, addressed to the Goeeruor in Council of Bombay. 

“ The right of the Iloiiourable Company, as rulers aud sove¬ 
reigns, to one-half of the produce of the Government Lands, is one 
of the first and most undisputed priuciple.s of the old established 
laws of this part of their territories." 
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Tlie Ajipemlix lo (lie Fit’lli Report * cor.tiiins tim following; es- 
traets from the reports of collectors on surveys and assessments. 

“ Tlie lands in I" \ dijy Fi ulds, yielding fzco crops, are asecr- 
taiiicdto lie (toontalis. 


Tile hi ir/ttnl of wilieh is as follows : 

The first crop of the best of wet lauds. t7 

The second croji from the same ground. ti 6' 


25 0 

Deduct Sutundnini, A c. erpiai 12i-per cent... 3 2^ 

Jiemains......... 22 

Ryot’s share. Jl 1 

CiKCAit (or Gov tiUNMUiNT) slwie 11 

- 22 1 1 

'J’he fractions being let go to the Ryots. 

“ The /owi'!tl rate of the lands giving two crops is thus 


.settled. 

The tirst (To|» (iroduees.;. 10 (i 

The second eroi)... . . 5 4 


Iti 

Deduct Sotundrum, &c. of 12» per cent. 2 


14 

Ryot’s share..... 7 

ClllCAlltoi (iOVtiRNMItlNT'i .share. 7 

—■ 14 


The lands yielding wic crop arc rated from 2f). 4. to 13, 15. 


the whole jirodnce of thelirsl .soil. 15 

'I'he .Sotnndiimi. 1 lOf 

13 li 

Ryoi’,s share...... (i (>|. 


CiucAiL (^or GoviiUMMiiN ij share... O' (i^ 

-13 1 = 


I'age 700. 
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riir total averaj^c pitoui:;'!'. on lliu limd.s giving TWO CKol'S 


is;!. I'ollows : 

Wi olo iivrragc pro<lii<;(' |i( r (iMiniafi. 22 2 

.S«l .ln(Ji iiiii,al II per {( 111 ... 2 

1! ) -H 

OF wliidi 

lilt' 1 ’y.)1's sliart! is fonlvV...... ') H '' 

- ' •■'to 

'I’lif Cl!;('A It or Covi'.n N VI I'.MT sliaic.. 9 

- J<) H 


17ii' total av'cragii phoduce in llic lands yidding one chop 
is as tollows'. 


Whole average produce. Hy... 


Sotundrum... 





10 

Ryot’.s sharp..... 

'> 'Ii 

ClRCAtt or ( iov RUN M K N 1’ .shale. 



- 10 


I/j.rlrdils fviun Mr. lfoiJ«-soii’s IlipDrti in Apjnndit to Fifth 
Ri'porl. /■'figi ,0 ! » 

In the N'oillieru Cin-ais, For iiislam:i'. Ilia Kvnts have paid a 
dvid i'( vrliU'‘ Forages; llial is, liny have givrii /('/i'///nr rtni. or 
tiiuiL’ oi less oF llii'ir produee, acrording to loi:;d eireiiiiistanees, 
either ii. iiioiiey or in kind.” 

Page y6‘.’. “ 1( is reeorded of Penares, lhat two modes of 
paying lande.l assessmeiils prevail in (hat proviiiee. I!y die tirst 
the Inisliaiidiiian engages to pay Ihe value oF onc lni'f oF what¬ 
ever in i he ei iirse eiF the year Ihe F.iriii shall Ik; I'onnd to yield, 
liy the second, he makes liim.selF responsihk' For ihe original 
l llld-la.v imposed liy the Emperor Akh.n, hip^it/iir U’ilh mch 
rfldilio uil nrsmsiiv ills it.t lair n iH;tix hare prcsrrihi'/l.” 


■r I'ilili JO porl, 7tl. 
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Extract from the printed Report of the Bengal Commissioners 
appointed to settle the Province of Malabar, in )793- !• 

Page 217. 

“ 'I’he chief and council (of Telicliery) ordered lhat the assess¬ 
ment on tlie oarts should continue in the usual manner, which, 
wliilst only rated as above ineutioiied, at 25 per cent, on the pro¬ 
duce, remained in a proportion of one-fourih more lightly taxed 
than the rest of Malabar; there being no rule better und^stood, 
or more fully and readily acquiesced in, with respect to the as¬ 
sessment of the country in giaieral, than lhat the Government is 
entitled to one half of the clfeclive pro<lnce of both trees and 
vines.” 

Extracts from Mr. .Shcr.':'s (Lord Tcignmouth’s) Minute, 18th 
June, i7S<}, in Appiitdix to the Fifth Report, page ISO. 

“ I assume, as a fac.t, the llyots pay in a proportion of one- 
half of the gross produce of their lands.” 

I’agc 1S1. “ 8'he rates of assessment are so Iieavy on the Ryots 
in many districts, that I believe their capacity to discharge litem 
arises from their secretly holyling lauds which pay no rent. How 
far this may extend, I know not." 

Numerous other authentic documents might be quoted from the 
same report; but lhe.s-e, it is presumed, will suffice to shew that 
such is the rate of impost on the agriculture of India. 


Of the abuses in the management and collection of this Revenue, 
an example may be taken from the 

TANJOllK REPORl'. 

“ By the Committee appointed to investigate the abuses exer¬ 
cised by the native servants of Government, employed in th# 
administration of the revenues of Tanjore. 

(Signed) Charles Harris, 

John Wallace, 

Cemhneonwn, W. Bi.ACKBUKNE. 

,11 .tuly li.)()4. 
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“ U is V ell known to Oovernnient, that the manner in which 
the Land Revenues of Taiijore have been of late years aclmini- 
slereil, was by an Avimanie division of the cro])s. Tlie facility, 
which thii" system of managenieut allbrils, (tf committing depre¬ 
dations on the Revenue, was, from its first establishment, well 
known to die collector, who appears to have instituted every pos¬ 
sible check for the preventing of those abuses, to which, he was 
fully aware, t/ic system was in this respect liable. That these 
checks were well calculated to ensure the ends for which they 
were ifdopied, the Coirmiitlee have full prool' from their e/iects 
in the first year of the Anmanic, I'ZIO, when the Sircar servants 
were not linked together by a common chain of interested villainy 
and corniplion, and when the trifling depredalions on the Revenue 
were contiued to a few petty Alonigars and inferior Landholders, 
But restraints, which in that case were effectual, and which w ould* 
have remained so, had any one class of the native servants conti¬ 
nued in the uiuight discharge of their duty, became of little avail, 
when the whole mass of servants, bolh in the Culchcrrys and in 
the district:!, felt the desire and sought the. means of peculation 
and plunder.’' 

“ From the accounts given in by the Meerassadars to the Com¬ 
mittee,” (under circumstances by which a confession was ohiair.cd 
from the piirlie-i concerned in the depn-dations on the Reieiiue 
as amply detailed in tlie ISe]M>rt) “it would appear that in 
the three harvest years or Fustics 12, and 13, the 

total quantity of the Nunjah produce kept out of the Circar ac¬ 
counts, and concealed from the knowledge of the collector, 
amounted, to .oiJ'l Ciaree, ut which tol d aiiioimt (jurce 

fonnexl the actual depredation oii the N-injali 1‘cvenucs of G'o-. 
verimiciit. “ I'liis grain, had it been brought to aciouat, won!:; 
have augmented flic actual revenues of the three \e.:i • in i ' , l ,,-i 
of Star I’agodas l,2l,h'3d. 26 f. ,53 c. ( f'4''!,ri;:i |, sict!;. .:;, .,;mi 

lated at 8s. per Pagoda) according to the aveiagi- Mice f : vi.;, ;, 
the Governincnt grain sold in lue dllVcicnt 'i’alo.iks tor die r n in s 
in question.” 

“ Tlie Coiniuittee feel little hesitalinii in stating the Poonj.di 
embczi'lemcnt, at Sl.ir Pagodas ? t' bye. amt that 

of the Soiuadiijuin 12 5;!. 12 I',, inak.i.g a total cmlie-!- 

zlenient on tlie Revenues of the High Lauds iii Fi .l . i 2 !l of 
Star Pagodas, 83,72*. Iflfs. In Fu.sly 1213, the Poonj.ili laud, 
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incliuliiiiJ! tlie Soniadajuni, liad been renled to the inliabi 
tarils.” 

“ T he Kand Hevenues of I’lislys 1211, 12, and 
i;), have, liy the Joiiil (lepredalioria and eoi- 
rnjifinri of the Meeia.' sadars and Cireai sei - 

■' iiis, sull'eiefl a deralealion of. 

'!<• . ieh, add llie amount o( einbezzleUK iif of 
erain in I 210... 


Total deialeali'iii oT L.nid !!evt'ime viiiee llir a •. 

1 2,0/,Si):) ,>;-i 

ebtahJisliiiieiit of (he /lumaiiie sy„(em. ) 

I'laads inlheoii.l i' ([ead.s of lleeeijit. 

l-'raud.s in (he Dielmi^eineiils as they atleet 


Total loss by {l(iveiimioiit in Tii.sly 1210,^ 

> 1, 12, and i;l. 1 

Fnvthvr amount of Frauds on the Pislxnse. 
ments, not utreeliii!’ (iovernment but inili- 

viduals. 

Frauds not allecling (lie Receipts nor Dis- 


dividuais, 


s, r. 

fs. 


■ 2,(fi,3f)3 

O 

53 


.‘>.7 

48 

2,07,81):') 

3 S 

ol 

1Ifi I 

:i(> 

2d 



13 

(i,;»70 

37 

15 

2.0!),54y 

i-t 

7-» 

F'i,7l4 

17 

40 

27,^(>9 

32 

5t 

13,10,533 

23 

6 


“ On tlie dei^vees of s’liilt of the several depredators, tlie Coni- 
niittee eannot deem it t ilher just or polilie, to measure the delin- 
iiuency of each individual by the decree of profit whieli lie 
derived from his guilt, for il is not by tlie actual sum received 
by any one, or any ten, of the imiividuals eoncenied, that the 
Revenues of (ioverlimenl have su(fered,il is from the example of 
eon uption, and the spirit of riipacit)/, manifested by the su¬ 
perior servanis, that a si/siriti of ftariup; fraads lias been dif¬ 
fused th.roii^lioiil till whole of the natire eslfiblishmnil, em 
ploped ill the miii)iip;cment of the Itevnmes, and ihiit the whole 


t a.'.lit,‘,'(.3 Uciliu;/. 


* slei'lii)". 
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tenaiitrii of dn I'xlinsivr irnd populous ('rovince have, ban 
almost sh/uced from l/irir uflifsiuitcr, and h'd into mrasures of 
a nuiurt ihe ’niost /la^itious.” 

“ riie lV'siic;!i' of 1ln' colloclors Ciili liriiy, tiic iiilcjpicti'rs in 
llif cDllci'tiii'.s mnl ussishnils CuU-lu-rrics, llu.’ lu'ii’l 1 and 

tlio l.t'iid IJi'loyel, I'roiii Iho voiy iialiui- of tlioir t)liii'Os, could 
liuvc jircvt iitcd liy tlicir iiitcgrily, or discovi'ic<l by tlicir vigilaiuT, 
any urtcmpt at Iraiid or ciiilxzzltmi ni, on the pait of llic other 
servaols ot the csUihlishau-iit; but by a bane, iiiiiuincijilcd, and 
iiitcrciti ii diaialoiiniciil of every jiail ol' llieir duty, lliey liave, 
I’dr a <'oiu|)aratively small prolit, oeeasioiieil a considerable loss 
to (baei ii iieni, by separating from it, and encouraging in .secret 
enmilv wit i it. the people of a wiu.le coiuilry. 


S. IM 

“'Ihc Pe.sch irs inonihly .salary was..... 100 

His dcptedatioiis on (ioveriimeut... 13,M4 

And oil Individuals..... b,Sf;> 


“'I'hc interpreter of lh<‘ colleetors (hilihenv, Unii- 

garow, had a uionthly salary of. 50 

llii deptvilatious on the Public are. 3,()0!) 

On Indidduiils. 

.s. ps. 

“ Tiie interpreter in the Culelieii y of the fust assistant, 

iiaiuiali, hud a luoiilhly .salary ot. OQ 

flis deprt datioiis on the Public amount to. iS,,S'.ll 

And on ladivlduals... l,M.'hj 


“ I'be interpreter in the Culclierry ol the second assist¬ 
ant, I lieduiubaraiiada iMoodely, had a iiioiilhly 


Si lary of.. ',’0 

Ills depri datiojis on the Public amount to,.,.. ,J,08H 

And on Individuals, to... 31 1 

S. I’s. 

“ PI e belli Hirearrali bad a iiioiillily .salary of.. 10 

His liepri dations on the Publii- are.. 0,1 

•And on Individual'..,,...-.’yr 
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S, r«. 

“ The head Deloyet had a moutbly allowance of. 10 

His depredations on the Public are. 1,140 

And on Individuals... 2,058 


s. n. 

“ The Javabuavis received a monthly salary of.. 15 

His depredations on the Public amount to. 1,492 

And on Individuals to. 893 


'Pile Committee contkide their Kejrort by inserting tlie follow¬ 
ing Statement, showing the proportion which the cinhezzlenient 
and frauds, in the four Fuslys, bear to the net revenues of those 
years. 

" EMBEZZLEMENT on the Ueceipts and Disbursements of 
Government, in Fuzlees 12i0, 11, 12, and 13 : 

r». c. 

Star Pagodas.;. 2,09,549 14 75 
*' Recorded net Revenue in the same years ... 34,40,356’ 33 39 

Total net Revenue. 37,09,906' 6 34 


Or sterling .6.107,8*20, embezzled out of .£.1,-1 S3,962.” 


This instance of a general condrination against the Govern¬ 
ment is a melancholy demonstration of the common feelings of 
the natives, under the present adininistjation of the revenue, 
and may he contrasted witli very oift'erent efiects of modera¬ 
tion in another district, as recorded in the Fifth Report of the 
Select Committee* 

“ The ceded districts were obtained by the Company in 1H00, 
and were placetl under Lieutcnant-Coionel Thomas Munro; this 
very extensive tract of country, which, including the tributary dis¬ 
trict of KuuNOtii,, is larger than Scotland, and which is con¬ 
sidered to contain a population of about two millions, bad been 


* Pdge 134. 
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Slink U) the lowest (lohit of flecleiision hy ii weak and impro- 
videiit (iovciriniient: the value at ‘.vlin li it was ceded was 16,51,545 
Star I’aeodas, iiieliidiiij; all heads of revenue. 'I he collector in 
the lirst iiistanis' lived his rents iiuieli l/t/ou’ u liiil htid been the 
former dtmaniK ineieasiii" it only :is llie means id' the Ryot, 
and the im|)rov!n 5 » alaie of the eoimtiv enabled him safely to do; 
he reltinied to laigland at the end of (he year 1807, haviii" been 
upwanls ol seven years in the < Inline of Ihe disirii ts. Dnrinir 
tlii.s period the laml revenues liad increased (min 10,06, >.d;J 
liaeod.is to or from J'IO'.!,(».'57 to .£'()t)6,p0t) sterling, 

havinii; in one vear (ISOj-6) in which the season was extraor¬ 
dinary favourable, exceeded that amount in considerably more 
than ii lac of U. l’a«oda.s. '!'he whole aaienut realised witliin 
that, period, and up to (lie conidnsion ol' (lie levi'inu' year 1807-8,. 
inclnding lhe other branches of revenue, was no less than 
l|l!h.')0,1.Ip SUir 1‘agodas, t'|.,7y6,l()S sterliii;;, with a remission 
on Ihe whole id' no more than o,l15 Ra;i:od.i‘i 1 f, Ope, m- ,£’|,s6'8 
sterling.” 

“ !l was reei'i'd-d b', (be ai’ting (iovciiior, on the resignalion 
of I.ii id. folonel .Munro, “that the iiiliabilaiils from disiniited 
horde.s of iawlis.s lieebooters, liad fieeciiie as liir iidvaneed in 
civilization, siibiiiission to the law.s, and idiedieneo to the magis- 
(rates, us any siihjeels under the Madras (ioverniuent; that every 
one seemed satislied with his ritiudion^ and that the regret of 
the people was universal on the dejiarliiie of the principal eol- 
lector.~lt was iil-o staled by (lie piincijial cidlector Inmself 
on that occasion, that if no allcialion was alliinjited, the ceded 
districts would yield, one year with laioibcr, about 18 lacs of 
pagodas, ai:d lliat it would never lie nece;-.'..ny lo call on! a .single 
Si',i>;)'i’ lo .'inpjiort tlie eolliu-lioiis.— In Ibe lidiowing year liS08-p, 
the Iclal (ollei lions amomiled lo no less than Slar I’agodas 
18,02,570*, of which sum lb',()(.l,;)08 | coiisisled of land revenue 
only." 

With the.se opposite effects in t!ie tevenuo administration of 
India befoie us, willi such cvidciiee of abject Ireaclierv and fraud 
in one case, and of lo\a!(y, altaclmiciit, and indiestry in the other, 
a naliaal desire will arise to relieve a numeions people from 
the galling yoke of exactions, whicli leave them no resource but 
deceit or v oleiice: and after admiring the ex.unple of modera- 

.fZ ’ljOS't slerliiig. t .sterliii”;, 

L 
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tion which reflects so much lioiiour on Colonel Munro, ,we cannot 
refuse joining in the regret expressed by Colonel W ilks *, 

“'riuil. the, loii!!, anti iiisititerrupted snh jtgalion of Iliiidostiin 
by Wahoniiiirilan jninces had so hir oi>! (' rated (he best cha- 
racteis of tlie am lent Hindoo eeiistitnlhni, as to piesent to 
the fil'd observers nodiiiig iiul Mahommedan iiislilulions 

and edicis, as if.o eaiiicsl doeunteiiLs vihidi it was necessary to 
consider.” 

“ Institiilioiis,” adds (lie same jiidieioiis writer, “ derivcjl from 
tlie best inaclices oi' a eode, \v!iii:!i inculcates war against iididehs 
as a rcii'.,'i(ins unis, ccndeniiis the women and cliildrcn ot the 
vanquisl.ed Jo slnverv, the mni to dealh, and condeseemls to 
■aecej.it: submission amt the /;/'’'/ic.-./ ponsihU: Iriimfr, as a iner- 
cifnl coiniiuitation for liher'y and iii'e, do not seem to be very 
propf-r objects of innl-aiion << r an Kindisli government.” 

Tile vvhoie fnnUieial plan id'a IVIohaniinedaii (dovcrmiieut M'cj'- 
ci.y'! larr iviuh'h is eomprised in the following short e,xtract 
from their most eeleliralejl Law 'i’laet liedayu, Iniok IX. Chap. 7 : 
—‘ 'Ha: learned in l/te law, /lit: ihnt Utc ulniosi extent of tribute 
is one half of the aclnal product, nor is it nUoxeabh: to exact 
move ; but the lak/ii!^ oi a half is nn titorc than strict justice, and is 
not iprunnivai : as tl is hreeftil to take the ■athole. of the person and 
propert! of infidels, and to disiribulc ihcin union’; the Mnssuhnans, 
it follows that lakin:; half ihiir incomes is laeftd a fortiori.' 

”'5'liose w'lio eoiiteiid for the propiielary right of the sove- 
rei,i];ii, will, ill this slave of oppre.ssion, lliid him to |)Ossess one lialf 
of the [iroiinee, as a haiharous remuiieralioii I'or not Iniving mitr- 
di ved the original pro|)rietort”. 

“ III one part of the commentary on a digest of the Hindoo 
laws by Jagganatha ” (be UAIITII Is declared to lie the pro¬ 
tective i‘uovi.i;TY of powerful eoiKpierors, not of subjects culti¬ 
vating tlie soil.’ 

The perusal of such slavish autlioriiies is irksome ; but is it not 
more wonderful liiat to (Joverniiunls, whose praeliees were regu¬ 
lated by tliese maxims, any reference could ever he made hy men 
accustomed to tlie language of freedom, and the knowledge of 
civil lights ? Iiy Brilous? by Christians? 

It is vain U) reply, tlial arbitrary piincijiles are more adapted 

Cliap. h. inigc ia.s. 

f Colonel Wilks, (.'iiap. 6, Page IGI. ]: lilcm, page ilii. 






76 


tr) lliv' people Ilf Iiifli:! tliiiii iif !vi"l;inil t sii'’li pi'iiiviplei aiiiJ such 
j'lriiclicoi 1 either lose imr •.ir!|!iiie ilu ir peniii iou'i tcmleiny to 
einbiiler nuiu’s lilo, am! <lei«i':u!e liim liclow tlie onlinui v it vol of 
his species, from tlie iisped of a siiullieiii or ii iioi theni si y : the 
climufe of India can oever cMoise, liiii ill the slii'iiest decree pal¬ 
liate the iiihiiiiKinilv or lyiannyof Ifmloos, I'iIo,;;n!s, nor of any 
other siiccessoii to tin it doiiiioioii. 

The soil ninl l iimaie olTlio M.iiia -.iri; i..>1 '(.ond to luive under¬ 
gone apy aai'ii ('hfU!i>c, as to aceoimi tVooi natural ciiuses for the 
chaiiL'C of chancier in il.s iiilialiilaiits. It is the pestilential hreath 
of Mahontinedan despotism that has vvronglil the degradation,of 
maiii.in(.l in llii'.se the two iliiesl connliies in the world. Kestore 
libert'.’ to i iieece, .she will again (toiiri;.!' ; deprive Britain of hcr’s, 
and of tbe nations of Ihiiope .-iic will lie the last: were it pos-_ 
sihle that des|ioiisni. life, that wiiivh lor ages has prevailed in the 
countries of tb ' .^oiilb and flic Iseiil, ecuid be .supported in our 
.Nortlicrn regions, it vvamld sink 

“ Tliis laiul of Inn'oes, bards, ami (itilsiots,'’ 
to a level u (til llic modcni (irecLs and Hindoos. 

Tlio ,stat: of Society iiidnced by liiiisysloin of revenue in tlie 
Compally's (list l if t,s, vv liicli liad •h seended to ns iVom our Maho- 
nicdan jne Icce «m-s, is Ihns deseti'm-d by tin; Court of Directors 
when the mca'me of changii':' this sysicm was propotvcd, and 
Lord Corii.vallis appointed to carry tin rfango ieiio efl'cet. 

lliirurl Ji om ihc Lclttr vj ihc t’oiirt {'k'lrciors io iju: Su- 

pi'iim' (. ovt'i i'if/l j'/ii'U 11 : o. ilcporl, page 

1 Of), 

“ Tile Hi dure of our doiiiiiiioii in liiiiia lenders it e:.)>e(iienl, that 
our revemn- system should be sinijih' m its principles, and nniiorm 
in its opera ion and l!ie. embarrairsed .st.ile of onr allairs (lemands 
from us, and from onr servants, every pnielieable attention to 
frugality,—On reviewing tlie eoiiduel of our revenue de))ai‘tnieut 
for some years back, we iiave ob.served a dispiojilion to innovation 
and e'peliineiit, williont iirgenl neei'.ss'ly or tipparent cause, hut 
with iiianv vibvions and immi‘diale inconveiiieuees; new instiln- 
tkms, and dmost inslant deviations from them ; inultipbeation (d 
otKees, and increase of .salarie.s. 

“ Such freiiiienl changes must neecesarily be productiv of dis- 



Al'PKNDIX I, 


7(i 

quiet to the iulwbitiinls of any country, still more to an indoh iit 
and svd)mi33ivc peoide, like the natives of Bengal; they must be 
desiaiictive of good government there, vthiLst tliey throw over tlie 
whole business of our revenues, and all the otfieial records, a 
cloud of intricacy and confusion, which almost defeats controid 
and enquiries on our part. 

“ VVc find them always introduced with the flattering schemes of 
increase to the revenue, and diminution of exjteuce, which have 
hardly, in any instance, been realized by the event.'’ 


lixlrai l nf /I 1 a tier from the Com I of Dlr.'ctorn to ilic Supremr 

Goviriimtnl, dated 191/t Sept- 179'^- ’’d Report, page Kid. 

“The finance priiieijde of the Mogul (iovernnieut, which was 
to collect continuallii ii/mt the aelual produce of lands, lion, 
from ilf) nature, led to cumealment, c/iicimer)/, (tnd fraud .— 
In proportion as the demand.s of the sovereign were enhanred, 
these acts were multiplied, and Ihe cliara( ter of the people of 
every rank debased.—'rite great evient of the provinces now held 
by us; the vast details of their accounis, voluminous for every 
village, and particularly liahle to frisilieatiou, los.s, aud decay; the 
ignorance, incapaeily, aud want of principle, too common among 
the /emiiidars; the changes perpetually Inqipening throughout 
the eomitry among Ihe native oliiecisof the revenue, tlie cornqi- 
tioii of those, oflieei's, their fuiuduleiil alienations of land, their 
indolence and mismauageinciit; llie general iiiexperieuee of our 
servants in revenue alfairs during the first years id' the Dewannee; 
and the frequent alterations wliieh have since taken place both in 
respect to them, and to the mode of adminislering the finances; 
the very dill'erent nature of oiir Government, and the calamities 
which Ihe country has sustained; all the,se eireum.stance,s, to 
mention no olhtis, have concuired to involve the real amount 
of the produce of the lands in great intricacy and obscurity, and 
Ihe same causes, joined to the nneeasing struggle between the 
(qvprcssive exactions and fraudulent evasions, have prodneeii num¬ 
berless pretences and disguises, increasing continually both Ihe 
necessity and difliculty of in.stitniing etilective laws for the resto¬ 
ration of It cipiocal et|uily ami good faith.’’ 

“But vve mnsl upon the fullest consideration disapprove en¬ 
tirely of the Mogul principle of taxation, the division of the 
actual produce between the sovereign and the immediate cnlti- 
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I'iitor of llie soil, which, uiMltr vuiious ino'Jiiu'Alions, lias cont- 
rmod to 1)6 t!ie basis of practice iiiiiil (iie pioseoi lime ; we are 
eoiuinted tiure arc erils ialiereiit in (liis mode, obslruc- 

tive of iiiUioniil iiiiproveiiicat mid I'apjriue: s—We are m oeovev 
by no menus satisfied tba) our proviuecs have now resoiiroes equal 
to lluise wliiib they possessed, even when ceded to us; we wisii 
iiidei'.d, tl'.at we saw no reason to apprc'.i iid the eontrary.— I'roin 
the liest Judgment we can form, llu; iclur.d ealaiolt'.es to uliich 
the equiitry b;is been subjeiled, joiiud K> oilier cireiiiiislanccs, 
have iriea ly a.lercd its stale, wiiicb at present ailords no external 
siqiis of iibouiidiii;; weallii, nor any pridiablc soniee of lav"e 
iiiereaso, cxecpf the idii iialed lands, wbicli remain a subject for 
invest i^qiti m. 

“ Willi respect to llie objeefiotis rlranii from the, liisoider aiuL 
confusion in the eolleeli«)tis, llie iiueertaiiilv ol llieir amoiiid, the 
variable iiulrdiiiile rules by wbieli tb<;y are levied, llie ('.xarliotrs 
and eolhisions llieiiee too prevalent, llie iutrleacies in Ihe detailo 
of the revenue business, and tile i;.n!oniiiei' and iiuof Die 
Zemindars. l.O'd (.ionnvallis cluiv;;!'; Iliew' (vii'q so l.ir as 1 bey" 
exist, (.and we Diiiih willi j,;re:;l joslice) npen the as a 

system dide’clivv’ in il.s priiiciph', and < airyi;ii; tliionitli all the gra- 
dalioiis of the people, with niiiiliplied ill eliicts, tluil eliaracler 
of arbitiary ininosition u'hich ori";hiitti'fi at the head. lie there¬ 
fore very pi'ojicily eoiiteiids, ibat leforiii mast begin llicre, ami 
that in ovih r to siuiplily and regulate the deiiiarufs of Die land- 
boldeis upon Di dr tenants, llie first atep /v to Jix the demand of 
(ioverumeni ite/df. 

*’ 11 aiiv eoneliision is to be drawn from the descriptions given 
of the pcoii'e, it is surely this, that the poicerjid are oppresdve, 
and the lun’k ft aadutent,” 

^riie reiiudy ajiplied by l.onl (torimullis to correct this stale 
of disorder and oppres,sioii was Die Zemiiidary .Selllenient, the 
piineipie aicl leiidemy of wbich are llms desmibed in the Fifth 
Report, page 5;). 

“ Tlie proportion of the proiluce of a Zemimhiry estate, fixed 
■“ as the (ioveriiun nl shave, at 10-1 It/i.v e/ the rent paid by the 

tenaniry, ihougli it bad not in all c.ises lie.en iixed with minute 
'* oxaeluess, sutbeieiitly shews timt it must have been in most 
‘‘ cases a lar.'e proportion, and that the most attentive and active 
* oianagenient was indispensiblv necessary to enable a landholder 
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“ to discharge )iis instalments with the punctuality required hy 
“ the pulilic regulations. In cases, therefore, where any inequa- 
“ lity uiifavourahle. to the Zemindar occurred in lixing the amount 
“ of his assessment at the permanent Settlement, the danger ot 
“ his fvdiing in arreur must have been enlianced ; and it once in 
“ arrear, and all his estate placed luider the management ol a 
“ native agent deputed by the Collector to hold it in attachment, 
“ and collect the rents, the dismemhennent ol his estate, and sale 
“ of his lands must for the most part liave been inevitable.” 

liy this arrangement noil her the amount or rate of the land-tax 
a\)pear to have been nuileri.dly changed. 'I'he llyot had his al¬ 
lotted liiilf as before, while the Zemindar’s tcni/i seems only to 
have been a contimiance of the sliare he enjoyed under the old 
^system, (Vide Page .'ip.) On this account both Col. Wil/es and 
Col. Munro have considered these Zeminilars as mere farmers of 
the revcime, or " Contractors, vrho nndcilalie to get; a greater 
“ tixed rent for (iovcnimeut from the llyols than can he done 
" in any other way—engaging for a per eciitage to make the 
“ Ryots always pay what they now 

The division of the country howevau- into estates ; the enquiries 
into tlie revenue funds wliieh'))tTeeiied this change; the resimq)- 
tioil of lands which ncre held tree of revenue previous to this 
ejioch; and the exteusiiui of the tax to lands not before sub¬ 
jected to it, were sudden innovations which llie comiiry proved 
in the sct(uel unable to endure, whilst the aggregate amount of 
leveiiue, so liir from being lessened, as iniglit liavc; been expected 
from the, preceding orders ami observations of the Court of Di¬ 
rectors, was very malcriully enhanced inider this new .system. 

In the Court of DirecUtr.s' Icller to Bengal, dated lyih Sept, 
17,9~, printed in Ap))ciKlix to the Seiannl Report, it is estimated 
(Page l6'8) that the revenue from l.anci and Ahkary {two sijiirces) 
tixed by the Decennial SeUlenieut, (afterwards declared to be 
permanent, and therefore the Zemimhirv .Settlement liere treated 
of) would amount to rupees or the exact sum of re¬ 

venue realized Ircmi llte eouulry in the year previous to the De- 
comiiid Scttleiuent, that is, iimler the old system.—It should 
liowever be kept in mind, tliat the revenue under the old system 
was derived tVoiii ihne sources. Lauds, Abkary, and Sayer.— It is 
added that the flayer revenue, abulisbed ai the Decennial Settlo- 
ment, was rupees 9S 1,192. Supposing therefore the Abkary ( only 
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xujpe^s I to tM llio sHm« »ud«r liutli s;yM«iA$, k would fol* 

iotv IrotH titU oftkwi viuw of IIk* oast;, liuit Die kHt<) rcvt^mtes ut' 
Miuler ilw IVccttoi^ Seiik-ttM'iii, would bavc «;xci'e<l«d 
tiu; HUKHiitt t’N»cU*<< /Vow <{k; cwiutvy \«Mk'r (Im> t>/<l .systcui, l>y 
iiU tlic uuKHUit ulxiUstu''.! $»»%<••!', or nnjcits. 

Ikil tiro i$ laki'M frow a wriwv ol' tin- Drwuui'uil Scllloiuoiit l>y 
tboCwirt id IVwurtWi previous to llu'ir liavmj* ludiuie llu'w tl«e 
arnui'^UMUrt <iowj»lct«. I« tW n/ili Ik'jitirt, |>;»; 4 e jy, wi> arc ui- 
torna U tlnit iko laud rcvcuw' okiuiiuHi IVom lk‘iiu:.il, lialiar, awl 
Orma uu'.lci litis m JIKum'uI io liJMt !, uwoimlcd /o ru^tccs 
or stci'liun^ cxcecdittg tlicrclorc llu? 

auoiiuit w:t!i*cd hi the ,M;ar |>rcvious /«> •!«' /icrcmual Sctticnicut 
('Vj,').,'(>, 2*>S) iu <l«c sum of rojH’ws —^Tliis added to the 

Saycr reve me, alxdislicd srt llic l>e»'r»u:;d lualics Hie, 

excess of liiial M■v•cu«c uudi'r llu' laiiv .svsO'm, ai'i-ortliii" to iJti-j 
Muii'c romst iR'iv, «/ I? /«cv i f .SiVro /tiifun, or 

sterliujt ,i.\’ I2,0(H'). 

Ill Hm*. ill <• 011(1 lvC|ioTt, I i* »i!sos*'ili*d '• {(ja.'u a i;cii<*rul 
“ calcolatioii tlo! amouiit of rrvotmc I'sjiri.o iJ uot’i-r Hie l)ei,'en. 
'* iiial or p<'rmaw'«t ScHKuwiii was tjoo iurs of Sa-i-.a Uu|we.s, or 
*'<X.vV>lTI h! iiiiiiual tatlWiiaiis ifai miiti are 

“ piia ilially Hi Ik‘. altril>iitml *o Hw mvreiiMsIaiiioua' ol'.''ayer*,uiRl 
“ Aldcary dulii's, Ui tlw rrtih i;fim<it iml ^tirfiitJnt iiJ (Ae 
" ttud to iitho' f.trtrnoi'itiitm'tf . in xo.hi- in .tosfix to 

" }irogrcisivr riolA; r<» ain'eaxat n')>lis »o usf v»'ii;iva(ti/ 
..r /<• rt’i'KiiifiHoHs «« IIII- i>J' Ute re^ofa- 

Ill i '\)S 'lie I.Viurt of l>irc<:;!,>is e'!':iuai." l!><; liciigal lawl re- 
veiHUMSecond iJi'jWH’t, AjuMoidix iii.) ai .•,'.;,i'>2.->,oou. 

Ill l!,e same year Hie Deceiad.il .SeUiM!,; ai Hasdei'.laveil in Itea- 
gal to lie jr; lUiUW'iit siiid miakeriude for e\< r. (See Uej>. f'aj-e 1S.) 

7'lie Silcit Coiiiwitlee Irtwevi'r oliservc I?) "'I'iic esti- 

** wale (f. (• of IshkI icvemw*) foruu'<l i.i IVyJ, li.i s lieeii rjiwitori 
'• iM e«"A lioUvitli-'taiidiiiS tl'-e laterrnpiioiH wliieli have been 
** ora-asiouaby uspericneed fr-aii tlKi vieissiUiih's of seasons.” 

IikIc.icikUoiI llhircl<Me of iwa'Case-fixuii tin? Alilauy, wc have, 
iu llw rtocuiiicBls tairc rclcrrcil to, olliend j'louials to lie. assured, 

'S ’IV Saje ■ or i.iteniat castimw, I .rpius-liou.l, arc ineiitiiuieit tieie, ;i.s a 
ktairce ot' iiieisuise, tlirtMi4',li iiuKivcrteiiee, as they were abotwliod at thr 
Deceaniil Svislemeui. 
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that tlic land ic^'ciuk! (akeii Ihnii tlic Oengal provinces under llie 
new system consifit raljly oyceeded llm amount realized under the 
operation of tlie old eyorhiliinl lax of lialf-inodiice, not only in 
the first year ol its introdnelion, hiit in every siiceerding one. 

Although some may deem this eonstaiit e\ce.ss of land reveime 
to he a proof of tlie wealth and prosperity of tlie districts in (pieS' 
tion ; to others it will fully account for the almost unhearil-of 
misery which seems to have been the immediate elli'ct of the 
Zemindary ('ettleiiient in Bengal, and wliieli in the I'iflh Report, 
page (iO, is described to lie “ hiieh a liarsii and oppressive systejn 
“ as was never before lesorled to in ibis conntry”—and to have 
“ produced more distress and beggary, and a gre iter eliauge, in 
“ the landed property of Bengal, than has perhaps ever happened 

in the same space of time in any age or eoiintiy, by the mere, 
“ etiect of internal regulations.’' 

'[’he nature am! operation of the permanent Settlement at lllu- 
dra.s, known there by the name, of the Mootalidary Settlement) 
are suliieicntly described in Meer {iholanm Ally’s letter, (Vide 
Page C31, et seq. of the Speech) whikst of the slate of those dis¬ 
tricts under the old system of revenue, which wc had contiimcd 
to them from the time of our Mussulman predecc.vsors, the extract 
from my Lord i'v'ellesley’s letter, (lage ID, gives a most melancholy 
blit 100 true a | i' lure. 

Of tlie hasi.s indeed of all tlicse revenue systems, new and old, 
it may he fin I her oliscrved, that in tlie^ehoice of despotic jireee- 
dent.s the t.irtlitst removed from natural justice has been pre¬ 
ferred ill our .‘levera! .settlements On the principle of MuJiom- 
medan taxation, already rpiotcd, oitc-lialj oi the produce is 
taken as the laiisom of the Imshaudmau’.s lile : tlie cominentary 
of Jagganatira leaves ihe w/iok cfn-f.'i ilni /f t.) the discretion of 
“ the protective conqueror;” the main pillars of the permanent 
or Zemindary settlement stands on no better grounds than these. 

But alilioiigli the principle and|naetice he jierfcctly reconcilable 
with the tenets ol' Mahomet, from whom they arc derived, other 
Hindoos will he found to he less complaisant than Jagganatha; 
from \-,liose own commentary, a,s will he seen in the Extract, 
page. 8 t, it appears that even after staling this despotic prin¬ 
ciple of right of (iroperty in the soil, llic despot was required 
to content himself with a .tixth of the produce in ordinary limes, 
and only took ■d fourlh in times of urgent, necessitv, as '* of war 
or invasion.” It i,s hidecd certain llial in no part of tlu,' woild 
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hut liiiliii, vas siidi a systfiii dC taxatiini over allompled to be 
oiifbn i d, if over Ihouglil of; nor is il kss cloar that even in India 
the imuositioii is of a iiiodorn and ro< ont dale ; Itie. doolaraliou of 
its periiiaiie icy llien uas biiroly made i>y a Christian Govoriiinont, 
witfiou! siitlioienl rctloclion who wen; its autliors.and what must be 
its histing ed'ects on th<' oom'ilion and minds of the subjoi Is. 

With res|ioo(fid deforoace lo the S< h i f Coiuiailtoc ol the I fouse 
of Conmioin, w lio have beslowed so nnieli hdauir lai llie alfaiis of 
India, tJie .mth')i imisl record his dissent fioin ihc opinion, 
cpipted at leiiglh in page .'dS of (his Appendis, if it is meant to 
leave an im| aess<on on llie pnhiie mind tiial (he lax of half produce 
was an!erior lo lae entry of the Maliommeduns • if the language 
of the Coni nillce were only inlended to he aiiplied to (he, waste 
lands as remaining subject to the ordinarv rale of taxation, when¬ 
ever lliey niighi be hroiight into cultivaiion, lliis would not be 
<lucslioned ; but (here is decisive evidence to prove that before and 
even since the period of the Mogul inva-ion, and the eslablish- 
nient of (heir despotism, the portion ol’ tiie produce of hmd 
allotted to tiie state was a xirlfi, in many iu^l:■uees only a tinlh. 

A Inief review of tlic diliercnl vales imposed by so\ereigii;i, 
in ditfeient ages and nations, willl’urnisb llie slnnigest objections, 
to tlie furilu r eoiiliiiuaiiee of Ibis unexampled burthen. 

The first reeorded land tax was iiilroih ;ed by Joseph, in tin; 
rich agrifultiiial eouiitry of KgypI, while it was desoiaterl by an 
extraordinary famine. In the 41st elniiiii i ot Cienesls we are’ 
told, 

“ Wl.ea all (lie land of Isgxpl was laiaiJied, the people cried 
“ to I’baraoii for bread ; and Plraraob said unto all the Egyptians, 
“ Go unto Joseph; and what he sailh lo you do, and Joseph 
“ opened all the slorediouses, and sold unto the Eg'vptians. (Chap. 

1.7,) And losepli gathered up all the money wJiieli was found in 
“ the land of Egypt forilie eorn wliieii lliey boiiglil; and when 
“ the money failed, Joseph said,Give your eattle : and lie fed lliem 
“ with bread for all their cattle for that year. When that year 
“ wa.s ended, Joseph bought all (lie laud of Egypt, for the Egyp- 
tiaiis sold every man his ticld,beeau.se the famine prevailed over 
“ them so the land beeanie I’liaraoh's, only ibe land of the 
“ priests lie bought not.” 

“'riien Jose|)b .said unto the people, “ Beliold, I have bought 
" yon this day and your land for I’liaraoh; lo ! here is seed for 

M 
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“ you, and ye shall sow the land, and in tin: iiierease ye shall give' 
“ the FIFTH part to Pharaoh, and Fouit parts shall be your own, 
“ for seed of the held, and for your food, and for them of your 
“ households, and for food for your little ones. And .losepli made 
“ it a law over the land of Ecypt inilo this day, that Piuiiaoh 
“ should have the fifth part, except the land of the piicsts 
“ only, which became not Pharaolfs.’’ 

The recital of this transaction is cliaiaclerizcd with the beau¬ 
tiful simplicity of Holy Writ, and it is iinjxn tant to our argunienl, 
that after Josejih had acipiired all the lands of rvitypt, by a solenni 
comjtact, ami lor a valuable eojisidmation, tut tonad it consistent 
with sound pulici;, anil propt r cinixidn iilion for the welfare of 
the people, to lecy only oncftflli of the produce ; the remaining 
four parts being necessary for .seed and for the cultivator's food, 
and for them of their houseliohls, and for their children, in 
Egypt, as in fact it must be every where. 

The fertility of the lands washed by the Nile is not le.s.s cele¬ 
brated than those of India; and had less than four-fifths sutheed 
for tlie maiuteiiiiiicc of tin; cultivators, there is no reason why 
Joseph might not have lahcn more than one-liflh for Pharoali, in 
the situation of legal and peaceable )noprietor of all the land of 
Egypt: but every collateral circumslance makes even the esta¬ 
blishment of a land-tax, at the rale of osie-lifth, appear to have 
been considered extraordinary: that it was new- in Egypt is evi¬ 
dent from the aeeompaiiyiiig detail; and w hen Aloses enacted a 
permanent revenue from the resources (>f a comilry to which he 
led the Israelites, “ a land liowing with milk and honey," allhougli 
he might have stipniated the same allowanee for the support of 
the Hierarehy in Canaan, as Jo.seph hail settled upon Rovalty In 
Egypt, and little doubt can he entertained but men who bad 
witnessed the levying of one liltli, would have willingly jraid the 
same, as a eondition of obtaining vineyards, &c, “ wltieli they Lad 
not platrted yet a more liberal puliey .seems to have aefualcd the 
Jewish lawgiver, who was content with a tythc “ of the seed of 
the land, and tlie fruit of the tree.” Leviticus 27. 

Sicily, the next most fertile country of antiquity, was taxed by 
the masters of the world at only one-lcnlh, and Cicero’s animated 
exclamation against Verres for taking more niighi be repealed to 
the inesent .sovereigns of India. Numquid prarter singulas decu- 
luas debeut *? 

* Cic. 7 Verr. 
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“Spain paid only oiR'-fwi-iilifth. Javy, lib. t.l. c.'2- 

“ A It nil) is tlio tniditional slnno paid in India, btdore the insti- 
lulioii of the siNtli. It is the jiorlioii paid lii the little prineipa- 
lily of Cooi i; at this day, and the Dutch liiuiid and continued 
tlmt tan at tilcyloii”. 

The rate established by .)os<’ph in liijvpt niay be considered 
as the ntiiiost extent of l;ixalion in his a^e, perhaps for many 
ages after him. 

“ Menu I, the Indian lawgiver, who is by some taUeii I'or Minos, 
and who tlonrislied SKO years bi forc Christ, states the taxes of 
various kinds, which may be levied by the King. Of the pro- 
tiuce of laiel, « is the largest share which can be taken in 

ordinary ciiiumstance.s, and a fourth in times of urgent distress; 
but the whole tenour of the Institutes f, and the digest shew, that 
the xa'ari// jm) / of iIk? erop is the King’s share, which is constantly 
m the < onleniplation of all Hindoo lawyers. ” 

“ I’audian §, Anno Doin. Ig’,!)'.?, taking advaidage of a civi^ 
war, in\aded (.'.aiiara in ships, arnl toni|nered the coindry. liefore 
liis lime lh(‘ sixth had hcen received in the rough grain; bid lie 
imposed on bis subjects Ibe task ofdeliveimg it deprived of its 
husks ill a slate fit for ibod, tliereby iiiereasiug the revenue about 
10 per I’ciit. vvhioli is tlie estiiiiiiled expenee of Ibis operation. 

“ This node of payinent eontinued iinlil the (*slahlishmcnt of 
a new (lovetnmeat at Vedeyaiiiiggiir, founded hy fugitives I'roiii 
the suhvertvd (joverniiieiit of Waraiigal, vvlien the I’audyan dy¬ 
nasty of Caiiara having reached tin; period of its decline, yielded 
to the. rising stale in hidh.'’ 

“ The minister and Hjhriludl Preceptor Vh deyaraiiva, under whose 
auspices the levv dynasty was en'cled, coinposed a work on Law 
and (ioveriiiiieiif, which is still extant in many hands, and easily 
jirociirable. It was intemlcd as a maim:d for the olliccrs of 
slate; is fouailed on the text of I’arasara, with a eopioiis Corii- 
rnenfary by ' edeyaianya, assigiiiiig as usual to the King oiu'-si.rt/i 
as the royal share of the crop, and very rudely proiioimcing the 
King, who takes more, lo hi: hi/'aimms in l/tix wiirli/, and con- 
:.igntd to Narrl:a (the inftrnal rcghni.v ) in the 


* See Coloi cl Wilks on llie Suutli of India, (aiap, ,'i. 
f Wilks, i;;,;. ]; Cap. 8. v, ant, aou. Digest. Grot, ll, p. 108. 

s Wilt 8’ .Soiiili of India. 
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This share Vedeyaranya * was desirous of converting from a 
gram to a moiiev p tyment, and he established fixed rules for the 
Conversion, founded on Hie quantity of land, the requisite seed, 
the avi r.ige inei easi', and the value of the grain. 

The resall iilera ly conforms to tlie law of the digest. 

^ U) the King. 

to the liramiiis, 
to the Gods. 

Tlie rest to the I’roprielor. 

1 ” 



Colonel Wilk'j further informs ns, that tor the division of tlie 
produce, 

30 being the whoh- luunher, it is calculated 

tliat la, 01 Is eoiisuiiied in thoexpences of agricnifurcj 
mid the maintenance of the farmer’s family, 
r: ' to the sovereign. 

1,/) j'^jto the Tbamins. 

1 to tlie Gods. 

Tr’ ~ {• to the rroprielors as net rent or income. 

.30,0 

in the Disijuisilioii on the Properly in the Soil from Mr. Cole- 
brook's Translation of the Digest, of Hindoo I.aw, by Jagganatha 
Terciipancliaiuma, we tind the following interesting passages : 

“ Having ascertained the rales of pnrcha.se and sale, the length 
“ of the way, the expences of food, the charges of securing the 
“goods carried, and the net profits of trade, let the king oblige 
“ traders to pay taxes on tlie.ir saleable commndilies —Menu. 

“ 'After full consideration, let a king so levy those taxes conti- 
“ nually in his dominions, that both he and the merchant may 
“ receive a just compensation for their several acts.” 

“ As (he leech, the suckling calf, and the bee, take their natural 
“ food bi/ litf/t' and little, thus must a king draw from his domi- 
“ nions an mmual revenue,” 

't' Wilks, page l.'i:;. See also page 7;i of this Appeiuliv, 
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“ Of oiiltle, of gems, of goltl utKl silver, added each year to the 
• capital slock, a JiJtktli juirt may he taken by ihe king; of 
“ grain, an Hv:hth part, a siith, or a twelft/i." 

“ He may also take a sixth part of the clear animal increase 
“ of trees, Hesli-meal, honey, daritieil butler, perfinnes, medical 
“ substances, liipiids, llinvers, ror.ts, and fruit,”—Of gathered 
“ leaves, )»ot-lierbs, grass, utensils made with leather or cane, 
“ earthen pots, amt all things made of stom*,” 

“ Let liini not cut up bis own root by taking no revenue, iioi' 
“ ihr rm t of othrr men hi/ c.ici.vv ij mvi toiisne.'iH /in-, Ajy cul- 
‘‘ inx up his own roots, am! theirs, he makes both himself and 
“ them itrelehed.’' 

“ Let .III' king so art, that he also may receive beuelit out of 
“ the prolits of trade wliivh lemam atiei ilefraying charges, and 
“ that the lucrchaut may rereivc nisi compensation for hi.s la- 
“ bouts.’ 

“ het Ihe kiii^ gill her blossom iifii I blossom, like the florist 
“ in the ganUn ; and not e.itirpiite the plitnl, like a burner of 
“ chareoal."- ■ I’aia.sara. 

“ As the rioiist in the garden plm ks blossoms sneecssivelv put 
“ forth, , 111(1 does not eradicate the (loweiiii.g slnnb ; so .slmnld 
“ tlie king, drawing revenue from bis sniijeets, take' the vit//i part 
“ ol the aetnal produce; but ilie maker of ebareoal, extir|)ating 
“ the tree, Imrns tin'whole, plant, let not. the king so treat his 
“ sithieels,”—IMadliava. 

“ Giving a sixth part to the king, a twenly first part to deiiie.s, 
“ and a thirtieth part to the prie.sls, a man olfends not hy applying 
“ liiniseK to iigrieultuie.’’—Vriha.spati. 

“ A mihlaiy king, who takes even o /oarth pari of tlie crops 
“ ol his realm at a time of urgent necessity, as of \' ir or inva- 
“ sioii, and protects his people to the nlinost of his power, eitin- 
“ lints im sill ,”—Aleim. 


A comparison of the lax of half produce, levied on the Ims- 
baudmeii of India, witli tlie modeln rates ol taxation in other 
couiiliies, will present to the reader, aeeitslomed only to European 
modes ol assessment, this aiioiiialy, (hat in India government 
stands in the doLible capacity of sovereign and landlord ; tlie re 
spei tabic class ot what in Great Britain is denominated tlie 
Laiiiled interest; a class renowned for wealth and imiepciident 
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principles, and ahvajs considered a$ the piiiicijsal bulwark of the 
nation, ceases to esiist : between tbe governors and the husband- 
men, or labourers, there is found only a class of otHcers, ap¬ 
pointed to inforce the tax, and collect the hvilf of tire produce ; 
for such, it is acknowleriged and recorded in the Fifth Keport, are 
the Zemindars themselves, with no other advantage over the 
revenue otlicers of Europe, but that of their employments being 
hereditary, 'fhe land-tax of India is not, as with us, assessed 
on a landlord'* rent, but on the gross produce of the ground. 
This is the original and onlv basis of the Zemindary Settlement, 
and of every other allemirted improvement in the revenue system' 
of the country. 

With this distinction premised, the following extract from the 
author’s Es.say on Taxation, which is placed on the records of the 
Bombay government (Sfh July, JhOS) *will exhibit the enormous 
difference between ll.e burthen of Iudivm\taxalion, and that of 
other civili/cd stales. ^ 

“ The land-tax in England f, thongli nominally four shillings 
in the pound, varies in different districts from four to one shilliiif:; 
in the pound, and in some less; ami this is calculaleil on a very 
modcrtile value of estates, framed in l6f).?, in the reign of William 
the Third.” 

“ The land-tax (rente fonciete) in France, is stated, in their 
own reports, to have been universally complained of as heavy, 
and to have fallen very unetjnally, although only a professed 
fifth of the net produce.” 

“ Ill the ancient dominions of the King of l’riis,5ia, the land-tax 
is said to he assessed at the rate of CO, 'Jo, :51, 38, -fO, 43, and 
50 per cent, of the tlmenveof tin: Proprkfors, according to their 
different ranks or privileges, and this country is consequently far 
behind England in point of prosperity.” 

“ In Akthuu Yoijnc’s account of I.ombardy, a very mi¬ 
nute detail is giveii of the gross produce, rent, and taxation, of 
land.'’ 

“In the Mn.ANESE, taking too pertiche, he states its g-roAs 
produce in corn, wine, and silk, at 1836’ livres, of whicli the Pro- 
piietors iietf share (rent) is 7S5 livres, exclusive of tax. Land 

* Sec Papers ordeicd by the House of Commons to be piinteil, 
i2(i June, 1813. 

f Es.say on Taxation ami Revenue, by the Aiitlior, page J'S- 
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of lliis rt'r t and v.diio [',a;^‘s I 'jJ soldi )u’:' iiortica, or 77 livres, on 
tile Immlrt'd (|)ertic.!!<>). 'Die lii\ is |i:iiil liy the (aniier; but it it 
were not, >t would form a [oit of (lie landlord’s share, inakitig 
this latter SCi'.t livres, wl.ii h is equal to .is. IS.v. jicr eeiit, or l,i'. 
ill the poiiiid. Only tialf id' Ibis eoiitriliiilioii ol 77 livie.s goes 
to till,' sovereign, the ollna half is retained lor roads, Inidges, and 
[Kirociiial tbarges, and in .some eases the jiailial siijijuirl ot the 
Cnrees is ineluded.” 

“ In iJie eeelesiaslical stale of 15oi.i;t:NA, the land-tag is enni- 
guled at only” 2d the Ihiglisli acre. In Priiina aboutt)r/. and in 
Modena t le eonniion ealcidation is. Hint all tagejt vvliatever only 
eijual a J;ith of tbe gross prodin e ol land.” 

“hi Tirsc.v.NV liie. |and-(a?. is, in many phn'es, redeemed; 
that part of it wliicb is paid to eoimnnniiies lor roads, lVc. and 
is not tlllis rod( emahle, aiiiounis to iin nnne than one lentil id the 
net rent. From tbe genera! tenor of Mr. Voiing’s ohservatioii.s, 

I sboiild coiieUide, therefore, tbe whole of tin: land lax, previous 
to redemplioii, lo have In'eu oiie-liflb of the m t ri nl.” 

“ 111 the Venetian territory all the arable lands, v.Iiieb are given 
in lea e lo fariner.s, are taxed at a leiilli ot tin: nut. When tbe 
I’ropiietor cultivates Ids own lands, they an-valued aeeoiiliiig to 
ail eqnitah e esi imatioii, and he is allowed a dednetiun ot oiie-tittli 
of the tax, so that for siieli lands lie jiays only eight, instead of 
ten per eei t. ol' the snp|Ki,sed rent f." 

“ With legard to onr otlier lax, as refmrihle lo the actual pro¬ 
duce ofllie lands, and jmrporliiig lo he oiit -lnilj oj Unit produvft, 
it iiiay he hriitly observed, that Dr. Davenaiit states the land 
■iriils of Ihiglaiid, geuenilly, to lie to the giiass jirodiice as nine 
to twi nty-one, or tliree-seveiillis, and the riiit.s ed' torn lands as 
two-iiiiitlis only of the produce.” 

“ Dr. Smith saya, that in the present .stale of luirope, tlie 
sliare of tiie landlord (rent) acldom exeeeds a third, sometimes 
not a fourth, of the whole produce ot the land I Jt is there¬ 
fore very clear, that in Europe, were llicne no landlords in the 

* (Uy the .Aiitlior). It is a eoiiiinnn rule in Mulsettc to estimate the 
aveiag.; lirciliiie ol a begali of land atone iiioiali of hatly. A begali is 
about duec l'ouillis of an aeie. Tlie nunivli of batly is latcalat 20 rupees, 
one thud of vvhi< h is the (iovernnn'Ut sliare, or souiewliat le.ss than seven 
rupees per legrj.. At lliis rate even tlie reduced land lax ou tialsetli 
would avtrai'C upwards of u guima /«r acre. 

(■ \t calth of Nations, vo). iii. pa;,a ‘.'bs 
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way, the lands generally would never pay a tax to the state of half- 
produce.” 

“ In China the prineipal revenue of the sovereign consists in a 
TENTH part of lire produce of alt the lands of the entpire: this 
tenth part howevr r is estimated so very nroderately, that in nrany 
provinces, it is said not to exceed a thirtieth part of the ordinary 
produce*.” 

“ But it may be .safely alleged, on the grounds trf experience, 
that tliongli some lands may be sullicieiilly rich to yield hall' their 
produce to a landlord or government, llnr ollira- half being sutfi.- 
ciciit to defray tin’ rliarges attd reasotrable profits of enltivation, 
yet flti.s is trot the ease getteraUy; in tlii- rrrajority of hrttds it will 
require ftottt six to eight tenths of the protittta', :tntl sonretinres 
more, to defray tire charges rritd prrrfrts alrove trtcitlirtned; and it 
then follows, that a tax, regularly ant! correctly rtssessed at half 
the aelual piodnce of lands, would not leavtr Itr lire iirhal)ilanl.s 
of any exteirsive courrtrv under Iteavett rr strlliciruicy to sirbslst ott.” 

“ Although * the princijrle of a lax at Itall'-prodnce be very gene¬ 
ral in India, it may be difticnlt to state vvhoit rutd where it bad it.s 
origin. It may, however, conliderrtly he asserted, tirat it arose 
out of .some violent rtverihrrrw of the nalnral order of societies, 
and is decidedly I'oreigrr to the inreimtt irtslltijlions of the Hinrloos, 
juider which litdia is .srtiiposerl to have lottg llttttn'.shed ; for, 

“ First, the erectiorr rrf ir class of lattdid proprieti.irs, is, according 
to the free course of natures laws, as eertain atrd evident a con.se- 
quetsce of the cirltivatiort of land, as the prodrtcliott of a plurrt from 
its seetl, 'I'lte more fortiniate, the iittne strorrg, or the rttore iirdus- 
tfious arttotrg the lirst ctrltivator.s, who were the trrst ])roprietors 
of the earth, would sootr exteirrl their possessions heyotrd their 
ovvrr itrdividual means ot' liilage. tJuIllvatiorr Ity teirarttry would 
etrsne; aitti lartd proprietrrrs, properly so railed, beirtg tints esta¬ 
blished, would, irt the ordittary |trogress of ctvtiixed society and 
populatiorr, naturally hecormr more tumterons, iirore extensive, 
and more wealthy. 'Fhat thesr.' proprietors lormcrly existed, and 
perhaps universally in Ittdia, there eairrmt he the least doubt; it is 
eqrtally eertain, that they must ccasr; to exist where the rttling 
power would absorb all the produce of liar soil heyontl a hare 


* Wrraltli nl' Naliiiii.' , vol. iii, page 2C3. 

■j- KinTker’sRt'it!ittt .v ort Taxaliou and Revettue, 7ilj Julv l80b, page 50. 
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maiiil:i'.nance to the wretched eultivalors. Tliat existence tliere- 
f'ore must have been eruslied at sisme later period, and tlte landed 
proprietors swept away by the torrent (»!' violence, from those 
countries wliere this priiiciplir of taxation was tirst enforced.” 

‘‘ S'lConoly, We are informed that tlie Maliabliarata authorizes 
“ the prince to levy a (ifth of the produee of mines, and a tenth 
of the eorii.” Mono ami other legislators “ authorize tlie so- 
vereigir to exact a sixth, an eighth, or a iwclflli of the grain, ac¬ 
cording to eircomstances; and a sixth part of the clear annual 
iiicrea.'-e of tlie trees.” d'lie Inslitule.s of .'\kbcr record, tiiat for¬ 
mer monarchies of Hiiidooslaii exacted tlie sixth part of the pro¬ 
duce of lands. Under Akber tlie revenue was settled at a third 
of the average produce of lands; anil in Mr. Grant’s Observa¬ 
tions on tlie Revenues of Reiigal, ilio a-wcssmenl is said to have 
been liinilcd not to exceed in ll>e whole a lonrtli of tlie actual 
produce of (be soil.” 

“ The whole Section here referred to, ‘ id’tribute and taxes,' is 
very interesting, and a)»\dicable to the piesent (|\ieslion; it stales 
the rap .s in Turkey, 'Turaii, and Iran, to be a sixth or liftb and a 
tenth of the produce, and gives a delailiil accoiint of t(ie Akbe- 
rian rates of eollection from iliffcrenl de.scriptions of land. The 
subjoincrl acconal, taken from ancient Hindoo works of great 
repute, was fnrin.slii'd by a I’uinlit in Tiombay.” 

” Tianslale ol' tlie eomraeiit of file twenty-fifth stanza, in sne- 
tioii sixty-eight of the cba[ifer Shantee I’liiiv.t, a division of Ma- 
babharat, written by Kias, wliieli treats on tlic state policy, and 
wherein Rlicestna tells Rajah Dliuraai bow much tribute a Rajah 
should collci l from liis subjects. ” 

“ Oiif sit Ih part of wlialevcr llio subjects w ill produce from 
•' their land, and the same (o be applied for llieir maiiilemmce. 
” Then whence shall the Rajali get iiioiicy for bis ex(>eiisesf— 
“ I observe, be is to receive otu -t.ixlli of the jirodiiee of kind IVuia 
'■ his subjH'.ts, after me.isnring lire grains, and no mote ; to levy 
‘‘ fines on the ollenders as well ;ts on llmse dial lierome variously 
“ vicious, ami auiuiy other'., or to compier the kingdoms of others 
*' by his own valour, and thus gain wtsllli; also, to collect 
“ customs from the merchants on goods tlii'Y import by sliips, or 
“ on bullocks. Tbroiigh all lliese means lie shall raise funds, 
” tliereliy to defr.iy bis charges and to protect bis subjects—not 
” to become iuilolenl liimscif in pursuing all these meiisures- 

N 
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“ The suhjeets also, with willingtit-ss, are to jiay llie Rajah's 
“ cess.” 

Neelkuiitl }5iiut, son of Naniyaii Bhiil, an author of a hook, in¬ 
tituled, “ Mayookh Darraashatra,” or “ Religious Institutions,” 
in which he treats on the subject of policy, observes, 

“That the Rajah should show'pride, and he compas.sionate, 
“ and receive from hi.s subjects, tfoni year to year, otw-si.ilh })art 
“ of the produce, and protect them: if this he neglected, he shall 
“ he liable to share half of whatever .sins they may commit, bc- 
“ cause he receives Irihnte from them.” 

* 

“ Translate of the |)ara{>hriise rd' a .stanza, the author Calli- 
dasa inserts iu the tirst chapter of a bo{)k written by him, inti¬ 
tuled, “ Raja Wounee.” 

“ The Rajah, for the purpose of doing good to his subjects, 
“ shall collect from them one-sulk of the |)roduce.” 

The author adds the following simile: “That the sun attracts 
“ water, and pours down .seasonably, a thousand limes more 
“ than the attracted quantity, a.s the people on the earth want; so 
“ the Rajah, having received a sixth part of the produce, onglit 
“ to expend a thousand times :ts much for the defence of bis 
“ subjects.” 

“ 111 Malabar, we have the authority of tlie printed Report of the 
lirsl (kiiumi-i.sioncrs, a work distiiiguisherl for its useful and accu¬ 
rate information, to he assured that no land revenue was collected 
by its ancient )iriuces; and tliat wh.en exyreiisive preparations be¬ 
come necessary against apprehctideil invasion, they only exacted 
from the landholders ‘djij'th of their jnoduce. This information 
i.s the more valiiahie, as the ahorigic.al laws and ciisloni.s of the 
Malaharian.s .seem to have been pieservcd uniinpaited from time 
immemorial, down to the siihversion of their principalities and 
government in 17<i(i, by the janver of Hyder Ally, and must have 
had some relerciice at least to the eslahlislied usages of surroimd- 
iiig countries.” 

“ Tt is reraarkalrle, that tlie practice of the Midabarians ha.s in 
this respect a .striking coincidence with a Jewish ordinance. The 
Malabar Rajahs have from lime immemorial possessed lauded 
estates, from which to support the priiieely dignity ; and exacted 
no land tax Iroiii their subjects. In the divine commands, through 
Ezekiel, to the Jews, on their prophe.sied restoration to the land 
of tlieir tathers, we find the following injunctions in respect to 
their princes. 
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“ Cluip. \vi. vt!r. 7 S. “ Aim! a porlion (oi' Ihe land) xhull 
" he Cor Ihe piinie, Ae." (ilcM iiliin;' its tiiluoitioii luid extent.) 

“ In the land shall he his |(os.sessi(m in l.srael ; and niy princes 
“ shall no move oppress my people ; and the rest of Ihe land shall 
“ they give to the house of Isnud according to their Iriltes.” 

‘‘ tdiap. xlvi. V. 18. “ Moreover (lie prince shall not take ot the 
people’s inhfciitanee hy oppression, to thrust them out of their 
“ possession ; fust he .shall give his sons inheritance out of his own 
“posscssimi; that my people he not scattered every man Croin 
“ his possession.” 

“.It would seem from this latter ver.se, too, that the prophet 
clearly foresaw both the advantage and absolute necessity of re* 
strieting the prince and Ids jrosterily to their own prescribed inhe¬ 
ritance, lest the scallcring of the. people from their possessions, 
should be, as he well knew, the iiifallihic eonseipience of Ihe so¬ 
vereign hceotuing general or universal |)roprietor of the soil; 'and 
as is so clearly exemplilie.il in most of the modern Governmeiil.s 
of liulia. 

“ In (iu/.erat it is also aseertained, that no siieh principle of 
taxation was in general force, iif) to the period of the Maliuine- 
(lan ( on((iiest; ami that even after Ihe inirodiiclion of the IMus- 
sulinan jiower, llie (ir.issia landlmlders snecessfidly resisted, as 
they do to ihis day, the piiymciil of any siieli lax ; and,” 

“ In SahclIe, authenlie records are still extant to prove, that it 
Wits not a<h)pt<il by the I’orlngucse (lovennm nt. A statement 
now in my possession, pioenred from the records at Goa, exhi¬ 
bits the whole of the land revcinie derived from the island by 
that govevninent, as amounting oidy to git.UOO piirdaws, or about 
10 ,( 10(1 riipi'i's per aimiimwhilsl the lands were given up in un¬ 
disturbed (lid nmlispiiled jiosscs-ion to individciil j)ro)irielor,s, 
who thus lx came iimiieroiis, respectable, and wealthy.'’ 

“ If i herefore the principle lieu; disriis.sed. shall he neither found 
to he .sanctioned by the old hygal instiliition,s of Ihe eoiiiitry, or 
by the ivatnral established order of societies; and if violence, or 
the ctreets of des])otic power, he its |iiohahle origin ; it will, I 
hope, he allowed no claim to the jnivilege of being perpetuated 
in the civil insUtvilioiis of a.just and moderate government, merely 
because preceding eompierors had enfoiTi'd it. I’recedent, pre¬ 
judice, or prescription, the common moiives of hnm'du action, 
nray very properly s'dviction in established practice what is right; 
may even justify what is iiidilTcrent, but can never excuse wliat a 
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candid examination at the sliriiie of reason would prove to he 
decidedly wrong. Unconsciousness of evil may indeed be some 
excuse for errors from precedent; but to err with our eyes open 
is an unjnstiliable aggravation of injury." 

“ That the princi|)le of a tax of lialf-prodiicc owes its origin to 
violence, to conquest, or the more gradual <)pprcssive exercise, of 
despotic power, is rendered still furlber probable, from the cir¬ 
cumstance of our having several traces of the division of Iialf- 
producebeing the rale udopicdbetvjtcn landed dhoi'RIETOR.s nnaf 
Til KIR TENANTRY OR cu I.Ti V A TORS : wc know it existed on Sal- 
seite, during ike time vf the Portugnese-, it still appears to obtain in the 
Bengal provinces under the Permanent Settlement; it is probable 
therefore the principle may have been formerly more general; and on 
the annihilation, or expitliion of proprietors, it would he but natural 
for the despot who took their place, to appropriate also to himself 
their share in the produce of the soil. This was actually the case 
on Salse,lte, when the Malirattas look the island from tJie Portu¬ 
guese. The conquerors adopting the princijde of a tax at lialf- 
produce (which was before this tJie landholders share oidy, not that 
of the displaced Oovernment) the class of proprietors soon dis¬ 
appeared ; and in Malahar (iuilependeiit of the violent expulsion of 
ilie whole ilass of landholders by the Mahoniedan power) many 
instances came within my own jiersonal knowledge, of landed 
proprietors, iijicr (heir rtlnrnimdcr our Government, abandon¬ 
ing their estate s to their farmers, desiring them to be re.sponsihle 
for the required reeenue, in consequence of our local officers 
having hccii enabled partially to enforce tlie same tax." 

“But the rate of ilivi.sion hetueeii projnietors and tlieir tenants, 
is a very fallacious ground of ussuuqition iji behalf of a Govern¬ 
ment lax, since the rent of an estate jjaid to a landlord, and a 
land, revenue paid to a govenniienf, are entirely iind essentially 
diflerent both in tlieir nature mid efleels. 

“ The aggregate amount of revenue is cliielly divided into small 
stipends or salaries, the e.xpenditure of wliich has very little iii- 
fhieuce on the industry, and consequently on llie comforts and 
wealth of the sociely. Of t)io,se deriving large salaries, from 
which they still only accumulate fortunes in a long series of years, 
few or none rciiiaiii to expend them in this country." 

“ But the aggregate amount of rent conlrihutes immediately to 
tire elevation of a class of wealtliy proprietors iu the state, wiiose 
expenditure is the only natural means of stimulating general in- 
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(luslry, ami of promoting the general wealth ami comforts of tlie 
society.’' 

“ 'I'he amount of revenue is often exjienileil on purposes fo¬ 
reign to the piomolion of imUisti v, ami at a liistance from the 
place of it.' collection; not unfreipiently, in foreign ami even ini¬ 
mical conn :rie.s.' 

“ But the rent of resident landed proprietor.s is always expended 
in the promotion of individual and dimusiie induslry, and ehielly 
on the spol 

“ Proprietors and tlieir tenantry are left to a reciprocal view of 
their ow'ii iuteri -sls, in arranging their resjiective terms of tenure. 
In the naliiral order id' things, hotli one and the other would 
of neeessil v he efjually consnlli il.’’ 

“ Hut the division cd' produce lictween a Oovernuient and its 
•cultivatorsi, must as necessarily be almost always arhilrary ; whence 
we lind the inti re.sts of one parly only considered, and those of 
the other almost wholly neglected." 

“ I'he local experience of resident landed proprietors, and their 
own private interests, naturally suggest the most advisable mea¬ 
sures for improving the produce of their estates, which is most 
clfcctually necoinplished by improving tlie condition ami re¬ 
sources of their fanners; and the natural impulses of humanity 
establish au intercourse of kinilness ami assistance between a lord 
and liis (Icpendants, which the latter can never experience or 
ex|)cct from iicrsonal intercourse with a government. Its local 
otliccrs ha' e no interest in local improvements, but a manifest one 
in local exactions for their own benclll : in the lirst ease, the 
iiitcnst of the proprietors and tenant are cooperative to the same 
useful end, an 1 the |)uhlic good is promoted ; in the latter ca.se, 
the interests of the local officer anil lenant are decidedly at 
variance, and the public good is ctfeclually frnstralcd.” 

“ In shi it, it would .seem to lie impossible for a government in 
any way to occupy lands to any useful end ; botli tlie possession 
and the cultivation of the soil is the oxchisivc husiiiess of subjects, 
and .should be surrendered to them; unrestrained interference on 
the part of tlic prince, is an iiifringeiiieiit on their right.s, their 
privileges, and their duties: in India it has even extinguished a 
class 111 tlm order of society, without which no society can niale- 
rially iiii]novc : it is foieigii to the oh|cct of protection ; a clear 
violation i f the order of nature ; and we need be no longer sur¬ 
prised at its militating no les.s against individual prosperity, than 
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against the aiiielioralii)ii, when re<|iiii‘etl, of the resources of the 
state." 

Tliere is a manifest concordance of these suggestions with tlie 
conclusions of the Select Conimiltce of the House of Comnious, 
and with their numerous quotations of ojriuions extracted from 
the ollicial rejireseutations of distinguished ollicers, in the service 
of tlie East India Comi>any. Rcterring to the jtli Report for the 
recorded opinions of Lieut. Colonel Munro, Mr. Ravenshaw, Mr. 
Thackeray and others, it may sutlice to select the following as a 
decisive declanilion of tlie impression on the minds of the Coni- 
mitlee theinselveii, as to the necessity and nature of the iniprove- 
meiit, wliieli it is the sole tdiject of these pages to recommend. 

“ Your Corniniltee^ have deemed it pr<)))er to hring under the 
noliteof the House this gratifying instance of a ))rovinee, which 
was, in so short a .spate of time, rcslpied from a condition of 
the lowest depression to one of comparative prosperity, (under 
the management of Mr. Ravenshaw.) In a former part of 
their Rtqiort, they had ocension to stale another extraordinary 
instance of tlie same kinii, in regard to tile management of the 
ceded districts, during the seven years they were under the en¬ 
lightened suiieriiiloiidenre of Lent. Colonel Thomas Munro: 
they lioth furnish uiiilcniahle proofs of the important good effects 
which have resnlicd Ifoiii the establishment of moderate renin, 
and especially a system of adequate proleeiion to individual rights 
and property. 'I’he amelioralion which has taken place in the 
eotidilion of the provinces, which the Coniniiticc have here par¬ 
ticularly referred to, and whicli, in a greater or less degree, has 
been |irodueed in the other parts of the modern territory, under 
the Madras prcsideiiey, is inidnubledly in a great measure to he 
ascribed to the. talents, activity, zeal, and esperience of the col¬ 
lectors ; but your Committee are Ihoronglily satisiicd, that all these 
(j^ualities combined could not have enabled them, so generally, to 
have improved the situation of the provinces under their charge, 
hail they not paid particular regard to moderation of rent. The 
great practical principle enforced in all their Reports, by Lieut. 
Colonel Munro and the other collectors, whose revenue admini- 
■stration has been the most prosperous, the principle on which they 
acted themselves, when left to their own discretion, and which 
they never eeasetl to press on their assistants, was this, that to 

* rif’tli Report, page IS.i, 
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eiiubli a roiiinrv vvhicli liarl hwii loi!;; (ip[)i'(;ss('(l to atlaiii a 
(louiifliiiifj stato, assossMicnt must (jist he he.v, iiiifl eaii be in- 
ereust'I only with its iticreasiae inijiroveaieiit ; and that one year 
ot over asiessmeiit would throw' it liaeli, bevoiul the power of 
several tavourahle setisoiis ajjaiii to ie(mer.” 

Widi so many arRtimenls drawn iVoin hi'lory, and the example 
of exidiiif; States, witli yet more I'oreibic- objeetioiis f;oni natural 
Jtistice, and (may it not he added tVoin reliidon itself, aifaiii; t 
the bnrlhen ot Indiiin taxation, vvliidi is so properly ajipreeiatad 
iti the Iteporls to I’ailiament, and <-oiide)imed even in the letters of 
the Court of Directors, the politry of its emilimiance ought to have 
some < xtraordiiiarv and im(p;esttoiia!i!e grounds of justification. 

There if none in an expeiiditnre of the !{(■■.eiiiie on objects of 
public utility to the inhabitants of the enimlry IVom whieli it is 
thus obtaiiii'd : onr system of taxation lias little resemlilamc to 
the attraction of water by tlie solar rays, to hr n tnrned in le- 
freslnng sliowers, and imprcgnatiii" dew or rain, on the ground 
whence it is lirawn ; very dill'erenl is tlie absorption of a foreign 
mono|ioly, wliieli, alas! lias no eh'inonts of rep'rodiietioii : a per¬ 
petual drain to the empty eollersofa distant ireasmy, leaves tlic 
tlie natixes no (■onsolalion in tile sjieclaele of iiiereasiiig local ini- 
proveiiienfs: the soil is txbaiisled, and the Ryot of India bewails 
bis pri' atie.iis, unheard and unseen by bis iMiropcan and Christian 
master i. 

Neither is there much advantage aelually realized to the 
proprietors, xvho claim this levenne in Ibilain, if the puhlished 
aecoinits of the I'.ast India Conijiaiiy might have our assent; for 
lh(‘y r' lH'i's nt the ordinary ri<-e-jit.-; from their territories, to he 
some I'lillioiis sli'iliiig less than the ordinarv expenditure:, and in¬ 
deed it is t( niid hy a f'omiiiitlee of the House of (hmniioiis, on 
examinatioi' of tin ir aeeomits for .seveoleen xears, ('iidiiig in IHOp, 
that with (ill their revenues, and all tlie exr lnsive. trading prixi 
leges C'f lilt ir expitiiig charter, lliey have eoiiliaefed new debts, 
within the period, exceeding the value of all their ell'eel,s, at 
home .Mid ajiroad, by more than twelve millions sterling. 

The pern anenl Setlleiuenl of this utiexampled lax on the pro¬ 
duct' of lands in liulia lias not Ibe plea of in'dilitatiou, which 
might iie valid in oilier eonntries, of a. e>jrres|)oiiding amount of 
reciprocal lienebt-. to the Intlian.',, who pay it nor that of pro¬ 
portional adv.iiitigcs,cxei .ecertciined |o the 1 '.iiropean proprietors, 
ftir whom it is le -. ied. 
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To llic ,jud"ment of a discerning British public, it is therefore 
siibiuitted, that in the continuance of this tax, policy itself is dis* 
regardi'd, justice violated, humanity outraged, and Christianity for* 
gotten or contemned. 

There arc good reasons for believing, as will he fully shown 
in tl'.e following Appendices, that it is the baiicfid spirit of mono¬ 
poly which occasions all the disasters of the East India Company, 
and thus perpetuates the misery of their subjects. Whatever hu- 
niauily, or national honour, might add It) the suggestions liere 
olfeied, w'ith a view to improve the coiulition of flic Indian hus¬ 
bandman, and alleviate the hiirtheii of taxation under which lie 
groans, it is a uiortifyiiig consiticration, that tlic same tribute which 
was lii-jt ofl'ered at the shrine of the jn'opliet of Mecca, now 
termed HEVENUE, and still amounting to oNr: half the fro- 
oucE of the soil, is coiitimied, iiiul declared to be permanent 
and unaltcrahle for ever, in order to imleimiify the losses, aud 
repair the dilapidations, of a Commercial Sovereignly in London; 
whose exliausted treasury has no resource for morcantilc or poli¬ 
tical operations, for the payment of divkiends on stock or interest 
on debt, but this revenue, thus drawn from the agricullurai in¬ 
dustry, as a vital stream from the heart, of India. 



PART II. 


SECOND SPEECH, 

DELIVERED JUNE 14, 1813. 


MR. SPl'AKliU, 

w HKN I had last the lionoiir of addressing this 
House, 1 entleavoiued to explain certain reasons, 
which operated with peculiar force on my mind, in 
favour of a free trade between India and England, 
as the only apparent remedy for a most important 
evil in our civil institutions abroad, and as the means 
of realizing to the inhabitants of India those bles.s- 
ings, it was the object of the Zemindary Settle¬ 
ment to confer. 

Some objections have been made to my view of 
the case, but none that m the least weaken the 
facts adduced, as to the enormity of the Indian 
Land 'Fax, and its paralyzing local effects. These 
are certain, and recorded; supported by a variety 
of official documents, and by the concurring testi¬ 
mony of many high authorities now in England. 
One honourable member indeed (Mr. Thornton) 
produc<;d, the other night, an extract from the 
Fifth Report, avowedly to shew that my impres- 



sions were erroneous; yet one of the passages in 
that very extract, as the House will no doubt re¬ 
collect, expressly stated, that under the system 
alluded to, no Ryot could get rich by means of his 
industry. 

Now, Sir, if the honourable gentleman’s object 
had been to produce authority in support, rather 
than in refutation, of my position, nothing more ap¬ 
propriate could liave been selected ; for this is the 
point, and the only point in the Zemindary Settle¬ 
ment, I then insisted on. It is precisely this con¬ 
firmed poverty of the people, this inability to get 
rich, tliat I regard as the great evil of that system ; 
and for which I see no remedy, (since the rate of tax 
is decreed to be unalterable,) except through the 
medium of a free trade; the demands of which would, 
in the manner I then described, give an additional 
value to landed produce, so as to diminish the relative 
amount of the tax, and leave to the Zemindar some¬ 
thing more than the miserable pittance he now gets 
as the net rent of his estate. 

Various other extracts might be made from the 
Fifth Report, equally illustrative of the facts ad¬ 
duced; but I forbear to trouble the House with 
them as the Report is on the table. All I hope is, 
that the Report itself may be now more generally 
read; for, however voluminous, it contains a num¬ 
ber of most interesting documents, and such as, 1 
am satisfied, will be found fully to confirm all the 
opinions I have so long held on this important sub¬ 
ject. It will be there seen, that in Bengal for 
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example, (to say nothing of the other parts of 
India) the ancient fabric of society, with its natural 
ties, and intlnences, andaiithorities,has been shaken; 
tl)e most ancient and respectable families, the na¬ 
tural boiiils of society in all countries, neglected and 
impo\'erished; themselves,and their descendants,con¬ 
founded with the mass of the people; and this mass 
of* the people, (the point to which I chiefly adverted) 
to use th(’ words of an oflicial document attached to 
the l ift!) Report, “jnst what tluar fathers were— 
acquiring by labour what is barely necessary for 
tlteir existence-—atrd unable, by dint either of par¬ 
simony or of industry, to become rieli 

I do not say that other parts of our civil institu¬ 
tions in India are equally defective, nor that some 
of them are not good ; whilst nothing can be further 
from my design than to question, in respect to 
any of these institutions, the merit of intending 
to promote the public advantage; but, admitting 
this intention to have been accomjdished—admitting 
our institutions to be generally sound—is this a 
suflicient irlea, when partial tiisorder manifests it¬ 
self, to reject the consideration of a remedy ? It has 
been, liowe.ver, objected to my notice of a serious 
and ascertained evil, that the general principles of 
the system were good; adding, at the same time, 
in apology for admitted errors, that perfection was 
not to be expected in any human institution; but 
this is an argument entirely lavouvablc, rather than 
adverse, to the line I have adopted. It defects are 


'* Fihli Rt'port, 



4 


inevitable, it is no reflexion either on the authors 
or ministers of any political system, to point them 
out for palliation, or remedy, as soon as they are 
discovered; and if this be performed in the spirit of 
truth, and not from a love of censure or of slan¬ 
der, some at least, I should hope, of my present 
hearers will be disposed to think it, not only 
justifiable, but useful. ,To object to the exposure 
of defects, is to shat the door against improve¬ 
ment : and to exaggerate, as has been often done, 
the governing system of Itidia, as fraught witli 
every excellence, is to check inquiry into those 
means of improvement, which the principle of this 
objection admits to be requisite in every institution 
of man. 

In vc'iy many of the accounts which are given 
to us respecting India, it is necessary to proceed 
with a certain guard upon our judgments. It must 
be remembered, that they are our own accounts of 
our own acts, and cannot therefore be expected 
to be always free from those partialities, which the 
esprit de corps has an invariable tendency to create. 
Justice, moderation, peace, and security, are ever 
proclaimed to be the object of our government in 
India—and a genera) consciousness, that such is 
really and honestly intended, leads many to believe, 
that such really have been its practical effects. In 
no doenments, indced,more than in those now on the 
table of the House, do we find this spirit, mixed 
with a great rleal of sound reasoning and authentic 
matter. 



I would, on no account, however, liave it con¬ 
ceived, that I mean to throw any imputation on the 
public jcrvants in India. In .speaking of them, I 
of course e.'cclude myself; an honourable Director 
has already been pleased to inform the Hon.se oT 
rny unworthiness, at hiast in lii.s estimation. Al¬ 
ways, then fore, excepting myself, 1 hopt' I may 
be alloued, with perfect propriety, to say that India 
exhibits as able, and as liouourable, a set of public 
servants as any country upon earth. Some of 
tliese have appeared at the bar of this House, and 
received the tieserved eueomium of my right Jio- 
nourable and eloquent friend on the beneh below. 
Others may be judged of from ilu'ir writings, many 
of which are now before the Public; and it i.s iinpos- 
.sible not to bo struck with the iiitelligeiuc' they dis¬ 
play, and the eminent (jualilieations oftlahr authors, 
for the discharge of the great trusts reposed in them. 
But, Sir, with .such men (o administer the govern¬ 
ment of India—with a .soil, climate, and popula¬ 
tion, highly favourable to prosperity—is it not 
wonderful that every'thing should appear stationary ? 
iSJay, is it not more vvonderfiil that ])rosperity 
should not rapidly advance?—ami that the mass of 
the ]ieople should now hi^ described hy some of 
their most eminent and distinguished rulers, to be 
actually unable to grow rieh, either by industry or 
by parsimony ? Imr my own jiart I cannot conceive 
a stronger argument than this is to prove, that 
our institutions in India contain some radical dc- 
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feet, of power sufficient to counteract tlie zeal and 
humanity of the most meritorious functionaries. 

The radical ilefect 1 take to be the exorbitancy 
of the Indian Land Tax; and whilst this continues 
to bear upon the great mass of society with its pre¬ 
sent weight, my own conviction is, that the benefits 
intended to be communicated to the Natives will 
nev('r rcacli them. 

Free commerce being the only medium through 
which, in my opinion, any amelioration of their 
condition is likely to he obtained, I expressed, on 
a former occasiiin, my anxious wish that, in the 
enactments now about to rake place, there might be 
as few restraints as possible on the private trade, and 
that the East India Company would withdraw 
from what is attended with loss to their commer¬ 
cial, and prejudice to their sovereign, interests; 
in this latter respect I trust to make it appear, 
I consulted the real benefit of the Company; to 
promote it, in the most effectual manner possible, 
has long been an object of my solicitude and 
inquiry; it has not only been my wish, but my 
duty—but, in the prosecution of this duty, 1 liave 
thought it incumbent on me, as an honest servant, 
always to give a fair view of the Company’s affairs, 
neither magnifying advantages on the one hand, 
nor concealing real injury and loss on the other. 

I was fir.st led to a knowledge of their commercial 
losses, by the share I had in tiie administration of 
their affairs on the western side of India. Some of 
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these I shall briefly notice, as connected with the 
object of the 7th Resolution now before ns—or the 
proposed complete separation of the Company’s 
commercial, from their political, accounts. 

The first tliino- dest-rving- of notice is the item 
in the Company’s accounts, (allc<l “ Commercial 
Charges.” 

• Uj)oa looking into the books of the Commercial 
Factories, including the Forest Conservator’s books, 
subordinate to the Presidency of Bombay, and the 
books of the warehouse department at the samePresi- 
denev, I found they contained two (li.stinct sets of 
charges—the one classed under the head of “ Charges 
on Merchandize,” the other under that of “ Com¬ 
mercial Charges.” The fbriner arc admitted into 
the Invoice.? of the Company’s trade—the latter 
alwaj's and wholly excluded. The “ Comntercial 
Charges,” are already explained in the Third 
Report *, to consist chiefly of tlie expense of sei'- 
vants and establishments attached to the Company’s 
commercial department; and arc, therefore, ob¬ 
viously charges on their trade—and though in the 
accounts lately laid before parliament, an item is 
included for “ Commercial Charges,” yet it is clear, 
from this arrangement, that all the more partial 
statements, ^iven on record, ol' particular branches 
of the trade, and taken from invoices alone, must be 
erroneous, and the profit, calculated in such state¬ 
ments, purely idctil. 

But besides these “ Commercial Charges,” I found 

* Set: Tliird iveport from the Select Cyiimiittee, printed l.'ith 
Aj>vil, 1 S 1‘2.—Pages 9, lu. 
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various others dispersed through these subordinate 
books, purely of a commercial nature, and carried 
to no particular or general liead. Such as 

Warehouse stores. 

Dead stock. 

Interest on balances due for investment, and on 
monies borrowed lor investment, when none 
was |)rociirable from the public treasury. 

Loss by remittance of dollars and specie. 

Ditto by cotton tlirown overboard—damaged— 
or outstanding, irrecoverable. 

Ditto by transporting pepper. 

Contingent expenses of weavers establishments. 

Factory repairs, &c. 

The denomination of the.se charges is of itself 
sufficient to prove their commercial nature; yet in 
no statement, which has yet been given of the Com¬ 
pany’s trade, do these appear. They must conse¬ 
quently therefore attach to the political head ; and 
have liitherto been allowed, improperly and even 
unjustly, to swell out this branch of the Company’s 
accounts. 

M'hen in Bombay, I framed from the subordi¬ 
nate books before referred to a general statement, 
in which 1 classed or rather added to the head of 
“ Commercial Charges,” all the dispelled charges 
above enumerated, so as to comprize the whole in 
one column. This account * shews the whole of these 
charges for ten years, or from 1800-1 to 1809-10, 
to amount to T.3b8,7b3; whereas, in Appendix 
12, of the Third Report, the sum total of Bombay 
* Soc Appendix, No. 1. 
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commercial charges for sevenleen ijcars is only 
£'22.5,869. It is hence clear, that the item of 
“ Commercial Charges” lately broiiglit (brward in 
the Company’s accounts, laid before Parliament, 
does not include all tbe charges of a commercial 
nature incurred by the Company, over and above 
those inserted in the invoices. 

• Whilst preparing this statement from the subor¬ 
dinate books, 1 got from the accountant-general’s 
oflici! an account of “ Comtnercial Charges,” framed 
in that depaitment, as I presume, from the general 
books, d'liis is probably eonfinctd to the head 
of “ Commc'rcial Charges” in those books, and 
doe.s not include the variou.s dispersed charges which 
T have, as above stated, classed under that head *. 
On comparing this, however, uith ykppendix 12. 
of Third Report for tlie same years in each, 1 find 
the charges in every year consideriddy to exceed 
those giv en in the Report. It i.s therefore confirmed 
tons, that the item of“ Commercial Charges” in the 
Report in question, is considerahly under-rated, and 
that a rriass of other charges incurred by the Com- 
pain, and purely of a commercial nature, are, owing 
to the vnanner in which their accounts are kept, 
wholly excluded from the commercial, and must 
therefore necessarily attach to the jiolitical, head. 

In my examination of the.se books, I took occasion 
to inspect their profit and loss accounts, and found 
an invariable loss to have been incurred, not only at 
the Presidency, but at each of the subordinate fac- 
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tories; in other words, an wniform loss on every 
branch of the Company’s Indian trade, subject to the 
Presidency of Bombay. The amount thus exhibited 
for ten years is ^.361,490 st(;rling, and is exclusive 
of bad debts and goods lost at subordinates, which 
were not written off when this account was framed*. 
Neither of the losses thus sustained arc included in 
any of the accounts of the Company’s trade lately laid 
before Parliament, with the exception only of what is 
comprised within the item of “ Commercial Charges;” 
and these, as I have already shown, are much under¬ 
rated. 

From the books of the Warehouse Department at 
Bombay, I also extracted, with great labour, an 
account of the receipts, sales an<l issues, of the Com¬ 
pany’s woollens and metals for nineteen years,or from 
1792-3 to 1810 11 inclusive, in reference to the trade 
between England and India; and on mercantile 
principles it also proves a loss to the extent of one 
million sterling f. 

A set of statements of which I am possessed, ex¬ 
hibit also serious loss and great injury, as resulting 
from the Company’s Cotton Trade from Bombay to 
China; but those which I have taken the liberty 
of submitting to the Flouse, will probably be sufE- 
cient to show the necessity of a stricter enammation 
into the state and result of the Company ade than 
has yet taken place; and to prove how indispen¬ 
sable it is, that certain prescribed and definite rules 
should be laid down, for the entire separation of the 
Company’s accounts, without which the object of 

* See Appendix, No. III. t Ibid. No. IV. 
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the Scventli Resolution will never be fully answered, 
nor will the accounts prej>ared under it ever give a 
true and correct view of the result of the Company’s 
trade. 

On niy late return lo luigland, I found a general 
view of the Company’s comineieial concerns had 
been laid belbre Parliament, in the I’hird and Fourth 
Reports ot the Select Committee. Feeling a deep 
interest in tlie subject, I examined these with all the 
care and attention 1 was capable of devoting to 
themj and the statements i am now about to sub¬ 
mit to the lloii.se, contain the result of my exami¬ 
nation. The great intricacy and dilliculty of these 
accounts are frequently adverted to by the Com¬ 
mittee itself. They have been equally felt by every 
person who has attempted to scrutinize them. Many 
have abandoned the attempt in despair; and others 
satisfied themselves with the belief of their being 
quite incomprehensible. T do not, however, advert 
to these circumstances for any purpose of claiming 
merit to myself, but merely to express a hope, that 
they may be allowed to excuse any trivial errors 
committed in the arduous task I thus presumed to 
undertake. 


[A >ramination of the most important do- 
curaenl;^ in the Third aiul Fourth Reports of 
the Committee, was then sulunitted to the 
House; but the remarks and explanatory 
statements, which accompanied them, for the 
sake of fuller and clearer elucidation of those 



12 


accounts, are published separately, in Part III.; 
it may suffice, therefore, liere (o say, that the 
result of the review, confined eiulrely to the 
oflieial Reports on the table, proved the Com¬ 
pany's trade to hayc been attended with 
lieavy loss, and to have been the groat cause of 
the increase of debt at home and abroad ; tliat 
this iin reusc, therefore, is erroneously ascribed 
to political expenses, fiu’ the defraying of all 
vf icliich witiiin the period tliere was ade¬ 
quate revenue from the territorial posse,ssions; 
that /.he home dividend amid not tunc been 
paid in any one ^ear wUhvul Ihe aid of 
loans :—in short, that the continued union of 
the {)olitical and commercial character of the 
East India Company, can only bo attended 
with further lo.-)S to themselves, and greater 
injury to the public. Mr. li. then proceeded 
as lollows.] 

AVithout ail entire separation of the commercial 
from the political character of the Company, I 
repeat, from exjiericnce and the fullest conviction 
of the truth, that tlie good government, so much 
wanted in India, and which the Court of Directors 
is so well qualified to give it, never will be felt in 
that country, nor will the commercial Intercourse 
with iliis ever be e.xtended as much as it might and 
ought to be. The advocates of the Company in 
this eouiU.ry assert, tliat their .sovereign power is not 
e.xercised to iiivuur ilieir trade there ; but this is a 
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complete; fallacy, wliich none but the most unin¬ 
formed, or the most prejudiced, can believe; if 
tills were; true, it would prove; tlie East India 
Coinjiany and thedr servants (o be a diU'erent I’ace 
of be ing; from tlie rest of their specie^s ; but l.licir 
own recorels fully and ubuneiaotly contradict the 
assertion. 

It is alleged, that in Hengal ewery thing goes on 
smoothly, and the regulations are appealed to, in 
proof of tlie most rigid attention being paid to the in¬ 
terests and sce:urityeif the weavers, anelofthe commu¬ 
nity gen(;i'ally ; but let us look at these regulations. 
A Ceimmerciul Kesident, witli a large establishment 
of .servants under him, some of them intended iitr co¬ 
ercive purposes, is placed at the head of (‘very factory 
of weavers, by wliom (as vve have been enqihatically 
and truly told, by one of the higiiest and most dis- 
tingui.slied Indian authorities'*') liie intimation of a 
wish from a superior is received as a command. 'I'liis 
alone would give the Connnere'aJ liesident au influ¬ 
ence over the weavers, with which a private mer¬ 
chant would be quite unable to eontend, whenever 
that influtaiee, from vvliataner cause, imgbt be turned 
against inm , and in tiie rivalry and ediupetition of 
trade, innuniorable instances must oeeiir toocx asioii 
it; but from'the general poveity and disMesses of 
these inamrfactureis, they are always r(;ady to receive 
advances ol'cash from the Cominerciul Jh sldeiit; and 
they are then, by the regulations, bound to work 


'* Rlarquia Wcllcslvy. 
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exclusively for the Company. M'hen the goods of 
any particular factory are not, as is sometimes the 
case, required for the Company’s investment, the 
Resident is allowed to employ the vyeavers on his 
own private account. On these occasions, his 
official situation enables him to monopolize their 
labour and its produce. 

From the mtluonce, therefore, of the Resident on 
one hand, and the pecuniary wants of the manufac¬ 
turers on the other, it is quite clear that they may 
be, whenever it is desired, kept in perpetual bondage 
to the Company’s service; and when wc thus see the 
industry of the country subject to the entire direc¬ 
tion of the ruling authority, supported for the most 
part, and often irregularly, by advances from the 
public revenues, and all competition, the soul and 
e.ssence of commerce, far removed from this delicate 
and feeble liibric, as if its very touch were ruinj who 
but the most prejudiced can possibly see or ex¬ 
pect prosp('rity under such a system ? It is really 
subversive of every principle, on which both expe¬ 
rience and theory would teach us to found any 
rational hope of public good. Yet these are 
the regulations, and this the system, to which we 
are triumphantly referred, for all that is excellent 
and right in civil government! It is trite, that a 
controul over the acts of the Resident is vested by 
law in the Judge of the district; but this is more 
nominal than real; for the natural operation of the 
system, will often defeat or evade the controul of 
the law; and how often, 1 would ask, is that law 
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likely to be appealed to by a people accustomed, as 
we are informed, to regard the wishes of their im¬ 
mediate superior as imperative commands^. 

In my Lord Wellesley’s celebrated letter, dated 
July 1804, and published in this country in 1812, 
the case under the Madras (Jovernment appears to 
have been still worse ; lor there no private merchant 
could [)rovide himself with goods, except through 
the agency of the Company’s officers. The main 
and avowi-xl object of the system there, being, as my 
Lord Wellesley observes, an exclusive appropriation 
of th(' labour of the weavers, and the establishment 
of a controiil over that labour, in order to enable 
the Commercial Officers to obtain the proportion of 
the goods required for the Company, at prices to be 
regulated by the officers themselves. 

Tliouglt my Lord Wellesley ordered this system 
to be changed, and the Bengal system to be adopted 
at Madras, yet I have been informed by persons of 
the highest respectability lat(;ly returned from the 
latter Presidency, that no change lias taken place 
for the bftte:; that tlie spirit, though not the letter, 
of the M'hole system continues to ojicratc ; and that 
the industry of the country is still fettered by impo¬ 
litic and vexatious restraints. 

In Bengal the operation of the system may 
be somewhat milder; but it is there founded on 
the most erroneous principle; and must there, 
as in every other part of India, present an effec- 
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tiuil obstruction to the progress of improve¬ 
ment. 

In Bombay and the countrie.s and factories su¬ 
bordinate to it, my own personal knowledge of the 
fact enables me to state, that not only the influence 
of power, but ab.solute coercion, arc constantly used 
to procure goods, and often at inadequate prices, 
for the Company’s several investments. Tlie 
ofiicial Commercial Diary of our principal Factory, 
Surat, is full of instances in proof* : yet the regu¬ 
lations for this factory are taken from the Bengal 
Code, with no other variation than what is necessary 
to adapt them to local circumstances. To say, 
therefore, that no power is, nor can be, unduly exer¬ 
cised under the operation of tliese legulations to 
favour the Company’s trade, is quite idle; for we 
have a flat contradiction in practice of the asser¬ 
tion, not arising from casual or insulated occurrences, 
but exemplifying, in an uninterrupted series of facts, 
the natmal and even necessary consequences of the 
system itself; and if this exercise of power is less 
frequent or less arbitrary in Bengal, it; can only be 
because the people are more abject, or situated as 
the weavers mostly are in the interior of the country, 
their means of commurncation with the enterprising 
private merchants of the principal siea-ports are 
more restrained, and they have therefore fewer 
tempt ations to ewade, or are under a stronger neces¬ 
sity to comply with, the demsinds of the Commercial 
Resident. But under the same circumstances a.s 
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those d(!ta!led in the Snrat Diiny, ami which the 
fluctuating demands of trade are not only likely, 
but ought properly, to produce, the same eflects 
would cfrtainly be expericniced every where. 

Formerly the trade of Surat was iluurishing; it 
is now fallen into great decay. But when private 
merchants resorted to it lor the purchase of piece 
goods, and the Company at the same time provided 
a cousiderahle investment of these articles, the Com¬ 
mercial Jiesident was restricted to prices consider¬ 
ably lower than those of the market. Tlicre were 
at this time two descriptions of goods provided,— 
standard, and inferior,—and private merchants, it 
appeared, could afford to give a higher price for the 
inferior goods, than the Company allowed lor the 
standard. The weavers had therefore a manifest 
interest in selling to the private merchant, and 
evading the demands of the Company ■, and the 
scenes of vexation, coercion, and punishment which 
ensued, were Incessant. That part of the Diary 
wiiich J had. occa.sion once to examine, or from 179() 
to 1810, is so full of instances of oppression and 
injustice, as would stagger any one to account 
for, in tlie conduct of otherwise good and lionourable 
men, were they not easily traced to tlie system 
itself, and its necessary and inevitable influence on 
those, who are employed to carry it into effect. 
During the time of the Nabob’s Government of 
Surat, his authority was recurred to in cases where 
coercion was necessary. Thougli he had a manifest 
interest in favouring the private trade, which was 
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exported through his own custom-house, and paid 
duties, (the Company’s trade paying none to him) 
he was nevertheless persuaded, or intimidated, to 
issue a proclamation, requiring the manufacturers 
to sell piece goods to none but the Company’s 
agents. This proclamation was some time after¬ 
wards disapproved by the Bombay CJovernment, 
yet tlie spirit and principle of it were invariably 
acted upon. Peons were placed with the weavers 
to prevent their dealing with private agents, who 
were always ready to give them better prices than 
the Company; but every bargain of this descrip¬ 
tion was, in the language of tlie Diary, called tam¬ 
pering with the Company’s weavers; and, on this 
plea, we find several weavers, and private agents, 
apprehended, fined, and punished. 

At one time the weavers refusing to work for the 
Company, and threatening to quit the town, orders 
were given at the gates to prevent any manufacturer 
from passing. At other times a particular class of 
weavers paid upwards of8000 rupees in fines, in three 
years, to be excused working for the Company, and 
to be allowed to sell their goods in peace to others. 
Weavers, who had enlisted in the Sepoy corps, to 
avoid this oppression, were discovered, claimed of 
the commanding officers, and returned by force to 
their looms. 

When our Government displaced that of the Nabob 
at Surat, a similar degree of coercion was still con¬ 
tinued even under the authority of the Adawiut; 
for the Commercial Resident repeatedly declared. 
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that there were no other means of providing the 
Company’s Investment, at the rates prescribed, 

1 have already observed how easy it is, in most 
cases, to get the weavers to receive advances ol’ cash. 
They are then bound by engagements to the Com¬ 
pany; and the Court of Justice, on application, en¬ 
forces the contract. Many weavers, failing in these 
engagements, have been confined, and are known to 
have died in gaol. The weavers have also been 
known to refuse the Commercial Resident’s advances, 
and the Judge of Surat has been ordered, bp the 
Bombay Government, to use his influence to get the 
weavers to receive them. 1 remember another re¬ 
markable expedient to prevent weavers selling in¬ 
ferior goods to the private merchants: this was an 
ord('r by the Bombay Government to appoint a 
police ollicor to examine the weavers’ looms daily, 
and with authority to confiscate, at once, all the 
cloths that were not found to be of standard quality, 
or that Inquired for the Company’s investment *. 

d'liere arc papers also on the Table of this House, 
to show how the Company carry on their cotton 
trade in Guzerat. They have a strict monopoly 
in the district of Broach, in that province. All 
the cotton is taken from the Ryot at a price 
below that of the surrounding market: it is, indeetl, 
taken from him at a price, in the fixing of which he 
has no voice; but which is settled by tlie Company’s 


* For a more detailed aeronut of tliese occurrentey, \;de Ap¬ 
pendix, No. V. 
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servants, consequently by the buyers alone of the 
commodity. Every inducement i.s thc!’efore given 
to the Ryots to smuggle their cotton out of the 
district ; they have frequently attempted it j and 
Peons, and even military force, (a party of cavalry 
on one occasion) have been employed to prevent it, 
and to enforce this unju.st demand of the govern¬ 
ment. 

Since the Company have thus entered into the 
cotton trade, tlic authority of the Judge of the 
di.strict is, through his Peon.s, exercised to secure all 
the cotton cleaners, the porters and earts for trans¬ 
porting cotton, the screws for packing it, and the 
boats for conveying it to Bombay. Numerous com¬ 
plaints have been made, that none of these conve¬ 
niences could be got by private merchants, till the 
Company was first served ; by which several sus¬ 
tained great injury, and thedi.sappointraent of losing 
the .season for conveying cotton to Bombay, anti 
being obliged to warehouse it to the northward, 
during the rainy or boisterous monsoon, when no 
boats can put to sea *. 

In the year 1806, the Company, it seems only 
took two-thirds of the produce ; but the Ryots and 
others were restrained from selling tlie remainder, 
till the whole of the Company’.s cotton was first 
cleaned and delivered, in the manner before described, 
The .season in the mean time drew to a close; no 
private merchant would then buy, from inability to 
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convey it to Bombay, and the cotton remained on 
the hands of the Ryots with very great loss. The 
Ryots represented the hardsliips they sustained ; but 
it was no otherwise redressed, than by a recommen¬ 
dation from the Commercial Resident to the Bombay 
Government, that in future not merely two thirds, 
but the whole produce of the country, should be 
required, at the reduced price fixed by the Com¬ 
pany’s scivants. 

Several petitions arc also (bund on record from 
the cottou cleaners, as to the inadequate rates at 
which they were jniid lor their lahour. Though the 
Commercial Resident arUnitted, iu 1809, that they 
could get higher rates in the ncighboming district, 
I never could find that tliis just cause for complaint 
was ever proiieiiy redressed. 

Besides the (|uantity of cotton thus monopolized 
iu their own district, of Broach, the Company re¬ 
quire further .supplies for their China trade. By 
withdrawing this considerable quantity in the first 
instance from the general produce of the whole 
country, the price of tlie remainder, particularly 
under a brisk competition for the* imrchase, is natu¬ 
rally enhanced. The demands ol the Company’s 
agent not being fully .supplied from their own dis¬ 
tricts, be enters the general market to complete his 
orders; and, entering it as a competitor, who must 
at all cvf nts bo served, he thus rai.scs the price still 
higher. By these means the gi'ueral trade has 
materially sufiered: it has long ceased to be pro¬ 
fitable; and many of the native merchants of 
Boinliay, who were jcuqttcd to persevere in it, under 
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these disadvantages, have been utterly ruined. By 
the last accounts from China we are informed, that 
cotton has fallen in that country; and this circum¬ 
stance, joined to the high price in India, threatens 
the complete extinction of this branch of trade *. 

The Company have also a monopoly of the tim¬ 
ber forests, a monopoly of salt, a monopoly of spi¬ 
rituous liquors, and a monopoly of tobacco, on the 
western side of India, all of which are grievously 
complained of by the natives. 

In Bengal, it is also said, (there are letters, 
indeed, from the spot confirming the assertion) 
that the salt monopoly is felt as a grievous op¬ 
pression; and that many lives are annually sacri¬ 
ficed to this manufacture, the salt-makers being 
compelled to work in it, and receiving only an 
inadequate compensation for their labour. It will 
probably be objected, that the salt monopoly con¬ 
stitutes no part of the Company’s trade; that it is, 
on the contrary, a source of revenue, and was con¬ 
sidered as such previous to the Company’s possession 
of the Bengal provinces; the British Government 
having only, in this re.spect, followed the practice 
of its predece.ssors; but the concern being ma¬ 
naged by revenue servants, and carried into the 
revenue accounts, will not alter its inherent cha¬ 
racter of monopoly. The salt is exclusively manu¬ 
factured for the Company, paid for at a fixed price, 
and sold at an enormous profit f. However much, 
therefore, the circumstances of cruelty and oppression. 


* See Note B. 
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under wliich it was formerly conducted, may be now 
mitigated, it is so far still a compulsive system; and 
whether considered in the light of a tax, or a mo¬ 
nopoly gain, the exaction appears to be particularly 
heavy. It may be thought to be more deserving of 
consideration and reform, if we rellect, at the same 
time, that it is raised upon one of the most necessary 
articles of life to all ranks of people; and that the 
supreme government have avowed their wish, and 
even expectation, of being able to extend this op¬ 
pressive tax or profit (call it wiiich you will) 
throughout the whole of the Madras provinces; 
that is, over countries far too pooi' to be loaded with 
additional taxes, and where it cannot be supported 
even by the hackneyed pretence of ancient usage *. 
The antiquity of the oppression indeed, even in 
Bengal, will be no justification of its continuance, to 
those who conceive our ancestors may have been 
fallible like ourselves, and who have no such pre¬ 
judiced dread of innovation, as to think errors and 
abuses are not to be reformed, because they have 
antiquity to excuse them j-. 

Even the indigo planters loudly complain of the 
Company’s interference. It appears from what has 
been published on this subject, that the Company, 
at the commencement of the indigo trade, lost up¬ 
wards of £.80,000 by their own speculations in it. 
Deterred thereby from further prosecuting it on 
their own account, they then aided individuals with 
advances of money in India, to be repaid in Eng- 

t See Appendix VJf. 
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land i but at a rate of exchange which may be said 
to have yielded a profit far exceeding the ordinary 
returns of commerce. With these advances, howi- 
ever, very extensive indigo works and factories were 
constructed by individuals; but when they had 
finished their works, and wanted more capital to 
carry on their speculations, the Company closed 
their purse to the planters, and again entered into 
the trade tliemselves, to the great iiijnry, of course, 
of private competitors. Many letters, of late date 
from Bengal, represent the indigo trade as still suf¬ 
fering from the Company’s proceedings. From all, 
indeed, I have seen or heard of the history of this 
trade, it would seem to be a series of interference 
atone time, and forced encouragement at another^ 
both equally adverse to its permanent prosperity, 
and to the rendering our valuable possessions in 
Bengal, the source of exclusive supply in this ar¬ 
ticle to all Europe, as might be anticipated from 
local and natural advantages, if the trade were left 
to its own energies*. 

The Company’s speculations in hemp have been 
equally ruinous to themselves, and injurious to the 
general interests of commerce. Their interference, 
indeed, must always particularly affect the import 
of raw commodities into England, by the enormous 
freight and charges which sovereign merchants will 
always be subject to, and which, under their mono¬ 
poly, private merchants are obliged to pay to them; 
and likewise by raising the prime cost in India, so 

* See Appendix VIII. 



as to rcn ler that import a losing, which otherwise 
would be a ])rofitable, concern to the private mer- 
cliant; cotton and hemp, for example, have been 
exceedingly enhanced, by this intern.'rence, in their 
Indian cost *. 

Peijper is anotlier article which, while the Com¬ 
pany continued to trade in it, was also taken from 
the inhabitaiits of Malabar at lower prices than 
the market-rates, and consecpienl ly, by a system of 
coercion, aided often by military force, of which 1 
was myself a personal witness, in tiiat province. 
This circumstance, with others, led to the rebellions 
which, foi' a series of years afterwards, marked our 
government in that (piarterf. 

In Travancorc the llaja entered into contracts to 
supplv tlii'ee or four thousand candies of pepper at 
liy, aft(;rvvards, I believe, at \‘25 rupees per 
candy. At this time the market-price of pc[)pcr 
was IdO, 1 80, and 200 rupees. The Haja, through¬ 
out this peri<id, coutinued to deliver his pepper at 
ilie contract price; and it was set off in account 
against a military subsidy, (whicli tlie Raja had also 
1.0 pay to the British Government) until the year 
1806. Whilst the Company, indeei.1, required pepper 
as an article of consignment to Europe, the Raja, 
in fact, paid his subsidy with this article, though 
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rated at the inadequate price specified in the con¬ 
tract. But when pepper was no longer desired by 
the Company as an article of trade, the price in 
Europe having also fallen below the contract price, 
the Raja was called upon to pay his subsidy, and in 
1805 a greatly increased .sul).sid}', in money. This 
led to all the unhappy and disgraceful proceedings, 
which of late years occurred in that country. So 
that whatever may be tlioiigiit by prejudice or par¬ 
tiality of the great blessings, which the inhabitants of 
India owe to the Company’s commercial dealings, 
their trade will long be remembered, at least in Ma¬ 
labar and Travuiicore, from the deeds of violence 
and blood, which it has there oeeasioned. 

But to enumerate alt tiie instances of this kind, 
which arc well known and I'elt in India, would only 
be to tire tlie patience of tlie House: and to many, 
who now hear me, it will bo unnecessary; to those, 
I mean, wlio arc convinced, that evils like tliesc arc 
no more than the natural oflspring of the system we 
are now discussing; and who will join me in the re¬ 
gret, that talents, such as are possessed by the Court 
of Directors and their servants, should be misap¬ 
plied in the continuation of such a system ; perhaps, 
indeed, the greatest of all its evils, is its tendency to 
bias the judgment, and pervert the understanding of 
honourable and well disposed men, inasmiicli as, by 
its influenec and operation, it constantly leads them 
to believe, that to be an act of prescribed duty, which 
sober and a!).slract deliberation on tl.ie case would 



27 


at once show them to ho wrong. Tliis i.s an evil, 
too, which no change of persons can correct. It is 
inseparai)le from the Systran Itself. There is a 
natural [iropensity in most ])eisons to approve, 
without examining, every system that has received 
the sanction of high amh<trity; and, in executing 
theii- assigned part.s under it, they liavo at least the 
sittisfaction of feeling, that they perform a prescribed 
duty, or aiai gratifying that power which is most 
interested in its su[)port Ollier.s, who see its evils, 
are willing to compromise them in their own minds, 
by considering them as a price fairly paid for other 
parts of the system, supposed to be beneficial; whilst a 
certain degree of odium never fails to attach to those 
who have the courage or tlio \irtue to notice its 
defects. With the continuance of the system, there¬ 
fore, we are sure of the cmitiuuance of all its ap- 
ropriate injuries, without the slightest prospect of 
dual remedy, till Autliority itself shall proclaim 
eces.sity of a change. 

devoutly, therefore, is it to be wished, that 
acknowledge, in their reasoning, the truth 
"stablished principles, would no longer ad- 
heir practice, to antiquated and pernicious 
Taken as an abstract truth, no one 
lires to be taught that raonoply is an evil, 
interests of the many are not to be 
to those of the few ; and that industry can 
with frecdovn, and the certainty of en- 
uits of its labours. Yet where, let me 
ctice which steadily conlbrms to these 
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Nothing, certainly, can be more obvious, than 
that indiistiy most in all countries, and among all 
peo|jle, depend on hope, on expectation, on the 
probability of success; for capital iiself vvdl not be 
employed to promote it, where these feelings do 
not exist as to the general result. The principle is, 
doubtless, so strong in human nature, as to resist 
many disconragcments, and to contend with a mul¬ 
titude of obstructions; it possesses moreover an 
elasticity which causes it to spring with fresh vigour 
whenever the pressure of these obstructions is re¬ 
moved ; but a long continuance of tbom, it must 
also be remembered, induces habits on which re¬ 
action may produce no effect: for where a people 
have laboured for ages under the severities of despotic 
sway; wheie a system prevails which renders the 
fruits of labour precarious, and subject to vexatious 
interference on the part of power; and where 
immediate possessor is insecuie of a free and 
enjoyment, men are reared from infancy, 
any of those hopes and antici[)ations of 
which are the main spring of industry and 
perity; indolence and languor lake posse 
the mind, and to the hopelessness of 
comforts and blessings, succee<is an indiffe 
life itself, with a concomitant train of moral 
ties always observable most under such syste 
whicli it requires no other cause to 
These effects are sufficiently obvious in 
when we remember the despotism iinde 
countries have so long groancHl, wlie 
that the same system of govei'iim 



estahlisherl by the Mahomedan invaders, has been 
continued, with few improvements, by ourselves; 
when we look at the principle and amount of 
our taxation, leavins» to the mass of tlie people 
little or no liope beyond that of a bare subsistence ; 
when we reflect on all the vexations to which the 
trade ol' tln^ country is subjected, as exemplified in 
the recorth^l history of that of Surat * and other 
places, the attem|)ted monopoly of the manufacturers 
labour, the force<l diminution of their profits, and 
the frauds, evasions, and concealm'^mt s, they are in 
many instances driven to, in order to obtain the 
market value of their industry; in short, when we 
thus see a system exhibiting, in all its parts, the 
exercise of an arbitrary aiul rigorous power, need 
we seek any other cause to account for the habits 
of the ]teoj)le leading them, to “ live all their days 
upon rice, and to go only half covered with a slight 
cotton clothf?” With these causes, and their 
inevitable eflects before us, if is no small trial of our 
patience, to hear men of talents and ol)servatlon, yet 
blind to the defects of their own institutions, describe 
the innate simplicity of the Indians, as naturally 
averting them from the comforts and luxuries of life, 
and their habits, so fixed, as to be utterly incapable 
of cliange. 

I do not say that the superstitions of the Natives 
have no shiire in their debasement; but I do say, 

* See Note F. 

t Printed papers respecting Ilejiewal of the Company’s exclusive 
Privilege, page 234. 
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they are neither the chief nor the primary cause. 
Superstition will tend to perpetuate the moral de¬ 
pravity and slavery of a people j but it is itself 
an effect of oppression and poverty : and if the 
elastic powers of the mind were relieved from the 
overwhelming influence of-other causes which ag¬ 
gravate the wretchedness and confirm' the degrada¬ 
tion of India, natural expansion and improvement 
in views, pursuits, and intellect, would ensue, and 
afford the be.st, nay the only chance, of finally 
subduing the superstition itself. 

It has been remarked, that under despotic govern¬ 
ments, and even in a debased and corruijrted state of 
manners, it is not uncommon to observe considerable 
progress in those arts, which address themselves to 
the imagination, or are for the most part conducive 
to mere amusement, such as music, poetry, painting, 
&c.; but never (I think it is said) in those higher 
sciences and pursuits which improve the under¬ 
standing and the heart. Tor these improvements 
there must be a field in whicli the active cpialities of 
the mind generalhi may be allowed the freest range. 
But this is the field in which industry and prosperity 
would equally delight; moral improvement and 
that of the condition of the people being thus as¬ 
signable to a common influence, may be thought to 
have a natural connection, from which the progress 
of the one can hardly be 'expected, but under cir¬ 
cumstances equally favourable to that of the otlier. 
In this view it would be well if the great advocates 
for the introduction of Christianity into India, 



wo're also to consider more fully (he observations 
which hove been made, hy very hiijh aulhorilies, 
on the iiistory an<l progress of tlic human mind; 
and it would bo a bh'ssing of inesi imahle value, if 
they were eonsrsiuently led to give tladr [)o\v(;rful 
aid to the removal of (liose oltstructions, whicli in 
debasing the condition of the people, erpially and 
pprinanenlly oppose the aceomplisliment of tlieir 
own favourite wisli. 

IL is Ut'- condition of the jteopte, I repeat it, 
that must beJirst improved ; th(' energies through 
which alone it can he (dfectually ameliorated must 
be called into exercise ; the mind, in short, must 
be relieveil of that habitual drcail of power, which 
deadr'iis every active faculty, ere it eau be lilted 
to receive iin[)rovemeut tiom the divine precepts 
of the g:)spel; in its present inert state, force, or 
poverty, or interest, may make converts; hut they, 
like their predecessors, will be Christians in name 
alone, humbled rather Iban exalted by the change, 
and, from a feeling of sell’ d(*grada.tion, more than 
ever prove to the d('pravitics of our nature. We 
may, her-raftcr, have to boast of numbers, but till 
the moral energies of the people have greater means 
of development, we may have to hlu.'.h f()r the ex¬ 
amples, possibly tor the acts, vvliich misguided zeal 
shall have produced; and to regii t, vvlica too late, 
that we mistook the only eoiirse vvliich, if steadily 
pursued, would have conducted our steps to certain 
success. 

Hoping, therefore, that the condition of this in 



tcresliiig people nui}', at so eritic al a jiUK'tuie as 
the present, not be overlooked b}- Parliament; and 
having given my views of the only method, through 
which either their liappiness or moral improvement 
can be materially promoted, I shall here close with 
repeating my former wish, tiiat tlie Company’s com¬ 
mercial system may, as soon as [tossible, be brought 
loan end, and that their knowledge and experience 
may then be wholly directed to their political 
aifairs; from which as mnch advantage may bn 
anticipated to result to themselves, and to the parent 
state, as to the countries they are deputed to 
govern. 

And as twenty years more of exclusive privilege 
will prolong, beyond vvbat is necessary, tlic evils I 
have on this and a former night endeavoured to de¬ 
scribe, I object to it as the period of the new 
charter now proposed to be granted. Half that 
term is, in my humble opinion, quite sullieient for 
all the useful purposes intenried to be secured, by a 
gradual al>,o!ition of the Corni>anv's monopoly. 
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Note A. p-iiji'e 15. 

‘I'm; liill ' fxtnirt of a leflcr from a commercial house itr 
Caliut’ii, to tliiir corrcsponilcnts in Romlmy, dated 14th Nov. 
1808, slious (lie restiaiiits to wliicii the inli'Miiil trade and manu¬ 
factures of ISeueal are liable, from the Company and their ser- 
vant.s, under (lie operation of tl)e.sc boastcil re"ulatioiis. 

*' The Compaiiy have now proiiihitcd their Coniiiiercial Uesideuts 
from muUing any silk on their own acconnt, whi( h is n sad disap¬ 
pointment, as we had nuule enga^i'imiils !or a considerable qnan- 
lily, und llici/ (Inc Uesid.vilx) /un c it i:i th.ir power la provide it 
under iiwr ' fnvimriihlr circiim.'itniiccn than ani/ individunh. 
"J'lie price In s risen very coiKsiihrably ; t lie same silk we got two 
years ago for 84- we sirall pay 10 for, H'/wn the Jirsl orders 
were riceived, the Itrsidmls rntrm^rd all the pi irate filatures for 
the I’ompinv/, so that very little can be made, and wliat is made 
by natives, i that is, independent of ilie l{e',i(leiit,) is little to be 
depended on.” 

In Nos. VIII. and X. of the Appendix, will he found other let¬ 
ters, from /h'HgY//(V.'.r//, ta show lliat tlie piivale nierrliants in 
that qnavtei Ini'e very ditVeu-ot iioti uM imm the advocates of 
llie Conipanv's f'adc, in respert to the wisdom <,f their commercial 
regulations, the justice of their spccnl.ilious, or the benefits of 
their inlerfeier.ee 


Note C. page j:.? 

A somewl at i iialcgons efiect is produced by llie Company’s 
interference in tlie tin traile in this country; a briel’notice of which 
way serve to elucidate tiie preceding oliscrvation. 

Ill a primed letter from the Chainuan, and Deputy Chair 
111.(11 of the Court of Directors to the Fiesident of the Board 



of Controul, dated March 21, 1812; being in reply to a call 
made on them in behalf of tlie (Joriiisli miners, )o export 1200 
tons of tin annually, at certain periods, it is stated, “ That tlie 
price of Cornish tin, in the year 1750, was about lOs'. per 

ton in London, at about which price it continued, with some 
fluctuations, until the year 178*1, the date of the agreement with 
the Company, in wliich year the average price was £. 70 . lOs. per 
ton in London. 

“ That in consequence of the arratt«;ement with the Compani) 
in 1789, whereby tin; surplus quantity of Cornish tin has been 
taken out of the Lunilou market, the price of that tin has risen 
to =£’.100, .L’. 120, o£’.l/,0, and eren .{l.tfl per to7i ; wliereby the 
miners have been enabled to work their ileejiest mines, and to 
meet tlic pressure of the times, inasmuch that the ageiicv ol'the 
Company, in this particular, iias been termed the jtoiilical salva¬ 
tion of the county.” 

The Cimirman and Deputy Chairnian tlien go on ‘to offer to 
export 800 tons of liii at £.&0 j)cr ton, and 400 tons at £.75, 
although the calculations contained in the same letter evidently 
show, that at this rate the Company must lose by the speculation. 

Ill the years 1795-f»i we have it on recoril, that Cotton was about 
llOiu]jces per candy. Of late years, in Bombay, it has been 
1 SO rupees per candy; and this in a groat measure is owing to 
the Company's interference in ihe trade, and their withdrawing 
in the first instance, a large qiiuntily of coitoii from Ihe market, 
which inalerially enlianrcs tlie [mice of the remainder. For the 
ipiantily so witlidrawii the Company only pay 120 rupees per 
candy, and yet lose by it, as they also do by their tin. There is 
one difference in these two trades, that the cotton is forced from 
the people, hut the tin contributed voluntarily ; yet the effect, in 
both instances, is the same on the general iutere.sls of commerce, 
and of the community. A certain ipiantity is ahsorlied by tlie 
Coinpany and embarked in a losing trade,wliilst every otlier per.son 
interested in the commodity suffers by the great enhancenient of 
its price. However innch, therefore, liie Cornish miners may sup¬ 
pose themselves obliged to tlie euin|iany for this inference, I 
cannot tljiidi the Loudon liealers in t.’ii, or the consumers of the 
commodity, can feel equally obligeil; independent also of the 
geiieial checks to consuniptiun occasioned by this unnatural en- 
hancemeiil ol' jiricc, tliere is danger of extinction to the trade 



jtscll', when the price hecoincs so high as to iidniil of cheaper sup¬ 
plies from other (juarters. 

From authentic iuibrniation laUdy pro<aire(l, I find tliat this 
effeci has in some respects been already I'sjieiienced. Owing to 
tlie rise almve mentioned in liie price of I in, some branches of the 
maiiufactnre at llinningliam liavc hecn ce.iif.iderably reduced, 
and ill particnlar that of Inickles is lost lo the town. The use of 
pewter has from the same cause also considerably and notoriously 
diminisherl tbronghout the kingdom. It slionid likewise be kept: 
in mind, tliat tjanca tin (as staled in tlie same letter of the Chair¬ 
man and Deputy Chairman) may be procured at. a fair current 
price of jL.bJ to jL'.’Jd per ton. This is less than what the Com¬ 
pany ilgmiiclves pay for Cornish tin in F.nglaiid, and scarcely one 
half the cost of Cornish tin to the Furopcan mamdactiirer, which 
i.s £. 1 33 per ton. 'I’lie Raiica tin is also superior in (piality to the 
Cornish tin, and greatly preferred in the Continental markets. 
Independent therefore of the absurdity ol' the (Company going to 
Cornwall to buy tin at .t'.KO per ton, v.iien they can gel it within 
a few days sail of the (iliina iiiarket :il. there is eerlaiiily, 

from the c rcumstances above staled, no inconsiderable danger of 
i'nrlher iiijnry lo tlie tin trade and nimmlaclurcrs of Ibis country, 
of which t'le Company’s inlcifeiiaicc is llms the sole and obvious 
cause. A .similar danger, and iVom the same causes, is to be ap- 
prcheiidetl in respect to the. Rouibay colion trade. 

Th< se, however, arc the priucijdes on which the Company’s 
trade ever has be.en, and ever will be, carried on. Fqual and re- 
ciproe d advant igo, the very sold of commerce, is lost sight of, 
and the moimpoli/iiig principle, of promotiiej; the ailvantage of one 
favoured party, to the material iniury ol all the rest of the com- 
miniitv, is substituted. Trade, in order to llonrisli, requires no 
favour nor compulsoiy aid. When it is f be iiilere.^1 of e.xporters 
to send out a commodity, they will do it wilhoul any law or order 
of council to slininlate them. When it is not their interest to 
export, it never can he llie interest of the naiion to force it, with 
the consequent loss which nnist ensue lo the e.xporler. The mo¬ 
tives of the Coiiqiany in this transaction may he good enough, 
but their whole principle i.s fallacious: the extensive mischief 
occasioned by d to the consumers of tin, and the eoniiimnily 
generally, is far more than any sn|)pose.d advantage to the Cornish 
millers can be |•l•clended to c.ountci bahince. A patriolic plea is 
:!ssuiiied to justify the measure; bnl it is an eliiMiUial method, it 



rarricd to its fullest extent, of ruiiiin", \nstead of promoting, tlie 
i;ationiil interests. 

The same reasoning is equally applicable to their woollen trade, 
which, as far as I cun perceive, is every where a losing one, and 
therefore forced on very false motions of patriotism, 


Note C. page ‘2‘2. 

In the Second Report of the Srdect Committee, Appendix 18, 
we are informed, that the contracl price tor the manufacture ot 
salt paid by the Company to the Molungees, or makers, is al)out 
50 rupees per 100 nuiuiuls. 'I'he prhe at the Company’s .sales 
averages, i uuderstand, ahout oOO rupees per lOO maunds. At 
this rate the price of this indisjH!n.sahlc article of life is tlius raised 
to the consumer aliout 500 pey cent, above its natural cost. 


Note D. page 23. 

Extract of a letter from the Governor-general to the Govern¬ 
ment of Madras, dated Jan. 1800: “ We have no hesitation, how¬ 
ever, in authorizing you to form your permanent settlement on the 
principle, tliat the Com[)any will, at some period of time, possess 
the exclusive rigid of manufacturing salt from Gaiijam to Cape 
Comorin,” Second Hepoi't, App. 20- 


Note E. page 25. 


Calculation on the. prices of cotton. 

X. s. 

Tonnage in Company’s regular ships .10 0 per ton. 

-in Company’s extra ships...-. 30 0 ditto. 

-in private ships (India htiilt) 22 15 ditto f. 


t Tlicse arc all cousi(kTC<l as wm- freights. 
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I Toil «l'cotton averiiges I canilies, oi i.'>72ll»s. d. 

at ri.’.40 Os. )icr Ion, — per lb. 

1 Ditto.at to 0 ditto. '>,247 ditto. 

I Ditto.at 22 IS, ditto. 3,f)7;) ditto. 

Thus the difiereiico between ladiiiir cotton on llie regidar India- 
inen and privuie slops, is .1,0! 8//. per lb. in (iivour of tiie latter, 
or 43,13 2 jicr cent.; and bctweeii ladiiig it on Coiiipaiiy'.i 
extm shi| s and private .slops l,2tiSc/. per Ib. or'24,16(1 per 
cent. Sui posing cotton to cost on board 180 rupees per candy 
(of 7s 1 Ibi.) tlie value of l Ib. (at 7s. 3<tl. per rupee) is 
hence the freight in a Indianian amounts to 112,873 per 

cent, on tfie original cost, while tliat on r.rfra ships is ,84,642 
per cent, and on private ships no more than 1)4,1 88 per cent. 

It is fair to pie.suiiie, that when i rg-H/./r .sliips pay a preininm 
of 6 percent, thatcr/ivi' sliip.s, with convoy i\,r the voiiay;e, m\\ 
pay the same, and nil hoot convoy f) percent.; private ships, with 
convoy, would then pay 7 per cent, and wilhoiit convoy to per 
cent. (\s liowever the shipper has to insiire the cost onlij, tip; 
diHereiice in tlie prciiiiuiu of insurance bears no material proiior- 
lion to be dilferciice ol' freight. 

Without r 'garding the insurance, theiefore, the rate of vvliicli 
must depend on circiiinslance.s, it appears that the shipper of 
( otton, in onler to bo iiidemnilied from Io js, iiiu.st receive in the 
I.ondon market, independently of the usual iiieic.anlile charges 
and Company’s aiid King’s diitic.s, 

1 or lib. ol'cotton by a regular sliip (i, 1.69tf. 


IVcigbl. i',9d? d. 

13,196'r/. 

I 111. dilto, by an extra ship... (i, 199 

Freight. ,7,21 7 

- n,t i6'ft', 

lib. ditto, by a private ship... (i, 199 
Freight. 3,979 

- 10,17s rf. 


No notice is liere taken of iiilcrcsl, because, a.s it. attaches 
to the first cost only, it will hear alike on all; unless, indeed, the 
commodity should remain long iinsoid alter its arrival, in which 
case that vvliich pays the largest freight, would also ho subject to 
the lieaviesi cha'ge for interest. 
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Having thus shown tlie rates at which cotton may be imported 
liy regular, exlra, and private ships, at the present Indian price 
of tliat article, wo will submit an estimate of its cost, supposing tlie 
price in India to fall to what may be considered its natural rale. 
We have it on record, that fO rupees per camly, or per lb. 

will yield to the cultivator a profit equal to that ilcrived, by the 
same class of people, from the cultivation of grain. In l7£).5-0 the 
jrrice of cotton to the exporting merchant was about 110 rupees 
jier candy, or ix’r lb. Supposing it. therefore, to be again 

reduced to Ibis price the cuieulation will then Stand as follows : 

Total Cost., 

il- a, 

^ *as above™ } 1>‘='' icgular ships 6,9,97 = l(t,78.ifif. 

,'3,788 + ditto per extra ditto 5.247 = 9,05.5 

3,7 88 -}- ditto per private ditto 3,979 = 7,7 (i7 

In this case the freight will be 

By regular ships 184,714 per cent, on the original cost. 

By extra ditto 1:38,.51 (i ditto. 

By private ditto 10,5,042 ditto. 

It will be observed, that in the preceding calculations I Iia\'e 
considered the freight by private shijis, by which I mean India, 
built sl)ip.s navigated witii La.scars, at d’S'2, 15.1. per ton; but ibc 
private mereliants of Ibis country asseit, and probably on just 
grounds, that 1 bey can furniih sbippiug at £18. per ton, wbicii 
would reduce Ibc freigiit 20,884 per cent, and llie cost of the 
cotton ill England would be thus reduced to (),93() d. per lb. 

That the Indian prime cost of cotton may be again reduced 
to the natural jirice of the commodify, there is no good reason to 
doubt, if the trade be. rendered quite free, and the cultivation not 
hampered by impolitic vexations or restraints. Tlie quantities now 
produced in the ojiposite cxtrcniilies of India, vij!.Guxerat, and Ben¬ 
gal, and the fitness of almost ail the intermeiiiate countries for the 
jiroduction of this article, of the be.st quality, would be a sufficient 
warrant of the elfect lieio aiiticipateil. When the Company traded 
in pejiper from Malabar, and carried away fimuially large cargoe .5 
of it, tlie (irice to juivate mereliants was 176 to 200 rupees per 
candy. The cultivation of pepper liaving been encouraged in the 
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taslciti isla ids, and thecouipaii)' lmvin» withdrawn from the trade, 
tlie price ot' pejiper in Malabar is now jC ntptes jn r candy. 

1 do not say ilial, in both these cases, liicCompany’s interference 
in this trace has been the so/<; cause of tlie excessive increase of 
price ; but it has been a powerful cvmse, in the manner explained 
under eael head respcctisely. IVppcr, however, liavinf,' fallen 
from a inoi.opoly, to its natural price, there is no ■;ood reason why 
cotton, hemp, and other articles in demand for home inanufacturcs, 
might not, under similar circiirnstances, follow tlie same course; 
and none, I inesume, but those whose interest suspends their 
Judgment, will doubt the general advantage of natural, over mo¬ 
nopoly, preos, or assert, in these davs, that monopoly prices 
arc tlie only im aiis of “ political salvation,” (vide p. 3-i). If the 
natiiral prices, however, of these eoiiiiiiodilies should c\er he 
restorc'd, it will be evideul to every iiierclianl, from the ])reced- 
iiig caleiilalioiis, that India cotton may be iinporled into Faigland 
at about Id. per lb. for prime cost and freight; ami therefore at 
less than U)t/. per lb. inelnding every eliurge; wliilsl Coiic:n)y 
(the best) lietiip would cost about x'.'lO per ton. 'I’hese rates 
are considerably below what wo have long been obliged to pay 
for our supplies from America and Ru.ssia ; and it is coii.seijuenlly 
submdied to those, wlio have the power of deciding the ipicstion, 
wliether it wotdd not be wi.se to favour the growth of our own 
colonies, ly the only encoiiragemelil. reijiiired, entire freedom, 
vvhieii would certainly enahle India, to undersell the re.st of the 
world ill these laid otlivrs of its raw productions. 


Note I’, page 'JO. 

Because Surat is given as an exarapir, it is not to he supposed 
the ivil i: coiiliiied to that .spot. Lord Wellesley's celebrated 
letter of pith July, 1801, piiblislied in Ibis voinitry in I.31J, shows 
it to liave ■ixtendcd throughout tlie whiile ol the Madras provinces. 
Tlie modi in which an evil of this kind spicad.s i.s well described 
by Mr, Reiitliaiii; and it is impossible not to be struck with thu 
stroll ' rest iiihlaiice of his pieture to aeliial oceurrences in the 
eouiilry w< are treating of. 

llii prmiier acte de violence produira d'ahord uii certain degre 
d'appreheusioii; voilil deja iiuelipiesespritstiiiiides decourages. Uiie 
neconde vialeuie ipii suctede bienlbt repand line alariiie plus con 
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iidcruble. Les plus prudtns tomnicucciit I'l iesseir(!r li'iirs enter - 
jrrises, ct abiiiidoiineiit peu-:Vpeu uu<‘ carriere iiicertiiine. A iiic- 
sure qiie ces attaqiies se reitereni, ft que le sy.-.tcra d’oppressiou 
preiid un caracteie plus bubitucl, la dispersion aiigiiienlt', teux qui 
out fui lie sont pas reiiiplacfs: ceux <[ui resteiit (ornbenl d ins uii 
etat de l:in"iieur. C’est ainsi qii li la lon';ne le eliaiiq) de I’indiis- 
trie, battu par ces orages, pent eiifiii se tronver dt'seit.”—“ Une 
atteirite portae anx propviet^s d’lin scul jeVte I'-alarnie ))ariiii les 
autres proprietaircs. Le sentiment se conimuniquo de proelie cii 
profile, et la roiitagioii pent entiii gagner le corps entier de I’etat.” 
Vo), ii p. !, 





LIST OF APPENDIX, 

SECOND SPEECH. 


No. I. Statement of the actual Charges incurred by the 
Company on their Trade, and in their several 
Commercial Factories at, and subordinate to, 
the Presidency of Bomhay- 

II. Statement from the Accountant (ieneral's Ojffice, 
Bombay, of the Coynnu rcial Charges incurred 
there, and not inchtded in Invoices, for Eleven 
Fears, or from 1799, 1800, to 1809-10 inclu¬ 
sive i to •which is annexed, a Comparison of 
the Amount for Ten Years •with Appendix 
12, of the Third Report. 

nr. Statement to shou) the Balance of Profit and 
Loss, or the net Profit and net Loss, in each 
Year, on the Cmnpamfs Commercial Concerns, 
at the Presidency of Bombay and its subor¬ 
dinate Factories, as exhibited in the Ojficial 
Books of each of those Stations. 

IV. Statement of the Compam/s W oollens, and Me¬ 
tals, Sic. consigned to Bombay, with the dis~ 
posal thereof by Sale and otherwise, as far as 
the .same is exhibited in the Books of the JVare- 
house Department; to •which are added, the 
usual Mercantile Charges of Customs, Insur¬ 
ance, and Interest, in order to show the Result, 



44 


LIST OF APPRNDIX. 


as accuratehj as it am be given, on Mercantile 
Principles, from 1193 to 1810-11, inclusive. 

V. Abstract of a Series of Proceedings connected 
with the Provision of the Company's Invest¬ 
ment at Surat, taken from the official Diarj of 
that Commercial Factory, and calculated to 
show, by positive facts, the necessary Consc- 
yuences of the Company, as Sovereigns, in- 
te/fering in the Internal Trade of their own 
Dominions. 

VI. Copy of a Letter from a Native Agent, in Surat, 

to his Principal in Bombay, on the Subject 
of the Guzei’at Cotton Trade, dated August, 
1808. 

VII. E-viracls if I.etters relative to the Salt Mono¬ 

poly, Kc. in Bengal. 

VIII. Papers on the Subject cf the Indigo Trade 
in Bengal. 

IX. Extracts in respect to the Pepper Trade in 
Malabar; with a concise Abstract of certain 
Proceedings in Travancore. 

X. Letters complaining of certain Grievances .sus¬ 
tained by the. Private Trade in India, parti¬ 
cularly at Calcutta and Madras, dated in 1812, 
and enchsed in a Letter to the President of the 
Board of Controul, dated May 20, 1813. 



APPENDIX 1. 


STATEMENT of the actual Charges incurred by the 
Company on t/teirTiwk--,aiid in their several Commercial 
Factories at, and subonlinate to, the j^rcsidcncy of Bom¬ 
bay, from 1800-1 to imiusivc. 


PRESIDKNCY. 



Comnu'vci.il 
rjinijjos; Lo wiiich 

] 

i 


Dc- 

juu imcui 

jife a<l(le<l Waro- 
lionsn Stores, and 

i(!liaij;ns nn IVlei- 
i c1j?siuU/c, toiji'tlier 
\ vviri) tijac Poirioit 
j nt’wai’olinMhpStorcs 

iCIiarges on Cotton 

1 liive.'tmentoriKOi- 

oHior nemso( oom- 
iinifial CliaiRe, 
ciassed under se|m- 

‘ e, litOi)--?, tmi7- 
11, and tH0U-(); of 

1 H-Iiicli .sepai-ate /Vo- 


rate Hetnls in Hie 
lidciks, but not in- 
claUetl in any in- 

j ill Inviiiees. 

coinils are kojit in 
llie Hooks. 


voice. 




1 U(I|«1'5. 

PRJIICA. 


1 so;,)-1 

0 1 1 

1 1,41,10!) 1 !)6 


1801-0 


24,775 1 Oo 


ISO0-3 

37,41)8 0 23 

40,078 .'j 01 


1803-4 

4,'),14!) 3 41 

1,321 1 88 

3!),00,5 0 OO'b, 

1¥04-5 

O'1,.180 0 1)0 

ID.O'OI 0 .30 

1 

ISO ')-()' 

48,485 0 50 

10.!) 20 3 ,58 


1 soo '-7 

1,01,240' 0 42 

08.41)8 0 43 


1807-8 

1,42,398 3 83 

.8 4,30 1 71 

1,11,,191 1 91 

1SOK-O 

52,352 3 18 

4,231 1 1)0 

12,12,923 3 50 

ISO! 1-10 ! 

80,401 1 41 

787 2 0 



0,.'.4,125 1 04 

3,23,3dU 2 13 

1 

Sfi'^y9Si) I 47 

Export De- 



2,31,001) 3 2;) 

irartrnent for 
i8oy~iO 

1,1)0,7.53 1 82 

17,21)8 3 1!) 





U‘ 

S,.-14,87 8 2 St) 

3,40,051) 1 ()2 j 

.5,9,5,650 0 70 






REMARKS. 

A. Cdiiiiiicrciiil cliurf'es iit tlie.st* hooks art* wriltt'ii off to “ Born- 
hay (ii'iii'ral Rooks," tli(nif;li all of a nafiiro lo l>e carried to Pr ofit 
aitd Loss; us lire diarges |>ro|>crlv arc at lire snbordiiiate facloiics 
(''mat eteeirtfd). By this, and other contrivances, the Roinlary 
btroks an made to show a aain as per .slaletnenl, N" III. when there 




10 AT'PKNDtX I 

i '< diiiiimllj', ■ J that to a considerable 

i! i ills ciiai'/e refers to the cotton investment snnplied by the 
C.iUon Comniiitec in iHOI-2. It is all I find in tlie books under 
this head, though certainly far short of the amount incurred; the 
charges being for the most part blended with the price of cotton, 
so as not to be now separated. 


SURAT. 



A. Ciiiiifnerrial 
(.'liiii::cs,an(l otiina, 
nut included in In¬ 
voices. 

Cl»ar{;p» on Mer* 
nlmnlizft, including 
'Vccomit, Commis¬ 
sion to tlieCoinmei- 
cial Kf'sident ebar*;- 
etl in Tnvoict'S. 

I800--I 

Kupcfii. 

.01,208 9 25 

Iliipucs. 

48,511 3 70 

1801-2 

60,041 0 30 

14,< 04 3 74 

1802-3 

26,728 3 26 

1.3,808 1 25 

1803-4 

38,194 3 52 

26,799 0 28 

1S04-5 

28,759 0 30 

3.5,250 0 91 

180.5-6' 

22,082 1-30 

.'31,714 3 24 

1806-7 

32,605 0 40 

1,45,501 1 83 

1807-8 

25,844 0 .57 

i,7.5,544 3 6.3 

1808-(J 

51,192 3 04 

3,57,105 2 S6 

180()-10 

. . 

2,92,581 2 7.9 

R* 

4,05,10.5 3 36 

1 1,41,723 0 23 


REMARKS. 

A. To the usual commercial charges contained in this column 
are added the charges exhibited in the Surat commercial books 
under Pension and Charitable Fund, Dead Stock, together with 
such items taken from Account Interest, and Profit and Loss, 
as arc actual charges on the trade, and would be inserted as such 
in the invoices of private merchants, vi/. interest on delayed 
payments, or balances due on account of the investment, f A’. B. 
This is different from tlie interest on tlie sums originally borrowed 
wherewith to provide investment,) Loss by remittances of dollars 
to Surat; ditto by cotton thrown overboard in the river, wasted, 
or outstanding irrecoverable. 

Commercial charges in these books are w'ritten off in eacli year 
to Account Current Bombay, and not to profit and loss, as at 
the other subordinates. 
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MALABAR. 



A. (Juiniucrcilil 
<.’l;ar;*'eH,uiul olheis, 
not tiichiclod ill in 
voices. 

Cliaigos oil Me.r- 
cliandize. 


;i4.7y-i :i '2:i 

n 

46,830 1 35 


3 1,1 (is a ss 

49.656 3 01 

80y-3 

3t,iB3 3 20 

46,678 2 61 

]HOS-L 

tO.titiiJ 3 38 

75,267 3 ,37 

1804-5 

2,1, ,350 3 45 1 

34,174 2 96 

18()5-0 

38,3;JO 0 6(i 

.■;o,oio 0 77 

! 8tHi- 7 

20,b'5i 52 

9,2)2 1 09 

1807-S 

13,130 0 57 

1,889 3 34 

1808-9 

7,037 2 80 

490 3 48 

t80y-l0 

4,238 3 O'l 

787 2 48 


2.65,3/8 2 .36 

2,94,9,99 0 46 


KEMAllKS. 

A, To this liead are added dead stock, and stores or articles 
recently purchased for the counnercial deparfinent, contingent ex¬ 
penses of weavers’ establislunent at Pauighaut and Durmapataia— 
Loss by transporting pepper. 

Commercial eliarges are written off in these books to profit and 
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4B 


BusHim:. 



A. (loiHUiercia! 

Olliers, 
not iiicludctl in In 
voices. 

Cliarge.s on IMcr. 
clianilize. 


Kupf. s. 

UnpeL's. 

isoo-1 

12,20 s 1 43 


1 ,S01 -2 

15,')')1 1 73 

1.3.56.0 2 So 

1 ,s()g-a ! 

(),3(1.0 2 0 


1S03--4- 

0,342 3 ,3.3 

101 0 63 

J 801-A 

0 08 


180.'i-6‘ 

Hi,7 10 1 t)U 


1SO6-7 

|C,6'85 3 01 

2,133 3 ib' 

18O7-8 

10,100 1 50' 

1,542 0 08 

180S-9 

0,335 2 06’ 

275 0 07 

1809-10 

7,(»50 i 85 

330 0 07 

11* 

1,10,243 3 83 

I7,0o0 0 17 


REMAIIKS. 

A. Commorcial cliargcs, i>r, as llicy are termed in f.liese bonki, 
charges general and civil charges, include ottice estahlisliinent, 
factory eslablislnnent, contingeiil charges, factory repairs, allow¬ 
ance to the resident. 

The three first years are taken from the general books in the 
accountant’s office. The year I8O7-S is taken from an annual 
statement of receipts and disbursements; there being no books in 
office tor these years. 

Commercial charges in these books are written off to profit a)id 
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iu:ssoi'..\. 



1 Ooinuti^roial 

OJIkMS, 
nut in in 

voices. 

< 'harpies on IV 2 ( i, 
cliandizc. 


Kii|iffs. 

JJapocs 

180(1-1 

2 .'>,i:o 2 2 04 


1801-2 

00.188 1 7 I- 


1 >S02-;! 

2.ill' 


i8();j-.|. 

.11,.100 I .:>! 


) SIM.-A 

tiO.O'M' ,‘5 20 

4‘.'> 3 ■'> 


'-’l.OOO ;) 22 


)8()()-7 

;’10,0!>i:,‘ 1 Od 

:ii 0 .30 

ItiOz-H 

'.vMO'i o 10 

11,:. 2 .07 

1808-0 

. 18,0 l,s iii. 

2 0 

i8oy-io 

o,"' 1.:' 2 VS 


11’ 

;l,o.'),S(.).! 1 o() 

'2)r> 0 7i ; 



liKM VlikS. 

A.TIic tw(i (ii'st ye;irs uvc lalu'ii (Voiii :ii’:iinl (irrocolp!, 

aiul (lisiiiu'-itiiK.’iils, tlu-ro liciii;; no l)i;oks a; ijif !''!(‘snif‘iii',v ; and 
1 liavi! e\tiiicl(al IlienfiVina fin; cliar^cs ailowiiiisa; lo n'^idciit. 

and liu lor, dliloc cstaldisliaicaf, isciisidiu';;;, arruau! rarsi <'aa- 
liii"riit rhaii^cs, fai.'liiry oskililiti.'iiiuait, dead sJocI , and chaji.a's 
traiismiuin” jau'kcls and piircliaao ol' caiiu'ls and sUtii' i. A-, ihis 
rt‘si<!(ai'y la ly la- conaidared partly pri'dia al and jiarliy coia- 
laeiT.ial, I licvt; oaly taln;n oiicdiaH' id' Ilia 'p'/.iavr/ di^ijiirsi'iiu'.'il'i 
I'or tlie I’Oiiiiiii'i'i i-al clraryas, kaivina tl-ijsr pin fly political to In; 
ivliolly atiaciK'd lo tlicir oaii head. 

'I'liii iilioiv an'i'!ion''d I'liarycs ia llic-.' hunk-; aic wii’li'!! otl' to 
piolil aad lo.'.'. 
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ANJENOO, 



\. ('tminicroial 
Clijir;»cs,ainl olliei s, 
in»t tncliulttl in In ] 
voices. 

Cliiii'aes on Mer- 
cliandizf. 

1800-1 

.'jOjb!)" 0 .‘)0 

j'tlllfCi. 

!',6'35 1. 74 

180t~2 

b',729 0 23 

9l,7.iti 2 50 

1802-,'i 

22,97,8 1 79 

.5.:-;,023 1 7] 

1800-4 

0 (M 

l!>,6f)0 0 72 

ZC 

O 

1 

2C,(>0f! 0 7 

121 a 36 

180.)-6' 

41,6'88 0 2.‘> 

42,053 1 6'2 

180(i-7 

24,259 0 20 

4i»,488 2 09 

1S07-8 

16V)Y)7 0 do 

047 3 98 

]808-0 

ID,672 2 23 

4,5 45 0 74 

1809-10 

13,725 0 0 

585 3 0 

R' 

2,55,054 2 7 4 

3,39,548 1 06 


1--- 

------ 


BEMAUKS. 

A. To Ihis head are added (iic.tory repairs, annual present to 
the Rajali of Travancore, loss by transporting pe|)per-stores pur¬ 
chased for commercial uses. 

The commercial charges, and charges on merchaudizc for 
I 80d-4, are taken from a statement of actual receipts and pay¬ 
ments found ill the accountaiifs oftice, there being no bpoks at the 
Presidency tor this year. 

Commercial charges arc written olf in tltese books to prohl and 
loss. 
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CAMP, AY. 



( 'oinihoiTtal 




(;liai;;e.s on kler- 


xot iiicliitlod ill in 

coainJize. 

J 

voicr.s. 



liUpPCS. 

|{llpP('ti. 

iHOn-i 

7,7!)0 0 0 

400 3 08 

JHO 1-2 

i'.>,yi(,' 0 54 


1802-3 

.S,84o 0 0 


ISO,!-4 

(j,02() I 0 1 

23 2 0 

180 i-j 

15,272 1 7') 

• t,;);? 2 (is 

l<So/>-6' 

13,74.1 2 0 

12,00,5 2 SS 

180(1-7 

1 0 !»2 

7,.'>02 3 0 4 

J807-8 

lj,(ill< 1 (i2 

i I,7p8 0 .'iO 

1 HOS -y 

10,7.1,1 ‘> 48 

12,723 1 21 

i8oyi-io 

l.'.,317 0 0 

11,87 1 3 .91 

u 

1,27,173 2 3.'. 

01,107 3 5.4 


IIKMAUKS, 

A. For (lu! first two years the sums in these roliimiis arc taken from 
the ijeiieral hooks at the Presidency, and for l80'2-3, 1803-4, 
l804-a, and lS(i5-6', from annual statements of artiral receipts and 
disbiiiscinents, there In ing no Cainliay hooks kept till afterwards. 

The coluinn of eoininercial char''es here includes onlinary dis¬ 
bursements, pay to pensioners, allowance to tlie warehouse on 
account of investiiieiit, factory charges, Patlainar cliatgcs, charges 
extiaordinary. 

There is no profit and loss account in these hooks, whence com- 
inercial charges are written olf to account current, Pombay. 
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SEPARA'l'E CHARGES on Account Tinibori Forcstsj &c. 


Boyjiooj .S.iw-jniil, a. 


CoJif'Crvator's I’()olcs, 


(’ivil Paymaj^ter's Rcukii. 


(oOO i to inclusive. 



O.iinDifrtiiiil 

1 hHi^ps. 

Clinrees »in 

J\1 

luot-'j. 

lIlIpCPS. 

Uniiees. 

iJib-; :C. 

•ll,li'7d 0 ‘.Id 


dal Kosidenl'.'^ 
r Forests, 



taob b. 

211,«74 3 .iVO 


7 . 

l.bb97 0 d(5 


ltd 17 ‘{. 

l?,db2 71 


liioii ;» , ... 

1117 0 0 


(sut? . 

inow \f . 

l>V,o46 1 

()00 C4 

:),y‘_'7 2() 


uii.Oii) y 79 

.),14;) '2 91 

H!07 t: . 

0 c,7 


— . 

i:l,‘'«(l .'i dfi 


— . 

4,Odd i> <)7 


— . 

0 0 


IIKW 9. 

Id,‘172 2 06 


. . 

(1 0 


liJOl) i.(). 

10,140 0 0 


- - 

■I,l4d 0 0 


. 

.),000 t) 0 


ip. Pip.'iidnicy 

'I' and I'litiik 
(.'.iuiui'ii,tVoni 

■JM,b77 1 40 

0,982 1 01 



lii l'',(i»7 ■;! ,‘W 


JV 

Il.ll.i.ydl ,1 lido. 



liUMMt KS. 

A. 'llicsti hUius iH'ojK'i'Iy constiliiU' ilir tialaiicc of piriiit and loss, or net 
iosvS in tin.s coinanii. Ulie real woidd in'c!onsid<‘faldy mole ; but 

they arc .mi blended in tiiC bo<tks wdlt advances bir the purebaso ot' timber 
to be sawed at ilic null ndo planb, as imi lo admit ol’ bciii” aci-mately se- 
paialrMl. lin y au? jncii ly the balances td aiatoijnt, or tlilleri'in'c between 
the mlvama s Tor sdai v, cMablislimcin, Cva*. an i pnn-b.tsc of limber on iJie 
one side, and Ilic-didivcta.s ol no (lie otltcr, at (biriy iiipces per 

HM) (lu/,. 'I bis tln-udere is only dm nor <' iaia.e imauri'd Ivy tin' Company, 
wiii’sl tJh' null was iindvr tbiar man:*;'j;uct I, ai'il is exclusive of tljc Olior- 
nmus loss liy loaiis and labamcv m to Mi-. inae’ivOi.orbic. 

h. 't iu sc are .'•oms paid :d liio .Piesd.b o.ry on account of cbaiKes in Uic 
linduu’ b'i'esis in d.i'ahar a!id Can.aa, ain! In dioso lo Ibe iioi tliward. 

V. \ lie pavdcnbns ot ties ■aim of tn i-Sds arc explained in tlic annexed 
extruci Iroui Uic ni.nnn* sloicLctjn I’s booHs. 

Kvipot^s, 

i>. Sum tela) (vt s nol inc’iukid :n ir.vi.ices. d/dd/Joi 

Ijcducl t:i{' {•ouu'ulvii j^ain on all tlie i unscitimeids of findicr 
ami liy C ^'I-Viiius iViMii lliod-l ii) 

ji.n ;ku iii tii.- .-.mii'.iiKi cMi jcl. 15 


Lfaviiij; for liie a.m! lo^s, or lic.l !ij>s on lliis 

iicoyuiit... 
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EXTR\C'r li 1)111 M;irin() .StnieKiicppi's Hook;). 


IHOO- 1. I I’lirmConimcrciul Ki's' iiiMaliiliiii ' 

Oi: lo.liilU).(iitVo— 

Oiilo... .ililli)...(litli).... 

iiiOl I l'Y('iii<kiiiiiiifirial Ill's.'iii.'Malab.ii 

Dilti). ...ditlo..ililtii. 

1 liO:J :1 I li'i'C.niCoiimH'Tciai lli's' iiiMiiIaliar 
iyo.,i j l''roiii('iimuii‘i't'.ial Ktis'iiiMiilaliai' 

Dillii.(Iitio.Aiiji'iigo 

DiUii.flitio.Sural..-. 

HiOl ') |l''iii ni:i)iiiiin'i('ial Kis'alAiijciit; 0 | 

Diio.ilillo..Maliiliaij 

KJO;')-6 jl'Vo iiFoiiiiiHii ciiil [lo.'.'atAiijiaigO: 

By Sliip Ooi'iiwallis (MasK). 

.'('iiiil)CT l’!;iiiU| 

,11106 7 jlYom I'l'iMiiK'icialKr'.O al.Aiiiciigoj 

nitti). iliUo . Miilahai'i 

....Siiiat.... 

1U07 B |l,'Voititkjium('i(aiil |{(’s'iiiAI:iluli.ii'| 

...(iiltu.'\iiji'iia;i) 

Ditt) ilitio I'.omii'iv, ill IMul.ibaij 
JBiia 0 ll''i'oni Koh’ill Miilabiir, (ioii.si'i'v. 

(liito, mill Kcs'at Aiiji'ii!i;o...... 

Dillii Coii.si'i'vatiji'ill iVbiliibar ... 
Ditiii C.ipl. Tliati'Iuii', Iiispoctoi- 

of llie ISiii'lli l-'tivosl. . 

1 BOO- 10 r’loii Mill ib<ir(.''OiiSia-v;Uoi'( t’iiiiii| 

I Spiis) ..... 

iKioiiidiiiii'iioi'iiial Ri'.s'iiiiVlalabar 

DiUt... Miilabai'.(.'.(iiisi'i'Viit.i)i', 

nittudiiiniiiCTiaal |{(^s)al Aiiii'iii-o 
I'lripi'Clai' ol' Nrti'lli. iMii't'slsj 
l.'.(,)iirt'irval(n' ill t'aiiai'a.. 
DilU'.ilitb). 


tfl' Timluir 

IVciiflil paid at the 

.Tilf] i'lilllL. 


I’ff&iilciic'y, 


|{iHK>e.'<. 


Uupevs. 


7 


1<; 




0 

7‘,2 

0 

0 



iii 





IVJ 

'190 •:! 

40 


'j 


-Hi,670 0 

87 

t?<)y ( ‘.^J 

o 

6:i 

I.‘;,,'i49 1 

■4;> 



'’.it 

17,07J a 

41 

■lO.l'.W 

a 


,'j0,t)71 3 

8.4 

1. 

0 

-Hi 



10 

u* 

08 

7.'j„'i()4 3 

98 

,':(i,i).) 1 


‘Jv' 

,o;i,H7t 3 

21 

I,l()..i7lt 

y 


C 61,001 a 

4!) 

-M 

0 

0 

1 2yl)0(> 8 

.60 

;> 

v> 

ti 



.11,101 

<2 

.M 

i:i 

1 01,7110 ,3 



1 

':n 

s 


7!),i;0|; 


Hi 

^ 71,001) 0 

.60 

UOyOol) 


Oii 


hy'flVl 

0 

0| 

;>(i 

^ 31.',000 1 

90 

t!t,H>7 


20 



f,V7e 

<> 

0.'* 

08 

t,.l00 3 

:>fi 



h 


(iU, 1 m 


71 

1 


4j7,0.i.» 


(iH 

1 1,0,1,7117 0 

4^' 



8(; 

f 17,060 ] 

10 

7 

i.* 

‘jri 

ti,llil 3 

-18 

.•>,7 H» 

0 

21 

J 


U,7.t,.-!;!7 

;; 

72 

(Ij42>(i8t7 ~ 

88 

(1, f_',(ill7 

li 

:18 





JO 



— 






ncniAniiii. 

A. Tlii.a is the piiec of the timber with cbaige.s on iiiPieliaiulinc, com- 
mission, iiiiii til iilhts, to the pieslileiicy, Mippiieil by the Company's ooiii- 
oiereial ri'siilenl.s, eniiservators, anil iiispeetor, for Hie last leii years. As 
the Coiiipaiiv's hooks fshiliit a pro/ii on the .sale of tinibei', I have allovyeil 
tl.e whole of tli.it proiit on llie sum total of tlii.s .supply ; that is, .supposing 
it all to Iiave beeu .sohl, wliidi, at o() per cent, on the cost anil charges, 
anuiuiits I I Spi;., ll.'i rupees. 

,V. /{. '.riie loluiiiii of IVeiglit inelndes only the fn'iglit.s IVoiii Aiijengo, 
Malalmr, ainl '.'.iiiaia. Thu freight on the .Surat limber is iiieludcil in the 
invoice piiees. 
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APPENDIX I, 


AftSTRACT—Charges, Ten Years. 


PKESIDKNCV : 

Commercial Charges. 
Cliarges on Mmehanc 
Cotton Charges. 

SURAT: 

Commercial Charges. 


MALABAR: 

Commercial ClLarge,s. 


BUSHIRE: 

Commercial Cliarge.s. 

Charges on Merchandize.. 

BUSSORAH: 

Commercial Charges. 

Charges on Mercliandize.. 

ANJENGO: 

Commercial Charges. 

Charges on Merchandize.. 

CAMBAY: 

Commercial Charges. 

Cliarge.s on IMerchandize.. 

TIMBER: 

Commoreial Cliarge.s. 

Charges on Merchandize.. 


-ABSTRACT—Commercial Charges forTen Ycar.s. 

Pre,sidency... 

•‘’"rat. 4,0.^,jn,) 

. S',65,3?ti 


Ktiprco. Ore 

. Hi. 

1 Riiiifrs. Qrs. 

Hi. 

8,44,878 

2 

86 




3,40,f);>9 

1 

62 




6,9.9,6.60 

0 

76 

17,01,188 

1 

24 

4,05,106 

3 

36 




11,41,723 

0 

23 

15,46,850 





_ 

3 

.‘iy 

2,f.6,.3T R 

2 

o6 




2,94,999 

0 

46 

.6,60,377 


fJ2 




2 

1,10,243 

3 

ti:i 




17,960 

0 

17 

1,.37,2(),1 

0 

0 




3,66,802 

1 

06 

1 



21.6 

0 

79 

1 

3,66,017 






1 

0.) 


2 

7.1. 




.3,39,6.1l! 

1 

06 

5,94,603 

n 






70 

1,27,17.3 

2 

35 




61,11)7 

*' 


1,88,281 


(10 




1 

y,9.),'2()4 

3 

jui 




8,982 

I 

Oi 

f \ A 4 n 4 tv 







0 

07 



» 

60,78,748 

0 

96 


Malabar.. 


Kiishire... 
Bussorali. 
Atijengo.. 
Cambay .. 
Timber..., 


1,19,Si I . ) 
3,6.5,fi(l2 
2 ,00,0.3'1. 

8,93,264 


2 86 
.3 36 

2 36 

3 8,3 
J Of) 
2 74 

2 .3.) 

3 86 


„ . + 32,77,903 2 42, at 2 .s, id. 

per Rupee is xln-htiff £.360,763, the amount of Commerci-dl Expences 
actually menrred in ten years, whilst Appendix 12 of tbe Third Report 
states tlie Commereial Cliarges for screntern years to lie only 226 , 862 . ’ 

» From Ihis slitiriicl of l,:ii years ai-liial expeiiililuic, Ihe aversce annual amoimt in.iy ))e 
litkcn iit, in lound iminbcrs, (),i50^0l)0 ItnpecK. 

t From Ihi., absliacl tl.e aiiiouut iif C-ommeicial Charge-s acllially incurred on llic Com¬ 
pany’s Ii.ade, but iioi uMiccil In ilic invoices, may be cunsiclered to be s, 2 o,ouo Eipiiecs per 
ammm on an avetaut of 10 years, ' * 
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APPENDIX II. 


STATEMENT from the Accountant General's Office^ 
Bombay, of the Commercial Charges incurred there, and 
not included in Invoices, for Eleven Years, or/rom'llOO, 
•ISOO, to 1H09-10 inclusive; to which is annexed, a com¬ 
parison of the Amcmit for Ten Years, zeith Appendix 
NIL of the Third Beport. 


COMMEllClAl. CHAlKir.S iiiLiined iliiiiiij; <'l('V(’ii yeiirs at (Lc 
I’rt'sickitii’y of’ Bombay anil Subonliiiale;., im lusivc of warehouse 
rent, ami not pul uium fimxis. 


Cluu'i;os uol ]iut upon "ootls iu ISi'O 

1 SOU* 1 

I 

!803-1 
1801-A 
1803-1) 

1 80(i-7 
1807-8 
lSo8-<> 
1SO;mo 


llllJIC 


1,50,-188 

J ,f)7,883 
l,?(), 17 S 
1 ,o6’,y5,'i 
I,t)9A'U 

1,6'4,332 
2.0;?,86’3 
1,71.587 
1,34,17 3 
1,13,441 


3 f)H 
a 3-1 

2 oy 

3 6'y 
0 21 


0 4-0 

1 Gs 

2 93 
0 89 
0 30 

3 4-8 


es 17,07,831 1 98 


Bomhaij , 10/h August, IS 11. 


N.B. The above was ilelivcied tome liy (lie Accounlaiit Tie- 
iicral oI’Bombay, ami was fraiiieil from I lie ollicial ilocumeiits 
ill his ollice. The followiiii; is iutemhil lo >liow' (he amount of 
the above sums in jjoumis sterling, eoinpan 4 w ilh the .sums given 
in the s line years as (he “ Coiniiiereial Oiaiges” of Bombay, in 
Appemli.v 12, of ihe Tbird lleporl. 
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APPENDIX JI. 


1 

1 

A.s per A<‘- 

A.S per ,Ap- 


rciiiitiuit 

pt'ijfljx 12, 


(it^nerars 
Sraicmcu t. 

3it Kcporl. 

Commercial ehargc.s 1 795 )-) 800 j 

Slfi'linf;, 

l\ iStci'Iiisj?- 


C. 10,02!) 

10 ,6 ',59 

1800-1 

I0,70o 

t 1,800 

1S01-2 

18,880 

M.,15I 

I.S02 ;3 


10,722 

l8('3-f 

17,<>.')7 

12,0'2.5 

1 oO i3-3 

1 . 9,010 

1 1,4.6'4 


1 S,1S7 

13,.S92 

tM >()-7 

22 , 934 . 

1 B,299 

ISO/-8 

19,153 

15,.3,50 

1 sot;-.9 

1 1 2S j 

'1 1,.7 5 . 1 , 

Difference or le.ss charged in the Ap-1 

17.9,213 1 

1,3.3 ,570 


peiidix 12 , tliiiii in the Account-> X'. Stccliu" 45,0'.'i7 

ant General’s statement.} i- 


IIKM AKKS. 

On rcterence to Appendix 12 of ilu''t'lilnl riejan t, it will be 
seen tliut the coiiimereial chaises of lloinbay are only about ciic- 
tbirteentb part oftbe whole anioiuit for tin three presidencies. It 
follows, Uiat il there he the same omissions under the other heads 
as are ascertained under tliat of Ihnnhay, the whole uniount omit¬ 
ted for the ten years, lierc comjiared, woohl he thirteen times this 

diffiaence.— I "■ 

And, by the same rule of piOjMirlion, tor the 
period of seventeen years, to which the 
account in the 'Pliird Report extends, the 
amount of the ditferenee would he........= f. 1 , 00^,577 St'. 
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appf;ni)ix in. 

S'J'ATEJ^lENl' to s/icw thv Halam'c of Profit and Loss, 
vr tt c not Profit and net Loss, tn ear/i Four, on the 
Compam/s Cummercud Concerns, at the Presidency of 
.liomoay and its severed subordinate Eactorirs, us exhi¬ 
bited in the ojjicial BooLs of each oj those Stations. 

1‘JIF.SIDENCY. 


hiTpoi't 

llU'llt. 

Piolit. 

Loss. 

ISOO^I Net 
ISO 1-2 do. 

1802- 3 do. 

1803- 1 do. 
1801-,', do. 
ISO.j-ti do. 

1 do. 

lb,.47 8 1 21 

6‘>,yua 2 7y 

23,38 4 0 13 
I,I2,<)86 1 J)2 

! 6.3 

1,03,214 3 lU 
.38,331 2 8.3 


180;-8 do. 
l80-i-() d<v. 
J80;)-I0 <lo. 

1,17, Ml. 1 23 
2.3,053 3 71 

13 0 3o 

1 


ti,72,()4() 2 40 

3,32,113 0 30 

Export Dep. 

IS(Ki-10. 

fiain 

Deduct I 0 S.S 

3 3(> 

6 , 70,430 1 84 

3,,32,1 13 0 30 


Renuijns 

,3,4 4,317 1 ;>4 

A. 


REMAUKS. 

Rupees. 

A. Ajipan nt g<iiii Stak'd iti tin; Iioliks . ,'i, l4,3J7 I tiU 

Rut these book.s exliiliit (as specilied in State- 
ineut IV.) a wet loss i>y discounts, iVc. which is not 
carried, as it t)iiglit to be, to profit ami I 0 S.S. 4,6’0,t)2S ‘2 :>:i 


I.caving a loss, i[i.slead ordain, of nijiees. . l,l(j,b)l 0 <)<) 
To vvlikli should be added the counncrdal 
charges at the Pre.sideiicy, as )ier Statement, No. I. 8,4 t,87S 3 .S6’ 


Total OSS at the Presidency.. y,bi,4,Sy 3 85 


l 






Al’I’ENDIX in. 


m 


SUUAT. 



Profit. 

Loss, 


itUliW'S. 

Uuiiots, 

1800-^1 

.. 

S5,:i0p 2 ;>4 


... .. 

d.'i,.0 >2 3 77 

t8()2-.‘j 

... ... 

9,939 0 K) 

180+-,5 

1 S05-(> 

1,210 0 0 
ai,7.'i9 1 ij-2 

3,871 2 21 

1806'~7 

1807- 8 

1808- 0 
1809-10 

1,378 0 -18 
2,034 1 73 
20,0.70 3 42 

l,2f)8 2 10 


51,032 3 27 

1,00',■401 2 65 



.) 1,032 ;i 27 


A. 

1,15,308 ,3 38 


REMARKS. 

Kiipecs. 

A. ApiKiR’iit I 0 S.S by the .Surat, books. l,lo,3(iH 3 3K 

But couimeicial charges are not cariicd in 
tlicse books to the head of profit aiul lo,s.s, as 
tlicy arc at the other subordinates. Add, ihcrc' 
fore, the amount of “ commercial cliarges".. +9,298 0 7b 

And ilic total loss at Sural will be,.. 3,ti+,6'()7 0 I f 




APPENDIX III. 




MALABAU. 


Comrnn .Kesi 
fli* it‘s Hook;-. 

VVnlil* 

Laiss. 

180(1-1 


<;4,s:'i(, I 3(» 

JSO 1-0 


•JS.-JIO 0 78 

1 .SO' 


.■>7,3'I J iS 

l.so,;- 4 


l(),5Si> 1 37 

lS()|.-,-5 

... 

■2.0 IS5 0 ly 

1 ,S0 )-(.i 


‘29,'263 ‘2 6';> 

1 SOo-'/ 


‘2.>,0.5U 1 SO 

180'-S 


0,1 l.> 3 41 

1 ,s(),s-y 

... ... ... 

■>(),;57'2 0 II 

tso;)-i() 

... ... ... 

'iyS 0 S(> 


IP 

'^■'i,o4',isy ) 71 


KEMAttKS. 

Ill tlic books of' this IVosulency tlio following liespernte del>(> 
arc sfill iiicludcit, wliicli I know to tiiivc been incurred in ibc course 
of tlic (Jimi|iuiiy’s coiiuucicial coiiccnis, williiii my lime in IMu- 
labar, viiid to be utterly inccovoralile. 

Ttiipees. 

lladjee Kssoob Aial>... 3 ,'j(i 

•SiibyaSct. oj.O.sC 0 .S3 

(I .i.'i 


Esclusivc of the net loss cxliibitcd in llic books. 
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(K) 


15US1HRE. 



Profit. 

Loss. 

ISOO-l 



1801-2 



1 <S()‘i-3 



1803-4 


9,391 3 34 

1804-5 


40,577 1 33 

1805-6' 


30,449 1 70 

1800-7 


•J 9 ,'.>S 1 0 Co 

1807-8 



1808-9 


H,899 2 59 

1809-10 


8,063 0 21 


R 

1,32,662 2 3 


KEMAHKS. 

For the years hlaiik of this ircriod, there arc no Busliire books 
at the Presidency. 

In those tliat are Ibrdi-couiiiig for the remaining part of tlie 
|)eriod, tliere appear the following bad debts 


Shaik Nasur Khan 
Aga Abdul Raliim, 


Rupees. 
48,92'2 0 16 
1,639 10 
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lUTS-SOJlAir. 



1*! Dfjt. 

l.oss. 

i.S(lO-l 

IHOl o 


liupecn. 

KS02 -3 


72,725 3 30 

1803-4 

••• ••• 

.50,630 2 2 

1801-5 

«.* ••• 

1 , 1 7,.57 4 1 93 

1805-6’ 

••• 

46,187 0 45 

1806-7 

... ... 

29,506 3 50 

1807-8 


.52,351 2 95 

1808-9 

••• .*• t.. 

7,5,530 1 68 

180!)-10 


61,418 1 50 


IP 

5,14,925 I 39 


UHMARKS. 


There are borne on the boohs of this Presidency the following 
old balances, which apjiear to be irrecoverable h>sses, viz. 

Rupees. 


“ Charges incurred, and losses sustained, in 
eoiise(iuence of a riij»(iir»^ with (lieChaub 

Shaih. 2,0!),435 3 26 

“'riic goveriiiiiciil of Bagdad and Ihissorali 30,370 1 48 

Due from .Sliaih Aliniood Ibii Tamar.. 7,500 0 0 

Do, SliiiiU Yoosuf IbiiMushary. (>,000 0 0 


IP 2,5.J,;io6 o 74 


Exclusive of the net loss exhibited in the books. 
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APPENDIX III 


ANJENQO. 



Pi'olit. 

liOSS* 

1 SCO-1 


Ktlptta. 

'.2,4!)f) 2 24 

1801-2 


3,300 .3 82 

1802-3 

,,, . 

2!t,20() 0 4. 

1 803-4. 

I804-5 

. A. 

2 27 

lS05-(j 

. 

';.7,,5.54. 2 00 

180ti-7 

... ... »«• 

2,5,401 1 40 

1807-8 

... .. 

1.5,732 3 17 

1808-9 

. 

20,801 2 84 

1809-10 

... . 

9,731 3 8S 


m R. 

2,34,207 2 32 


UI'.MARKS. 

A. There are no books for this year at the Presidency, wlicncc 
this blank. 

In the books of I8O8-9 there is a sum written off to Fort St. 
George Presidency, lor pcpjrer confiscated by the Madras army, 
under Colonel Chalmers, which may be considered a dead loss to 
the Company. 

Rupees. 

It amounts to... 2,52,112.5 0 0 

And is exclusive of the net loss exhibited in the books. 
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(•AMBA\ . 


j I’l-nl'n. 

•Ldss. 

] S', 10- 1 ' 

1 SOI-O 

lsoo--:i 

(so.'i-'l 

1 .SO 1 -5 

1 S0,i-(! 

1 

Uni>t;:c9. 

l.SOti'7 
l,S07-.S 
USO.S ,p 

1 soy -10 


; \>| .7 5 0 0 



17 0 0 


RKMAIiKS. 

Eiipcos. 

A. Amount of casHiil los-i iiisi'iicil in (Ir i‘Itooks 175 0 0 
Tiioie appears, iudred, no profit in llio'f lujoks, 
nlietifc thero is no head of prolii and lo^s. Tlie 
I'oriimiToial cliarnos are tlu'ri t'oir in ( loss, and 
dioukl be aided. 1,07,17'? 2 .'J5 


Total loss at Cambay., 
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APPENDIX III. 


TIMBER. 



Profit. 

Loss. 

A. Beypoor Saw-mill. 

1801-2. 


Jlupecs. 

8,()1.3 2 32 

1802 3. 

*«« *♦« 

11, 8 2d 0 9(1 

Conservator’s Books,Malabar. 

1807 8. 

1808 <). 

1322 3 0 

I s.*> 

1 80<)-10. 

•... ... 

15,795 2 20- 

Presidency.. 

. 

5,31,849 0 0 


Deduct gain ... 

5,74,483 3 33 

1,322 3 0 


Net loss.. 



JIKMARKS. 

A. Vide remark in Statement I. Page ol- 

N. B. This and (lie separate filalniieiits of timber, &c. in No. f. 
give prolnibly ll\e most favourable view lliat can be exhibited of 
that part of the Comjwny’s con< erns in timber, l^c. wliicb their 
own servants have been eutjdojcd in snpplOng, and perhaps too 
favourable a one for strict accuracy, inasnmeb as it will be seen, 
that credit is given for a net profit of "0 per cent, on all the sup¬ 
plies inaile by the Company’s commercial residents, conservators, 
ixc. though it is certain the whole could not have been sold at 
this rate ; some having been expended for the Company’s own use, 
and some still remaining as a balance in hand. 

'J'he marine department receives other supplies of timber and 
jilank, some by contract, others by purchase on the spot. To give 
an account of all these would require a complete scrutiny into the 
marine deprartinent, an Augean repository, which would demand 
another Hercules to clear and develop. It would require also 
the addition of other very heavy charges of which, from the nature 
of the marine department, there might he difficulty in settling the 
just amount. 

Of these combined supiilies of timber, I shall, however, merely 
observe that when landed in Bombay, t bough the invoices are 
brought to account in the marine store-keeper’s books, the timber 
itself has never been looked after, by any body liable to responsibility 
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Od 

oij tl’is iii'coniit: tn'illit'r l!io slnrp-koq'o.r, or liis iltipiily, Lave 
(/vt r ilioii'ilil it llicir (tiify. TLi- iiiasirr liniliier lias pciierally liis- 
of it as lie |ile.iseil. J^ilesof tiniLer and plank have been 
layiiiL' for these ten years on (lie iiordi end of Colahali, llie lower 
tiers of w lieli are now rollen; nnicli is .supiiosed lo have been 
stolen, am not a little appropriated lo jirivate use, by (he Conn 
piiiiy'.': mark being eut out, and a private mark snbstitnted ; than 
which, (rol l (he total neglect of this article, and its jiroiniscuous 
iidmixtnre with the timber and plank of individuals, nothing is 
ryore easy or elii'ct. 

A sniaes wa.s lali’ly ordered on this portion of the Company’s 
jtropei ly- if pi oseeuted with vigour and honesly I can have no 
doubt that the dcliciency will he very great : indeed from e, hat 
I kmnv of the extensive and iinpardonahlc neglect oft he Company’s 
affairs in the marine department, 1 would not cover the los.ses 
and aliirse.s in it. since I have ohsi'rved its inanageinenl, (iir 
lae.s of rupees. 

Ail SI RACr — Prnfi/ and Lass, Ten } ears. 


PIIESIDI'.NCY: 


] (.OSS. ......... 

SURAT: 

..b(;t,is.9 

a 

85 

Loss.. 

MALA15AR: 


0 

11 

Loss. 

BUSIIIRI.: 

. aO-l.,4S!) 

1 

7 1 

Loss. 

lU'SSOllAll ; 

. lJ‘’,(io''J 

o 

■i 

[.OSS.. 

ANJENfiO: 


1 

IK') 

1 . 0 ,ss... 

CAMBAY : 

. 

.'1 


Loss. 

.... 

J 

V ' A 


TI MHI al: 

Loss...,..,.,..,... .a7o,thl r) tot 

! y I 'J, at'J.«. Sf/. iH-r 
Rupee, i’h.'i')l,4<)() ,v/ee/(«"’, in ten years, rdisohite los.s on (ho 
trade at Eomliav, ami the suhorilinate I'aelories, exclusive of the 
bad (hht.s (lid goods lost at (Siihordiiuitcs, not yet written otl, 
Mild which ; re as follows; 

M Ai.AP.Art. O ,'t t 

lins-sonAii. C.ati.tioo 0 7 + 

ANJKNIio .. 0 (t 

u 











APPENDIX IV. 

ST A TEMENT of the Companfs Woollens and Metals, 
Sic. con.signed to Bomhay, with the Disposal thereof, by 
Sale, and otherwise, as is e.rhibiled in the Books of the 
Warehouse Department. To xvhich are added, the usual 
Mercantile Charges of Customs, Insurance, and Interest, 
in order to show the Result on Mercantile Principles, 
from 1793 /0 1810-11 inclusive. 



WOOUI.RNS. 


1, 

2. 

3. 



Total Iniiicfi by r.\- 




port. Delivery Id Tub- 




lie Ucp<rr(niLTitt: I’uL- 

DnclcareflGood/i, 


Imports. 

lie anil Privatu 

of Public ami Pi i- 



and ftlu»ri D«nv«rli'ii. 

vale ijales, writ- 



lecuvuri'd at tlic In 

ten back. 



voko Price. 


Oil HfiOil- 

KupctiS. 

Uu()ces. 

Hiiptirs. 

1792 

3,34,294 2 53 



1792-3 

2,80,031 0 0 

4,42,284 0 85 

34,857 0 0 

1793-4 

2,83,049 3 40 

2,79,089 3 44 

25,787 3 36 

1794-i 

4,99/J45 3 66 

6,16,‘i66 0 96 


1795-0 

2,10,130 3 9,5 

1,08,730 0 43 

... 

1790-7 

7,ii7,1:i3 1 ,58 

6,99,148 a 72 

«>* 

1797 8 

8,,5K,.327 3 02 

9,47,021 2 54 

58,327 3 32 

1798 9 

0,09,123 2 04 

8,42,.514 0 Hii 

1,42,;423 1 9.3 

1799-10 

7,81,278 1 37 

6,18,320 2 92 

1,20,01,3 1 48 

1800-1 

7,3(1,288 .3 03 

13,4.5,009 0 5)1 

27,547 3 ,32 

1801-2 

11,04,87(1 0 98 

.5,59,992 0 02 

27.032 2 0 

‘i 

8,4r),.''7B t 0‘ii 

n),.57,979 3 18 

1,01.091 0 45 

I8(t3 1 

4,.j4,6'j6 1 :>4 

4,97,734 2 27 

69,834 1 93 

1804 5 

8,79,719 2 38 

9,07,4.50 3 01 

95,721 0 73 


4,28,872 3 37 

5,(i8,4U8 3 75 

31,667 1 7,5 

jmu) 7 

7 ,.50,480 2 14 

7,23,847 2 78 

18,4-32 0 07 

1807-8 

i:i,85,918 2 33 

17,31 ,9<»2 1' 38 


uloa 9 

10,09,087 0 67 

8,78,668 1 09 


1809-10 

10,44,172 1 .53 

9,88,,507 3 11 

10,948 3 47 

1810-11 

9,12,560 2 82 

9,16,841 0 08 

19,468 1 74 


1,42,20,731 3 (58 

1,46,87,786 t 64 

7,89,6.53 2 15 


Total amount of Issues ami Sales. Kiipeea 87,780 1 fl<l 

Deduct uiielearcil. 7,8'.),fio;i si l.'j 


Deduct uiielearcd. 7,8'.),fio;i si l.'j 


Real Sales. 1,37,98,133 3 39 

Total amount of laipoi ts 

pel Invoices. R‘1,42,90,731 3 08 

Deduct oil Hand at the 

close of 1810-11,,. 5,39,,S71 3 70 

■--- 1,36,81,159 3 98 


Apparent Gain, according to the Company’s ? . „ 

mode of keeping accounts, on Wooltem.... J i,10,974; .> 11 
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METAI-fj. 


I. 



Iijtpovla. 

ll.UH . 

Ciipei-s 


3,17,664 3 


(i. 07, 939 0 67 


3,09,881 0 17 

I7‘.n .'i.. 

4,92,8.56 1 26 


.53,417 ‘i 42 

17!’6 7.. 

9,13,0911 .1 46 

17!'7 a.. 

6.6.t,037 1 42 

17V8 !».. 

.5,9(i,ll.ll 2 76 

d7V9-tlJ(>0 

4,27,.!9!t 1 86 

1800 1.. 

4,87,482 0 46 

1811-2.. 

a,52,abl 3 73 

18(1.'-3.. 

(5,15,.551. 3 74 

ISOM.. 

12,33,193 3 66 

lail-.'),. 

a,.12,4 36 0 .5(1 

:l 8 ( 15 - 6 .. 

2,li;t,(>»l 3 60 

186 6-7... 

4,27,503 (1 !i7 

180?-8... 

8 , 21 , 95.3 0 09 

18(13-9... 

6,3.3,445 *2 79 

1869-lO.. 

9,0,5,081 3 4t 

1810-11.. 

9,63,238 3 94 

ToMls. 

1,, 1,3,60,591 .3 12 


0 

Tolal lamu-5 Ity fix- 
Uvlivrry ,’o Pub- 
.ic. I). (iiiUnvini. Pu!* 

j'l«* ;Hi<} PiiviUi' 

AlKl Di'liwru':*, 

ri?p..vi*ip<l :i( lilt' ill- 
voii’o I’lictiii. 

3. 

Undcai'cil OooJs. 

Uiiptfs. 

Uupeejt, 

1 n ; 

64,886 0 62 

2,9(l,tl.3.3 0 6-1 

2,14,171 2 10 

5,17,24.1 2 57 

11,804 i .38 

iu 


3,75,2.5.5 ,3 91 

12,.390 1 94 

15,37,493 1 70 

77,764 3 O-t 

1,-16,7 24 0 -I.? 

2,31,706 3 34 

3,77,103 52 

8,.317 1 0 

6,16.340 2 7;’. 


6,27,6.30 0 62 


‘>,31,*,^01 ■,> 

'!0,411 ,37 1 

((,14,67.5 .1 21 

79,3 1.5 2 0 

6:> 

1,06,563 3 91 

6,8:1,053 1 23 

73,032 1 37 

11,19,060 3 56 

M,509 2 70 

11,02.891 1 71 


6,01,,5.50 3 21 

5,676 3 90 

13,1.6,080 .3 ().'> 

1,33,637 3 ,5t 

9,28,2.59 .3 41 

227 0 04 

1,47,03,177 1 66 

10,74,484 3 56 


Amount (if Usiies and Salas of Metals, fiom 

to tail inclusive!. 

IJeilnct .. 


K‘ lA7fi:)A77 1 Gii 
3y.r4,l«4 3 56 


Rea! SaUw 


1,36,««,692 2 10 


Amoimtof Imfiortsdiiriiii; ttie 

same peeiiod, per Invoices R* 1,33,68,591 3 12 
Deduct on Imnd at the close 

of la 10 11. 7,65,878 0 44 


1,26,02,613 2 68 


Apparent gain on Metuh, 


R> 10,25,978 3 42 









lu (iny tlic WaielioiiBpkpepcr iiiiil RstiiWisliment. 

F. Ill 18(1.!. Ilie Wari'limiie Cimimitlei' (ook, by Onlcr, an Iiivintory 
(if'llifi Goodwill ^V'al'pllllll.H*■, will'll this !><(icieiipy was repoiti'i),ami 
written oil—siiiee that Peiioil must iiitjioi taut Uetirieneies have boon 
ascertaaitHi, but iievei taken notice of. 
a. Tlie Gain liy I'oi'foited IJeposils doiluctcil fVom the. Loss by Lis- 
counts, .'be. 

Apiiarent Gain, accniding to the Coiiipaiiy’s Mode, of Coinpnt'atioii, on 

Vl^oolleiis, is tlieiefove,...... IG' i> ■tt 

Ditto.Ditto.Ditto oil Metals.;. HI,2.S,i)71i a -13 

Ditto.Ditto.Ditto oil Guchiiieal.. li.d'I'j I lit 

J1,4U,974 t 01 

Deduct Net I,oss by Discounts, Tbc. 4.(iO,‘J‘j i) .a .i 

.Apparent Gain by the Wan house Books K' U ■!!! 


Wliicli, witliout itoing beyond llic Waichoiise Book.s, i.s only about per 
Gent, on the .Sum 'Votai of Sales and ls.snc.s, instead ot nearly ? per 
Cent, on piiiilie Sales,”—.nid “ 1 l.f.o per Cent. Oil private 'rendei.s,”—as 
stated ill the Jloinbay Goveiniiient’s Letter ot the Kith Oetober, IliOU, 
to tile Court of Directors, to be “ An impurlant Fuel imiinimtubhj estn- 
i/is/ifit.” 
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AliSTU vcr OP IMPORTS 

tWoei* (h^ which »nix' nf (iOimU fiom Ow (Uffcrpnl 

I'uDUDm'ial IU:»uk'iH.ic$^Doi iiulMiktl iuOk^ Wuichoiiso liuuks. 


niN. Hux 


ihin>i . 





IM)14 . 


, '1 

'i 




, VI,^'*,0*4 

1 

«•* 

i;u)3'l , 


. Sl,yi,t;* 

o 

«*ll 



' V'^'OKo'V 


w.'* 

i.ufi-ii , 




*7 

lUH'*? * 



u 

i*!i 

liioTU « 


» M.iVslt?: 



liamii , 



1 

;i!i 



« -iv>Al\IU'w 

u 



(i9.»,a»’>•'» 4)« att RVm^tt ui'io>*c«w»* 


A vxaiuuvUiMU of jIh' \v:w'ch*v»:“*' hooks, ihns show* the 

v-nUIoiiiu i.r whi- h RuDM'illy ihioiN*h tin' l'<ini|K4iiy\ IkopU oo tlH> TAiiiib^y eMa* 

blUhmpoti lu«^ht \hp< dM tho tiuthvr ai< 4 c.oii\ |i:ovi«h-4| by ibc ('») 0 |)io>^s commiHTto) pcf. 
vatiU, h-vl ckvlosivi^ of their nwi toc >t«ov«, U* avcia^c-'viy l9,tnUXHt iicr .UkUoiiu TIw 
tuxl char;*'** etch* vUy UtoMnvtl «tt tho (.\iio|».ni)S itxpic ai I'oiiihAy, iHvortlhi;* i«t th«^ otIWial 
booh* h*>* th« r. imIhc* nctUnl oi teo yen*.*, xj\*^ am a\trAt»c of OjovTitU of 
K’* (X'f ataitiut * Hits xittt tocUtilri wh:it art' I^iioiaI ht iho U»oU» o Ch.ii'^cs »n Mei'di«Q« 
rHx«,*’ «u I of V 'luh it U lUoo;*iu |U'<«|hn l*> allow ll*r too itooi hi iIm^ Coio|M»y** Invoieua«>^ 
Iho ixiniitiKlrt' nv th'^ixnt hi the bw^k* iitolor tholirniU of ** C'oiuiiiRrcUl Charges,** xml 
many oU<vrR, viittU«r.MiTl lu ^atcmcih K uU ol' which are )R'iriO|itimly cxrlutkrt Aroiii 

ctpi'i'y hivuiiT—':b««w khM't', arvoiiho^ to u fatthroi «tA<cm«^iit ol them lu A|>)N;»(liK| No. U 
amouol h' utwvA'ih of U/AIahio Iht aimoui* on a lik« av«T;i;£c of Irii ycxisi hut lor lh« 
ftakci of X' itiid tit'iiilM.*(s, Atalvil xt thwi moo—^ioI for the s^ikii of brevity, imiinl o cVmi> 
mrreUti Ittiui* ahi>c:o.i tfuii tito wtH*lr«ii ibe CoiuiKniyHthargr* loHioir 

eointn^x tl ih'^Niruiieii'aal thU l^tohlcio'y, U^r to tio' whole aiooiiih of kowU |>ro«ide<l in, 
or (brotii*h Uioso tk|)xriiit«itU, tlio |iiM|MMthi« of t.-i \wt rent. whUM thb bniilUxl 

*H'omm*r«ial &c* btxr lu the jmim'a po|toitioti of l! |h'i ciiil. 

It I* th iicfoni «vhk*).i lUat lu gtv« xu xvvttrxto vtow ot' any biativh of Ibe Itombay (rtolr, 
fotiinh\l *11 Itui'koR tml AcvAattiW tliv |Ho|MHAtoo of *MA*iummial Charge*,” 
or I* |P r cent* jiiitiRi hit xtUM, tu imler to letMlcr the acciMiut of tx&i ehsU'gv* xeluiilly 
iiietirml ahhfut alpljtiil. 


♦ Sre |tas*' ul. 
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THE APPARENT GAIN 

By the W’ai elionse Books is stated to be. 6,88,043 2 48 

The rolumiis of ISSUES contain all the Gonsigninciits of 
Woollens and Metals to Siiboidinates, at the invoice 
prices—which jiiices, with the additional charges in¬ 
curred thereon by transportation, additional warehouse 
rent, loss of some articles, and damage of others, then! 
is no reason to suppose were ever realized. It woidd 
be too tedious to trace these Consignments through the 
books of each Residency ; nor, if it could be dune with 
accuracy, are they of siiflicient magnitude to repay the 
labour. As it is the rrbject of this account to .state no¬ 
thing on b.arc supposition, these Consignmcnl.s are 
allowiul to stand as having ri’alized prime co.st and 
charges, with the exception of Busldre; in respect to 
which Kesideucy alone we have an oflicial Report on 
record *, stating the net loss on the rales there for lit 
years to have been S0.18 dec. per cent, exclusive of the 
expenses of the Residency, and exclusive of the sales 
by Mehedy Aly Khan, to the amount of 6,31,000 R*. 

This may aftord some idea of the roaiilt of Consign- 
ments to other SinboiiUnates; hut being an official 
record in respect to Bnsliitc, the loss must of course be 
stated. 

Tlie Consignments to Bushiro,Bap:<lad, and Bitssora (where 
the lates of sale nni.st always have been nearly equal, 
since the market is the .same) during the peiiod of this 
statement, amnmit lo 3 77, cxclnsive. of Con¬ 

signments 1o Melicdy Aly Khaii, even to a larger 
amount than that staled by the Acconntant General, 

The loss tbereon, at the rate above .sper-ifmd, or 30 per 
cent, exclusive of the charges of the Kesiricney, is ac- 
cordingly...... 3,04,666 0 0 

Leaving of the apparent gain oidy. R* 3,83,379 0 0 

The Accountant slates it to he inipns.sil)le to understand 
Mehedy Aly Khan’s account, or to give any probable 
view of bis sales and alleged profit:;; but the Re.sideiit 
who sitccecded Mehedy Aly Khan dichucil, and the 
present Resident coidirma the fact, that thc.se sales wcie 
mostly nominal—and that he gave Govrrimuuit credit, 

«n paper, for sums on this account; which, to llii.s hour, 
have not beoii rcaliwd. Meliedy's noioiiiul sales 
amounted, as above .staleil, to mure th ui 6,00,000 K‘. 

One of these sales was to Maluum d Niibhce Khan, 
afterwards ambassador to the .Supreme Government, 


Carried forward.R'3,83,379 0 0 


^ AccoiuitaufA llcport; 30tli Mny, loJ I. 
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Hi'oii"ht iDi waril. 

where he ohtainod an order, for leiiiissioii of Ids debt, 
to the ainoi nt o( l,00,0O0 R*. As lids, liowcvi r, was, I 
|ircsiiiiie, ill eraed a polilieal exiiedient, it is not stated 
liere as a curniiiereial loss. 


It appears from the Abstract, Paste (iO, which is taken ri iiin 
the Coitipaoy’s own hooks, that their real cliaDtcs of a 
COinniercial nature, hear to the whole of their traile, tinder 
Boodiay, a proportion of more llr.iii l.i per cent, on the 
•ori£;innl val id of their goods, l .iiniting ourselves, how¬ 
ever, to 111 !' rate ol charge, sinoe it is linden ably borne 
by the Coi ipany on the whole of their trade, it is of 
course eqn; lly boriii; in the .same proportion on every 
part; and most, therefore, he added, in the present in¬ 
stance, to the Invoice value of the Imports, as follows ; 

Woollens. 

Metals.l,3.>,(ill,.M>l 

Euehineal. y,.')t;,l.VJ 

Tul.d IP t;,7a,l.V?!il, on whieh the charges ne- 
tiially borne at l,-> per 
eent. will amount to. 


ACTUAL LOS.S.. 

Thus far the Company's own rreonls; from which we col¬ 
lect, on grnnnis incontrovertible, that the loss whieh 
they .done exhibit, is about ISi per cent, on the invoiec 
value of these Consignments, instead of Ihe, gain of 
7 and 11 per cent, stated to the Court of Directors by 
the late Hombay tlovcrnineiit, as “ <m mijiorlunt Jiu t 
indisjiutuldij culiihiislu’d.’’ 

BUT it is also clear that the Company have inclined the 
follow ing I' LIKTIIER CHAUtlE.S on Ihe same aceoiint. 
1. The estahli.shed CU.STOiVlS at the l^residency at J] per 
cent, the more neees.saiy to he added in this place, a.s 
the Company would have gained this atnoiinl, instead of 
being obliged to sustain it as a charge, had Ihe market 
been supplied by private inerehants, tlie entire .sale of 
the goods .•ilinwing akso that there was an ell'eetiial de- 
inaud for the whole supply. This eharge therefore 

aniouiils to..... 

t. IN.SU RAVCl'; is also a niereanlile eliarge; and if esti¬ 
mated at ;i (ler cent, will amount to. 

o. If we cons,dvr mat these goodsaiid stores iniisthave been 
purclia.sed in England, some time previous to embarkation, 
four or tive nioiilhs oii the passage out,some time in ware- 


Hiiptifis. ory. Hy. 

3,113,37 y 0 U 


4i,7fl,ri(;7 0 0 
37,93,48B 0 0 


9,77,i0i 0 0 
t3,9(i,289 0 (I 


tiairied forward. R’ (il,67,17y 0 0 
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Brouglit Ibnviinl. <il,()7,lv‘‘J o o 

hoiiso, ill India previous to sale, and llien sold at a twi'lvo- 

iiiuntli’s fiedil, it will In* seen tlial, fVoni the period of 

poiehasc, to Hint of realizing the Amount of Saks, ooiild 

not well be less than two yeai's. To be as minie.rale as 

possible, however, in the eonipntation ofinli n si, a piin- 

eiple has been adopted in eoininun inercaiilile i/se in India, 

of adding INTEREST EOR ONE YEAR ONl.Y, 

on the Sinn of each year’s import; and then dedoeliiig 

therefrom, or giving ereditlin the full anionnl of issues in 

each year. On tlie.se grounds, and it will peiliaps he found 

impo.s.sil)le, to slate lliis e.liari'e on a more moderate prin- 

I'ipU'jthc Slim of interest ealeidated at the ordinary rate 

on the anionntof the. annual import, .mil the stork on 

hand, with a ilednrtion of the animal isssnes, lor llie 

whole period, i.s. ffi/.t*',' 0 (j 

EOSS, without inelnding freight, vvliieh ? ,,,, ,, „ 

, • .. 1 .. >■ K'1,01,00,4/1 0 0 

i.'atmot be ascertained m India.> 

At 2«. od. per Rupee, i.s...STERLING..f. 1,14 ",.j!10 0 0 


P. S. These ealeiiliilion.s weie made in India. .Since my teliirn T have 
learnt from the Third and Euiii'ilr Reports, that Die Company add lOper 
rent, in their Invoices to Urn actual eo.st of (he goods; but as there i,s no 
charge for freight, which, hy the Gom|iany's s!iip.s, m,.!y be eonsidei cd 
£.9 per Ton, and the preaent contract price for a ton of iron i,s only 
i'.13, we may allow the ehaigc of ft) per cent to he set off against the 
oinissloii of freight; in vrliieh, if there be any want of aeeiiraey, it i.s only 
impiilalde to the Company’s system of keeping llieir aceoiints; and we 
may be satislied tioin the pneediitg stalemi id, that the real loss on Tlie.se 
hranebes of trade, on (me ineieanlile ealrnlatioii, has been more than 
out' milliiin slniin". Ear (fnin eMaggerating the amoiinf of loss, the result 
of this calridalioii, as eotnmnniealerl to the Itmise of Coniinon.% (see 
Spe.eeh, page !0) and the average taken as tlie amiiml amomit of Com- 
inercial Cliarges in Appendix 1. (see page a-l) aie cijnsiderahly Milhin the 
extreme of tlic truth. Ihe interest also, in the aeeoimt aliove, i.s only 
ealciilated at d.'l per cent, per annum, altliongh .f.lO and X.Vi pn cent, 
weie commonly paid in India iliiring sonic pail-s of tlie period. 
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ABS'VB -ter of a Serios tf J'locrciliii^s connecled with the 
Provu oH of the Comjhtni/s Investment at Surat, taken 
from the Diary of that ('ommrrcial Factory, and cakntiiled 
to .i/iow, ht/ positive Facts, the nccessarij ('onsegneners of the. 
Compang, as Soverdyns, interfering in the internal Trade 
oj their own Jhnninions. 


1790 . 

In 1 JC)6 it is rt’cordoil, «i'avt.'rs assi'nibled in a l)ody, and 

signed an agreenietitfo resist an allerallnn \eliieli look plaei’ at lliis 
time in llie mode of examining tiie gooils delivered into llie Com¬ 
pany’s warehouse, and lo siip|ilyiio more goods on sueli terms. 

The Company's iiiveslineiil eensisis of two parts—standard 
goods, and infi rior ditto. 'I he hitler are paid for at a lower price 
than the t.irmer;and Iry a more rigid rejoclion than formerly of 
goods from the first class, and reliirning them on the liands of the 
weavers, they heeamc sufferers, and were induced to resist, in the 
manner above mentioned; a measure which the natives of India 
never resort fo hut in eases of extreme liardship ami injastire. 
Many of the weavers too, on this occasion, threatened to quit 
the city. 

I’ersuasioii and threats were field forth to induce the weavers to 
submit, but proved, for a long time, vain. 

It appeared, in the course of the disi-ussions, that the standard 
goods wen; taken from the weavers at an inadequate price, and 
that the U tter had no means of making ii)> this loss, hut by .su|)- 
plyiiig inferior goods as standard, which, by the former mode of 
examiiialii n, they were enabled to do. 'I'lie native enniraclor for 
the investment says, in one place, that be lias been often obligiid 
to pay the maimfacturers a liigber price for goods than that allowed 
liim in the eontraet. 

When the I’orlugnese, Amerieans, or the private traders, were in 
the markel, the weavers could always sell (he inferior goods at a 
liigher prke than the Company gave for standard goods ; but the 
object of he Company's servants being to monopolize tlie whole 
of the. goods at rediieed rates, and to the entire exclusion of 

1 . 
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every private trader, the arrangement adopted, and strict rejt'ction 
of goods from the standard into the inferior class, fell doubly hard 
upon the weavers. 

In the course of these discussions, the Commercial Resident dis* 
tiiictly avows, that he considers the Commercial Hoard, (of which he 
was liimself a member) to be the actual governors of the weavers, 
although these people were at tlie time subjects of the Nabob of 
Surat. 

In the same spirit, threats of the most exemplary punishment 
were held out to these jreople, on the sole anthority of the Cono 
mcrcial Hoard ; and this direct coercion was deemed at one time to 
be ihe more necessary, because, as the rc' ord stales, “ During the 
jiicsent abundance of provisions, it will lake a Icngih of time to 
force a compliance by leaving the mamifacliirers williout employ.” 

A second method of bringing these refractory weavers to reason, 
was suggested at this time by the Commercial Hcsidmil, and cannot 
be. better given, nor show more forcibly Ihe spirit under which the 
Company 's trade in India is carried on, than in his own words. 

“ The seconri met hod, and which I am well convinced is that 
most likely to prove an ellectual cure tor tile disease we liave lo 
treat, is lo take advantage of the brokers aiul weavers being the 
Nabob's subjects, and appeal to bis decision against them, for not 
performing llieir agreements with the contractors, which, in clear 
and specific terms, stipulate, one and all, (hat the goods shall be 
in all respects equal lo the muster, and delivered in lo him, or the 
warehouse, by fixed periods; at the same time, using the authority 
of the chief or resident, in desiring jie, the Nabob, will find out and 
punish those who have presumed, without bis authority, to as¬ 
semble the manufacturers, and others, in a body, and encourage 
them in so licentious a proceeding, as that of entering into written 
agreement to support each other in acts of dishonesty. One argu¬ 
ment opposing theado|)tiou of this .second method may be oflered. 
The Nabob may feel an interest in defeating our endeavours to 
check the manufacturers in thus doing as they think proper, and 
rallier encouraging them, as lie has already learned that it would 
be acceptable to the Company, il the weavers employed in the 
inveitmcut, could be all brought under the English protection, and 
thereby prevented paying Ijis moamts, and other sources of re¬ 
venue; besides understanding that it is the Company’s intention 
to monopolize the whole of this trade, by jmrehasing not only all 
the rejected goods, but those usually provided for foreigners, 
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vliicli lml^t lessen, in a very "rent elejirec, the customs at llie 
Plioorza'^ win re tlirsc "oods arc exporter!.’' 

The C( tnnicrciiil Hoard interposed lltcir autliority on this occa¬ 
sion, and l>y some ot’the means al»ove sne^r'.sted, Init which par¬ 
ticularly are not stated, "ot some o( the principal men to say that 
the ('omp.iny’s Inisiness should not he liirllier interrupted, ^^llen 
they were dismissed, tiutnoi uilhonl wariiiii'.;, “ that tuitlier eoin- 
plainls of future stoppages wmdd hriiiL; upon them a very se\ete 
punislmient.” 

The Cc.imin rcial Hoard close their proceedings of this day with 
the foil owiiu' iiiimite; 

“ The Hoard think it proper to notice information they have 
received of the arrival of an American .ship at this bar, for the 
avowed purpose of procuring an ii)ve.s1ment of ])icce-goods for the 
French island-s, where tliey unilersland articles of this iialnrc to 
be in very groat demand, and .iudg< it mlvtisable to main' govern¬ 
ment acquainted with the cirennislaiiee, snlnnittiiig to their consi¬ 
deration the ttropriety of measures being adopted to ohstrne.t, in 
its inlaney a trade s<i pregnant with injury to the llonourahle 
t'om|iaity';i int< rests, and pin ficithirli/ to thf. iiioitopo/j/ t/in/ have 
so sfi Ill'll ill ell/ in view, of the whole of the jiiece-p^oods liode of this 
seitkment. Agreed, therefore, that we intmedialcly address 
the Honourable the Oovernor in council on the stdrjoct, and 
draw Iheir attention to the sciitimenls of the Honourable Company 
in the year 1777, when they deemed itex])edient to throw ohstaeles 
in the way of litreigners trading to this port; in the instance of the 
Danish .ship ,Iose|ih ami Theresa, 'although that enterprise was not 
eouirarvlo any treaty then existing." 

The inferior 'goods above allitdral to, ar<' diviilcd into two elassc.s, 
viz. Dutch goorls, and I’lrrtirguese and French goods. In respect 
to thc'ie, it appears the Coni Idf Dir ectors hail ordered a “ snbor- 
diii'.ite investment to he provided, eompo.sed of lire gooils rejected 
from the s amlard, ami the <ith< r iniscelluueous falirics litted for 
the Europe iir.iikels, and of tlesciiplioiis best suited to counteract 
the speculations trf foreigners.'' 

The Duleh, Hortngiurse, and Freiieh, had been established in 
factor ies at .Sni al Iroru early linurs, and being able to give much 
tiigher priies for piei'c goods than the Company, the weavers, 
when alloved to sell their rejected goods to foreigners, made up 


* N.ilioli'i Crutotii-lioirse. 
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in piofit upon tliese for the losses they sustained on the goods they 
Were obliged to siipjtly for the Company’s investment. 

Blit the oliject now was a complete monopoly of the whole 
trade; and on llie terms w'hirh the Commercial Boanl thought 
pro|)cr to dictate ; wherefore the Itesident caused the weavers to 
enter into engagements for supplying the whole of the inferior 
goods to the Company, and gives the following reasons for the 
measure. 

“ My reasons for ado|iting the mode of regular agreement in 
preference to tliat of occasional purchase for the major part of tlui 
inferior goods, are as follows: 

“ rirst. Because, without some positive assurance of these goods 
being purchased, niy brokers could not vent m e of tbenibelves to 
prevent foreigners, or their agents, from investing tliem, or the 
weavers carrying away those that are rejected from the Company’s 
warehouse. 

“ Secondly. Because, on full estimation of the several modes in 
practice among the merchants engaged in this branch of traiie, 
that of previous agreement evidently appears to be the best, be¬ 
cause the safest and most certain. 

“ 'J'hirdly. Because there is the greatest probability, and even 
moral ecriainty, that in the event of peace, or the return of foreign 
coniiietitors to the market, the price of all kinds of piece-goods 
will rise to an unprecedented degree. 

“ And lastly, fifc/uise it estaiitisJiri ihr ri'^ht (f the (’ompnntj 
to the produce of every loom hcloti«;iiip; to (he mamifart liters, who 
have cngap:ed in the employ of my brokers, on the principle of 
previous advances, to the exclusion of all agents employed by 
foreigners, or others, who are in the habit of providing goods 
for speculalioH with them.” 

The Commercial Resident adds, that though this argument was 
fully binding on the weavers, it was not so oti him, inasmueh as he 
was af full liberty to buy goods elsewdiere, if he could get them 
on more advantageous terms. 

'I'he President of the Commercial Board was also the chief of 
Surat, in w hom was vested tlie whole authority and influence of 
the British power atSur.it. The independent government of the 
town of Smat was at this time in the hands of the Nabob, a prince, 
who from regard to the Fnglisli, or fear of their overwhelming 
power, was always as friendly, or as submissive, as that power, in 
' ■ ' . "’d nasoMib'y expect or desire. Cue source 
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of'th*! Nabob’s revenue at Surat was a tH\ called mocaut, or a levy 
from sbo)>s ami persona, and of rcry ancient dale. 

Atiotlie 'source of tlie Nabob's revenue was on the export of 
goods at !' ciistoni-liouse called the Phoorza. 

It IS re(oi(U(l, at this lime, that the chief of Surat, “afieran 
ardm us iitgoi iation,” persuaded the Nabnl) to relinquish Ids 
inocauts oa the piece-goods delivered iulo the Company’s ware¬ 
house. 

'fhe Commercial rvosidi'iit estimated these mocauts on theinvesf- 
Uient of the year, to be equal to rupees. It was consequently 
a diii.iuuti in in the price of the goods, for which the coinmereial 
may be said to be fairly indebted to the political concern. 

Tliechi^f of Surat also agna-d at this time with Jaffier yab 
Khan, one of the Nabob’s principal oHicers, that be, .Jaftier, should 
acquaint him, in writing, with the pailieidars of all species of piece- 
goods vvhatcvei imported into Sural, and that none shonid pass 
out of the city without his, the ehief’s, permission. 

An or<]er\va!- issued too, that no weavers, dyers, or any persons 
conceriied in the piece-goods investment, shouhl he allowed to 
enlist in any of the battalions then serving at Surat. 

Ill .luly <if this year, accounts reached Surat that a Portuguese 
ship liad arrivid at llombay. It was also known that large re¬ 
mittances had been made from thence, and that native merchants of 
Surat had secured considerable quantities of piece-goods, ami were 
securing more, in the expectation of selling to the ship in question. 
The chief, Molieitoiis to coimteiact this alarming competition, and 
knowing that these niercliants would give higher prices than the 
Company,a temptation, he observes, wliieli the natives, “ from their 
habits of eliieane," could not resist, had recourse again to the 
Nabob, wlio was persuaded, or inliinidaled, to send for the prin¬ 
cipal brokers and dealers, and to cause them to sign a moclinlka, 
or bond, binding themselves, under a penally of 10,000 rupees 
each, not to sell any goods without the Nabob’s permission. The 
chief accoidiugly represents “ this as a fresh instance of the 
Nabob’s aitachment to the Honourable Company’s mercantile 
interests, even at some losses to bis revenues of mocaut and phoorza 
c usloms, h( piiig it will be highly acceptable to the Honourable the 
Governor in conncil.” 

'rite Nahol) was also desired to make this appear as the volun¬ 
tary art of his own government, and to have no connection with 



7B APPKNDIX V. 

the Company or llieir interests, lest it should excite itl-wifl and 
complaint against tlie British Government. 

I'liese measures, it seems, occasioned some of the weavers to 
leave Surat; and the Nabob was again reciirred to, to prohibit, 
which he accordingdy did, “the passage out of tlie gales of ail 
weavers ami artisans employed in the inaiiufaeture of goods for the 
I'urope market.’’ 

Some had also deserted their looms, to enlist as sepoys, but 
iieing diseo\ere<l and'claimed, were aceordiugly discharged. 

Besides the eoncessions made as above mentioned by the Nabob, 
to the injurv of bis moeaut revenue and customs, be was called 
upon to lower bis fees collected at the town-gates on Ciympaiiy'', 
piece-goods brought in from the country. 'I'his ((he chief oh- 
servcs) “ the Nabob lias, with great reluc tance, al last agreed to 
do, alleging, that the toll so taken, bad been eslablisbcd by his 
forefallicrs, and the produce given in charili/. He requestt;d 
the' Commercial Uesident would notice to him the bullocks which 
arrive w itb the Company’s goods, as to them only is the indiilnTnce 
to extend.” 

Tile measure of monopolizing the piece-goods trade at Surat, 
was com|)lcte(l in the prohibition to sell the.se goods issued by the 
Nabob, as above staled, in .luly. The Portuguese resident imme¬ 
diately fell its elVect, and loudly complained to the government of 
Bombay. 'I’liese complaints were repeated by the supercargo and 
captain of the Portuguese .ship in Bombay harbour, and by others 
concerned; stating this secret maneetivre of the British government 
to be a breach of the law of nations; to be a violation of the alli¬ 
ance and good understanding sedrsisting between tire British and 
Portuguese states; to be ruinou.sly oppressive to the owners of the 
Portuguese ship in question, Uainlia dos .Aiijos, who could not get 
neither the goods actually provided for Ibis ship by the Portuguese 
brokers, nor restoration of the advances made on tiiis account to 
the weavers; and to be peculiarly unjust to all neutral traders, 
who, ignorant of this secret prohibition, would repair, as before, 
to Surat, supposing its trade to be free and open, and thereby 
become involved in certain disa))pointinent and los.s. 

On these representations, the Bombay Oovermiient ordered the 
chief of Surat to apply to the Nabob to remove the constraint be 
had jtlaced on the sale of piece-goods. 'I'lie Commercial Board, 
however, requested this application might be postponed; but the 
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Bombay government repeating their former order, the proliibitiou 
was at length repealed, about the begiiiiiiiig of Septeiidter. 

In lliese proceedings, it is stated that goods to tlie value of two 
lacs of rupees had been provided for the Portuguese sliii), on ad¬ 
vances made, some of them a twelvemonth before, and that not 
only Were tie Portuguese brokers prevented from delivering those 
goods lo their own llesident, but that some of these goods were 
actiiallv seized on their way honu- from the weavers' houses to the 
broker s, and eairied to the (Jouipany’s warehouse, nUhongh ike 
umavers pruvidini^- them hail rvciimd no advances from the Com 
pani/. 

The orders <vf the Bombay government, however, on these 
transaetioiis, ilisapproved what had been done; and tliongb ex¬ 
pressing the greatest anxiety lo eom)>le1e the, Coiujrany’s invest¬ 
ment, which they adtniUed to he even one of the very first ohjoets 
government had to attend lo, they slid recommended a juster and 
less violent course of measures, lliaa those lately adopted, to 
eftect it. 

Under these orders and eorrespoinling assurances to Mr. J.ourtiro, 
the sufiercargo of the Portuguese ship, she proceeded lo Surat, in 
September, tor her exiiee.ted eargo. 

But Ihe serpiel show.s how n.seless just orders and wise regula¬ 
tions prove, whilst the princi|ile and spirit of the commercial 
system, originating in Leadenhall-street, induce even the most 
Jioiiourable and hunnme among the Company’s .servants in India, 
lo think prailices, at variance with sound imlii y and justice, to be 
prescribed a(;f,s of duty. 

The i'e|)e;d of the, Nabolfs prohihilion was notified to the Por¬ 
tuguese resident on the 1st v)f Seplemher. On the, !7'h, however, 
after gratel'Ll acknowledgments for the orders issued, whieh he 
Jiad hoped wonhl prove ell'ectiial, he again complains, “ that on 
my semling, on the, 4lh instant, my peons (aeeording to the usage 
of Surat) tt- the houses of the weavers, lo receive and to desire 
them to bring the goods for which I had advanced my money, 
long before am/ of the Company’s eontraciors had advanced 
theirs, i am sorry to say they were a|)prchciided by Mr. Cherry, 
bis peons, and i arried before bint, who expressly ordered them 
not to go t j the weavers’ streets, nor to their houses, without 
his permission, on pain of proceeding against them with rigour, 
and other Ihrcats, improiier lo a person of my rank.” It is added, 
that the naiivcs amployed under the Commercial Resident also 
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tlireiitened “ tlie iiicrcliaiits and weavers, tliat if any of them arc 
found to deal or tuanufacture goods for the Portuguese, their 
looms should be destroyed,” 

Mr. Domingues, the Portuguese Resident, adds, that under these 
oppressions and insults, and liiiding it impossible to procure goods 
for his ship, he is under the necessity of ((uitting Surat, and j)ro- 
ceeding to Goa. 

On this further complaint, an explanation having been required 
from the Commercial Resident at Surat, it is here subjoined, in his 
own wortls. 

“ (.)n the day alluded to, I was informed by peons whom I 
had stationed, agreeably to constant ))rarlice, to protect flic 
weavers working for the Company’s invest merit, and prevent tlieir 
being tampered m itli by agents of the Poi tiigncse brokers, or 
others, who make a constant practice of going round among them, 
and where opportunity is given, to purcliase the clotlis from the 
loom, by offering a higher price than the Company give, that two 
peons, sent by a Parsee broker, in the mime of the Portuguese 
Resident, had come frequently to the houses of the weavers 
working for the Coiupaiiy, and particularly on tiiat day, and under 
pretence of recovering outstaiuling balances due to the said 
brokers, molested, worried, and otlicnvisc prevented them manu¬ 
facturing the goods they were then weaving. Having ascertained 
that the weavers in question were actually iii my employ, I ordered 
my peons to bring those belonging to the Portuguese broker to 
me, and questioned tliem by whose authority they obstrusted tlic 
Comjiany’s weavers; they answered, by that of the Portuguese 
Resident, his broker, and asked if they were not allowed to recover 
money due to the said brokers, on account of advances made to the 
weavers for goods. As this was full five months subsequent to 
tlie Company's contract for the present year, and near fourteen to 
the contract of 17.95, then not completed, I told tliern no one 
could be permitted to molest or interrupt those weavers that were 
working for the Company’s investment, wliicli they, as well as the 
whole city, knew very well was particularly pressing, and more 
Ilian usually extensive this year, and that if any one was caught 
doing it, he would undouhtedly be severely punished. Tliey 
asked me the same question a second time, saying, they only 
wanted to be prohibited going there, and received the same an¬ 
swer, both from myself and the people who were at that time 
standing near me, in the Company's warehouse. Besides wliich, 
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I have dedned it indisjicnsablY necessary to let it be understood, 
by all classes of people, and rrUmttfd throughout the ptrice, that 
tio unr should rscfipc with impniiili/, if detei led in any way tanw 
perinir witli the Coin])any’s workmen, or inlerriiptini; llie [)rof'ress 
of thi ir itc'estnient. This is the whole that passed on (he occasion. 
Whether J exceeded the boundsol'my tintv or not, [ snbinil to 
the decision of government, respect fully observing, that 1 have not 
the smallest doubt in my own iniiid, but that the real (diject of tlie 
Portuj'ue.se peons going to the weavers' houses, was to tamper 
with them, and purchase the cloth they were working upon the 
loont; and thnl while the Port U£;ii esc hold out a higher price for 
inferior gcods than the Compeinii allow for the first quality, it 
is not in ni'' power to prevent the failure of the Company’.s invest¬ 
ment, otherwise than by stationing peons in every part of the 
tow'll, and cheeking all attempts to praetise this .seiluction of the 
weavers from their engagements. When once the i lolh is out of 
the weaver's house, unless iny peons see it brought thence, it i.s not 
in my iHiwer, nor that of atiy man, to say liir whom it was 
made, except tlio weaver himself, who will not hesitate to pro- 
nounta; it the property of him who gives the. highest price. Seiihor 
Jacinto docs wrong rne of wantonly ohstrncting the free trade of 
lii.s iialion; but I would ratlicr be should even do that, than allow 
him to suppose me capable of bctiayiiig iny It list, or conniving at 
the disappointment of my employers. When government are also 
informed that it is the constant priiclice of the dealers in piece- 
goods to rtceive fresh advances hefore they have cleared off the 
old, in regular conlinualion, an<l that, in all probahility, those of 
the Company at, present in hand, are n<il less than the tilth or sixth 
ill (lossessicn, lliey will, I humbly eonceive, lie at no loss to resolve 
the point of right, eonsisteiillY with the necessity of executing the 

Company's solicitous and pcreniiilory ..aiids, relative to llicir 

investment at this place; oc how far I should have acted up to |he 
spirit of my thity, if 1 had permitted Seiilior Jacinto, his broker, 
to have jieisecnied the weavers in ipieslion. and taken from them 
either the goods they were weaving, or the Company’s advances, 
in payment of his claim, bucli a precedent once established,* 
would encourage himdrcd.s of merchants, who have balances due 
from the \scaicrs, to prefer their claims, if just; and many to 
urge others, wholly without foundation, collectively agreed upon 
by the weavers themselves, to lake advantage of the Coiiipaity’s 
gciierosily.” 
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Very early in tliis year, the Conrnicvcial Resident advised enter¬ 
ing into agreements for a new investment, although not r|uite thiee- 
fourths of the investment of ITDh had yet been completed. 

The govci ninent of Bombay expressed a desire, that this new 
investment might be provided by otlrer means than tho.se already 
in use, which they deemed too compulsive. The mind of the 
Commercial Resident, however, was evi lenity full of “ the advan¬ 
tage to be derived from the monopoly winch the Court of Direc¬ 
tors’ lust orders evinced so strong a desire of accompli.shing.” He 
accordingly ohscrve.s, in n jrly to the more moderate wishes ex¬ 
pressed by tlie Bombay government, “ 1 cannot lie.sitate a moment 
in declaring, no part of the measures now in practice (which go no 
further than to the use of the Com|»aiiy’s political influence 
throughout the adjacent country, in securhi" a preference to their 
concerns, and ctmpelling those who contract to supply goods for 
them, to abide by their engagements) can be dispensed with, with¬ 
out endangering tlie succe.ss of the wliole; and, in fact, laying 
out the Company’s advances, for the benelit of the other European 
factories and traders, wlio contest with them the supply of the 
markets, for whicli these goods are destined. Without such sup- 
pmrl and ostensiljie assistance, (he adds) no person can, or I be¬ 
lieve will, venture to act as broker to the Resident.” 

In this explanatory minute of tlie Resident, we lind it expressly 
admiltoil, that tlie necessity for all this compulsion arises out of 
the low rates, at which the Company's goods are endeavoured to 
he nio!iopoli;zcd. That iiotwitslanding the exemption from mocaut 
and plioorza duties, conceded in favour of the Company, they are 
still unable or unwilling to give as high prices for the goods as the 
other traders do vvlio supply the European markets, and are yet 
obliged to pay thc.se duties; and “ that the little profit acquired by 
the weaver and manufacturer in the Coinjiany’s employ, is the chief 
cause why they take every iiicims practicable of evading their 
engagements, and that ihe.sc are seldom or never completed, in 
respect to the (jiiantity of goods ordered.” I.amenting, however, 
that the weavers are not still more within his power than they are, 
lie adds, that under existing circumstances, “ I am continually 
compelled to court, or aiifully force, tlie inclination of every class 
of attizans employed, and to comb.')t by stratagem and management 
alone, that which is too plainly their immediate interest. Equally 
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(tiscnsiKle lr> sliainc, as too nciierally incapable of honesty, these 
people, governed by liopeof present gain only, look not forward, 
but leave chance to extricate them from the consequence of break¬ 
ing engagements. Nor do they want enconragcnient to elude the 
fullilinont of any, on the present enlarged scale, of the Company’s 
indents. Ihe foreigners, and native bnjkers, as well as the native 
government itself, all must tiiid advantage in seducing them; the 
former, to obtain investments of gtmds, and the latter to increase 
its revenues, which are materially all'ectetl hy the Company being 
Hie chief purchasers of the maiinfactures of the European maikets, 
and exporting the whole quantity they invest, through their own 
custom-house, the Latty, where neither flic Nabob nor the Mah- 
rattas have any share in the duties; and whilst it remains optional 
with the manufacturer to engage as he pleases, it follows that the 
highest bidder will be provided tirst.” 

It is I'urllier admitted in this minute, and other parts of the 
record, to he a si/t<(enialic ohjrvt irilh the. Ittsidenl to keep the 
Wearers always under advances from the (.'ompani/, to prerent 
their (fii'as.ing loith other traders, and as being imiispeiisahly 
necessary t(- enable him to complete the Company’s indenIs; 
and this is one reason with the llesident on the present occasion, 
for desiring to commence upon a new investment before the other 
is nearly completed. 

But can any .stronger proof he desired of the mischief of the 
Company’s trade in India, than the preceding extracts exhibit, and 
of the exlraordinary spirit it excites in their .servants to force the 
execution of monopolies prescribed by the orders of the Court of 
Directors, when those servants not only feel, but avow their ovvu 
proceedings to be adverse to the interests of the mamifacturers, 
the legitimate merchants, and even the ruling authoritie.s of the 
country, nnd at the same time know the whole concern to he a 
losing one to the Company; in fact, to he a great ))ositive and 
obvious injury to every parly directly or indirectly roiicerned in 
this monstrous trade ? 

The investment, however, for the year was onlered to be pro¬ 
vided, as proposed by the Commercial I’csidcat ; and the Court of 
Directf'i's, in this year, having approved his proceedings in the last, 
it was not to he e.spected he would relax i« his views of monopo¬ 
lizing the piece-goods trade at Surat, or in tlie measures of coereioii, 
tiirougli whi.'h alone he avowed his expeelatiou of aeeomplisliing 
it. 
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In this view, orders ivere procured from the Giiykowar govern 
went to Die officers in eliarge of die neiglibonrijig districts, in which 
goods \M-re mannfactiiring for the Company’s investments, to give 
the Company’s inerchnnts and hrokcrs a preference over all others, 
and on vo account to allow oj' piece'"oods bdnp; sold to ant) 
other persons. 

As may well he siipposeil, all these measures materially interfered 
wdlh the Portuguese Ifesidcnt. This gentieman by name Loureiro, 
and well known on the western side of India for the moderation 
and respectability of his character, had succeeded in this office 
Senhor Jacinto Domingucs, the llesident adverted to last year. 

Loureiro finding the same op)»ressive and vexatious proceedings 
as complained of last year by his inedecessor still continued, of 
which he declared himself to he a witness, ecru since he took 
charge of the factor)/, repre-sented litis in mild, but linn language, 
to the chief and council at Surat. He appeals to the iutiniato 
alliance subsisting between tlie English and Portuguese nations ; the 
old and estahlislied lights of the Portuguese factory to a partici¬ 
pation in the trade of Surat, which never till now had been denied 
or obstructed; urges liiat under llie Portuguese flag and privileges 
atSurpt, he had as good a right as the English to take into his 
exclusive employ a portion of tlie weavers, hut (hat deeming such 
a |iroeeediiig to be incompatible wilh the rights of independent 
slates, ail he dosires is free and uiiiiiiernipled conmierciid inter¬ 
course with the Nabob’s subjects; ard complains, that under tlie 
monopoly still exercised by the Coiii[iariy and liieir servants, 
though given up liy the Nalioh, (lie mercliants and brokers living 
under the protection of the Porfngnc.se flag, are still impeded in 
(he lawful pursuit of tlicir trade, their servants and goods seized 
and carried to the Coin|)aiiy’.s warohonse, thus losing both their 
goods and their money, which montli.s, and even years ago, (hey 
had advanced, for preparing them; that his predecessor had, in 
the same way, been obliged to leave. Sural, without being able to 
recover either his money or goods from (he persons to whom he 
had made advaiicc.s; (hat flicse were still onfsiandiiig, and that 
these insults, ojiprcssions, and x'cxations had grown to such a 
pilcl), a.s to compel his remonstrating against them, however averse 
on all occasions lo give trouble. 

'J’his was aecompanied by a representation from file native 
nierehant.s and hrol.eis, being under the |irotcetion of tlie Portu- 
giie.se Hag, dclaiiiii.'; all tlie menaces and ai.-iulls, (lie giicvances and 
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losst‘s, they Iitul Leon suhject to, (Voni (lie iateifereiice of the Coni- 
( iiiiy 1 servaiils, in their liivvfiil imr-iiiits. 

'I'hts reprcscntntion lieing fonvniileil to the CouiineiTiiil Resident, 
he replies to it "enerolly, ;is to the siinihir ronipliiinls of Inst \ear, 
jiiStilies his own comlnel luid lliiit of his suhnidiniile servants, 
iioii relortsnpoii tiie l‘oilu"nese, liv neensiinr fi.ein of Iiiniperin" 
vvitli the vvenvei's eiei,t!;eil in the Coinpanv’s seiviee. Rut the 
whole hotly, it seems, were so eiionired, and the (aniperimr fiotii 
hi' owii uctount, amonots to nolhiiie nnoe than the ahililv and 
wiilinpiess of (he l’oitii"nese to fjive liiglier prices for inferior 
"(jods than the Company do for standard. 

ITiider the ordeis ol the Conrt of Directors, peremptorily re- 
(juirlng theii whole indent for gooiK to he siijiplied, and the iit- 
inO't praclicable. eserlions to keep down the priees of these goods; 
and eonsidcriog, as (he Commercial I’esident adds, that Ilie I’ortn- 
guc'e hold out the irre.sLstilde hire id' a higher piire, hcsee' no 
other means than those lieadojiletl, of prevent iin; disappoint meiit to 
theCompanv; and siihjoins, “ lamuol bn! Jrtl erm iiinfi' mi.i ions 
than the I’ortn^uese Jtesiiieiil is, Uuti nui/ie e/l’cctnnl means 
shoulti he found out of uve) lins^ this liiijjfeastinl reeireeenee to 
repi'esenii'lions and eomphiinl, bi/ renderinie ilie vexations jire- 
caiiltons I urn deieeu to uunece. snri/.'' 

I7!)8. 

From these transactions, it was hu! iiainral to csiicet tlissalisfac- 
tion amono ihe weavers. ’Pile cast, ealied Khettries, or manufac¬ 
turers of red goods, are represented in this year as lieing in a stute 
of mutiny to the Company’s authority, and rerusiiig to fiiliil their 
engagementi. 'I'liese Khettries elaiiiied a right, from lime inmie- 
murial, of e.ulioively manufaetiiriiig the goods ahove mentioned. 
Another east had lately sprung up in tlie same line, and this oeca- 
sioiied 1 oiisiilerahlejealousy, and even resist-.,nee, on tlie part of 
the Khetlriei; hut the contraelois for tin- investment, in a repre¬ 
sentation dated I '-dh Alay, I7i)s, expressly stale, as a eaiise of the 
Khettries’ I'ailure in their eiigageiiieiit, that “ Iheji had frequent 
tiered the impossihiHlj) of I'l vetdinsc the gom/.v at the prices al~ 
lowed them, irfii'-fi were Ilie same the iMtupaiii/ pni/ ns, or wen an 
advance of j in- 10 percent, which wr oifnrd them foe the time. 

'I'lie Naboh's authority was, as lietine, teeiirred to, to eonipel 
iliese people to provide the "OotK contracted for, and ajiproved 
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by the Bombay government, 12th Jan. 1798; but even tliis aid 
proved vain. 

A proposal was made at this time by the President of the Com¬ 
mercial Board for some more violent act of coercion towards the 
Khettries, but the Commercial llesideiit objected, from the fear of 
the whole cast quitting the city. 

The contractors, or contracting brokers, as t hey are called, re¬ 
present also in this year, as other causes for failing to comfdetc 
their contract, that the scarcity and high price of thread operated 
with pecidiar hardship on the weavers, in depriving them of all 
jrrofit on tlieir goods under the eoiitiact price ; and tliat an inun¬ 
dation of the town, from ovcrflfiw of the river during the rains, 
had subjected many of the weavers, and their families, to consi¬ 
derable loss and distress. Notwithstanding llu.'sc evils, and the 
low rates under which the weavers were eventuallv coerred, as 
above explained, to work for the Company, I do not find that 
any relief was afforded them. The Portuguese agents were in the 
mean time buying up goods rajridly, in coiise(|iuiice of giving 
adequate prices; the effect of which, as represented hy the con¬ 
tractors, was “ nearly to put a stop to our receipt of cloths from 
the city altogether; our deliveries, instead of eighteen to tweoty 
corges per day, being reduced to a medium of from eight to fen.'’ 
In-anotlier representation the contractors add, “ We have strictly 
adhered to that condition of the contract, which stipulates that the 
Company were to retain all such goods as might be rejected from 
the standard, not a piece having been returned from the Com¬ 
pany's warehouses but was unfit for either of these qualities, the 
ready sale of which to the foreign brokers is a stronger proof Ilian 
can be adduced of the great demand for goods for the African 
market, ami the trash foreigners will purchase, sooner than let their 
ships return without cargoes." 

Adding, as another reason for failure, “ the very successful com¬ 
petition of the Portuguese, who, besides depriving us of consi¬ 
derable quantities of goods raaile for the Honourable Company, 
by their clandestine practices, aud giving a higlier price for inferior 
than we w ere paying for those of the first quality, encouraged, to a 
very destructive degree, the manufacture of debased goods; and 
in that niaimer, more than in any other, impeded our progress in 
supplying the Company with cloths equal to the standard mnsters.” 

The chief of Surat addresses the Cuicowar, and procures Ifom 
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him orders to Ids Aumiklurs, or officers in charge of the surround^ 
iiig liistricl'-, to assist the Company’s agents in procuring goods, and 
III pvt rent the manvjacturers Jrom selling their goods to other 
purchasers. 

Tile Company had at this time a coimuoreial factory at Hroach, 
and it appears by a letter from the Kesident there, dated 11th 
May, that the Company had oittaiued a treaty from Scindia, 
vvliereliy they were to enjoy the l■.rrlusivc trade ol Uruach, and 
tow duties in their goods. The Uesident observes, on this treaty, 
that “ Jt hits been too ojleii broken, and never was paid respect 
or ohedietue to in this town." A faet, which shovvs how easily 
Indian^ may he jrersiiaded to .sign treaties, contracts, or engage- 
mciil.s; but how little they are attended to in cxeeution, when 
adversr' to tUe rr al interests of the eonfracting parties. This was 
evidently the case in tire present instance, for the Re.'iideiit repre- 
>.eiit5 tliat .Seindia's pi'ii cipal agent was selling, or eonceriied in 
selling, ahiioit all tlie goods inaiiulaelurcd there, to the Portuguese 
agents; and, eoiisctjnenlly, that the agents of the Company’s con¬ 
tractors, who came to Uroach, could get little or i' imig. Tlie 
Uesident re(;umniend.s as a remedy for this, that the i,.;:ily .should 
he insisied o i, and that the eontractor slnnild take on liimself the 
advances which the Portuguese harl made to the W'casers. 

The Diary of 1 799i contains similar representations, as to the 
difficulties of supplying the Coiripany's investment. The invest¬ 
ment of this y ear was contracted for, and the advances made at a 
late period, previous to which it i.s avowed on record, by the con- 
Pet ‘' 7 tli Jiiiu tractors, and the Commercial Resident, that the 
iTy'.i.xpioi'cfd- Portuguese, and various other rivals, were in the 
iiig»,yi.st liittu. itii.'rkel, and that they hud made advances for 
goods, not only in Surat, but the surrounding districts, pre¬ 
vious to any money heiag eveii received at Surat for the Com-- 
pany’s investment. Still, when this latter was set on foot, mea¬ 
sures of coercion, such as issuing a jiroclaination to prohibit the 
delivery of goods to other than the Company’s agents, .seizing 
persons lonnd in making purchases for tlie Portuguese and others, 
and threatening them willi severe punishment; and placing peons 
over the weavns to compel them to work for the Company, were, 
from the caus is aliove explainerl, practised towards the weavers, 
and even approved by (iovernment. 
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Tile contracling brokers iigain prefer representations of the 
rlitliciillics ntul inipediilients they meet ivilli, staling, still more 
spoeilically than before, the ilillerenre bclwten llie Conipaiiy’s 
prices anil liiose given by private meieliants. The whole petition 
is u strong doeument. After a detail of circuinstanccs, proving in 
the fullest manner the impolicy, injustiee, and oppression of the 
whole system, it adds; “ The elotbs brought to the warehouse for 
cxnniiniition, though of the usual r|nalitie.s, do not meet your ap¬ 
probation, and one-third are rejected. To our remonstranees with 
the. manufaclnrcrs in cenisi'ipiciice of yonr rcjieated comiilaints, 
they reply—we deliver yon goods according to custom, and still 
by them we are loseis. Mow, then, is it possible that we can 
deliver you better (U thin time irhen. t iieri/ thin"; is so dear? The 
value ot your money you shall have, for W'o have none of onrown ; 
if that yields small protif, we shall endeavour to live on it, but 
loss we are Unable to stand to.” 

riie Commercial Hesideiit, to wboin this representation is ad¬ 
dressed, records it with a letter iVom bimself, in whicli be says, 

riic raw material, w'liicb forms the basis of the goods, lias lie- 
coine so scarce and dear, that the former (the manufacturers) 
cannot, witlioul Ilie utmost caution and managenieiif, live upon 
tlie produce of their labour, and, when owing to the very high 
offers ol the I’ortnguese, and others employed Ibr them, it is 
evidently not to (heir interest to abide by those engageineiits with 
the brohers, who, again, ou the other baud cannot, at the utmost 
stietih of escriioii, to preserve their credit, go beyond the fixed 
prices of the contract tliey have entered into with the Coni- 
pany.” 

Tlie Resident alledges these, and llic otlicr reasons above given, 
as spccilic causes wliy tlie weavers are not desirous of working for 
the Company, and (irefer working for olliers. 

It also appears in this Diary that the eoiitracling hrokers had 
been persiinded to receive woollens at certain prices, as part of the 
advances from the Company, for the investments of I 7;;7 ami 
’> and that goods of the same description bad been sold 
afterwards at cheaper rates at the general sales at Boml^ay, and 
allowed to be exported to Surat, wlicre, selling at redueeU prices, 
the contiacting brokers were also obliged to low'cr theirs below 
what they had paid for those goods, and thereby sustained con¬ 
siderable loss. 
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1800. 

Fiirllier rcp's.t‘^))sifi<>ns «)f llic ssnm- ant) «lirtkullic« 

in tin' |>ro''isk>u of iIm- invostuivnt nrisiii!; iVom |V('«'ci>ely 

l.lw“ ssmu' 'uu^i s. Si>i(Y :u<- |>(iiri'(l :(t tho (lis|H<sul of (he 

eontriK^W:; l>r'>k<TS (<> isiil iii si'enrini' (lie srojcis, imcl lo <|>ik krn 
ch'livTi'ie*; the hrokei-', at lie- same lime, (h cliirin:;, dial imiierihe 
IIm'Ii “xistins; eimiaelanees of (he t'i.inpanv's lia le, ai!'* |ieMU!: 
wouh! iiol he snflieiont lo esifaria' a ei'iajiiiaiice vvitli iIh; Oms- 
IWisyV deeianth; ami tlK-.l the, ileliverv of lo litem (iIk; 

broke s) on aee(M>>;l of tiu'Coni|>anv,hiHl almost: winttly ceased. 
Two of die, neSive loeiehaots of Sural are si-ized, aiul with tiro, 
sanelioii of tioveiiiiueiit, made over to the Naiiolr, aiul fiiied by 
Liiu. llieooe in uoo, and dm otliar Uxi rujK'es for no other erime 
dial! I !rat, of beiiijj alrh' lo buy piere-jeMsds of die weavers at hisrher 
lu'ires than dm ('oia|aiiiy <lii..<'to ;;i\e for Ilia same; and wliieli 
crime is ;;:'eoidio<,>ly lerim'd i,; li-.e 5 eiaix’esliee traf.ic. The.>e 
faets are reaorded in de> foiiovbi.r |>aj:er,s. ei,:. 

1‘eliliou of -'(,•«(hi-okers to the ('oinioerciat Resident, 
dated lodi No<, I7)>.'>. 

Ditso, ditto, ditto, Jidi ,lan, I SIM), with its eneloMiri'S, 

J.*t erfiom i^mnm iebl I'.iard toCiovi nmmni, lOih Jan. liMX). 

Reply frun ^ecwtaiy (o fiovermnenl, V.Sth tiillo, diUo. 

.\ikI rej* >rts by the Kawanbofhis pnnishmrnt byline offtaimL. 
iIhiikI. or Vanuh'hmid; and Abmhaar, son of Kasim Rorah 
(jM'iva'e, nrcrchaais, it appears not ramnerted with tiu; Rortoj^neso), 
n-eorded iis da' ronneeraial IMary, under die Isl and 7tli March. 

A ie|'.r«M'nJ;'ii<m by Mahomedan we;o«-e', recorded hr a>rlain 
^judiei; I jii- eacili;>;r., enlerr'd in t'omrm'ivial Diary, details another 
^ruishment iaflirted on <Mie of llnar ra.sl litr tlm same eirennrstaiu'e, 
by inarchiii" hint rennd the town irr di;<«r.s<v, 

TIrr fiillowino extract from ;r ix'prs'scniation hy the eonlria iinw 
brokcia (p 'rsm s emploxerl itt that eajan ily by tim t,'ommeieial 
Reshlrnt to sapjily the Compsiny's invr'stmenl! ,!,;ives a striking rmw 
ot' the stale of Jlie tradr; ania'rimhtr ed hy Uk' t 'ompany’s itileifereime 
ill it, vmd the aealotis elTorls of their servants to |*voentx' gmals at 
ImvCr nste‘' than their actual inarkej value. 

“ 'I hat voa may Inive the means of fully conshleriu!* tlm im- 
))edimenU #c r \|H'ricnee hy (Iris eonriuci, we Ire" Wave, to stale 
Mune of tla inslaiices ihvreof, wlrieh have cmmYlo <mr knowlodj'e, 
awl you «m tliereliy see tlrat no vte;ilanee wlratever on onr purl 
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only crin t'lieck, or prevent.rlollis, ivhirlp sljould be coming gj 
fliiily, in ubuiidiince, ;it fliis season, goiiis into tlic hands of our 
opponeiils; above tio IVons are at lliis liiiic employed by us, 
night and day, in going ronniT aaiong (lie weavers, Init Surat is so 
large a city, that were there oOO, lliey conid not efl'eeliially slop 
all the people who carry on tills clamlesline Irallic, as lloni every 
strijet or quarter there are several oudets, and it is iiupossihle to 
tyalejj ihcin all. 1 ’he manutiiclurers enleied voltinlarfly into cii- 
gagenient with, and even sought einployinenl I'roni us ; and, at the 
tiinc when the I’ortnguese were not providing goods,; received 
advances on die Company’s ai cotml; hut, since the unn.siially early 
arrival of Ihe ship aiiove inentioned, no means me left untried 
liefween them ami the Porlngncse hi.ikcrs to deceive, and leave 
the Company’s invgatnieut in aireur, until the latter will no longer 
pay the .extravagant’ prices they now do. Among others, the fol¬ 
lowing practices have come to ourknowlcdgc ; eight or ten men go 
together, four or live of these have a piece otVIolh fistened romid 
each leg Qovered liy their drawers auifuamd dress; others have a 
piece* fistened murid their waists; a parly of I’arsrcs, provided 
with good sticks, escoit others earrvlag cloths round their legs 
also, under prefenec of singing, and thereby attracting a crowd of 
people, elude our I’eons. Of tliis we have proof, hy the acknow¬ 
ledgment of one oi those wlio was so employed. Women of the 
Lorah cast likewise eairy away cloths, fi.slmed under their clothes, 
knowing that our dcoiis will imt stoji and examine them, unless 
they are well assn:(d of what they are iloing; of IS iiicii, who 
were eiiqlloved eairving elodi.s from one ol i.iir prlneipal jiroviders, 
by name Ally Lad Slalionud, to Oopall 'I'rii imi, one ol'lhe Portu¬ 
guese broker’s bouses, live were deUefed vvitli eleven pieces of 
Ncccanecs, tied round their legs, and sent to yon, sir; for these 
you took security, and lliey were leh ased. .Another time .'iset 
oiriikewise (io,ii oin providers, as f>llovvs; 

4 from Cassini Jeniall, 

It) I'roin Wiilaah Mungull and Hiissoii Ilajir Mahomed, 

1 ‘2 from 'ruttu Ilaju. 

“ Ol’lliesi' s’ Wen- cauglit, and acknowledged their fault, ' 4 s also, 
that they were of die party with the I’arseei when singing Ifir^igh 
Ihe streets. 

“ On another <lav a tiepoy was ileli rted with Neeeaiiees fi-.teiied 
to his legs, who, on being questioned, eonf-sed that he daily made 
tvvii trips with cloths, and expresseil liis surpriie that lie had not 
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Uecn si'ilipcd before. He <;;ive llu- dollis he llien liatl to our I’eoti, 
.111(1 r<i 1 nil 'Dm.s, even Sepoy*: lire eiiiphiyil to ciiiivey iiw.iy our 
jioods; shciild it iiiiloitiiir.itelv liii|>|ien ihilt any ol' tlii'se men 
opj^osi. our I’eoiis by lon e, and eilliei arc hurt, «e should hniieiil 
it; bill liov' iVre we to liillll our enufaoeineiil with the (loinpany, it 
we caiuiot de.ptnd upon llnw who are ninli'r aelnal elina'^enieiit 
to work fti U3 only, or in |.r( !eieiue at least, and who have 
rccyivt (I our nioni y ? 

“ It is reipiisife, that at the smalle.st estiinatiun, twenty or tliiity 
Ciirees of I ieee "ooils should lie lironyht in daily, on tlie fanu- 
pans's areoani, (ioin the city niannlaetnrers, to cnahh' 'ns to per¬ 
form onr contr.ict within (lie prcserilieil period ; aud I'orinerly onr 
daily, deliv lies anuuinted to that ipiantity, hnt Tor these two 
inoutiH past not above five, six, or sev< n, eoiiie in. Now, it is 
eertaili, tlar'fc lias been no e.tttse I’or a diailnnlion iti the ninnln r 
of win kitten, and, eonsei|ni nlt\, lli.il v.liil.' tliev tiial Mibsisiem e, 
the l’ortti;,'uese imputiiiir their not beine tihle to proenre pieee- 
oooils in Surat to u-, is witiioul toniidalioii ; and thu annual 
eiitrii s in 11 eir i.aine ol the < liisloin ! louse u ill show it. It is noW' 
four wars hat we luive pioxided the <',oni|iaiiy'.s iuM sImenI, and, 
we believe, there are wry ti'w, if any, iniinnfaetiirers of the oootls 
the (iiaMp;i ly pnrehase, wlio are not in onr eniploy, and haie not 
receiwil ailvaiues front ns to niitke elotlis (or the (doinpaliy. This 
beinij; the iit.i*, hitw e.in we proi ttte picee-'oiotl:. lor the (.'onipany 
in proper taiie, it these peojile are to be '.itpiiiiiil behtrc Its, inui'C 
i spiT.ial/i/ III l/.ii Hun , ii'lii it I hr prirr oj Ihri ttd (intl col Inn arc. 
so crni cxorhiloi'l t" 

'rile iblh wilt!, are .‘iiteiinens of tin n-.i onitii; of the tanninereial 
Itoard at tan.ii.iin the ililliiatllies lltev bad tints to eneennler in 
pidiitiili;,' t le (' inipaitv's inveslinenl, 

lixtrael of aletlir IVoin llie Coinini leial I’.oartI to (iovern- 
nieiit, dated liUli .lae. I ,Si to. 

“'I he al irnniio inerease in tlie eonipeltlton lot piei e-;;i>ods in 
Ibis plaee, bulb on tlie part ol the I’orlnane.se, anil n/ ollii r ili- 
dividnah, the ,incuts of dijj'rnnl mtrclui.th: in liiinilnii/, has 
called fur < nr s. rituis (onsitli ration of the iin .isiires most proper 
to be |inis, i.'il, till aiertin,!; Ilie ilre.ided eoissei|nenees ol ;l disap- 
poinliiient o tlie (Aimpany in tlie eoniplelion ol llie mvestnienl we 
are now ea^aoed wilb. The pui|iort of a lepresentuUon tit s 
morning laid hefoie ns hy the eoutracling brokers, w ith i at ions 
eiielos'ires, and aeeoni|tanie.! by a prior inie on the same subjeel, 
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tinil-r t'n' lOtli Nov. I'.ist, has been coiiliruicil by the Comm«sPcial 
R( >i'ii al, is hut too trulv (Icsfiiiilivi-ol the viii joii.s iiiptliofis 
our idiupi'lilor.i luarlisc l<i alhirc the nuimtiieliiit’is Irom IlK'ir 
eii:;a'i<'iiu'iits, ,uiil to elude our eiule.ivours i r ricti.etiuv. tlieiii. 

" .Al'icr till' .slep.s wliieli have lic< ii alrearly tiiKcn, llif /wue nj 
(I procltiuinlio?) ihifiiig tin- viorilli of Jith/ last, llir niiisifiiil 
Ilii enli iih'n- 0/ such people «.s- arc iUicctr<l mifti pood.^ concealed 
ahont lliciii, and, even in one instance of clrnc conviclicin, liarinr 
the pct\wn sin! coiind the toiru ha the .\:ilioh icif'i the piece oj 
•si’ods I I jiiiscif, as ichen found on him, SCO < oufess ourselves at ij 
hos v.’i il lui’.isiiis s lo <l<;\i><• to elu i h the oiouiu:;evil; silli:e it is 
ta I'l on M i:t to our u|i|ire!ii‘Usioii that a ireourse to coiilpul'iotl with 
the lu.iiiuliu'lurei i woiilil he lia/ardui'; ihi ir relu walot riioaoe- 
iiU'iits ilh the ( oiiipauy in succeeding yeaio, ami di at the oh|. 1 1 
of our solicitudi'. 

“ Under llii j perplexity, the rmly reiiieily wiiii li occurs i', in 
\(mr aulliorizir,;! us to have exiuuples iiiiidi; hy haniling over to 
the Nahoh, tor juiuisliiueiit, accordiii" to the- cusloiii ol ilu: coiiul i v, 
the (lilli reul encoui:i."el's (amoii.!; ohoui \V'luulcluuiil hiriu's a coii - 
sjiii'uous place) ol'lliis claudestiuc iratlic, so iiijurious to the Uom- 
piuiv,'' iVc. rsc. 

I'.Miail oi auotiu'r letter, dated 2d Dee. USO'J. 

“ While a e luu. c so uiuch rea.Mm to heli oe the 'iaiiie meaus ot 
concilialion, /./lo'/.o and cnciiiinnicincn!, hnee lacuriiihti/ hern 
pcnctisd. h\ wliao the ixleii.iixe iiiveslilieuls ol tlie lour last 
Ve.ir.s Uere aceoiupli-dual, >ve <auuol hut letl the liiOst siueeie 
collect 11 at ohscrciire l/nif pn ent iiu/ficuci/ ; nor e.au we sit!- 
lieieiilly huneiit liiidin;', lhat it i.s wot ill our power to eliee.k the 
nnfaconrahle emwx the trade ol (iieee m'od' ha i tal.cii ill eoii- 
.seipieuce ol' the pp-cii! encoiiraccciir :i,' U. lo'.t.vc in.irl. il", 

hold out, which, in addition ol' ihe dsstipp;'uliueul, Ihieateiu.e', 
the lloiiotirahle Coiiipiinv’.s preseiil iu\< ^luii ul, is likely to have a 
far more alarming teiidem y; thet 'oiiomllec el tssamiiiatioii hto iug', 
fora longtime past, ohserved progres-ive delaisemeiil iii the tahiii: 
ofthc clolhs, and the iatroduetiou of evej , uiethod that can he 
devised for uudduo llieiii rel,dii a good out,'.aid appearance, while 
no two pieces are <d similar mamdiieture. a id most ot them ex¬ 
ceedingly defective ill cv< rv reipii-ile, more especially in Ihe projier 
ijuaiitity of tlireads. We laniiol either avoid expressing our 
itgrcl, that in coiisi'ijuincc of ihe excessive (ieinaiid theie lia.s been 
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for ! l*i<r last s«-afoii, « l<*'n tlw cro|*s were 

mvt ttir »iw»s; fiiv >uriiltk*, ili!* ?l«!re«>l'iMMiu' liaviii" tliis iiiduIIi 
past sdil at J8f> injx-ss, (lie eau<!y loosv.'i roitifor 

lirreM) s^x«Sl!e«^i«ply sratT* atu) riii'iWitIt to lie p!<« nnd; asKl, wliat 
is its lieius; very iil sptei, lael ot'a.iiy on^ivai iliat 

raff lie hai^; Haris itwitli tl:*- l-'ss r.e licivc* (<> upiescHt 

the lariUVb'. raM<‘. pimpect atl'oyi'rst, ill this ), (or (.*;<• r.ii' 

pruiich!ii» srasor'; wv a;i' isiiiiriuril, ilial iti every pari nl' (hr 

ui^aix'iit roiiHlry, aiKl it) roovecpsetiiv of (la* itita'i!:il tliiratioii of 
tjic rsiiits, y'K) lUe rejM'atrtI (wavy (alls lhore.<>f whieh huve stir- 
ccethri; the -eeri: siiwH has twice Ih'CO tiHally waslicd out of (lie 
gromtd, line' sciiaos appivlieiesionseaitealaioeil «if llw lliird sowiirg, 
beiiijj; s<i very baoKwafei. as alaiosi inwier lla^ riiNtciaiaiy rcliirii of 
rtie Ifoi V^H/^mr l<)*’pH'c!t|de ft |H>s;iilr.lliy t.ftl.c pod lipi'iiiitg siif- 
licie^ttly, and iicetaaii.o lit to y,alli<;r before the oe? v.easlter a!»ain 
sets in i wliile tile leulitifj tpeiOitity of !j >e,I.M<l li.at is left, tiuviiiji 
b«e>« l.•oll$llt. op for export^ :*ivei ns atliii'ooal tvasosi to tear 
rotloii will .sliorllv not Ih> pioeonsMe for the <siasoto)>liti!i of llie 
niaiiulavlun rs." 

la a ptditioii of t'.se eontruetiii^ hiokcis, Htli Sept. |Ik> 

W'caveis are i^pcrseotetl hs in a wredeiosl eoiahtioti. ant) I'e'chlcdly 
disiiicliiied to wofk for the Compatiy. ** Many of the peaircr 
weaveii (it > |■e'llat■l.e^l) hasia" srareu .slie-her in the' iiiiscralile^ huts 
tliey iuhahit, luc. >U roiise‘i|iu'Hre\a!!<i«'t'<l v.il:i sii'kiO'ss theniselves, 
or in tiieir t.uaii exs; aial tU'ir attetdioM to t!!e loom contiHiially 
iiilernijrted. ’ 

The Khe.trie weavers havin*; refosetl to leeeive iVi'sh advattces 
fr««n ti e (.!o.iipuay,t<overnHieiil anlhorl e li;e t 'ommereial Ursids'iit 
to apply to the oiaeistrate to reipmv of llic Khellik's to tt'ccive' 
thest' a Ivan "es, that is, in other words to toeee toe.i! atio it 

A jM tition fro H coittraetio;; hroKers, '!<! tie), I;«»(', rciets lei the 
sm»e' f ict. 

In another petilitm in Nov, tiai brokers avow, that if tlw C<Ha> 
patty ti'tHihl j»ive the' same (irires as the.' l*ortti!>i«sst', tlie invest¬ 
ment millet liv e'oilipleted in font Inonths. 

The,' Ada vhet Im'iiijj now essiali'tsln et ut Siir.it, rerotiise was lii«t 
to that ailtliorilv, to etoiiipe'l (he cveeiitiuii <if ein^ageiiieirts feir the 
investiiieiit. Iti (he eliseatssieuis iHdene that court, it is stated by 


* Letter rrom t.tovi'i'iiiueiit to CaaiMiereaul lieiarei, I tUi Sept, 1800 . 
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tlie contmctors, that Iht; weavers, ow free wiH ani 

accord, entered into tliese eii";ig*^iiienls, binding tliemselves, also, 
not to weave a description of clollis called Meyer’s without the 
Coiiipaiiy’s periiiissioti. By the Meyer's, however, it isdistjnftjy 
admitted that the weavers gainei'l u profit of 2 rupees ; whilst they 
only got 2 uTinas by tlie Company’s cloths. Tliisishows the fa¬ 
cility of getting the ,poor weavers to execute agreements, wilieh it 
is not possible, to conceive they would do of their own free will, 
and on these agreements Judgment passivs against thw” on. eotn- 
plaint of failure before the Adaulul. Tim rontractors rcniark, 
“ \V(^ have always understood it to have hgen riisloniury fiSr (ter- 
inission for weaving any particular hinds of good.s, of the Com¬ 
pany’s investment, to i,s,sue. from the Company’s warelionse; for, if 
it rested willi tlie mannfaclnrers alone, they would weave only 
those from whieli they derive profit," 

Another mode, of hiuding tlie weavers is represented to be, by 
making them advances of money, wUicIi tlieir poverty ami dis¬ 
tresses, and sometimes the performaaec of religious eerernonies in 
theirtliouses, always induce them to lake. 

Under the 2Uli Dec. IttiHi, the Bomhay (iovcriiment direct, 
in addition to the usual ajiplicaliims for aid to tlie Adaulul, under 
the icgidatioirs, that a police, otheei' he appoiiiled, not only on 
acc'oiiiil of the high price, Imt also of the dehasenieiit of the fabric 
of cloths, to go round ami inspect every day the looms ol' all the 
niajiufaclnrcrs, whetlier working for the Company or others, to sec 
that the cloths are of proper length, breadth, and colour, and 
containing the proper inimher of threads, willi anlhoiity to con¬ 
fiscate all such pieces as may he fmiid deiieienl in these respects; 
whereby it is added, (most notahle reason) “ holh the Company 
and other merchants may obtain their piece-goods of projier 
dimensions, and a clieck he put to the disl onesly of the mannfae- 
liirers, under the strong temptations to which lliey ari^ now e.xpo.'cd, 
by the superior prices that are slated to he so generally given hy 
the Portuguese.” 

I»01. 

In this year * the ditfirullies im leased to such a degree, logclhcr 
with the unwillingness of the weavei-s to work for the Company on 
such disadvantageous terms, and the im|)ossihilily, even with all 
the precautionary and coercive measures adojiled to )novide the 


N, I!. No «t«i iiive.stineiit tliiv year. 
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invesfnient reqiiirofl, (ho rmitr.ictofs <lciliirc(l (hoy coiihi nm- 
liuue tile systi iii no lancer. In a u preseiitalioii, dated lltli 
March, the eoiitractors ohservi-, “ While tliev (the weavers) find 
it more profitahle (o. deal with the I’niliieiiese, who j;i\e (hem 
so uiiieii h gliei (irices, and take fViiin them had and shmt qouds, 
they will not hrinti; In (he (’imi|v.niyh warehouse sneli as they 
have contraeled ('or, ami the <’oni|taMy n.|iiii('. It appears also 
not jiossihle to make (hem i|n:t a path in which they e;iiii a 
jirolit, and .retnrn to that in which (hey lose." (iovennnent 
also ileleriiiineil to alter it; direi ted the Resident .to dispense- 
with intern ediale eoiitractors, and to make his ciii'aeemcnts diiect 
w ilh the operative wearers, or (he niereliant inanufai'turers, which 
w'as iiecordinoly done. 'I'he arranjjemcnt lor the neiv investment 
did not take plaeo till late in the vear; hot the only hojie of suc¬ 
cess was still fei'iimh il on the ahsenec of livals (rom the market, 
or in the event < I their retnrn on raisim; the prices ni'en for the 
<hmi))imy's p.omis; the, <’omineu i.il Ke.siihnl ohsei vim,', in one of 
his Minutes, that the m.nmfaelnrer,-. were liki ly to he “ deterred 
(ruin eiitei'iii!' into eneai'.e.meets (with the (.hmipaiiy), the per- 
forimiiiee o which they will he p.iMii to iniderstand must he 
inforced, whilst ihey ran eerlainly earn a helter liieliliood without 
eontroiil or restraiiil.'’ In another place he adds, “ It is to be 
iipjiri’lieuded iiodiiii;' hilt iiii increase of the jnesent rates will 
prove an alli reiiieni to the weiner superior (n the inhant.iees held 
mit, to him hy (he l’oi(n!t;iiese, or others. ’ And aitain, (Min. 
‘,l7tli April) '* '!'(< imiuee a volmilary enua^einent, hut still more 
to eiu'Oiirage a l iillitiil perloiniaiiee (heieof, a liheral, fair, and 
adeqnati.- pine must he qivm; or, lioiii evperienee, f will not 
hesitate to say, I tear the (.'oinpuiiy .-. investiiient will eoiilimie, as 
it ahirnmii;ly has of late, to proceed with languor, and (h pelid 
entirely on Hie non-arrival o( the I’ortiiipa-e in the market foi 
its aeeoiiiplisl inent." 

Ill this year the iiivestniciit was coiiihieted on (he new plan. Cori- 
trartors ilispeiised w ith, and lupeeineiits made with iiierehaiit iiia- 
liiifactiiri I’b, and operative weavers. The I’oiliiunese leyeiils do n(»l 
a|)|)ea,r to luo e been thi' year, and llie last, so active as usual. 
After a jtrral deal of dillieully, and -oiiie inerease of price, cn- 
ea^eiiieiils were entered into with the weavers of the town of 
‘surat, to who 11 , a-. Lord Wellesley observes, “the intiniation of 
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full F'.u.i. I nil ;S' }U. 


WliiU'.c, 1 nil .l;il\. 
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^ih, full P.iiM, <!n. Uf 
I’li, iMiii. I'j ! .Ahi;. 

nil I’.'.i;!, Si-., 
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L5:l I’.iiM. Ci'in. 
Min. 1 nil St'in, 

Isl, IZ'I, !U»l .'I'K 
Coin. Uc^- MiiniU', 
O' ', iin'l flliii. lOtli 
^ov. 


a wi'li iVi'Di a siiiH-nor is always n reived -as acOtn- 
iiiMiid,” l!4-|)e;!lt‘fl ‘adveniseir.rals were issued, 
iiivliiii^ lemiers iiir Itie sii|)|'iv id' those gotiijs re- 
HUi.'i d j'roiii tl'.e adieiuiui: lUstriel-i; liid, as Ion" 
as the V.eairrs were lel't to the eyereise of llieii 
o'vn free-wiil anil (ISere-iiHi, not stiU'le lender it 
appears nas delieered in. '"he ('.oiinnerelal I’esi- 
dent, (lowever, exerted iiis iafineiu e, an ! at len!;lll 
jiersnadi'd them tociapiije to .sii]ipl_v Ian corses of 
t ’ie ;,:oods leipnieii. 

"i hr ^du-sulinan \i i ai-e-.s, w ho jnoviile ehelloes 
and liernl.ipaiils, li:i<l dir ei ted llieir profession in 
e.onsideriible mnnhers, | referria;; to enlist as 
Sepoys. 

A private native niord aat hud also made ad- 
vaiiee.s to llie weavers previous to the Coinmcrciid 
llesident, ei "■.i:;in" vvilli iliein. This is .stated as 
aiiollu r ohsl.ule to tlie ciii'.ipletioii of ciiea^cinenls 
for the (’onipany's inveslaienl. 

'I’iie lihellrii ■- also deeiih, dly ohjecled to flic 
t’omp,'Ill's ptiie , lad -.d ienulli yielded. 

Orders ef t do ■ rtnii; ill also prohihil any ftreiit 
alliance ol' piiii-;;; aliliourh, previous to this, 
niaiJV lei.'re-eiiliii '.'iis had hern leitde to the I'resi- 
denev ef the •preid imAcase which Irad of late 
vears tal eii jriaee in the eo-.t of cotton and 
thread. 

Khellries very harkwaid in the perfornranee, of 
their I nraaeinej;; -,. 

In Oelohi-r, fanv.irrr; i,d Reoidenl lejioils, that 
iiolwillislinidiiip h's niin.iit evertions, not a ipiarler 
of tile _<M>od:i eoiilriictK-d tor had hern delivered in 
at lire period slipula'cii lor the delivery of one- 
half. 

icon. 

In the Diiiry of lies year, .lepar.ate. p-.iiaeraphs 
from the Court of ii-ireili.rs ajiprove of the pro- 
ceedim's at .Sural rerpeelinj' the inve.slmenl, and ex- 
lioit ihei: sei'iants to further exertions, to counter- 
art the competition of ll:e Porlpfjnc.se. 
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Para. Coin. B«h< 
Alin, id Jau. IfiOJ. 

'i la.^t Para, lint 
of do. do. 


Jill I*ar». .>ifor('(afj’ii 
Ik-tlef, 1 'ill Fcf. 


A).Md> ldO.I. 


Min. ApdI. 


Heft, Mio, \‘jth hme. 


Coni. R»s. Mir. 3<l 
Nov. Idl'd. 


Invt>stnient of ISO? vorj' much in arrear. 

Ditlii'uliies anticipated (and evidently caused by 
insiifhcient price) in jtrovidiiij' tlie investment of 
tliis year. Tlie Commercial Resident observes on 
Ibis bead, vi/. “ 'I'liat sncli a eombination for en- 
bancemeiit of prices is intended, T have already 
information ; and as the rales at wbicli ibe l.lue 
goods were agreed lor in the current invcslineiit 
were cerlainly low, it is probable some degree 
of rclaxalioii may, upon ibis description of it, be 
necessary ; but 1 am fully j.repared to meet tlie 
merchants on the sidiject, and will be careful 
tliat equity is not saeriliced to their exorbitancy ” 

Government, in replying to this report, encou¬ 
rage Ibe Resident to adlu-K^ to bis determination 
of keeping down the prices. 

The ditlicullies experienced in completing en¬ 
gagements for Ibis investniciit, arc reporleil by tlie 
Resi'Idit, ill a sul)sei|n< iil Minute, in the following 
terms: “1 have now llie bonoiir of reporliiig to 
the Hoard, that afler an iidinity of trouble, aris¬ 
ing from the coiiibiimtidii among the niercliants, 
aniicipaled in my last and fornier Minutes, 1 liave 
at leuglii succeeded in aiiinsling for the jitiiicipal 
assortinenl.s,” (S:c. Tliesc ditiiciillies, it ap|)ears, 
ocenned iiotuitlistanding it is avowed tliere were 
now no rivals in the market. It is, therefore, 
clear these ditlicullies coulil only have been occa¬ 
sioned by the conliiiiicd inadequacy ol the Com¬ 
pany’s prices. 

In June, ISOd, tlie investment of ISOg was still 
considerably in arrear. 

A new conipetilor starling up in the market, 
llie. (kimmcicial Itcsidcnl stall s the liirllicr (litb- 
cnllies it lias thrown in the w ay of bis operation, 
and bis ap)jrcbcusions of consequent inability to 
eomplete the investment of tlie ciinent year. His 
leport is as follows; ‘‘ Altbougb no doubt ouglit 
yet to be ciitortaiucd of tlie completion of onr 
inveslmciU to tlie extent the resources of Govcni- 
me»t have allowed me to engage, it is iievertUclesa 


(I 
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my duty to inform llie Board that a competition of 
a serious nature has, within tliis last fortnight, 
arisen in the town, under the immediate manage¬ 
ment of the broker, wiiom Nagiirdass Curzondass 
employed during liis contrac t. 

“ To guard against its ill effects, every precau¬ 
tionary measure which the regulations suggest, or 
that occurs to my own experience, in prevention 
of the clandestine sale of our cloths, has been 
adopted ; my establishment of Peons is spread 
throughout the town, in the different streets inha- 
hited by our weavers, and eare is taken that no 
goods arc put to the looms of those under en¬ 
gagement to manufacture? for the Company but 
what are of tlie kind they are to supply. 

“ Onr receipts have nolwithslanding much di¬ 
minished from the period of this competition 
opening; nor can such diminution he matter of 
sur[)rise, under the circumstance of the parties in 
question holding forlli so great an inducement, to 
the clandestine dis|iosal of our goods, as an ad¬ 
vance of d rupee per corge upon the price fixed 
for onr jerinie assortments, for those avowedly 
inferior, which they receive without any exami¬ 
nation. 

“ Tlie purchases making for the Portuguese 
ship now in Bombay, the speculations encouraged 
by the arrival of the annual ship at Mosambique, 
in her way to Goa and .Sniat, ami lire return of 
the Dane to lho.se Boads for a cargo, principally 
of piece-gtwd.s, i'orin with tlie above a combi¬ 
nation against our progress, productive of much 
an.xiety; the crisis of its o(:enrr<?nee is also un¬ 
fortunate, in that the weavers, having received 
their final kists, have now to clear off their ba¬ 
lances before other advances will he made them ; 
and therefore is, of all stages of the investment, 
that wherein their deliveries (independent of such 
additional causes for it) are the most slow. 

“ Until we were thus opposed, our receipts of 
goods were in a proportion that gave every coiifi- 
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tlence of collecting the investment, even within the 
period prescribed for it. My expectations thereof 
are now in course much lowered, hut as my atten¬ 
tion is exclusively devoleil to lliis important point, 
the proportion I still hope will be inconsiderable.” 


1 801 . 

The Court of Directors in this year remark, 
that the proceedings at Surat exhibit an “ annual 
succession of vexation and disappointmentand in 
respect to the cpiality of llie goods, that “ instead 
of amending the fabrics, they have been found 
only to diminish the merchants’ deliveries hy 
prompting them torseek higlier oflers of rival pur¬ 
chasers, by whom neither dimensions nor cpiality 
seem to have been attended to.” 

Vide iino- io o<iT. Commercial llesident reports bis groat success 
'mmZL av >« settling for the blue goods oi' ibis year’s iiivest- 
merit at reduced rules of price. 

Mmuie in Dis y, ami Addresses the Judge and Magislriite of Surat 
j.!,. to j'uurd th«i we«vors id the Con)puu)'s eniploy, 

against suits in the Adaiiints, on account of debts 
due by them to individuals, lest these just debts 
should be paid from the advances made to them 
for the Company’s investment. 

Mill, ami Liditr to Coiiimei'cial Kesidcut reports his further success 
wUh H.'r'lrec *“ settling for the red goods of the investment. 

Mill, jwh Maich. IVoposes lo arrange With the Kulmee weavers 
for their stipulated proportion of red gooils, ami 
gives them 15 days to coosidcr of his terms. 

The Kulmees not coming to terms, llie Coiii- 
mcrcial Kesidcut addresses the Magistrate, de¬ 
siring that the penally ol an old agreement these 
weavers had executed with the govcriimeiit of 
Bombay, some years ago, “ may be inforced by 
liberty to weave being taken from them until the 
Company’s goods arc put into a satisfactory train 
of provision." 

rwoPiaiUoiH record- 'I’he Kulmees petition the Commercial Resident 

imii May! ” ^ 1)6 allowed to pay a considerable line also, spe¬ 

cified ill their aforesaid agreement, rather than 


Mill. aitU lAtMcr t.i 

JuilgK, .^ili Apil. 

Apt it. 
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Min. lOtb .Tilly, and 
Letter to Judge. Do. 


Min. tnCom. Diary, 
IK) dale, hut eeriainly 
MilMqiieiit U) August. 

U Tlu! lion, 

r.iiiiiiativ Iniviiii', inr 

»t|i'Ji'Hl’slllVPnnrKljl, 

hi'cn plLAiCd to order 
ilip provinioh of 123U 
corgcs of blue byranu 
pallia,** &o. 

Do. .‘^sHimday 4'li, lie- 
cinniii'i Aticr ;iii in¬ 
finity of trouble/' &c. 


work for iLe Company on the terms [troposed, 
and which fine it appears had been exacted from 
them in former years. 

Coiuinercial Resident agrees to receive tliis line 
from the Kalmees, amounting, as he observes, “ to 
a penalty of 35 per cent, as the condition of their 
being restored Ihe liberty of wearing, and apply¬ 
ing the proceeds to cover the extra price, at whirh 
alone he finds he can procure the goods else¬ 
where. This act passed in the first iiistiince oii^ 
the sole authority of the Commercial Rcsideiit, 
who refrained for some time from repoiiing it to 
Government; but when the large amountOf this 
line is considered, and (hat it was paid for the 
privilege of being exmiipled from working for the 
Company, will it not be thought still more extra¬ 
ordinary that the Commercial Resident should re¬ 
port, on this occasion, that the cast, one and ail, 
joy fully acceded to ihe arrangement 

The investment b» ing required at the Presidency 
before the end of December, coercive measures 
were recurred to to enforce it; a stoppage ot all 
work for any body but. the Company was now 
ordered, and the dyers of the blue goods having 
been assembled at the warehouse, were made to 
agree to colour these goods at the rate of 21 R" 
|ier Gorge. This price it appears was much loo 
low, and the more especially as indigo was at this 
time rather scarce at Sural. The dyers accord¬ 
ingly tried, by every means, to evade this agree¬ 
ment, offered to pay a line, as the Kulmees hatl 
done, of 35 per cent, to he excused working for 
the Company, but all in vain. At length tliey 
became exceedingly tumiiltiious, complained loud¬ 
ly, by all those means common to Indians, of 
the hardships they sustained. They also com¬ 
plained to the Ailaulut, but the Commercial Re¬ 
sident complaining at the same time, the weavers 
were punisiied; after which wholesome instruc¬ 
tion, they jjromised to go on with the Company’s 
busine.ss. 
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At the same lime llie Commercial Resident was 
i'urllier disappoiiilcil in respert to cloths called 
doolies, contracted for from Dubliov : and, of his 
i)wn autliority, reduced tlic contract price of these 
;;oo(ls, on plea of their (|nalily heiny unequal to 
muster. 'I'lie Commercial Uesident had before 
boasted of jiaviii" eiijjaiicd for these jroods at a 
lower price than that of former years; but it is 
quite obvious from lliesc, procee<liu;;s that even the 
former price was too low, and the main cause of 
pa.st disappoiiitnieiits. As might be CNpecteil, in¬ 
terior goods were produced; and as if this evil 
were not sutlieieiit the reduced price was, by way 
of puiiisimient, arbitrarily reduced still lower. 


t, <RU. 

s«. diiti', 
niul Eh. 

Kt'?. 
flirit.), iv 
Diito <111(1 
Sec. (IWlii 
(Jurii. Utt: 

Jhu. Iti. 
See. 

•?ui F.rp' 
Com. Uff' 
Till.. 

'^vc. (tido, 
Uniu (liltc 
C'lill. 
lit'ld. 11' 


titll JiitlO, 
loMirc. 
(Uitc, I4lh 
d Mil': <>.-1. 

, lOlh CJct. 
Ijilitii 

1.3ih 

'Jitli fill). 

ilino, 'iiili 

lull Apt. 

• , .May. 

.vlli 


lao-r. 

Tlie fine hwied from the Kalmecs is lliiis de¬ 
scribed by tlie Commercial Resilient, '* Tlic quan¬ 
tum of goods thus falling to tlic sliare of, and 
provided by me for, the Kalmees is corge.s, and 
the amount received from them as their irenalty is 
o,32 i rnpec.s, being 35 per cent, on the estimated 
cost of them at 10.) rupees jiercorge.” 

Tlic Commercial Resident having provided these 
goods by his own exertions, as lie .says, applies to 
(ioverument for leave to divide the fine between 
Idmself and his assistants. Tliis occasioned a long 
correspondence with (jovernment, in which the 
latter decided, that the Commercial Resident had 
1.0 right to levy the fine. After this decision, can 
ii he credited, that the Bombay (ioverument still 
authorized tlie Resident to pay his ow'ii personal 
or travelling expenses, incurred in the provision of 
these goods, out of the fine, and to pay over the 
residue to the Sural Town Committee, to be laid 
out in eleaniiig of improving the town? The record, 
however, proves this to be the fact. The same 
recorr! shows that similar tines were levied on the 
Kaliiiees in 1 H02 and 1805, to the amount of 5,o50 
rupees, making, theietbre, altogether 8,.57.5 rupees, 
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levied in three years from this unlucky tribe; and 
though these ai'c repeatedly declared by the 
Bombay Government to have been unauthorized 
exactions, I do not find that a single rupee of the 
amount was ever ordered to be restored. 

Cora, nm. Idler i5iH Manufacturers at Broach combine to resist the 
prices given for the Company’s goods. 

180(1 

Cotton. In this year the. Company recommenced dealing 

iii'tto, leth March, io cottoii, tuid licre we iintl a combination of the 

Letter to Judge diiio. cotton cleaners complained of to resist the Com- 

Wimite, 171I1 Miircb. ^ • •1*1 

Ditto 18 th ditto, pany's prices. The Commercial llesKlent complains 

iifra^iyth&joih d^. to tl'« Judge, and the refractory, as they are 
!,' 2 d ditto. termed, are punishetl, by being publicly flogged. 

The following minute by the Commercial Resident 
is sufiicieiit to show' the spirit in which this branch 
of tlie Company's trade is also conducted : 

“ Having assembled the cotton cleaners at Han- 
soot, for the purpose of ad justing the conditions of 
their cleaning titc Honourable Company’s capaas, 
(cotton) the Commercial Resident is concerned to 
find that the same spirit of disafl'ection, which he 
had information had shown itself at Occlaseer, has 
likewise spread to this place; but as such combi¬ 
nations are not only unjustifiable, but highly 
illegal, and, therefore, cognizable by the magis¬ 
trate; the Commercial Resident deems it his duty 
to dispatcli the ringleaders- to Broach, with the 
following letter.’’ 

Tlie Judge’s reply is as follows: 

TO COMMERCI.\L RESIDENT. 

“ SIR, 

“ 1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letters of yesterday’s date, and regret the 
delay and trouble the Haiisoot cotton cleaners 
have given you; and which the orders issued a 
few days ago, at your suggestion, were, I con¬ 
ceived, calculated to prevent. 
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Tlie three cotton cleaners you sent to the 
Adauhit, as being foremost in the combination 
formed to resist the ordei'S issued to tliem from 
hence, appear as well from your letter, as from 
their own slaleinenls, wilfidly and wantonly to 
leave combined for llie purpose of impeding the 
Company’s cotton business, and frustrating the 
orders ot Government; tliey have, tlierctore, been 
sentenced each to receive IS rattans at Hansoof, 
which, it is hoped, will have the desired effect of 
potting an end to the combinations and opposition 
you witli so much reason complain of. 

“ 1 have ordered a Meetah with a party ot 
police to proceed to Hansool, to carry the above 
sentence into exeention; and the former is directed 
to talic a list of tlie names ()f all tlie cotton cleaners, 
and tlie nuinlier of Cherkalis Ijelonging to each; 
and the whole to aid and ussKst you in procuring 
people to work lliern, should the owners still per¬ 
sist ill their unwarrantable conduct. 

“ I have also scut a Meelali and a party of 
police to Gcelaseer, to take a list of all cotton 
cleaners and Ciicrkahs in that town; and J have 
ordered a second ailvcrlisemcnt to be published in 
botli towns, warning those people of the con¬ 
sequences, wliiidi cannot fail to he the result of 
their alteuipling to persist in refusing to jierform 
the Honourable Cornpauv's business; and I shall 
be lia|)])y to hear from you tliat those measures 
have the. eti'ect of obviating the necessity of pro¬ 
ceeding to any further sevei ily witli tliem.” 

I am, iS;e. 

Signed by the Judge. 

*d p«r;i. .s.'c. leticr. ( Jovemmciit ordci' the iirices of tlie piece-goods 

I3th J'irtrcli. , 111 1 » 

Ninuic, 27 tii Jiardi, iiiveslineiit to be Kept down, anil as much as pos- 

Viiii April. sible witliin tlie rales prc.scrihed by the Court of 
l)ircctor.s. The Coiiimereial Resident states his 
inahilily to effect it. Tlie price of indigo and 
thread liad now so considerably increased, that the 
manufacturers of the blue goods cxjiccted an aug- 
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iiieiitiilion of )»ricc equal to nq tees per corge, 

TliU (lie Resident deems far licyoud what he is 
autlioi ized (o allow, but draws out a contract at 
Qt rupees increase on the former price, leaving it 
for those to subscribe, who shall be satisfied (here¬ 
with, adding, at the same time, that “ although he 
is sensible this advance is far from bearing a just 
proportion to that in (he price of materials, he <loes 
not consider himself possessed of authority to 
extend it.” 

MinuU', Ap ii, On another occasion he observes, that “ some 
' ^ <d die principal merchants were prt rtiih’d upon to 

ar(|uiesce in these terms, and subscribe tlieir con¬ 
tract ; but it was with nn eeident rtlurlance, and, 
as they declared, to a certain loss.” 
wi'ar.i. Court of Directors, in letter iqtli June, ISO.';, 

-say, they had not received above half the amount 
t'Mii.nifi. i>uvr, uiili of their indent of last season. This investment 
latd now considerably diminished in quantity, and 
the dirticulties of getting goods are re])orted to 
have considerably increased, owing to (be in- 
adcijnate prices given by the Conqwny, allJiougii 
there was now no competitor in the market, 
iiii consequence of the Oimpany’s monopolizing 

ter, a(i June, lisoo. the screws iuid warcliouscs for cleaning cotton, 
till the close of tlie season, one third of the whole 
TjiiiM, ai'iii jiiiu-, i«i ))rodiice remaiiieil with the Ryots unsaleable. The 
:,a rar;,r. (. Judgc rccomiiieiids, as a remedy for this in future, 
at«.itiier,uii.Oci. tiint iiie Comjc.my .should also monopolize the 
whole of the cotton. 

Cuiifn. The Court of Directors having sent out orders, 

dated 3()th April, 1300, desiring inea.inrcs to lie- 
taken to effect a grnmil reihictioii in the price of 
cotton, the Revenue Commissioners in ie)rorting 
lliereoii, coniine llieiuselves to devising the means 
of reducing the price of the Com|iaiiy’s mynopoly 
cotton only, or that already exacted from tlie 
Ryots, at prices lower than those of the marliet. 

In tlie latter end of 1301, the dyers of blue 
goods were repre.seuted as very troublesome, owing 
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id llif laics at. xvliicli they weie jiaid 

fur llieh- hilid'ir. lii llie lic^iiwiiii!; of 1 SOti we 
tiiid tiieif ease more liilly e.xitlaim il in the follow¬ 
ing niiimie: 

“ .Saliiiday llh. After an iiiliiiity of tnmhle, 
which the. (.'oiiMiieieial I’eaili-nt has, on no occa¬ 
sion, hail e(|n'ille(i in lii.s liaiisai iions I'egariling the 
iMVesInienl, he h.is tins day snei'eeded in lednciiio 
the exoiiiitant. dene.mil of the iiiiligo dyeis, I'or 
colouiaig the lyviainoaiils ot liiis iiive.stnieut, from 
it I nipi e-i per eoi "; -, to ”0 riijiees. 'I’hal there is 
ground, in the mipree‘ deiili"l increase of the price 
oi indigo, for espeeti/i" an advance of the rate last 
year allowed liieni, rupees) eaimot, indeed, be 
denied, hut the insulenee with which they liave 
demanded, and the etiVoiitery with wliieli they 
hn'. e persi'li d, duriiig the. last si\ weehs, in refusing 
to eoloiir tlie Coi’.ipaiiy's ihitiis lor less than 35 
nijiees per eorge, had so far onl.slvlpjied all honiid,s 
of prop) iety, «Hr/ tiuil (Iri'icr of dr/fi t'iicf, ii'/lit fi 
is i'cfla idif (itit: to l.hc ('iniipuitif s 

coiiirrif, t'lj (hosv V'lio /n?r/' f'u- happiness to 
rcs'i'lc under thrir triU'enun-. ut, that the Coni- 
iiiercial Uesidcnl W'onld have, heeii eo!n)>i lied to 
reipdte the assi.stancK of laagi.aeri il authority, had 
not the duns eoiwcnted to lliis adjustment, which, 
irs a last oiler fioin him, (he Commercial Resident 
had tnaile them. 

“ 'fliat this rale of p.ivinenl far e\eee.ds the 
. .VOS et .uions of the i Imionrahle t.’ompanv, as stateil 
'll their esilnraie, the (lonimernal lle,iilent is lully 
invare; Init he b al.si> eoidal iil that more moderate 
terms could not he .settled with llie dyers, who, 
even lor this r.ne, show -.i ivhn tanee to omlerlake 
the Inisilies.s, whii h it is aecorilingly agieed .shall 
he divided amoiio the l*uiiehaal, each individual 
eolouiing a proportion ol liie fhnopaiiy s goods, to 
he fixed aeeording to that, whicli k}e iiuiy have 
eolonied dining lire year of the goods ot in¬ 
dividuals. 
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As H farllier aid to lUe judgment in duly ap- 
preciating tlie adjustnieiii: wiucii has tlius been 
made, tlic CoLUmercial llesident thinks it right to 
record tlie tbiiowiiig iiieiuorancium. , 

“ Tlie price of indigo in tlie year 179(’t was 
from if rupees per inaund, to 00‘ rupees, accord¬ 
ing to its rpialily, at which lime the contractors 
for tiie Company’s investment paid the indigo 
dyers t(i| rupees for colouring their byrampauls, 
and the Portuguese nierchants paid ]5J rupees fgr 
their goods of similar description. 

'■ The price of indigo in the current year (180.5-6'; 
is, from 95 to 70 rupees per maund, according to 
its qualify, and the Portuguc.se merchants have 
paid 28-j. rupees for tlieir goods of similar descriji- 
tion to the Ilonourahle Company’s, from both of 
which instances it re.sults that tlie price now paid 
'is, to the full, as favourable to their interest, and, 
at the .same time, as equitable to the dyers, as 
attention to tlie one and justice to the other could 
require." 

Notwithstanding tliis boasted adjustment, it was 
soon found that the dyers again refused to colour 
theif allotted .share of the Company’s byrampants, 
on wliicb occasion tlie ringleader, as he was termed, 
was seized and sent to the Judge of Surat, with a 
statement ot the case, which concludes as follows: 
“ 'The obstacles the Commercial Resident t\- 
pcrieiices from this Punchant, collectively and in¬ 
dividually, in the exeeulion of his duty are incessant, 
and render it impossible for liim to obey the orders 
he is under from Ciovernnient to expedite the 
dispateh of the investment; wherefore, he requests, 
that such an example may he niadfe of the said 
Hussun Gglaum Mahomed, as will deter other* 
from similar obstruction." 

1807. 

luinuif, cd Fill, 'J'he dyers are heie again found to resist the 

Com. Hci. letiei', /-y * - j <• 

>i«oi.aino, mth diiio. Gumpauy » prices, and refuse to work for tli* 
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turn. Re», to urtgc, Conipanv, exrppl at the rates they have tlemanded, 

Idtli I eh. r . > I , ■ „ -in 

vh. .'j,j nipt'es |M‘r eor"e. The Commercial Re¬ 
sident, l»Y order of tloverninent, applies to the 
Adaiilut to compel their labour at the reduced 
price teiidereil by him, and to punish tho.se tvhom 
he supposes to In- the principal ofl'enders, for he 
declares he eaniiol i<j<'ii1ify flicin. 

Src. iftio, mil Apf. fioveniiiM iit order inveslineiit for this year not 

*'"' 511 ! MiJ"*"’ ^ h''’''i<h-d till prices fiill. An indent from the 

OMu iu-j.ieiur iiiih Court itirive.s tor the year t.S07. 'i'he dilHeulties 
Sec. ('.'ll e.us.) .’.Ill attending the provision of it are reported, whilst 
die (inaiililies .supiilied last year, and expected in 
Diit..(5.i.:i.i,n.i.,',’ll, this, fall eonsiderahly short of the. Company’s 
I'liiiSiIit! indents; the Commtreial Resident adding, “ifa 
Cum. lie.,'JSii del. liberal prieo he allowed, no disappoint inent or 
Miini’ic.’.'rtu n'li. f.tiluie need he appre.lieuded.” 't’here were rivals, 
it ajipears, in the market previous to the 'arrival of 
the Company’s indent for the year, 'riiis may have 
itiereased the disinclination, nianil’ested lliroughoul 
on the part of the weaver.s, to work for the Com- 
paiiy, hilt in this year it i.s as marked as ever, and 
ieadetpiatc prices the avowed and sole cause. 
The iirstanees of this spirit, particularized in the 
liiiiry, being of the same nature as those already 
given, it is not tliouglil necessary lo imilliply these 
<■ .Iracls any fnrllier. 


180 H. 

’ fjiii. lies, ' .'iior, 1 ’ Kli Fresh diHienllies (arising from Hie same cause) 
i csperieiiced in the provision of this year’.s invest- 

‘‘Cu, (Into, iiin d llo. ' ' 

I .mi. lien, .iiiiu,I'til iiient. It is admilled (here are no competitors m 
.s.'c'intio,ctii . 1 . market. The Chii f of Surat, and Commercial 
(iiicfami c Mil. n.ii. leply fo a call from Government, 

(tillo, mil, Miiy, . ’ ‘ 

Com Hu. diiio, iiti, jointly report the eaiises of the weavers' nmvilhiig. 

ness to work for the Company, in which 'are the 
following paragraphs; 

“ To trace the causes ol reluctance, however, 
to flieir source, the Commercial Resident observes, 
that he has had fretjuentimeeliiigs vvilli the luami- 
farturers, at all which Ijiey have assured him of 
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their readiness to give the Company a preference, 
if (hey could work for tliein at a moderate jrrofit; 
that many of tl>e subordinate workmen, wiio iiave 
formerly been employed by llTcm in weaving goods 
for (he Compairy, have embtaceil (he moie pio- 
titable employment ofteied by foreign brokeis, so 
that there are but a very few, who can m)w work 
«Uch goods as (be Company rcrpiirc, and that they 
must do to a eertaiii loss. 

“ IJtidcr these elicum.slances it cininot be ex; 
pected (bat m.aiiid'acluiers would willingly accept 
of the Company’s em|>li>ynu:iit, otlierwise tban as 
they lio, or its a niat(< r of consequence, jiciliaps 
as the means of afforiliug them something to do 
during tlie absence, of otber competilors. II must 
be obvious, that (Iny will prefer that oiler, by 
which they can acquire most, and as (bey can, by 
their own confe.ss;<m iu (be Commercial Resident, 
realizt! mure for a defective article, which rei|uires 
less lime and le.ss labour lo complete, so may we 
Vi'nlnre to ptcmoiuice, that nothing but the .same 
c.neonr.igeuieni o'l (be i>ai'l <!f the thmijraiiy can 
lead to the rc establishim iit of Ihcir invesiment at 
its former extent, or //in/, t/ui/ i nn oi/icrwisf //tan 
bi/ an iiicrciisf <>/ prlci- .ncare /o //icinnili^iti a 
pnj'iTiitce of tfir willing labour of the manufac- 
litrers.” 

latw. 


Com. 1 U'». U’Ucr, 5 , 1 d 
April. 

Pitto, do. JCth .June. 

See. (lino, ;jil .July. 

Com. IU' 8 . do. (\yi!h 
Jloclos.) iBlli and 
81x1 (lifio. 
diiiD, jvii, 

Mlti. {iu(l Kes. 

tliUt), '.^OiIj [Ng.iy. 

Com. liyt. (1,.. .k Di-c. 

SeE. dino, .'jDih ,\ov. 

Com. (lino, mil 
pcc. 


The dlflicultics in this yvar were (onnd to bo 
insurmountable williont raising juiees. .Altlioiigli 
Government declined ibiy would forego the in 
vestment altogelbcr rallier than augment the price, 
llicy were at last obliged lo give way. Govern¬ 
ment ascribe the blame, of this augmeiilation to 
w ant of exertion iu the Comiuereial Department, 
from ivliicli the Resident Ju.-lilie.s his conduct. This 
allbnU another proof how difiieulf, if not impo.s- 
■siblc, it is for the weavers to get those prices which 
the state of the market warrants, when the Ctun- 
paiiy have an adverse interest to be attended to. 
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'I'lic lelters vt'Cr'iioii to in l!u'. niav»iti would ajfortl 
tiiaiiv very .s 1 n>!i!' oimI slrildii" <'x!iac1s in ])r)int 
luit it would ii!'(di;d>ly llir n -.ukr to extend 

tlieiii kill her. 

(an. 

(.(’Her from lli<‘ Jmlno am! Mu'kxirak! of Surat, 
(laled '.null .(aiai'irv, feiioiiiiii; i>u llic eou'jes of 
iIm' u'e'.ivi t'ii' iiiiY.illiiiiioi'ss lo woiK lor i!ie (lom- 
jiiuiv, i for ii i»y .''tiiiiiiir, ik.it “ '(’lie ma- 

iiuf.it liii t r-i "Cl larger (irices for workiiii; inferior 
ooods idr dll' lNu(ii"mf:ie rini/ Ami) merchants, 
and even Jor HirMC safc.s.’' 'I’liis letter is im- 
jKiitant, as keiiui llu- (islimmiy of mi iiii))iutial 
oiisi'rver oil tlu' s|>oI; iiiit llie arr;iinu'ii1 il eoiilaiiis 
lieiiit; iiierel) lo the, same i lk el us lliosi'ofu foriiwr 
.fiidco of Siiiiil, "iveii ill llie iikove cxlrucl (1808), 
of u Joint lejioil from liim and the ('imiiiiereial 
Resideiil oil the same Milijeel; it would he .sujier- 
fluous to relieut lliein here. 
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CO^Y oj a Letter from a Native Jgent in Surat, to /it.t 
Jirineipal in Bombay, on the Subject of the Guzerat Col¬ 
ton Trade, dated August, 1808 . 

The following loiter was delivered to me by a great native iiier- 
clraut ill ttornbay. It was written to him, as will be perceived, by 
his agent in Guwrat, employed to purchase cotton ; and us it was 
not inleiided for any other Ihaii tlie inspection of bis own princiiial, 
it may fairly be concluded to contain his ow n unbiassed sentiments, 
founded on personal experience, of the slate of the cotton trade 
in that ((uarter. It was translated from the original by the mer- 
cliaut who tielivered it to me, which will account for the bad 
English in which it is given. 

Translallim of a l.ettcrfromDecnsaw.at Surat,dated Sunibul, 
t 80 I, .Sill,min viul, .lilb 'riiursdiiy, (11//« Avg. IHOH.J 

‘‘ Having perused the eirenmstanec you have written, relative 
to the impediment on the |iai I of the .Sircar, on account of Cnppass 
and Roo, or uncleaiied and cleaned Cotton, at IJroach, &c, places; 
yon de.,,iie me to slate my answer in detail. Be it known to you, 
that the Sircar has eWablished a rale for Cup))ass belonging to the 
Kjets of Broach and Aiikicsser, at 4-' Rupees per Bbar. In U>c 
year 18f)'t ibis Cnppass was purcliased uinl distributed amongst 
'Wackarias, or Cleamys, at the rate of Bbars, and 4 Duiries; 
apd for sneb distrilmtion taken from each of them one Candy of 
Cfoltoii; one Bbar makes 20 Dhurries, and 20 Dhurries make 21- 
Mauiids, thus they aceomit for it. In tlii.s manner the Broach 
Cnppass is converted into Cotton, and the same predicament i.s 
observed relative To the Cotton of Anelcsscr, although the Anklcs- 
,ser Cnppass is thin, and prodm live of less Cotton, yet the llyets 
i^Qge to make good the rlillerencc to the Cnppass Cleaners, to 
answer ecjually with that of Broach; thus I understood heard have 
wytten to you. In the Mhratta Government*,'there was a little tax 



APPENDIX VI. 


Ill 

levied upon the crafts, wlien ttn-y were procurable in abundance; 
whenever Mantl’d tliey used to f;et them without least difliculty; 
but now in the Eiif^lish Govennnent they were leased nut for a 
large sum; the farmer has, therefore, ein|iloyed his own cratts, 
which was tlie cause of their being less in number, and higli in rate 
of rent, which, although jtaid, yet the erafl.s are im|irocurable,,t]ie 
farmer deny giving them; by this the hales vvere detained for two 
or three days, still the farmer desires to have a patience, because 
the crafts a'c u<it to be pahl in great nuinher, and say.s, better to 
wait until t icy leturn. In such ease should the Sircars bales are 
to be espored, the farmer says the crafts are to be provided for 
that })urpuse in preference to others. In the year last the mer¬ 
chants obliged lo detain shipping their Cotton for a fortnight, sncli 
merchiints as had complained to Mr. Prendergasl against the 
farmer for the sn|)ply of crafts got them a little .sooner, but others 
were obliged to wait until the erafis coulil he spared. In the last 
year on the snl)ie( t of the farm of these crafts, a petition was pre¬ 
sented to Mr. i’leudergasl, in order tet forward it to the flonoiir- 
ahle the Ci<iveinor in ('ouneil pelilioii, it was prayed in the body 
of the petiti .m th.it the amount protluced from tlie farm the iner- 
ctianls are villing to make it good from their Cotton; supposing it 
to be ; '.’I Ileus on each Candy, (>r whatsoever; hut us it w'us not 
the foimet custom, and is now prevalent, causes a great impedi¬ 
ment, therei’orc it is reipiested that the same to he discontinued 
as it detains our goods, the flnctuatiou of winds causes the cotton 
to remain here, wliicli m casions a great e.vpciices. lii this manner 
we ])riiyed in the petition, after ohlaiihug signatures of all the 
merchiints, I huh signed and presented it to Mr. I’reiidergast, who 
enclosed tin same to Government. I then returned to Surat, and 
do tiot knci'v what was the iurswer, the petition was presented in 
the yeiii' I conclude, t'rom the same rule in existence in I SUt-, 

that the k'ind beuevoleiice of the llonoiirahle. tlie (ioiernor njion 
inerchu.nts I as beeti diminished. Mr. Prendergast preserves great 
regard on Ilie merchants, hut it is out of his jiowcr, and he is 
nnabje to niterlcrc in this .Sircar's transactions. On this subject 
I discour-ecl gooil deal w ith the Judge; hut now if a person of 
your rimk should iiilerCcrc in the matter, the inercliauls would be 
free liMiii t ie iiniiedirtnMil; after all, God's pleasure! the Cot.tpD 
screws helimging to individuals are under tilt' command gf the 
Sircttr, shou d any Cottim he brought by inercimnts from any other 
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Piirs'uiinali, they are dcpiivcil IVoiii cettiiig the same screwed at 
the screws; sliouhl the (iiiaiility ol Collon I)e small, and the owner 
would desire Ciirset je<- Cooverjee 1<) have it screueit, he is allowed 
with niueh liesMalioa to .screw the .s.uiie hut at iii^ht; iiiider the 
plea that the s( re\\s arc "really oceu|ti<‘<l in llie day-time hv the 
Sircar’s work, liy w'lieli the workiii" people were niiioh tiresome. 
In the present instance, with much ditti( uity, permission wti.s ob¬ 
tained for screw'in" wet Cotton at ni"hl, iiotwithstamliii" the ri.sk 
attendant r)n aecomit II"lit ; however, we could not help for that, 
and cannot uass without exposing to anv dan"ei that may arise 
from this piejmlice. I'lirtlier, we are oldi^ed to lrei"ht boats 
previous to om Cotton beiii" .screwed; allerw irds, with much 
trotdde and (lelav, eoinplction of our cargoes is cHecled. In tlie 
present year the merchants boats were not .diowed to set sail until 
they all join to"elher; by this, on the elos) of the season, evim a 
mt.niher of the Siiaxir.s, a.s well as merdianls boats, oldioed to 
remain hehind. 'fhat all the Wackarias or Cotton clcaner.s nia- 
rrhincs at llroach and .Ankles.scr are also under the command ol 
Curseljec Cooverjec, should Colton, the '{lonlh of other I’ur;;nn- 
nahs. In' cominillcd to the eliaiip' of Wackarias, or the Colton 
machincr'' lot cleaiiim;, they at;rei' to do it, hid rcipiirc previous 
pennissioii I'rom the Sinar which nevi'r "ranted to them. .Some 
ofthe Colton screws at ilroac.h are rented by llie Sircar, by payiii" 
rent to their owners; the others are ordered hy the Sircar to shut; 
ihonid any merchant ineline screwiii"his ( otioii in the shut .serew.s, 
nid ap))lv to llharhund or scia-win" people for liieir ussi.stance, 
it w as never pioenrable wilbout Siiear’s permissit>ii. All the !>i;,'- 
lyarees on tin; .sliore of llio river are sirielly enjoined l)y the Sircar, 
not to ship the ;;ood-i of mereh.mt-. beloie the Sircar's t;uod»', 4 nc 
first sliipped. wherehv llie inerelimils olili"e to wait till it is done. 
The inraillieienev of ISigi^an e.s eieaies a great expeime.and lio'.dik'. 
•n this inaiiiier there are ni.inv niallers, how jar am I to .slate? 
Vou are at'that iilaee. yon do not know this eircuinslanee;'.we are 
sulfering a great |)rcjiidiee, which is endless to slate. 1 am sensihle 
that the. prejudice whieh we eiieoiinter was not by ordei the 
Sircar, but it .seems to be iJie act of ibosr under the ordc'is of the 
Sircar. J'he ))rineipal geiilieni.in, Mr. Wren, under vvUtise com¬ 
mand Ciiiscfjie acts aceordiu" to hiii own itetord. 'I'he Jmige 
bears great kindness on llie llyets, but if U ottt of ins power to 
ifliterfere jli the .Sircar’s ufl'airs, though he is well aci.juainted'ivith 
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every tliln.j; -when we apidy and cxjdain to him any of such 
t irciinistai! .es, he ilciiy taking cngni/aiice liecaiise the business is 
with the Sircar*. 

liy thi; ;in<I otiicr passaf^i^s oF llir like iitipm t, the writer means that 
the Jiirh.»o i< fuses To interfere to the pn inilice of the 8iiem*s hnsiiie.s.s, or, 
ill olhi Y woitls, to aid them, until, according to the orders he has leecived, 
the Ccinpuny’s business is tirst done. 
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EXTRACTS of Letters relative to the Salt Monopoh) in 
Bengal. 

The following extriicts oflelttrs give ii nidiire hy an eye-wit-, 
ness of tlie state of the salt works in Itengal. Names are for 
obvious reasons omitted ; but the aullieiiiicity of the letters may 
be relied on. Tlie facts detailed as having oeeiirred under the 
writer’s personal observation must be refirred to a period, not 
later, as would appear from one of the letters, than the year 
but many of tliese facts are of a nature not likely to be altered in 
later times; and, therefore, however much the salt system may 
have been ameliorated in some respects, we may reasonably con¬ 
clude many of its evils continue in erpial force. But supposing it 
to be divested of all the cruelties and compulsions under which it 
was formerly , and may still to a certain degi ec be, carried on ; the 
system itself, considered as a part of our Indian revenue system, 
and its necessary eftect as an enormous tax upon an indispensable 
article of life, would still in my opinion be highly objectionable; 
and so far from joining in the wish of tin Supreme Government *, 
to see this odious monopoly extended througliout the whole of the 
Company’s territories in India, 1 should, with the poor natives, 
joyfully hail the day in which it might be eflectually, and for ever, 
abolished. 


Extract of a letter dated in May t8l3. 

“ So long a time has clapscrl since 1 was in the Simderbimds, 
that I really do not recollect the number of persons employed at 
that time in the manufacture of salt there. The mortality to 
whi<!h 1 alluded w'as comraunicaterl to me by the Aumlah, at 
Culna, and was said to have taken place during the agency of 
Mr. S. Ew'art; it applied, J believe, to the Hoymungul exclu¬ 
sively. 1 think 8 j)er cent, would not be loo many to calculate 
the mortality at generally throughout the salt works, in the 
Sunderbunds, annually.” 


* See Notes C amt I), page .“o. 
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liy tract of a letter «late<l in April IK I'2. 

“ (^oinc. ding, as I most perli-elly <lo, in upiniofi with yourself 
regiiniing (lie natives of Imlia, icH.-clini.' upon tlie onliappy anil 
abject state some thousands (perhaps iiiillioiis) han fum >;encratioii 
to generation lieen keiil in; and coiisidering tlie piaimability of 
sueh state being at tlie h ast ainelioialed, loeelher with the justice 
of it, 1 (eel fully disposeil, and sliall be extreinely gratilied, to be in 
any degret instrnniental in (•(reeling so desirable an olijeet. Sneli 
iiiforination, thinefoie, as I can now, or at any Inline period, ati'ord 
that may be useful in (he Imsiiiess, I shall most cheerfully coii- 
frihiite. 

“ llefoie 1 proceed I must beg you to recollect that between 
fifteen and twenty yiars having elapsed since 1 resided in the 
Sniiderhuiids, many eirenmsiaiucs that orenrred under my obser¬ 
vation, whilst I was there, have escaped my recollection, and that 1 
may not pertectly renieniber others, to which 1 shall now advert. 
I will, however, leliite ns faithtnlly as my memorv will enable me. 

“ Very soon after my arrival at (Inina, at which place 1 prin- 
cipallv resided, during my sojourn in the Sundmlmnds, it was 
evident to me, that tlie system pursued in suiiplyiiig the several 
aurimgswilh iniiiedaius, or salt-workers, wa.s ineoinpatible with 
the interest of a permanent trade, -and extremely rcpiingant to 
comnifm f•’elill'’. To the day of my departure I had no reason 
to alter n v was of thinking; 1 should rather say my ronvictioii, 
from that wlinii I had heard and witnessed, of the reprohen- 
sihilifv of its principles, wa.s cmilirnied and strengllicned. The 
agents saw the evil as well as myself, ami 1 think represented it to 
the r.oard of Trade. I am eontideiit of having slated to both 
Mr. ( hamoioii and Mr. Mackeii/ie several eirciimsiaiires ofcriielty 
that eanie hefore me; and to the best of my recollection Mr. M. 
eithei Irarsiiiilted my statcniciit, or addressed the Hoard p;irti- 
ciilarly on the snliject. 

“ In order that \on nray the belter iiiideistand the nature <d 
inanufactiiiiiig salt, or rather the diHiiultics and dangers alteiidiiig 
it it will he iit'ees.sary to enter a little into the detail. At the lime ab 
hided to Mr. (;ij.mipioii held tin .layiiaghur; Mr. 'I'ilimin Ilenckell, 
or Mr. llichaid flocke, the Uoyimmgul ageiiev. A short time 
sulise:pienl to this, the latter agency was re-annexed to the funner. 
The i.rincipal stations at which the Aumlah attended, and where 
advances were made, were Jaynaghiir, (,’nhia, and Choopnaghur. 
'The (iolahswere at the two former pUices, and at lleiitkellgimge. 
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I’he Aurungs, for whicli advances were made, were many, and 
situateil ill the heart and in the uninhabited parts of the Sunder- 
bunds. To these places tlie superintendents and labourers were 
dispatched in the month of December, and remained until within 
a very short time of tlie commencement of the periodical rains. 
There were two descriptions of places, or enclosures, in which the 
salt was manufactured; one denominated Jaul, composed of eight, 
the otlier, Kautjaulec, of fourteen to sixteen men; these, how¬ 
ever, were vciy frequently incomplete. 

“ The advances were made by the agent to men denominated. 
Molunghces; who were, at least represented to be, persons of 
some property, wlio contracted to furnish a given number of Janis 
with workmen, and to ileliver in the Auruug.s’ salt at a spe¬ 
cified rale and measure. These Moinnghees engaged labourers 
themselves, and employed, that is, made advance.s to others to 
procuj'e them. Here began the evil: the Molunghees, naturally 
anxious to make the most of their contracts, and possessing much 
power from the number of Peons they necessarily employed, and 
that were authorised by the agent to collect the labourers, hesi¬ 
tated not to force advances upon any they considered suited to 
their purpose; tliat is, they would put into their hands, or turhan, 
or other part of their dress, one or tvvo riii>ee.s; and would after¬ 
wards, if the labourer foumi means to l oinjilain against them, 
suborn evidoiice to prove the money having liecu voluntarilt/ 
received in earnest of tlieir services to work in the salt Aurungs. 
Some they would inveigle, others (and 1 fear the greater num¬ 
ber) they would seize and have conveyed to the woods, vi ef. 
armis. Situated as the places of manulaetiire were, up small 
creeks in the midst of jungle infested with wild beasts, and sur¬ 
rounded by rivers, teeming with aligalors, worked and watched 
day and night by the emissaries of their masters, escape was 
next to impossible. Several, however, setting these dangers at 
defiance, or, more probably, preferring death to slavery so exer¬ 
cised, made attempts to return. Many were doubtless devoured 
by tigers, ilrotvncd, or otherwise destroyed, A few reached 
their homes; some of whom were, in all likelihood, again 
seized and sent back. Some of the lew came to me, and deposed 
that they bad been seized by eciiaiii (naraing the) [tersons, and, 
togetlier with many others, I do not recollect the number, bound 
and put on board a boat, under the halcliin, anil conveyed to the 
salt works ; that they never bad given their eonseiU to go, nor had 
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they ever received an anna on lliat aceount. Their depositions 
M'cre transmitted to the agent; the parties were summoned ; but, 
as the VIoluogliees could always eorumaud witnesses to negative 
and disjirove, the only restitution that camld he afforded to the 
injured was their liberty. I may here obserse, that had the boat, 
by any accident, been swamped or overset, tiu! poor creatures, 
confined as they were, must inevitably have been suffocated, 
Upon the breaking up of the manufacture, the remains of the 
labour* rs were brought away ; very many of them in an emaciated 
state; the tsfecis of bad air, bad water, hard work, and unkind 
treatment. Conscious of the power, and unfeeling minds, of their 
masters, a siiuill |)art otdy dared to complaiu ; those who did, told 
a laitienlabic talc. Although among so large a body of men, it 
must be e.siiceted their statements would vary, yet was there no 
tlifterence in regard to the great and leading point. I mean here 
to apply uiy observation to tbosit who bad not voluntarily received 
advances, vis. that they were taken from Ibeir bou,ses, from tltc 
lields, and otber places, carried by for«'e ii> Ibe Aunmgs, kepttbere 
by compulsion and made to work ; during wbicli lime tlieir fa¬ 
milies were left to shift for themselves, many of whom were totally 
in the dark regarding them. Some acknowledged having re¬ 
ceived, vvhilst in the woods, a /cm rn|)Ces; others two or three only, 
and some not a pice! 1 lielieve very few, indeed, reeeiveil what 
they were promised—fewer what they oiiglit. Whenever the 
IMoliiiighees were det< (:(e(l, or iiieonlroverlihle proof eslahlishcd 
against them, which stunetimes was the case, of having used coer¬ 
cive nieasuretto procure hands, they .sheltered themselves under a 
jdea most arbitrary, and involving in its operations tlie most fla¬ 
grant iiijustiec ; it was, that liaving discovered a forefather liad 
been etnploy jd in the salt work.s, a descendant bad no right to 
refuse; so that they considered llieni.sclves inilhorizeil, to compel 
every one to serve whom they could trace ol' the stock of one 
who lia<l been ever, and in any manner, concerned in the manu¬ 
facture. By the bye, whether or not this could be traced, the 
'thing itself served as a pretence, and was made to answer their 
purpose. IJnlinInnately this opinion obtained with the natives 
ill that part of the country generally; so that the agents Aumlah 
even felt its force, and were [terliaps on that account less active, in 
re,'sisting the imposition than otherwise they would have been. 

“I have observed above that the 9-CT«ai/i,sof the Minedanrs were, 
after the season of manufacture, brought home. 1 consider my- 



APPENDIX VII. 


IIB 

self warraiitcil in tins expression, and believe you will, when 1 say 
I bad {'ood reasoTi to believe itiatiy hundreds who annually were 
sent to the Aunings never returned. 

“ This extraordinary mortality was owing to a variety of causes, 
the principal I ascribe to unwholesome air; nu»iber.s were de¬ 
stroyed by tigers and alligators; some were drowned ; many fell a 
sacrifice to the .Sunderbuiid fever; some died mad; and some, 1 
believe few, cornpareti with fire aggregate, had natural deaths. A 
much greater number were destroyed by tigers and alligators than 
1 coidd ha\e believed, bad 1 not been on the spot; so, at ieast,<it 
appeared by the returns from the luiropean overseers and Auruug 
Aumlabs. That many were dangerously wounded by these animals 
1 had ocular demonstration in immberless instances; scarcely a 
boat with the accounts arriving at the station I was in, without one 
or more of these poor fellows disabled by either scratches or bites, 
the loss of a leg, a foot, a hand, an arm, ;in eye, ike. &c. 

“ In one season, at an Aunmg, on the Jaynaghurside, (I cannot 
recollect the name of the place,) the jseople sent thither found 
much difficulty in effecting a ianditig, on account of (he number of 
tigers. They sent an express desiring goats, &c. might instantly 
be dispatched to them to make poqja/i, in order that they might 
invoke the aid of their tutelar deity. This was immediately done, 
hut in vain ; the place was md tenable; the people were dispos- 
s&cd by the tigers, after three days resistaTice, with the loss of 
thirty-three meu ; iuid this Anrung was never recovered. 

“ The rctiu iis of the dead lau'b season of manufacture, during 
the period of Mr. Siinoii Ewart's agency, amounted, upon an 
average, according to the black accounts, to about four hundred. 
There is room to believe, as many more dropped after they had 
left the Anrniigs, from the eftects of disease engendered there. 
At the time Mr. Cioodhid took charge, he was so much surprised at 
the mortality, that he exclaimed, ‘ This is making salt through the 
blood and guts of the people.’ I dare to say that this gentleman, 
by his inllucnce with the Board of Trade, adopted measures to not 
only prevent, as far as liunian means and foresight could prevent, 
the numher of deaths, hut also those arhitrary measures so long 
excrcjst'd of procuring hibourer.s (or tin; service of the Auruiigs, 
The salt maniilaclnred in the agency Mr. (ioodlad conducted 
(the twenty-four Pcrguuuulis) was upon a (piite different plan to 
that of the Royiimugul. 1 fancy it was carried on in a way some¬ 
thing similar to the manufacture of salt, in what is termed the 
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Desay Callarees; where little, is to he apjtreltended from wild 
aiiiiiial.s and no more from had air, than in any other jtlaces in tlie 
lower part of Bengal, 

“ Allhougli much may have hcen done in relieving the distressful 
state of the salt-workers, and in eorreeting tlie ahn.si's that sni)- 
■sisted twenty years ago; yet do I eoncein' nnidi reimiins to he 
done.; <md it is reasonahle to inter, lhal not any mode will ))rove 
efficient, whilst the ostensihle part of those- engaged hy tin; (iioni- 
pany are countenanced, I may .s;iy, in their lawless (iraetices, and 
until the lahouring part can have that evincing assmance, that 
inju.stice shall not with impunity be exercised against them, hy any 
rlescript ion of their superiors. 1 do not presume to point out the 
means by which this could he etieeted : one step towards it would, 
I conceive, be tin- removal <d' the salt works to (if possilile) habi¬ 
table and more aeee,ssible plaees. .'\nollier—if a greater mimlier 
of Euro))can and a less number of native, servants were einfiloyeil 
at the .stations and in the woods; the .servants in these several 
departments being, witli the exceptionfot an overseer to each 
Aurutig, all natives ; and the detail of the Imsiiiess pas.-iiig prinei- 
pally tlirougl) their hands, it is inipos.sible the agent can he aware 
of many of the impositions practised ami admil ted hy them. The 
Peons acting under them, as well as under the Mohmghees, arc, 
generally sptt.ikiug, an unfeeling set of men, and are frequently 
guilty of very oppressive acts, few of which emue to the knowledge 
of the agent, and I'ewer in lime to ali'ord redress to tlie aggrieved. 

“ Although from the peculiar situation of tlie Sunderbumis, from 
the circiimstauce of the muuufacturing plaees being, tnore than 
many others, out of the way of the observation of the Company’s 
officers; from the preindiccs ami local usages of the. inhabitants of 
that quarter ; and, possibly, from the Je.ss cultivated, or to .sjieak 
perhaps more properly, tin! barbarous state of the lower order of 
people tliere, impo.sitions ;iiid abuses may be more prevalent than 
in other parts of India ; yet there is no rloubt, that ii\ all the pro¬ 
vinces, illegal and ojipressive measures have been too often re¬ 
sorted to. From what I have witiies.sed, and information obtained 
from the natives, f believe, that in the Commercial, Revenue, and 
Judicial, Departments thoughout the country, numberless abuses 
and cruellies t xist. I have no doubt that in the first, a consider¬ 
able part of th i advances made by the agents for the Company are 
withheld; the article advanced for undervalned, under preb-nee 
of lack of mcHSure or inferior <|uality; and these ofttimes taken 
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at a piice below the cost even of nianufaeturing. In tlie second, 
that those employed under the Collectors, to receive the rents from 
the Talookdars and I’yots, too frequently insist upon more than is 
justly payable. And, with respect to tlie third, you must be well 
aware, how difficult it often is to any one almost to even obtain a 
hearing in some of the Country Courts; and how much reason 
there is to believe, many pay for it sums )>ro))ortionale to the im¬ 
portance of their cause. Under such circumstances then, how 
remote, how discouraging must be the prospect of redress to an 
injured and pcimylcss tiependant! 

There is another branch in which, from the information I have 
been able to collect, much injustice and cruelty are exercised, conse¬ 
quently claiming ])arlicular attention. This is the manner in which 
Lascars (as they are calletl) are procured litr the sliips. Tlic com¬ 
manders being, a.s we expre.ss it, birds of passage; it is not likely they 
should be much acquainted \vith the customs of India, nor can they 
know how to have their Wiinl.s supplied, but through the medium of 
agents; to the.se lliereforc they apply. The agents, in all matters 
that are not immediately under their eye, direct their Banyans to 
furnishwhat arc wanted, amongst other things Lascars. TheBanyans 
give orders to the Sircars uurler them; these, in their turn, send 
Peons and Burkanahs for Serangs, whoiit the Banyan engages to 
go the voyage, and contracts with them to lind Tindals and 
Lascars, and 1 think provisions also. As we know tlie Banyans 
have a feeling in all that passes through their hands, there is little 
doubt of their securing a tloncenr in this Iransaction. The Serang 
enters into an agreement to have the men ready at a given 
period; in this he i.s pretty punctual: they are generally on board 
ship a few days previous to weighing anchor, and tlie captain 
seldom sees them sooner. The .Serang, in concert with the Tindals, 
procures men in any way he the easiest can. To some, who agree 
to go the voyage, he advances a few nqiees, and takes bail for their 
appearance at a certain time, if at that time they are not forth¬ 
coming the bondsmen are taken. I verily believe that in some 
cases the Serangs are in league witli those they appear to engage, 
and give them notice to be out of the way, in order that those 
bound for them may he taken, and that they may pocket the suras 
that would otherwise, he payable by them: others they deceive by 
engaging them for a short voyage; the remainder, and those arc 
not few where many are wanted, are kidnapped. The Serangs 
and their myrmklous make no distinction in the persons they lay 
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hold of, whfther weaver, or washerman, mcelianic, or husbandman. 
What 1 hen stale, I firmly believe to be correct; since, exclusively 
of'wliaTlhad repeatedly luaird cliiring my residence in Calcutta, 
I had an opportunity uinm my |)assaj;e home to particularly inform 
myself on llie subject. Onr ship’s company consisted of about 
forty; excepting the captain, two mates, and a boy, all were 
persons of colour; JMalays, Maiiillcse, Ceylonese, Portuguese, and 
Bengalese, die greater mimber of the latter deseripnon : .several 
of these (the latter) assured me they were talieii by force and sent 
0*1 board sbi)i; that their families were ignorant of their fate, and 
that they bud not received a pice. Some, in addition to all this, 
declared that, so far from being qualitied for the situation they 
were broiigiit into, they had never served even as Dandecs, nor 
had they ever before seen a ship. Their awkwardness, timidity, 
and ignorance of the ropes of a ship, sutticicnlly evinced the truth 
of their assertions. Some of these men averred, they had been 
taken from the iieiglibmirliood of Moorsliedabad ; some were 
young, some very old and useless. Necessity superseding law, is 
the only excuse, in my mind, for bringing J.ascars into this latitude. 
I think it vuy probable, that little more than half the number 
taken oii board ships in India return to their homes; and that their 
families never receive a sixpence for their services. 

“ From the observations made in this letter, my sentiments re¬ 
garding the coiidilioii of the natives of India ^rnerallj/, is manifest; 
and I believe all who have been resident there as long as you and 
I were, cannot but acknowledge, that very illegal and oppressive 
measures are practised by (he powerful over the weak; and, in 
very many e.ises, by serv.uits acting under residents and agents of 
the Company. So long, therefore, as ‘ might eoiitinues to over¬ 
come right,' the happiness of the subject cannot be secured. 

“ 1 am, dear Sir, 

“ Yours, &c.'' 
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PAPERS on the Subject of the. Indigo Tri/dr, /'engol. 

LETTKH. No. I. 

■t.'J, n imiiole SlrtfJj 4//i Marchf 181,1. 

U. C. I’LOWDEN. Eso. 

“ MY UUAll Sill, 

" Till', iiiguiiicuts coiitaiiied iti the accoiii|imivin!» letter to Mr. 
now Sir (ieorge Harlow, written so long since a.s the year 1801, 
against the Company making advances for indigo, obtain equally 
against the purchase of indigo by the Company, each tending in an 
equal degree to promote rninous extoa.sion of the manufacture. 

“ liut the Company, by the act of juirchase, argue, as 1 know 
individual directors also do, that the trade in indigo will be bene¬ 
ficial to the Company, and that it is unreasonable in the planter 
to expect the Company should not paiticijiatc in the prolits of a 
trade, as they assume, which, they also assume, has been established 
by their fostering hand. 

“ Whether tire present couditioii of this valuable braneli of com¬ 
merce be owing to siicli protection, it is not necessary now to 
examine. a commercial body, Itie Comjiany liave an unques¬ 
tionable right to trade in whatever they please. It is sufiicient for 
our present purpose, to consider merely lire prospect of advantage 
to the Comjrany by a trade in indigo, williout reference either to 
the view their political ebaractor, as connected witli the general 
interests of the empire, would take of the subject, or to the more 
minute but fundamental interests of the tnule, tlie interest of the 
planter, if it were possible to separate these interests. 

“ I’lie retlcclimis nafnrally arising from the perusal of my letter 
to Sir George Harlow, must, I humbly conceive, convince every one 
that indigo, as an article of trade, must, by llie Company becoming 
traders in il, be remkied extremely precarious. Uncomnioii ex¬ 
tension ot the mamdaeture must inevitably be promoted by it, 
consequently, great glut and certain depreciation in the English 
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market; b) which, iiidcpciKiciil of loss as ineroliaiifs, the Coin- 
pmiy and (joveiumcnt will sidl'er heavily in Ihelr duties, numbers 
of indnstric'us planters be mined, and tlie trade reduced to a 
wreck ; when, after a laiii^nor, which will alliird epiairtnnity for 
the re'ival of crniipetition in the inaiiufacltiH' h\ other countries, 
the Coinpaiiy will be riiiiler the necessity, at least will think them¬ 
selves so, of siipportiii '4 till' trade by advances at considerable 
risk, perhaos, in many instances, jirobahly, to new ad\eiitiners, 
i;;norant of the. manufacture, in which at present we e.vcel every 
vjthcr I oinilry. ’rhus, by the extensive speculations of the Com¬ 
pany, or even if not at once so extensive, the expectation of great 
speculation when the Company embark, the trade will become, in 
an nnnatiiral degree, tluctualing—^dedining from the brightest pros¬ 
pects to poverty—and again, by mnialmal expedients, emerging 
from povetty to a prospect of belter (ortnnes, and instead of 
obtaining, liy the (diservance of a true commereial iirinciple, a 
regular, staple, and indeed exelusive situation, it will be rendered 
irregular and precarious, in an nimainral degree, liable to eompe- 
lilion, nnpidlitable to the Coin))any, far less productive to the 
eouiilry at large, and ruiuotis to (he indusliions |danler. 

“ Pray excuse tliis long letter, in adilition to the accompanying 
one, and believe me to reiuuin, 

“ My dear Sir, 

“ Years, very sincerely, 

(Signed) “ At.i x. Nowell.” 


‘‘ DF.Alt SIH, 

“ i TAKE tile liberty, under your permission, when 1 had the. plea¬ 
sure of seeing y ou at Vauder lleyden’s, to trouble you w ith the 
arguments vvliiebl ventured to term “ coiielusive,'’ on the subject 
of tlie Company purcliasiiig iniligo. 

“ I' l'oin conversations I have hail with individuals of your body, 
altbougb they appear to be coiivineed, by my arguments, of the 
injury that will be sustained by the planters, they are not so of the 
loss, wliicli, 1 inaiiilaiii, the Company will suller in the long-run ; 
and, altliongli they regret the ruin of individuals, they coiileml, the 
Company cannot forego the only lucrative Iftide that remains to 
them. 

“ I’erniit me to refer you to tlie Company’s indigo account for 
the last thiee years, that is, since tlicy commenced the importation 
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of indigo on tlicir own account, for the result. But you will not, I 
dare say, be satisfied, as some have been, with average prices of 
purchases, and average prices of sales, as the out-turn of a con¬ 
signment. You will ask for totals. What the consignment of 
indigo of the year cost in Calcutta? To which you will re¬ 
quire to be added freight and king’s dntiesrand indeed the Com¬ 
pany’s duties too, for had the indigo been the projierly of indi¬ 
viduals, the Company would liave received their duties upon it; 
the actual net proceeds of a consigimicnt; the sum actually real¬ 
ized, and not the sum for which some was .sold, and some bouglrt 
in, at the sale; for that which was bought in may afterwards liave 
been sold at a loss, or lower rate, than taxed or bought in at; 
of perhaps, three shillings a pound. The cash account only can 
be satisfactory. To which yon may, 1 think, anticipate the lo.ss 
of from SO to of. 100,000 on the indigo, belonging to the Com¬ 
pany, to be sold in the next sale. 

“ 1 am, dear Sir, 

“ Your most obedient, 

iS, MlmpoUStreet, " and very humble Servant, 

ithJunmry, 1812. “ At, EX. NoWISLL,” 

The late Sir John Anstruther being informed of ray letter to Sir 
George Barlow, in tpiestion, expressed a wish to see it. The fol¬ 
lowing is a copy of a note from him upon it to me. 

“ DEAU SIK, 

“ I iiKTUiiN llie letter, which is, I think, uiianswerab.e, and applies 
equally to the Company engaging in any trade hut wliat they call 
their investment; and even that, I think, they had better let alone. 
I should like, if it were not disagreeable to you, to examine you, as 
to the possibility of introducing the manufactures of England into 
the upper provinces. 

“ Yours truly, 

•' J. Anstruther.” 


(Signed) 
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LETTER. No. 2. 

O. II. liAULOW, Esq. 

Cuh'utta. 


Tirhont, Nov. 1811 . 

“MY nr All SIK, 

“ When last in CalciiUa, I observed with pleasure the sense in 
which you recei\ed my opinions on the public loan to Indigo 
planters, and I feel persuaded you will excuse me, when 1 again in¬ 
troduce a fuhject which .so intimately regards a principal branch 
of (he commerce of the British possessions in (jirlia. 

“ With lid due deference to, perhaps, (he ablest and most ener¬ 
getic government the British em|)irc in India ever experienced, 
the loan in question, in my humble opinion, is a violence done to 
the constitudoii of commerce; and so far from adding permanent 
strength, must inevitahly induce debility, if not ruin, on this branch 
of it. 

“ Indigo is now as much established in these provinee.s, and is 
become as much a staple commodity, as cloths, or any otlier of the 
manufactures. And it is a maxim, founded on experience, that 
commerce, which delights in independence, should neither be 
clogged with burdensome, taxes, nor forced by unnatural expe* 
dients. It is equally vain to e.xpeet indigo, or any other natural 
product, to flourish in any climate without iiiterrujition, as it is to 
hope for the success of every adventurer in uny line of life. But 
we ought not to lay to the charge of eliinate an evil, in this in¬ 
stance, entirely our own ; nor to coiielude, because indigo, from a 
eomhiuation of circumstaiiees in Europe ami this country, is at 
this time in demand, that this demand eannol he satisfied in the 
regular and natural course of eoimnerec. 1 will not affirm that the 
encouragement, given by the present slate of (he iiiailvets, will 
ensure immediate alnindanee to any demand; for, like commerce 
in general, its fluctuations, to be natural, imisl he progressive. But 
this 1 will affirm, that the sudden and imeommon extension pro¬ 
moted hy ilie loan in ((ueslion, will he the means of overstocking 
the market, and of involving (he speculation in difficulties, greater 
even than it before experienced, from a similar cause. Many will 
be ruined, beyond the redemption of goveniracnt even; for their 
ruin licing caused hy su|)erabundance, to extend further support 
to llh‘ planter would only be to continue, or rather to increase. 
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the evil, by a ccitain and increasing loss, both to tlie Company and 
the individual. The consequciicfts are evident. Stagnation, at¬ 
tended with effeet.s so .serious, tliat a revival of’ tlii.s very valuable 
commerce canm t soon be expected. And when it shall conva¬ 
lesce, its re-establishment, from a)>pi'ehen.sioii of similar fate, will be 
more ])rogiessivr than r'vcr. As extension, since our late difficul¬ 
ties, has been fo iurd to be slower even than infantine progression, 
so will it be found henceforward, that every subsequent relapse 
will be attended with still more fatal ellects than the preceding 
one. 

“ I admit oui poverty, that indeed I might say, we arc not 
only totally destivute of capital of our own, but perhaps not less 
than a million sb rling below par. Nay, 1 will admit further, that 
the capital oflcred to us by means of the loan in que.stion, is far 
more advantageous to us, 1 mean tire terms of it, than any funds 
we can otherwise obtain. But it is tiiis \ ery circumstance, this 
apparent solecism, the facility of this loan, causing sudden and 
uncommon oxtemion of the maim fact ure, beyond all possible de¬ 
mand, that will ullimately prove far more iiijiirious to us, than the 
loans supplied by houses of agency even. For, although the 
houses of agi uty parlici[)ate largely in ilie profits of the planter, 
the capital eiuiiloycd is, couiparalivoly, small; consequently, the 
scale of mauiil'acture, although hitherto iuvariiibly sufficient for 
the demand, conliiied williiu rea.soirahle hounds; which circum¬ 
stance promises more to ensure a certain and independent capital, 
and to place this branch of couiuierce upon a better footing ulti¬ 
mately, than a measure so extensive in its operation, as the loan in 
question, were the terms of it even more liberal than they are. 

“ If indeed it be the wish of llie Company, to promote the per¬ 
manent success of this very valuable branch of commeice, and 
they will consent to forego a temporary for a perraam^nt advan¬ 
tage, there is. in my humble opinion, a mode as obvious as it is 
consistent with true principles of commerce—I mean a reduction 
of the heavy duties it at present labours under; and, admitting 
our poverty, that in fact our credit is so low, as in the opinion of 
Government to require public support, where is the policy of 
loading u.s with burdensome ta.xes? It is, in truth, neither more 
nor less, than relieving distress with one hand, and robbing it with 
the other. 

“ To consider, then, the true interests of this valuable commerce, 
which interests are inseparable from those of the Company and the 
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empire ;it lar ^e, M'ould it not be wise, in tiie first iiititncc, to relieve 
it from oppressive taxes? Proeei'iliii"; tliiis on just eoinincrcial 
jirincipbrs, we slioulit aseeiiain wliellter, to promote :u)et|iiate 
supply, exiriionimarv support Ij<‘ really iiecessary; or w lrellier, 
^radttally mol nettirally impiovinu m slrengllt, tbrimrl rrfion the 
lirm basis of our own eaprial, exlrmsion, almost beyoini present 
(alenlalron, mil eei lainly besonil lire |io\vei of eom|)i lilioii, will 
not be tire er nseipieiiee. 

“ Willi yi II, Sir, so coiiveisanl with lire niiparalleled capability 
<kf these proviiieis, as well fioin iine.oiiiiiioii fertility of soil as 
eompai'titivellow |)iiee of labour, lo alford any of their iiatiirnl 
or mam 1 fact 11 red produels, there cannot exist a doubt that we must 
iiiidersell the whole world: that by nature this eoiintry is entitled 
lo the exclusive su|iply of all I’nrope with this valuable article of 
commerce; iind ;f we have not. already attained Ibis desirable 
■•ilnalioii, that it ii lo be ascribed to cireinnslances of enibarrass- 
iiient, which the nicasiire in (jucstion eaiinnl remove, hut on the 
i outrar\,as 've hnow Iroiii experience, mii t inerease. It is lo be 
hoped, liowever, that j'liveriimeiil will proni il wilii a decree of 
caution in tne meastiie under eonsideralion, eommcnsnrule with 
its importance; that they will, in the tirst iiislanee, ascertain wlic- 
ther the sup| ly of inditjo for many years jvasi, indeed almost from 
its first establisbineiil in these provinces, have not been eipial to 
the demand in Eiii n|ie? Whether planlms have not, for a series of 
years, labouied under oreat diflicullics, fioui lire circumslauce of 
the markets in lanope beiii!^ over slocked? Wliat the (jiiaiitily of 
indigo expof'ed last year was, when Govcrmiiciit made no loan to 
planters? aii'l wlietlier that tpiaiilily is supposed to be a suHicient 
supply for the market in laiglaiid? 'J'lie result of such inquiries 
would deter nine, wlietlier extension lie necessary, and if it be, 
whether the degree of extension leqiiisile is not likely to be 
effected, witl out publle assistance. 

“ As an individual, wIiDse iiileresi it is, to be particularly well 
iicquaiiited with file system of fimmcc, iiiidei present cireumslances, 
best calculated to ensure success lo this, at some future period, 
great source of wealth to iJie Ibilish eiiipiri', t have endeavoured 
to expliiiii, (n a general principle of coinnieree, in wiiat manner 
it is likely lo be atfecteii liy the ineasiire miller eousiileratioii; for 
it is not to be ex|)ected, that in the various ami eonstaiit occupa¬ 
tions of your sitiailioii, you can have leisure lo retieet niucb ou a 
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brancli of commerce, the real value of which is yet unknown even 
to those most interested in its welfare. 

“ From the arguments I have made use of, it may possibly he 
concluded, that my own fiiiids are independent, and therefore, 
from sordid motives, I wish to exclude others from that aid I do 
not myself require. On tiie contrary, I assure you, 1 regularly 
receive advances from an house of agency, and hesitate not to 
assert that I pay higher terms of agency, tlian any other itlanter in 
these provinces eitlier now does, or ever did. 1 speak, from the 
sincerity of my heart and t!ic best of my judgment, the true iiv 
terests of this important braiicii of commerce, and of every 
planter, are aftected by a loan so uniimited in its operation. 

“ I have the pleasure to remain, 

“ My dear .Sir, 

“ Yours, very sincerely, 

“ Alkx. 'Nowei.!,. 

“ G. H. Barlow, F..sq. 

“ Calcutta." 


T/te PETITION (j/'A lexander Nowi:ll, Indigo Planter, to 
the Ilonuurab/e the Court of Directors, of the United Company 
of England trading to the East Indies, humbly sheweth, 

That whereas your petitioner did, in tlie year 17.92, obtain 
leave from the late Marquis Cornwallis to resign the military ser¬ 
vice on your establishment at Bengal, in wliich he had served 
many years, and further, did obtain his I.ordsliip’s permission to 
remain in India; 

That your Petitioner did, in the same year, 1 7 92, settle in the 
district of Tirhoot, and province of Baliar, as an indigo planter. 
That by the great encouragement given by your Honourable Court 
ami your Government abroad, to indigo jdanlers, by granting 
licences, enabling them to purchase lands of the natives, for the 
purpose, exclusively, of erecting factories tor the manufacture of 
indigo, us well as by paragraphs of general letters of your Honour¬ 
able Court, at different periods, to your (iovernment abroad, for 
the purpose of promoting the extension of tliis valuable commerce, 
which paragraphs were published by your said Government; your 
Petitioner was induced, iu common with many other industrious 
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nitn, to erect and estahlisli indigo factories, on a scale whicit had 
no equal in any other part of the world! For your Petitioner, 
depending on his own industry, and relying implicitly on that pro¬ 
tection, which had so encouraged and promoted liis speculatious, 
was convinced, that under such auspices, Fast India indigo must 
soon completely put down tlie competition of every other eountry; 
and although perfecily aware, lliat the uneommon eapahilify of 
your proriiifi s to produce the arliele he laid so extensively em¬ 
barked in, would ill all probability create excels, to an exelusive 
.situation even, your Petitioner was not afraid to take his chance 
with his brother planters, in the natural fliictnations inseparable 
from all mercantile pursuits. But your Petitioner, as your Ho- 
nouiahle Coui’t must he aware, could not, from a conduct in your 
Honourahle Court, and your f Jeivcvnmcnt abroad so encouraging, 
possibly expect that your Honourable Court would at any time 
lose sight of that interest you liad so warmly espoused, mucli less 
that your Honourahle Court would at any time embark in, or un¬ 
dertake to do, any thing in or eonceruing this valuable hraneh of 
connaercc fatal to its best intere.sls, and inevitably ruinous to a 
body of men, who had, with infinite iahour, and adventure unpre¬ 
cedented, brought it to an unrivalled stale of perfection. 

Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly solicits the atlention of 
your Honourable Court to the cmidition of himself and others, 
indigo planters in general, as affected by the jvurchase of Itidigo 
on the spot by the Company, or advancing for the same, as causing 
most ruinous extension of the inanufaetuie; as yonr petitioner begs 
leave more particularly to state, by the accompanying letters, 
nnmhercd 1 and 2*, to which your Petitioner craves the most 
serious attention of your Honourahle Court. 

And your Petitioner, relying on the justice and consideration of 
your Honourahle Court, most humbly hojies that your Honour¬ 
able Court will, by the present opportunity, signify to your Co- 
vernraenl at Bengal, your inlenlioii neither to advance fur the 
manufacture of, nor to purchase, indigo in future. Yonr Peti¬ 
tioner is the more sanguine (if he oxmld for a moment suppose 
your Honourable Court could consider i\ny thing in competition 
with the general ami more enlarged interests of this valuable com¬ 
merce) that his prayer w ill he attended to, when it must be ob¬ 
vious to your Honourable Court, he liumhly presumes, as well 
from the arguments contained in his letters above alluded to, as 

• The letters here alUiOed to are those which precede tliis petition. 

S 
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perlwps from die I'xjierience of your Honouuble Court, that u 
Iraile in this article cannot be advantageous to tlie Honourable 
Company, but, on the contrary, iiiiist ultimately be greatly pre¬ 
judicial to their interest, and to the interests of the empire at large, 
(Signed) Alkx. Nowell. 

ISfA ApriJ, tail, 

43, iVimpok Street. 


Reph/ of the Court of Dirkotors to the fore^ow^ Pet it mi. 

“ SIR, 

“ Tnii Court of Directors of the East India Company have con¬ 
sidered your letter, reciting several circumstances, which have at- 
tendeil the manufacture of indigo within tlie provinces of Bengal 
and Bahar, during the last twenty yeais, and calling the attention 
of the Court to the condition of yourself anef others, indigo 
planters in general, as atlected by the purchase of indigo on the 
spot by the Company, or advancing for the same, and requesting 
the Court will signify to the Governor-General in Council their 
intention, neither to adyance for the maimractufc of, nor to pur¬ 
chase indigo in future; aud I am directed to acquaint yon, that 
the Court have paid due attention to the subject, and are of opi¬ 
nion, that it is incunihcnt on them, to coutimie the commerce of 
Indigo to such extent us may suit the Company’s general views of 
trade; and that in so doing they arc fully satisfied, they do not in 
any manner contravene the liberal policy, which has ever governed 
them ill respect to indigo planters. 

‘‘ I am. Sir, 

“ Your most obedient Inimblc Servant, 

(Signed) “ J. Kamsay, Sec.” 

East India Uouxe, 
litli June, 1811. 

“ In addition to the arguments contained in the foregoing peti¬ 
tion and letters, on the subject of the Company interfering in the 
commerce of indigo, Mr. Nowell might (indeed he deems it an 
omission that he lias not) have noticed more particularly the un¬ 
fortunate and jiecniiar condition of tlie planter, who, in all cases, 
and in all events, is bound to his siieculution, by the large capital 
invested in dead stock and out-standing balances; the only chance 
of redeeming which is the coutinuaiice in his undertaking. He 
cannot, like the general tnerchuiit, whose warehouses caii equally 
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’ivell receive any article of commerce, iiiul wliose capital is equally 
applicable to all, ranye at lar};e in a general commerce. The 
peculiarity of ibis comiition, Mr. Nowell humbly hopes, would, if 
submitted (o a superior and protection power, be deemed worthy 
of the most seriojis consideration. As would, Mr. N. humbly 
lio])cs, tin? cireimisfance of the Company’s servauls, armed as they 
necessarily are with imperial power, oiauutacfui iug imligo, on their 
own private arcouut, on terms, of course,, far more advantageous 
than the ii iligo planter, w ho possesses no such uncommonly advan¬ 
tageous, advciitilion.s, situation, greatly, no doubt, to the preju¬ 
dice of the industrious planter. 

“ Mr. Now( 11 further begs leave to refer the reader to an article, 
page 74 of the “ Romarhs on Ibe. Observations of the Chairman 
and Deputy Cliairmaii of the Cast India Company, on tire Evidence 
respecting the Private Trade.'’ In this referenee, however, Mr. 
Nowell does not conceive, that the intevesis of this commerce are 
so well nrulorslood as they are hy himsell; Imt there will he found 
in it somtwhat more (d’ the history <d’this devolcil article, as well 
as of the policy w'hieh has iiivariahly iiilliieneed the East India 
Conrpany in every act of their inteifercnce, which Mr. Nowell, 
of necessity, ahslained from. Mr. Nowell, on the contrary, dif¬ 
fers cntiiely I’roin I lie observations and conclusions contained in 
tile .irticle rcfl rrcd to, tending to allow' to the Company the merit 
of belief ttiiig this coiuincree, by the means they, at any time, 
alforded <d'estending the speculations in it: Mr. Now'cll means 
all maim ' 1 - nfassistance or interference tieyond the licences to erect 
jiiaimfaeiories.” 


Tiic a tide on indigo in the work above referred to, is us follows. 
“ INDKiO. 

“ Upon this subject the Chairman and Deputy state, that ‘ the 
inercharts and their advocates have not been backward in claiming 
a large proportion of credit, for liaviiig originally introduced, and 
brought to jicrfection, an article w'liicb now liears so distinguished 
a feature in the list of Asiatic iin|)orts;' and a quotation is made 
from seme authority imt cited in continuation of this claim. The. 
passage thus digressively epioted, may not be critically accurate in 
respect to the recency of cultivation; but it is obvious that general 
cultivation was intended by the author, in which sense the assertion 
is maiiilainable. 
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“ In refutation of this quoted passage, the Directors have gone 
into a long historical dissertation, to satisfy the Ilonourahle Coni- 
niittec, that ‘ India produced indigo from time immemorial,’ and 
that it owes its present extension and success, to the fostering 
hand of the Company. As the introduction of this dissertation 
rrpon indigo was not called for hy any part of the evidence, upon 
which ‘ the Observations' are professedly made, it can only be 
ascribed to the desire of monopolizing the merit of bringing this 
drug to jrerfectioir, from which the revenue now reaps a large be¬ 
nefit; but the merchants, on behalf of their absent constituents, 
beg leiue to insist, that the merit may be justly shared between 
the Company and the private enllivators, though they and the 
nieichants think in no equal degree, as they hojre to be able to 
show. 

“ After the Company hjrd entered into a conti'uct with an indi¬ 
vidual in 1779, and purchased indigo of other eultivators, hy 
which essay they acknowledge to have incurred ‘ a loss of up¬ 
wards of i'80,000,’ they agreed to' leave it to ‘ their servants, 
and those who lived under their protection, to serve as a safe and 
legal channel for remitting their forttmes to this country.’ 

“ The Ilonourahle Committee will estimate, as they see cause, 
the extraorcliiiary liberality iu this rcliuquishmenl and concession; 
but wiibout pretending to the least merit, the niercliants conceive, 
that had any speculation of theirs been attetidcd by the like disad¬ 
vantage, they must, in common discretion, have adopted precisely 
the same line of conduct. 

“ It is added, however, that the, Conqtany did not cease to stand 
forward, and afford their assistance, in the way of loan, to the 
culvitators, ‘ which enabled them to j)ersevere in their exertions.' 

“ It is acknowledged, that the Company have the merit of 
having made advances of money to the nianufactarers of this 
article, repayable from the sales in Europe; iior is it <lisputcd, that 
these advances occasioned an extension of the e ultivalion of indigo. 
The mercliants arc as willing to allow the Company ‘ every degree 
of merit, to which they have well founded pretensions, as the 
Chairman and Deputy Chairman profess themselves willing to 
concede to the merchants ; but they deem it necessary to tlie in- 
forruatiou of the Honourable Committee, to state, that tlie rate 
of exchange at which these advances were re|>ayable to the Com¬ 
pany in London, was an advantageous rate, and that they believe 
they do not greatly err in asserting, that few other channels of re- 
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(iiittanrc from Bias^al, if any, resorted to by tbe C(im]vany, yielded 
ho good a ))rofi( as tli<‘se loans on indigo, wliile the cultivators 
were by no means exempt from incoiiveniiaiccs, arising from the 
lernis to winch they were held, in llic execiilion of their contracts. 

“ Tlie encouragement is iiexeriliele.ss admitted, as tending to 
promote the extnision of the cultivation of this article, and that 
very expensive factories were conscinicntly constructed, which, 
being once I'liilt, recpiired to ho worked aueaially, to jnevcnt their 
Calling to decay, even when the jnoduce of these exertions was 
not saleabh; at a profit. 

“ At one ))eriod, indigo became greatly depreciated in the Euro¬ 
pean markets, and extretnely heavy were tlie losses sustained by all 
parties concerned, e.xceptiiig tin- Honourable Company, whose re- 
iinhursctnenl was fixed at a favourable exchange. 

“ If ever encouragement wa.s most essentially desirable, it was 
surely then, when, by the aid of the Company’s loans to the culti¬ 
vators, large sums luid heeti sunk in creeling works, to such an 
extent indeed, that the majority, if not all, had involved so miicli 
of tlicir capi' ds, as to he driven to very ruinous expedient.s, for tlie 
I purpose of ri ising the uece.ssary funds for persisting in their (pjie- 
rations, ’o wl ieh they forpxsaw aprofitahic termination. 

“ At this (ritieal juiietiire, the. fostering purse of the Company 
was closed, /tfter struggling with ditliculty, and snrmoanting every 
(iiscour.igement for many year.s, the indigo cidtivators once more 
began to rcajp the advantages of ihcir activity ami perseverance, 
when it was deemed exju-dieiit, that the Company shoulil hecome 
im])orters on (heir own account, which they .still continue to he, 

“The merchants do not mean to argue (hat (here was any injus¬ 
tice in this determination, of t'nd''avour«ng tip heneiit the Cominmy 
by the favour ible change wliicli had taken place iiithis branch of 
Asiatic commerce, tlHPng!i thc-y might, in tln;ir turn, complain of 
‘ inlerfevence.’ They sliould he ch'.scrtiiig the groimds they hold 
on this subject in general, were they to complain of a fair compe¬ 
tition on meicaiifple principles; hut of smdi competition they arc 
not afraid. Yet they must contend, that the. merit of having ex¬ 
tended their snpppprt to the indigo planters, on such very disinte¬ 
rested princiiries as ‘ their Ob.sei vatioiis,’ insinuate, is considerably 
diminished by the circumstances here stated.’’ 
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EXTliACTS relating to the Pepper Track in AlelalKti, 
it'ith a eoneise Abstract of certain Proceedings in d ra- 
vaneore. 

following exlracts from (lie Report of the Joint Commis¬ 
sioners from Uengal and ftombay, in the years 17.92 and 1793, will 
suffice to show the sjhrit in which the Company’s Hejrper 'I'rade in 
Malabar has been carried on. 

Para. “ CXXXIX. In (he extracts that have been inserted in (he 
eighty-first paragraph, from the Clovenior of Bombay’s instructions 
to the Commissioners, General Abercrondry refers to the Raja’s 
breach of ‘ the most essential article of their engagements, in rela¬ 
tion to the exclusive trade of (he country, as most of the pepper 
this season’ that is for the Malabar year pd”, ‘ was clandestinely 
sold,' and that some compact of this nature must have been un¬ 
derstood on both sides (though no where, as far as we have seen 
directly or fortually stipidated) is plainly inferrible, not only from 
the preceding quotation, but from .Sir Ifobert Abereromby’s pre. 
vious communication to the same Rajas, recorded in the book 
of Persian correspondence ; whence it a}ipears that, as early as in 
the month of Deccndier, 1791, i'e addressed a circular letter to 
the Rajas of Calicut, Cartinaad, Cottiote, and Chericul, calling 
upon them, ‘ in compliance with the express engagements they 
had entered into with Government, that the Company shall have 
the exclusive right to the whole of the trade of their countries, 
whether of pepper, or of any other article of commerce,’ to issue 
immediate orders to their subjects, not otherwise to dispose of the 
former; and even before the receipt of this requisition, the Calicut 
Raja appears to have advised the Governor, in November of 
that year, of his having issued orders to prevent his merchants 
from selling their pepper to others than the Company, on no less 
a penalty, as he ostentatiously and insincerely writes, than death ; 
notwithstanding which, the greater part of this precious commo¬ 
dity, termed Malabar money, w'as during the same season sold in 
a manner deemed, by the Honourable Company’s representatives, 
clandestine ; which was, however, but very little more than was to 
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1)6 oxjmi ltd, wliilit its owners were templed at all hazards to 
siiivi«“lt; it into the Frcneli colony of Mahe, where they were paid 
for it at llic rale of 175 rupees pta- randy, whilst the Company had 
limited to 13(i, the price tliey would allow to lie given for it on 
their own acci)iirit.” 

“ CXJ^V. The commission next deleniiiiied to fix on a mode 
wkh the Norlhern llajas, for llie provi,ioii of tliis article, conceni- 
ing which, they were informed hy Mr.'I’aylor, the cliief of Telli- 
cherry, and Collector General of that divi.sioii of the country, 
that in Ilyder and TipyKto’s time, when liie'Circar took their jmo- 
|>ortion of yieyiyier (heing one half of the produce) tlic Rajas them- 
si lves exacfetl the otliertnoiely, promising to he accountable for its 
price to the proprietors; lliis they however so very ill yierfomied, 
as to occasion much public oppies-sioii, in the constant struggle 
which tlms ayipears to have been kept uyi, rclaiivc to this precious 
commodity; whicli was likely to become still greater, by the 
increasing demand for it in the linroyie market, insomuch, that 
it was then (i. c. in Seyit. 1792) j>urchasing at Malic, at 175 rupees 
per candy, wliilst I he Company’s limited price was (as already ob¬ 
served) only ilia rupees; but Mr. Taylor gave it as his ojiiiiiou, 
tliat by giving witlijn ten rujices of the frciieli ))urchasing prices, 
or lt)5 rupees per candy, the owners would ratlier sell it at that 
small (lis idvantage to the Comyiaiiy, Ilian mn the risk of smug¬ 
gling, And to show that the Ilonourahle Company would still 
he gainers at this rate by the sales in llnglaiid, he adverted to the 
high jirice it bore tliere, of ‘Ai. per Ih. siihmiHiug thereon a calcu¬ 
lation to the Comiiiissioners, wlierehy, supposing it to yield only 
lx. S/l and that a .shiy) carried 'JOOO candies, this would produce 

. 1,00,000, ami if valued at 2,v. 1,‘10,000, or at a medium of 
the two |)riccs 1,10,000, from which deducting the (mrehase in 
India at ilia rupees, making on ‘2000 candies 3,;jO,OOo rupees, or 
in jrouiid'i sterling (at Qs. 3(/. per rupee) T.37,12.5, and estimating 
the tonnage to aiiiount, on (i70 Jons, at d.'.2() lOs. each, to 
of .17,755, there would only reiiiaiu to he deducted out of the 
large mercantile profit, that would hence, result, the charges of 
merchandize in India and Europe, and the Government duty in 
England; on whicli view of the case the Commissioners authorized 
Mr. Taylor to buy, at ItiO rupees the candy, 200 candies of the 
yneceding year’s crop, which would otherwise have found its way 
into Mahe; and tliey issuetl circular iivjuuetions to all the northern 
Rajas, to secure tlie pcpyjer for the Comyiany, and not to let the 
Ereneli have any.” 
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“ CXLVll. IVoni tlie refleclioiis, lliert forc, that appear to have 
arisen on the above, oc.casion, ami tinding that if merchants were 
cmplojeil t-o colliTt llie pepper, they nnist be iiidnigeij in the 
exercise of a {.jie.iter autliority than it might be safe to enlnist to 
tlieni, tlie Coiimii'--i(>ners determined, in October l/IJ'-!, to em¬ 
ploy and trust to tlic lla jdvS, for that purchase, in the northern conti- 
Iries, in like manner as they had done to the Zamoriu’s minister 
in the southern and in the view of hohling out the greater co¬ 
co lira ■'cmerit to tlie future culture of the vines as well as to the 
])reseiit jiejiper owners, to deal honestly with tlie Company, and 
not otherwise to dispose of any part of their proihiee, it was deter¬ 
mined to reliiKpiish and abolish in favour of the cultivator, through¬ 
out all the ceded countries, the Company's or Government’s right 
to the tax on pepper, i. c. to a consideralion either in kind or jn 
money erpTal to one half of the cro)); and tliat through the agency 
ofthe Rajas aforesaid,thewholc or both sliares ofthis pepper should 
he secured for the Company, at the price, which was now settled to 
be paid for it, of five rupees per inaiind, or 100 rupees pefTelli- 
cherry candy of 6'40 pounds: wlierehy the Commissioners esti¬ 
mated that the pepper growers would he materially benefited ac¬ 
cording to a calculate which they made, on the footing ofa maund, 
or tile '*’otli part of a candy, of pepper being according to the 
inland prime cost, or the market price, worlli six rupees to the 
Proprietor, for which, on the whole of his crop, he did only how¬ 
ever realize three rupees, since the other moiety was taken for its 
tax by Govoriiiiient; whereas having now no such tax to pay, 
ami receiving five rupees a maund for his entire produce, he would 
prove thereby a gainer of two rupees per maund; but however spe¬ 
ciously fair amt alluring tliis tiicory might appear upon paper, it 
very materially miscarried in the execution, as will be noticed in its 
jiroper place.’’ 

“ CXLVllI. Meanwhile Major Dow had concluded with the 
Raja of Travencore, (whose country is supposed to yield commu- 
nibiis annis 8000) a pepper contract for .isys candies, including the 
arrears of former years, as per the undermentioned particulars 
extracted from tlie contract. 
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(00 Candies at K9 rupees (customs included as 


per ancient agreements). 57,400 

1300 Ditto at 100 rupees each. 1,30,000 

Customs on ditto at two rupees 

per candy... 2,600 

•- 1,32,600 

2000 Ditto at 140 rupees each. 2,80,000 

Customs at two ditto per candy 4,000 

- - 2,84,000 

Total 4,000 Candies of the present contract —- 

for rupees. 4,74,000 

Add 1,39ft Ditto for the estimated amount 
of former unfulfilled contracts, 
at 100 rupees per candy....... 1,39,800 

Customs on ditto at two rupees 

per candy. 2,796 

- “ 1,42,596 

Total S,39« Candies to l)e delivered in 1793 — 

for rupees.. 6,16,596 


Making the average price for the 4,000 candies of the new con¬ 
tract turn out 118 rupees per candy.” 

“ Cl.XXXII. Of the pepper contract above noticed to have at 
this period taken place between General Abcrcromby the Governor 
of Bombay, and the Raja of Travencore, your Lordship is no doubt 
already fully advised ; and therefore we shall only briefly notice, 
in addition to the former intimation concerning it in the Bengal 
Commissioners' already quoted address of the 5th of January, that 
it is for 3000 candies annually for a period of ten years certain, 
and at the price of 117 Bombay rupees per candy, inclusive of two 
rupees per candy for tlie customs." 

“ CCX. Having from the 145lh to the 147th paragraph, pointed 
out the means adopted by the Commissioners from Bombay for 
securing the pepper of the year 961, or 1792-3, we have to observe, 
that however promising that plan may have theoretically appeared, 
and however the execution of it was afterwards attempted to be 
ensured, by guards of sejroys and by armed boats and denuncia¬ 
tion of the severest punishment against all private dealers; still it 
was soon perceived, when the season arrived for the reaping this 
article, (that is, as early as towards the latter end of January, 1793) 
that the pepipCr was on all sides, and especially in the Northern 

T 
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Dislrids, tailing ib natural course to the? best markets, witliout the 
mvners at all considering, that the inland market price, which the 
llajas were to purchase it at for the C’otnpaiiy, viz, tOO rupees 
j)er candy, proved in fact to them as well as to the Company erpial 
to rupees ‘200 (which is as high as private purchasers would give 
for it) since the said pepper growers were to be paid, or at least 
it was the object of the plan to pay tlieni, for the whole of their 
produce at that rate, instead of only for the one half, and of 
(lovernment's, or their llajas, taking (as had been usual) the other 
half for their revenue; hut whetlier immediate appetite for gain 
blinded tliese landholders, and prevented their equitably reterriug 
in their own minds to this calrulaiiou, or whether (as seems more 
])rohable) they could place little or no ciniticlence, either on re¬ 
ceiving from the llajas the jrayinciil intended by flovernment, or 
that these latter would (whatever the C(jiu|>aiiy’s servants might 
intend) at all excuse the revenue usually payable on their vines ; 
certain it is, that we soon perceived, unless more clfectual measures 
were resorted to, than trusting to the fidelity of these Rajas’ agency 
in behalf of Government, the Company would have got little or 
no pepper, had wc not, in the month of rehrnary, employed well- 
informed native merchants, supported by Company’s civil servants, 
to proceed into the several districts of Che.iicul and Cottiote, Ike. 
and to secure and (lay for what still remained in them; and after 
all only about t ,;)30 candies were procured from all the Northern 
Districts, which is less by nearly 200 than Mr. Taylor, the Chief 
ol Tellirlierry, had been usually able to purchase in former years, 
by giving the fair market price; and in the Southern Districts, 
which are known to yield at least I ,.jOO canrlies, only 4'J3| can¬ 
dies were received; so that reckoning, at a moderate valuation, 
the product of this year’s crop to have been in both divisions 
eipial to 4,500 candies, not nearly one half was procured for 
Government; in view to all which, and upon consideration of tlie 
opinion of your Lordship in Council, under date the 14tli of 
February, that ‘ you will be hajipy, if it shall hereafter appear 
that the restraints against a free trade in pepper may he removed, 
without incurring too great a risk of disappuintmeiit to the Com¬ 
pany’s investiment,’ we determined, since it had thus evidently 
appeared, how very ineftcctiial and even detrimental to the ftirllier- 
ance of our Honourahie employers' interests the attempting to force 
this trade had proved, to relinquish all idea of maintaining this 
monopoly in time to come, of which we issued public notice on 
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the 13th of April 1793, minouncinj' that the Company would 
limit its future daims in this arlide to the moiety in kind, which 
they are entitled to as the Sovereign ; leaving to the owners freely 
to dispose of the other moiety at their own option ; and it afforded 
us much satisfaction to find by your Lordsliip’s letter to the Go¬ 
vernor of Homhay, under dale the. 17th of March, that in having 
adopted this measure, we had aetetl conl'onnid)ly to the sentiments 
entertained on the suhjei’t by your l.ordship, as well as to those 
of General Abercromhy, a.s expressed to us during his stay on 
this coast.” 

The Commissioners having entered into an agreement with the 
Raja of Chericul for tlie revenue of his district for the year 
1793-4, by which he was to pay to the Company, on lliis ac¬ 
count, the sum of 1,-25,300 rupees, the following arrangement is 
reported to have taken place, in respect to the pepper of this 
district. 

“ CCLVl. But in the meanwhile we sought to make the most 
of the terms to which the Raja had agreed, by causing him to 
understand, and consent, that the Honourable Company should 
receive half of the pepper annually produced from the vines, 
for which he was to obtain a deduction in the amount of his 
payable Juinma at the rate of 100 rupees a candy; which being 
less, by at least ^d, than the most ordinary average rate of the 
market price at the sea ports, would therefore, on Ihe 200 candies, 
which llieit moiety may for the ensuing year be reasonably ex¬ 
pected to amoutit to, operate as a real and effective increase of 
ten thousand rupees to tfie Jumma, so as to render it fairly esti¬ 
mable at 1,35,000 rupees, which would be annually augmenting, 
in proportion as the exjjeclcd re-eslabli.shment of the full growth 
and former exteiition of the cultivation of pepper should be pro¬ 
moted." 

“ CCLVl 1. And we considered, as a further advantage acquired 
on this occasion to the country, the Raja’s stipulating in writing, 
to allow the cultivators of the pepper to dispose of the remaining 
moiety thereof at their own free option to the highest bidders, 
instead of obliging lliern (as had hillierto been for the mo.st part 
the established practice with Ihe Malabar Rajas) to dispose of 
it to himself, at a base or perhaps no price; so that, by tlie sale 
of this valuable coniinodity, these MKitCANTiLE and mono- 
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poLlziNG SOVEREIGNS * used to derive to themselves large 
advanfas'es, to the general impoverishment of their districts.” 

“ CCLVIll. But the present Raja now also agreed to(pnouuce, 
in future, all dealings as a merchant,” &c. &c. 

“ CCCCVIII. In the 155th paragraph we have already stated 
that, with a view to this desirable object, we had, soon after the 
junction of the Commissioners from Bengal with those of Bom¬ 
bay, declared the trade in all articles but pepper to be free; 
and in the 210th paragraph we have mentioned the publication 
which we issued on the 15th of April 1793, announcing that the 
Company would in future limit its claims on this article to the 
moiety in kind, which as sovereign they are entitled to: in the 
tenor of which publication, we have also since been induced, on 
the opinion and report of the Supravisor, to admit for the present, 
and by way of experiment, of a degree of alteration, so far as to 
agree to his proposal that the Company’s revenue on this article, 
consisting of half of the pepper produced, sliall for the year 969, 
or 1793-4, be (according to the most usual praclice of that divi¬ 
sion) taken in kind (under the precautions as to ils estimate that 
are pointed out in the voucher, No. 103) only in the Northern 
Districts, which are estimated to yield about two-thirds of the 
entire annual crop of the province; and that for the residue, con¬ 
sisting of the quantity grown in the Southern Districts, the fixed 
nugdee, or money rent of three gold fanams per vine, shall be 
collected, and the parties thereon left free to sell their produce 
either to the Company or to any others who may bid the highest 
for it; in agreeing to which deviation from our original plan, 
we have been principally swayed by the belief, not so much that 

• It is curious here to observe, bow fluently the Company’s servants can 
vilify “ MEKCANTiLE and monopolizinc soveheigns” when not speaking 
of their own masters, the East India Company. The author of these para¬ 
graphs, once in his life, wrote to the Commercial Board at .Surat, that 
“ on general principles the Honourable the Governor in Council was 
averse to interpose any rules for controling the trade, or the prices of the 
raw niati rial, being of opinion, with all the best authorities on civil polity, 
that the more commerce is, in every branch of it, left to find its own level, 
the more will it prosper to the geiieial advantage of all those interested in 
it.” Notwithstanding the conviction here expressed in general principles, 
this person was tlrrorrghout the whole of Iris long administration, in prac¬ 
tice, the most decided and zealous snpporter of the Company’s monopo- 
Jizrrrg sovereign trade in all its branches, hath internal and external.~3uch 
is the inevitah'e effect of the system here treated of. 
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the Datives to the southward would (as Mr, Fanner apprehends) 
dislike as an innovation, the delivery of the moiety of their pepper 
to Government in kind ; as iVum a view to tlie advantage derivable 
for making, for one year, an experiment of tlie two modes in the 
different parts of the country; from the result of which, a conclu¬ 
sion may be drawn, as to which will in future be the best permanent 
mode of nianagement for this important, and primary article, 
among those with which Malabar is almost exclusively blessed," 

“ CCCCIX. As connected with the subject of the preceding 
paragi apli we have next to observe, in continuation of that of 
Mr. Page and Mr. Borldam’s attempted negotiation with the Raja 
of Cochin (noticed in the 161st paragraph) for the pepper of hU 
country, that after a long correspondence between us and Mr. 
Powney (the principal parts of which stand recorded in the 
voucher. No. 2 '2, already referred to) the Raja has agreed to de¬ 
liver as much pepper annually to the Company, from that part of 
his country lying to the nortiiward of the Travancore lines, as the 
researches and local examinaliou to be this ensuing year made by 
the agents of our Government, shall ascertain to he the produce, 
for wliicli he is to be paid at the rate of 115 rupees per candy." 

“ CCCCX. As to its present enhanced value in the market, 
and the gre.it competition that continues for it, the preceding no¬ 
tices ill the 1 15th and '2101!) paragraphs need not be repeated; but 
there is no doubt that it last year sold at Mahe at about 200 rupees 
per candy." 


Of the two different inodes of taxation above mentioned in 
the 408th paragraph, it may be briefly noticed, that the latter, 
or three gold fauams per pepper vine, at length prevailed gene¬ 
rally ; whilst of this rale, and of its relative proportion to the 
ascertained average produce of an extensive vineyard, we have 
the following authentic information in the public records. 

ExtracUfrom a Letter from the principal Collector in Mala¬ 
bar to his Assistant employed on a revenue Survey of l?u 
Jlhandaterra District, dated \ 6th April, l80d, 

“ Tlie average of pepper calculateil on the produce of from 
<5000 to 23,000 vinos, during a period of six years per vine, 
is /jr of a pound avoirdupoise weight.’" 

“ It is well known, and clearly ascertained, that the quantity 
of pepper produced in Malabar has decreased beyond all calcu- 
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latiou and belief since the period of Hyder’s conquest. This gia* 
dual decrease seems to liiive cuntimied uninterrupted, througlinuf 
tlie whole period of our own administration; and I can have no 
hesitation in saying, that the exorbitantly high rates of taxation 
are a chief cause. Vines require annual care, or they go to ruin; 
and all former modes have operated to discourage the necessary 
care : the consequences are now felt and obvious, 'flic present or 
former assessment of three gold fanains, or 342 rcas *, iiidis- 
criminately, on a vine whose average gross produce is only worlh 
12 re,as t, is too monstrous to require a comment.” 

In consequence of tliis vast disproportion between the lax and 
actual produce of vines, it beiame necessary in the assessment 
accounts to class, under the head of one vine, a certain number, 
according to their supposed or estimated produce; that is, where, 
ever the vines wore actually counted ; but in most cases a certain 
number of vines were arbitrarily entered in the accounts at the 
discretion of a corrupt or ignorant Native assessor. It is needless 
here to point out the liability of siicli a tax as this to oppression 
on the one hand, and to fraud and error on tlie otlier ; for these 
consequences are quite obvious. Notwilbstauding this enormous 
lax, however, on pc|)per, as long as the Company continued to 
trade in this artide, their purchases of it, even from tlie inhabi¬ 
tants so taxed, continued to be intlucnced by the same spirit as to 
price, as evinced in the preceding extracts, viz. the most perse¬ 
vering efforts, aided, and even enjoined, by the ruling branch of 
their power, to procure the commodity at rates considerably below 
those of the free and open market. 

* Three gold fanams and a half, or 400 reas, go to a Bombay rupee, 
couiinonly valued at 2a. 3d, sterling. 

t This is ttie price of 6- lOths of a pound at the estimated value to the 
cultivator of pepper, who is also tlic payer of the tax. At 180 rupees per 
candy, (he average price paid for it at this time by tlie exporters, the 
value of 6 lOtlis uf a pound would only be 68 rma. Since tbis time, tbe 
(Company having also witlidrawii fiom tbe trade, the price of pepper has 
fallen to 56 i npees per candy, at whieh rale llic value of OTOths of a pound 
would be fit reua. The tax however continues, I believe, to tbe present 
hour uualtr red, viz. tliree faoanis, or 342 reas per vine. 
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TRAVANCORE. 

Ill 179'>. tile Raja executed a treaty to suhsklizc three battalion* 
of Sepoys, one company of European artillery, and two companies 
of Lasi-ars, sit the annual cost of t£.43,<)14. 

From the preceding extract.*, it appears that the Raja w'lis at 
this time bound liy another treaty to the Company, by which he 
agreed to supply the Company annually with 3000 candies of pep¬ 
per, at the rate of 117 rupees per candy. At the time of execut¬ 
ing the subsidiary treaty, some nioditication, I think, took place of 
the pepper ccintract. Not having the record at hand, I can only 
say, from the im|iressioii of niy own memory, that the quantity of 
pepper to be sui>plied was (I believe) augmenleci to 4()00 candies, 
and the priieto 12,5 rupees. At this time, Malahar pepper was 
in so great demand, as to be proverbially termed “ Malabar mo¬ 
ney.” Its market price from 175 to 200 and 220 rupees jier 
candy*. In spite of the heavy lo.ss thus occasioned to the Raja, 
he fulfilled Ids agreement, or with little defieieiiey; under all cir- 
cumstaiice.s, asingularproof of merit,and of fidelity to engagements. 

When the first of the.se contracts was executed in 17.93, there 
was no subsidiary treaty; and it was then stipulated, that the 
Kaja should be paid for his )u*pper chiefly in arms and ac. 
coutrenienfa, bioad-elotb, &c. from the Company’s stores. 
Thougli the pej'jier was rated in the roiilraet at the inadequate 
price of 117 rupees; yet the. goods and stores above mentioned 
were charged to the Raja at the Company's own [irice, tliat is, at 
the rate, at whicli tlie Raja had been tor several preceding years 
charged for these suiiplies. 

After tlie execution of tire subsidiary treaty, it appears, how¬ 
ever, tliat the sulisidy was realized in the way of set-ofl', in tlie 
accounts with tlie Raja for pepper. In fact, it was jiaid in pepper, 
and readily leceived by the Company iu this way, as long as tlie 
price continued high in Europe, and that of the supply far below 
the market price in India; but these circumstances cliangiiig, pepper 
becoming a drug iu Eurojic, and its price in Malabar falling below 
117 rupees per candy, the Company's servants became averse to 
take that pepper, tlirougli which alone the Raja was enaliled to pay 
his subsidy—yet the subsidy was insisted 011. 

* Thi.s is the Malabar price, where tlic caiiil; was wortli alioiit 15 to 90 
rupees more tfian the Travaiicorc canity 
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A series of irritative measures and bickerings ensued, whicli 
occasioned the Company’s Government to be spoken of in Malabar, 
as unjust and oppressive towards the R^ja. Being in Malabar in 
180a, the adjoining province to Travancore, I frequently heard 
this raentioiied in terms of indignation, which surprised me much, 
as coming from the submissive natives of the East. 

Though the Raja was unable to pay the subsidy of 179o when 
his pepper was rejected, and that too in breach, if not of the letter, 
certainly of the understanding, of bis contract, yet another treaty 
was exacted from him in 1805, whereby the subsidy was more, 
than doubled. Still less could this be paid, if the other could not. 
For two years after the execution of this latter treaty, no pay¬ 
ment was made on account of the additional subsidy, although one 
half of it was remitted. The spirit of irritation and animosity in¬ 
creased. Complaints of the harsh conduct of Government to the 
Raja and his ministers spread far and wide. An attempt was 
made on the life of the Resident. Open hostility ensued in 1808, 
which was terminated by the march of a large British force into 
Travancore; but the war was prosecuted by the Travancoreans 
with acts of horrid cruelty and vengeance, which clearly evinced 
the extreme irritation to which their minds had been roused. 

The Rgja, however, w as obliged to submit to tlie terms imposed; 
his Dewaii, Vayloo Tombey, put a period to his existence; 
several of the principal ministers were publicly executed. The 
Raja’s favourite adlicrents and domestics being removed from his 
person, and others substituted, that Were disagreeable to him, he 
soon died of grief and vexation. His heir succeeded j but proving 
not quite so tractable as could be wished, be was deposed, after a 
reign of six mouths, and a Rana, a female, placed in nominal charge 
of the Government. The deposed Raja is banished to Telicherry, 
where he resides, on a small pension. 

The new subsidiary treaty of 1805 had been always repre¬ 
sented as the sole cause of this unhappy war. It stipulated for an 
increase of subsidy in money, which the late Raja and his Dewan 
invariably declared their inability to pay, It was, moreover, a 
breach of the old treaty, which was declared (I believe) to be 
perpetual. It also gave to the British Government the right of 
interfering, at all times, with its advice iu the internal affairs of 
Travancore; and upon certain emergencies, of which the Governor- 
General was himself to judge, full [»ower to assume the direct go¬ 
vernment of the country. The requisition to pay the subsidy in 
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nioiiry fi ll harder upon the. Raja, because the Coiiipahy, in addi¬ 
tion to tlidr own rejection of his pejiper, which was his chief 
means of payiiii' it, liad iioin the year 1800 prohihiled all inter¬ 
course on his part with foreii;ii Enropetins, who were formerly 
the chief |iurchusers of this article. For this there were political 
reasons, in respect at least to onr natural cneinies ; but still it did 
not mitigate the severity of the arrangement to the Raja in a com¬ 
mercial view. 

C’onsirteiing all tliese circumstances, it cannot surprise us to he 
informed, that this treaty was niiifunnly and steadily resisted by 
the Raja and his Devvau for four years, previous to its execution ; 
that it was only executed under the dread of a military force, 
which had been marched fowarrls ’'I’ravaucorc, on the avowed 
plea of (luelling internal distiuljances; that it was constantly 
complained of by letter to tlie Madras (iovernment, from the 
Raja and his Dewan, both previous and sul)ser|nent to its execu¬ 
tion, till their letters were at last rehtrned unopened; and that it 
should have at Icngllt excited irritation in a breast so uncivilized 
as that of tlie Dewan, as to induce him, in the warfare which en¬ 
sued, to commit the most unjustifiable and atrocious acts of bar. 
barity, and the more especially, if true, as asserted, that the war 
was conducted by the Rritish troops, for a time at least, on tlie 
principle of giving no quarter to the Travancoreans*. The war, 

* Independent of the treacherous attempt made by the Dewan on t)ie 
life of the Resident, and whicli of course nothing could justify, it is well 
known, tliat on tlie occasion of Dr. Hume and thirty-three soldiers of his 
Majesty 's I'dth regiment, falling by accident into tbc bands of the Tra- 
vancoreans, ihcy were cruelly massacred, by order of the Dewan. Upon 
these Eiiropmn.s lieing dcnuuuled of him, lie is reported to have replied, 
“ When yon return me first the women and children that were extermi¬ 
nated by Colonel-'s hatt<diuD,tlicn you shall have the Europeans,” This 

refers to the action fought near Quilon, when many thousands of the 'i'ravan- 
coreans were said to have been slain, in coiiseqnciice. of an order issued to 
give no quarter. It may be. beve added, that the wife and daughter of 
Colonel Chalmers, with an infant, fell on this occasion into the hands of the 
Dewan, but they were returned, as report at least stated, without mo¬ 
lestation. 

In lire abstract here given of these tiansactioiis, I hope it may be clearly 
understood, (hat it is far from my intention to throw redectioiis npoii any 
of the individuals concerned in tlieni, on llio part of the British Govern¬ 
ment. I know some of the principal gentlemen personally, and I know 
them to be men of strict integrity and distingnished talents. On this, as 
oil every otlit r similar occasion, it is tlie system, not the persons, that I 
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however, ended in, the complete submission of the Travancorc Go¬ 
vernment; and the successors of the unhappy llaja and his Dewan 
paid up, in 1 8 O 9 , arrears of subsidy, to the amount of 11 lacs of 
rupees. , 

Besides this, the Madras Government determined, that all the 
charges incident to these disturbances in Cochin and Travaucore, 
slionld be defrayed by the Rajas—the Raja of Cochin one-lhird, 
and the Raja of Travaucore two-thirds. 

The ordnance, arms, and military stores taken by the British 
arms in this campaign, were estimated to etpial in iiuantity alt that 
was captured in Mysore. 

The whole annual supply of tobacco (a monopoly in the Raja’s 
hands) on its way from Ceylon to Travaucore was seized, and con¬ 
demned, (I believe) as lawful prize. 

A great deal of property taken in Travaucore was also sold as 
prize property. 

On these transactions, the Madras Government observed, “ that 
under the declarations made in their proclamation, published on 
the advance of the troops into Travaucore, and the subsequent 
conduct of the Raja, which entitled him to tlie benefit of those 
declarations, it was our decided opinion, that wither the property 
of the Itfija, nor any of his subjects could, without a breach of 
public faith, he deemed to be lawful prize, the British Govern¬ 
ment never having consideretl itself at war with the Raja. 

Notwithstanding this proclamation, and the resolution founded 
on it, the Madras Government authorized all the military stores, 
arms, and ordnance, because, as they afterwards thought pro|)er to 
state, these were instruments or means of oft’ence used to opjrose 
the advance of the troops, to be valued, and an equivalent sum to 
be rlistributed as prize-money to the army, which equivalent was 

accuse, being convinced, that as long as the system continues, it never can 
and never will, be executed better, 

P. S. .Since writing the preceding abstract, an official letter from the 
Court of Directors to tlic Government of Fort St. George, dated ^!9th 
September, 1809, on the Travancore distiirlmnees, has been printed among 
the Parliamentary papers. In this, the principal subordinate agents in these 
transactions are not only exculpated, but praised for their conduct. It is 
thus distinctly admitted, tiiat all that was done in Travancore was done by 
orilcr of the Governor-General, anrl of the Governor of Fort St. George. 

It is satisfactory also to find in this official document, a confirmation of 
several of the most important facts given in the preceding abstract. 
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chargf-d lo the account of the llaja, after deducting therefrom the 
value of Ollier properly belonging to the Raja, and his subjects, 
which had been cajiturcd and sold. 

The value of this latter property, if rated at tlic amount of sale, 
would ceriainly fall very short, perhaps not be one half, of its 
former value to its old proprietor.s. Resides, being only credited 
in account with the Raja, it is more than ])robable the old jiro- 
prietors never got one six|ience of the amount. 

Of the guns and stores, however, it is necessary to explain that 
these, or probably the greater part of them, had on former occa¬ 
sions been pureliascd by the Raja out of the Company's stores. 
They were now taken in a warfare occasioned by the Travaneo- 
reans being driven to desperation, coiiliseated in breach of public 
faith, arhitiarily valued for the sake of jnize-moiiey, and then 
the Raja himself made to pay that valuation, to the army, namely 
138,000 Pag’, or of’aS.'SOO, called by the Madras (jovcnnnciit a 
donation; the Government retaining the gnus and stores, which 
the unfortunate Raja llms paid for twice, without being allowed 
to keep pos iossion of them ! 

In the order issued hy the Madras Government for this dona¬ 
tion to the army, Sir G. B. says, that he did not consider the British 
Government to have heeii at war with the Raja, but with his 
Dewati, or Minister; the poor llaja, however, paid for all! 
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LETTERS complaining of ccrlnin Grievances sustained 
hij the private Trade in India, particularly at Calcutta 
and Madras, dated in \^\'>, and enclosed in a T.cStcr to 
the President of the Board oj Controal, dated ‘20t/i Map/, 
1813 . 


TO •J’llE 

RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

“ MY LORO, London, ‘20th May, 181,3. 

f( rii 

.1 HE undt'isi!>iie(l agents for (iilTerent inerraiitile houses esta¬ 
blished ill tlie British territories in the East Indies, beg leave hum¬ 
bly to submit to your Lordship’s consideration a Copy of a Me¬ 
morial lately presented to the Governor-General of Bengal by 
the principal merehants there, on the subject of the duties of 
customs imposed by the Government at that port. At the time 
when the fleet, recently arrived, was <ti.spat(:hcd for England, no 
answer to it had been received; and it was not expected tliat the 
undeniable hardship of the grievances complained of would pro¬ 
cure any mitigation. 

“ It has therefore occurred to the undersigneil, that the most 
effectual mode of obtaining adequate and permanent relief to 
their constituents, upon the points stated in the Memorial, would 
be to lay the case before your Lordship, whose talents and exer¬ 
tions are at present so usefully directed towards the establishment 
of the commercial intercourse between (ireat Britain and her In¬ 
dian territories, upon a footing mutually advantageous to both 
parts of the empire. The undersigned deem it unnecessary to 
occupy your Lordship’s time, iu enforcing the importance of a 
fixed and equitable scale of import and export duties, to the pro¬ 
sperity of the trade with British India, if the existence of the 
private trade is to be at all permitted under any modification of 
freedom. 
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“ They he" leave also to sahinit for your Lordship’s information, 
u])on i suijject iiiliniately coiiiiectcd willi the present, that by 
letters Iiro i"ht by tire lust fleet, iiulhcnlic accounts are received, 
that a duty of <'i"ht per cenl. on all cotton and piece-goods of 
every desciipticn, exported from Marlras by jnivate merchants, 
has been iriposiMl lliere: and that a similar rcgnlation may be 
cx))cctiHl to take place at tht^ other I’lesideneies. Your Lordsjiip 
must lie aw tre, that the ett'ect of such a regulittioii, is not only to 
exclude all ompctilion with lire Company in the commerce of 
these artieks (as they themselves are exempt from the duty), but 
must iiperale as a most seiions discouragement to the cultiva¬ 
tion of cotton, a coimnodity as yet in its infancy. Your Lordship 
is act|miiuteci with the applications recently made to his Majesty's 
(iovermnent, with a riew to obtain ailditional protection and fa¬ 
vour to this arlicle of Indian produce in the British market. 
Whatever succes.s may attend that rrbject, the undersigned huiiibly 
luhmil to your Lordship’s Judgment, the propriety of e.stabli.sliing, 
as part of th - system on Iho leiioua! of the charter, some security, 
in all simihir cases, against (immci.il regulations, by lire Com|)any’s 
Government in India, the clfcct of wliich necessarily must he, as in 
the present iistauce, to oppress, hy excessive taxalioii, an object 
of agricullnoMit India, which would rallier require a bounty for 
its encouragement; and to rnbatiee, at the same lime, to the 
Britisli consu iier, the price of a raw material, which every reason 
of policy demands to be supplied at the cheapest rate. 

“ We have the honour to be, 

“ My Lord, 

" Your Lordsliip’s most obedient bumble servants, 
vSigned) I'a i it l i e, Bonham, and Co. 

Bnui E, Baze i't, and Co. 

T'OtiCHEit and Co. 

Palmeu, WiL.soN, and Co. 

Edmond Boehm and J. Tayleb. 

Morris and Henny. 

Larkins, Son, and Husseit. 

•James Amos and Co. 

Wm. and Thomas Haikes, and Co. 

Paxtons, Cockerel, Trail, and Co. 

“ P, S. We beg leave to inclose, for your Lortlship’s information, 
extracts of two letters, one from Madras, and the other from Cal- 
eutfa, on tile .s ibjec.t of the grievances complained of.” 
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TO 

GEORGE DOWDESWEIJ,, Esq. 

.SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT. 


i< Calcutta, July is, lSi2. 

" It is with regret we find ourselve.s obliged to lay before tlie 
Right Honourable the Governor-GeiitTal in Council, the liardsltip 
and inconvenience now suH'ered by the commerce of this port, in 
consequence of the heavy duties to which it is liable; and in doing 
so, we beg leave, in the first instance, fo ailvert to Ihe original duty 
of two and a half per cent., aufhoriseil by act of parliament, 
whicli has, at different times, been increased to the present burden¬ 
some rates; first, by an additional one per cent, on the plea of 
reimbursing the expence of the armed ship Nonsuch, equipped for 
the protection of the trade against the enemy’s privateers; and 
afterwards by an impost of four per cent, under the denomination 
of town duty, making in all seven and a half per cent., which con¬ 
tinued to be levied, under different regulations, until the moiitii of 
May, ( 810, when fresh regulations were promulgated, Ihe duties 
being increased, on many arlichis of import, to ten per cent, and 
upwards, and which is, in some cases, still further increased, from 
the valuation of the goods, and the excliange fixed at the Custom¬ 
house. 

“ Although, by these regulations, at a time when, from the w'ar, 
and other causes, commerce had lost its usual activity, the magni¬ 
tude of the duties levied could not but be severely felt, stiff we 
conceived them to be established ou a fixed basis ; and it w'as in 
some degree satisfiictory to know precisely what our trade was 
chargeable with: but in this we have been disappointed; the du¬ 
ties having been subsequently altered, at different times, with a 
view of further benefitting Governmeat, without any proportionate 
consideration towards the mercluuit. As an illustration of this, 
we beg leave to iustaiico the articles of copper, tin, and tuthenague, 
which, by the regulations of 1810, bore a fixed valuation; but 
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Iiaving, for some time past, siip|)orte(l a hiclier price in this 
market, the duty upon them was directed to he levied ad valorem. 
On tlie otln;r liand, liovvever, on articles, the value of whicli was 
also fixed by the regulations, hut whicli have fallen in the market 
porportionahly, as coffee, pepper, cloves, licttlenut, &c. no alter¬ 
ation has been deemed necessary, and the duties continue to be 
levied at the Custom-House valuation: whereas, if the duty in one 
case was altered to benefit the f Jovernuient, we trust we might, at 
the same tin o, have looked for relief on imports that laboured 
under particiilar depreciation. 

“ In regald to the exchange fixed at the Custom-house between 
foreign money and the currency of this country, we consider it to be 
greatly over-rated ; the pound sterling being estimated at ten sicca 
rupees, and dollars at two hundred and twenty-five sicca rupees 
per hundred ; thus, in the exchange, adding twenty ))er cent, to 
the amount invoice of goods imported in this manner, exclnsive of 
the advance they arc subject to liefore levying the duty. 

“ We have also to notice the rcgidaticu.s resjiectiiig draw-backs on 
the exportation of goods, when only two-thirds of tlie import duty 
is refuniled, and wliidi, we coiuaavc, operates as a hardship in the 
case of goods being shipped to the other [lorts in India, when duty 
is again levied in full; the duty on articles so situated being thus 
increased onc-tiiiril, which vve think siioiihl be remitted in the pay¬ 
ment of the second duty. 

“ With respect to the mode of collecting tlie duties, we are sorry 
to state, that it is, on many occasions, vexatious, of which the ap¬ 
peals wc have found it necessary to make to the Board of Revenue, 
and to (ioveriiment, will afford evidence in matters of moment; 
in those of le,ser importance there is also cause for complaint, and 
particidarly in duty being levied on articles of private use, with a 
minuteness iJiat lias not liitlieito been customary, and which we 
cannot siip[)0! e to be the intention of Government. 

“ We trust we shall he excused for drawing the attention of his 
Lordship in (louiicil to this subject, trusting that the duties on the 
trade of this jtort niay he cstablisliud at a moderate and fixed rate; 
and should an alteration afterwards he judged necessary, that a 
public notification may he given of the same, and a certain period 
allowed for p ;rsoiis at a distance to make their arrangements with 
reference thcieto, which has not been the case in recent instances, 
and disappoiulmeiit has, in consequence, arisen to many, who 
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wen; not aware of tlieir goods being chargeable with a greater 
duty than before. 

“ We have the honour to be, 

“ Sir, 

“ Your most obedient, 

“ humble servants, 

(Signed) Fairlie, Ferguson, and Co. 

Hogue, Daviukon, Robertson, and Co. 
Auexander and Co. 

Palm eb and Co 
Colvins, Bazf.tt, and Co. 

Ckuttf.ndkn and M'Killop. 

J. Scott and Co 
J. Babretto and Co. 

J. Gilmore and Co. 

W. IJOLLINGS. 

J. Mackknzib. 

P. Leal. 

Macki ntosh, Fulton, M'Clintock andCo. 
Tulloh and Co. 

Gould and Campbell. 

D. Hunter. 

P. Stewart. 

J. Sahkies and Co. 

P. da Cruz. 

John da Cruz. 

S. G. Hussen. 

Hadjie Hvder. 

Ramgopaul Mullick. 

Ramrutton Mullick. 

llAMDOLOLL DaY. 

Nanjie Joy Curren. 

ByRAMJIE, andCuRSETJEE CoWASJEE.” 


EXTRACT LETTER FROM MADRAS. 

Dated 1st duly, 1812. 

“ Should the Company's charter be renewed, we trust that con* 
iidcrable facilities and advantages will be conceded to tlie private 
merchants; but these will be of no avail, unless some restrictions 
be laid on the Company as to the extent of duties, or customs, to 
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l;«; liivied by lljt m on "ooils oxnoited for England. At present 
they cun cl arge what liicy phase; cotton, whicli was formerly 
exported fiee, not only to England, but to every part of the 
world, is now charged with a duly of eight |!er cent. Fiece-goods 
of every description arc also charged willi a like duty, and Indigo 
also ; hut oii tlio latter there is a draw hack of three per eent., if it 
he exported to Fiiglaiid.’' 

“ If the Company be allowed to levy any duty they may deem 
proper, it w II of course at any time he in their power to put a stop 
to private trade altogether. At present, tliey are desirous of 
iiionopoli/in!| all the cotton produced in the countries under this 
government ; and if eight |)er cent, will not put a stop to the 
exportation of it by iudividiials, they will, we presume, double the 
duty, rather thaii not carry their plans into efl'ecl.” 



EX'I R VC r LR'n ivit FROM CAIX’IJTTA. 

D(U(’d ‘2‘Id Ocloli’r, lOlK, 

'Pii E renewal of the Company's cliarter, with tJie restrictions 
which w e liai e a light to conteniplate, will no doubt make an epoch 
in the h/stoty of this country. It is however much to be regret¬ 
ted, that tlie eoniinercial eonimuiiity here, and at other places of 
India, have been .so little prepared to point out the serious griev¬ 
ances, under wliicli the trade of this country is suffering, and which, 
it not remedied, threatens the annihilation of all private traffic. 
'File wliule s ,■tain of arbitrary taxation on imports and exports, 
shows the naiiow minded, bliort-.sighled policy of ignorant mono- 
[lolizing nier lianr.s, jealous of their neighbours, instead of the 
fostering car< of a good goveromenl, conscious that their own 
prosperily is lies! promoted by the general prosperity of their 
suhjeels. Our Cicstoiii liouse tariff, the most imperfect, tlie worst 
digested tom]iositiou, is of itself a heavier load upon trade than it 
can idford, hut it becomes still more ojipressive, wiien to this is 
added the most .ubitvary alterations in the rales of valuation. 
There is a most glaring instance of llte injustice of their proceed¬ 
ings, ill a ne.w duty just laid on,of 400 rupees on Arab horses below 
It. 1., and yOO nipees on horses above that size; and the duty is 
put i« force immeilialeiy on the arrival of the annual Arab ships, 
with large inijiortatious of horses, without any previous notice of 
such duty having iieen given. To give you an idea of the duly 
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oiil of all jiroporlion, to which the trade licrc is liiit)lc, I shiill oulv 
mcniioiia parcel of < oast cloth from IngiTani, which came hero, 
and was sent to the Isle of Franco for sale, and boforo tlio roinrns 
wore rocoivorl lioro, there had hoen a duly of no loss than forly- 
seven per coni, paid to (iovernniont, vis?, oicht por coot, on export¬ 
ing it Ifom liigcram, ten percent hero, twelve por coni, at llio Isle 
of Franco, and fifteen por cent, on exporting dallar.s, or an equal 
premium for getting Government hills, d'hosc gootls, it is true, 
wore entitled to a drawback I'.ero of live per cent , but in most 
cases the collectors lind some plea or otiior to refuse adniilliny; it. 

“The prevailing |)riiieiple seems, indeed, to be Ibal of making 
the most of Ibe present moment, willioni any regard to fiilare 
corisetiiienees, as it retiuires Init connnoii obsei valioii to iteiceiee, 
that the oppressions tinder winch the trade is now labonriiii', mn.st 
ultimately |)rove it.s ile.sfrnelioii; that liowevt'r riiay perhaps he the 
object ill view, to annihilate alt jrrivatv tri,de, liy giving the Com¬ 
pany such advantages over individuals, tlut they may euvry Iheit 
goods to the dill'cicnt markets witiiont fear of eompetilion troni 
the latter. T/tny haue bten ns^ulur iiiirntmenlH, anil 

opemd.shops ul the Js/e of Fraiu:" ur.d at /tnihaiyna; at Java 
t/iri/ haw munapotizfd the fin; and if van iriTv made ariiiiuinlid. 
•with all the details of fin opiitm hnsi./t.f,s>i. ft om the. time (lovern- 
mcnl pledprd thfinselns, Ihat the hade for that arlivlr ul Java 
slunild he pul upon the sante joolin;^ an at Pinang and at lirn- 
coolen, till the prruenl day, when they .'-nren Iheinsclve.s b-hind 
their unvontruled authority, and nilhlwld indemnili/ for 
breach of engageifient, i/ou could not help feeling indignant, and 
aclcnoudfdgiiig, that .similar conduct iu an individual would 
have marked him with disgrace. The cotton trarle to China will 
no donbt lie the next object of their grasp; and I liar nuich, 
that if no efl'eetnal .sloji is put to the |»resent system of oppres¬ 
sion, while the charter is under diseussiiin at home, and the |)rc- 
rogative of individuals riot properly detiaed, little geuend benelil: 
is likely to result from the opmiug of tlic trade. ' 


Till! 'iND. 


Wli.Uiiij-liain dud Kowlauil. PiintL'ts, CJusiveU l.oiiiltiji. 



PART ni. 

mm . 

F.UHATL’M, 

111 (lia ruiiiiia^ tide of pages l(>j to ]<)5, lor 
AiM’KNnix III.” roail I’ vRr HI. 




i‘Airr in 


(Jn the ojficiiU einvini/s miiiri.d to the /imports of' the 
Select Co)n})}!tt(c o! the Honourable House of Cuminons, 
appointed 10 iiii/uiir into the Jjj'airs of the East India 
Cernpanij. 


1 111 ; I pidcoi'd (d :i ilotaili'il <.'xuniiiialioii of llu’sc accoiiiils, 

I tliiiik it in'i'i'siary lu iiieiiiisi’, tlial I was lial to tliis iiifiuiry hv 
IH'ireiv'iiii; lliat A|)|n.'ii(lix '^(i, ol' llif 'I'liin! I'ciiort, i,mvc a dit- 
I'ornil I'osiill (VoiM wliat the |><nisal oC tiu- C'oiiiiiiillfi''s v'iiliial)|t' 
rtaaaiivs, intl tlio coiisidtnition o(' the aocompaiivini; otfieial 
voiiclii.’is led iiii; to and that it. roiitaiiied ti liiaited vietv, 

without ciiibiac lid tli*- whole, ol'llie “ Exlraordiimry Funds.'' 

ISIy hist, tilaiilioii, tlicioforo, wa.s to dftail the whole cost of the 
“ I'lxtiaord nan 1'utuls” on tlio one .side, witii llieir UishiiisinniMit 
on tile otlii’f, as oortilied by oHicial vouchers, in order to a.sccrtaiii 
the, actual icsuli on a more exit tided scale, us I considered that 
the whole of these Fuud.s, not a part only, should be stated. 

'I'liis led to the further cxamiiuition of tdl the accounts, includ¬ 
ing tliose ol the (lompaiiy’s Export and Import Trade; in whiclt 
my object lias uniforiidy been, not ti) est.ibli.sh a pre-roiiceived 
opinioii, but to obtain a lair tnid impartial lieu of tiie actual state 
of the concern Iroin the o(/irial voiiehers, uhieh have been .siib- 
initled to t! c .Select Committee. 

'J'lioudh 1 le nlliiiiale result thus obtained dilli'i s mafeiially from 
lliaf exliihited in the lleport.s, it is not suhinilted to llie world 
with any pn siimptuons desire to eonxey eensure, where so niueli 
oiaise i due for 1 think the public !ii;.;liiv in,lebled to tlie Select 
Coniiiiillce, ivbo e able and )>ersevcni!d labours have furnislied llie 
•oonlix, I do li lt liesitate to say. with more autbentic ami iin- 
poitant inf vmation in tbeir l ive Ueports, Ilian till tlie otlier 
•lorhs 1 bale ever read on ll-.e .lile.lrs of India. 
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It will accortlhigly be seen tliruugliout these rciuarks, that I 
not only follow the course of the Committee, but adopt several of 
their conclusions. Where I presume to diftcr, I do it under the 
sanction and support of the same obicial vouchers; the chief 
rliflerence belwcen us lies in their faking a more confined view% 
than I ha\'e done, both of the “ Extraordinary Funds,” and of 
tiie Export Trade; in the admission into the Fourth Rr^port of a 
•Statement which relieves the commercial account of a mass of 
charges not political, i. c. not chargeable on tlie Revenues of 
Iiulia, by carrying them to a head termed “Doubtful”; and in 
leaving lire whole of the ascertained loss, or “ unfavourable varia¬ 
tion," as a charge on tlie political concern; whereas the ofticiai 
accounts before ns prove it to be assignable to the traile. 

Upon these grounds my examination of the accounts led me 
to the conclusions stated in page 12 of the Scconil Speech. 

First. Tiiat including tha payment of the dividends, the Com¬ 
pany had sustained a lo.ss on the whole of their commercial con¬ 
cern, during the period reviewed. 

Secondly. That owing to this loss, the dividends could not 
have been paid in any one year without the aid of loans. And, 

Thirdly. 'Fhat the revenues of India, for this period, were 
fully crpial to the paymctit of all the expenses chargeable tlicreon, 
or what are commonly termed Folilicul Charges, conse(prciitlY 
that llie increase of debt at home and abroad is to be ascribed 
wholly to the Coni|iany’s commerce. 

In the statements wbicli substanliale the truth of these |)osi- 
tions, I have, as before observed, follotved the course and ad¬ 
hered to tlie authority of the Select Committee. Whoever reads 
the Report.s svill, however, perceive how freipicntly and how 
justly the Committee complain of the necessity of recurring to 
Estimates; they repeatedly declare the utter impossibility of 
giving a precise mercantile statement of tlie Company’s trade 
from the intricate and involved nature of their accounts. In 
fact, the Company’s ow'u accoiuitants only present to the public 
XCstimalfs of the trade. Where i liaic recurred to estimate, 
therefore, it proceeds from the same iieciissily; but, in fhe few 
instances of siicli reference in the following remarks, I trust it 
will be seen that 1 have only quoted oflicisil vouchers; my object, 
I repeat it, heitig to ascertain, and exhibit, the true result of the 
fjocnmciits in iljc Appendices to the Reports. 
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There is anotlier obvious difliculty in respect to tliose accounts. 
They :irc stated partly in pountls sterling, and partly in Rupees, 
ol'difli rent kinds, and I’agodas turned into poinids sterling, at an 
arbitrary rate oC exchange. It is hence no easy matter lo render 
sums so converted, with that precision and accuracy, wliicli ought 
to cliaracteiize every tignrerl statement. 

From these c.tjnsiderations it may a|ipcai It) some, that: the result 
is still involved in some<loni>t. Of this the reader will judge tor 
liimself.. 1 do not deny that other new statements may not 
possibly he produced, on the part of the Company, in addition to 
those nhie.h arc contained in the Reports of the Committee, 
which would alter the sum total of this result, though probably 
not in any maleiiul riegree; as 1 profess, however, only to 
trace out the true result of the official voncher.s already pro¬ 
duced, I feel that 1 am responsible for nothing more *. 

T'lie ''tateiaeuts which siib.stantiate tlic .second and third points 
are jirubahly the most doekive. 'I'lsey an- oMieial easli ae- 
eiiunls, each kept throngliont ia the .same coins, and in which, 
it is pri sumed, there can be no eni»r. 'j'lie eonolri'ii(>n.s lo wliicli 
(lii'v lead, 1 liaro etideavoured (o render as ejear, .is I believe 
lliem l(; l»e iuciuitrovertilile. 'f'iivy strongly eorrohorale the 
result exhilii ed n the lira!; and iln iv/ine :;:’hv!l a Ittrlher evi¬ 
dence or’ its .nitii. 



SECTION J. 


I'lii! CoMAinTHii have divided the olKcial accounts, which 
jiresenl i view of the Company’.s Finances in India, into two 
hranchc.'., “ Ordinary," ami “ I'.xtraorrliirarjin some degree 
answering lo a common division o( ihe Company’s eoiicerti into 
political and eommereial ; an>l it is clear rbat to one or other of 
these heads, nirist be eairicd every n-eeipt and (‘very riishnrsruient. 

'Flic “ ordinary ” receipts ami payimiits, or the revenites and 
charges of the territories in India, i'rom I?;)'’ d to lhO:s-b, being 
eoniprised in die iiilleiat vonebers anaesed to tin; Second Report; 

* If tlivre xvi i c ;i real rrain on llit' (ttmijciiiyti tr.iLie, tlierc coiiia be no 
ilhTictilty in blierviii” it in a starcnn nl .m pi. c.sc ,niit simple, as to ilefy 
conmrenl. As diis gain lias only liecn attctiii‘tiHl to be. shewn lo Ibr' 
Public in I'tstini ites, and these liable to miiiu'irms said weit;bty objectimis, 
we are lienee firriis)it'd with a stioii" pre.riaiidiun against tlii' lealiiy or' 
its exifiteni e. 
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l liosc in the Third are intended to account for tlie “ Extraordinary 
Funds,” in all the Supplies to the Indian treasuries, and Dis- 
bnrseinciits, including returns of Investments provider! for Europe. 

It is not easy to form a correet idea of the advantages or dis¬ 
advantages of the Company’s trade, vritiiout first ascertaining the 
actual capital employed, and tracing its action tinongli the gain 
or loss of extensive and multiplied operations during tlie seven¬ 
teen years, for wliich these accounts are made up; but there 
is neither statement, nor estimate, of the amount of the capital 
employed, and consenuently no charge for interest thereon dur¬ 
ing the period. 

Money boukoweu in India to theamount of,£.20,90.5, 194 , 
is the lirst sum to the debit of the Indian treasuries in the Ap¬ 
pendix, No. ‘2(i, whicli purports to shew tlie amount of the 
RXTRAoiiniNAUY l UNDS, and tlie APPuioATioN of the same, 
from 1792-5 to 1803-9, inelusive'^. 

Next follows, in the same account, the amount of supplies from 
England, viz. 

Sale.s of goods and stores...C.S, 904 , 06 s 

Ill bullion... 7,360,752 

For bills of excliaiige, inelnding 
those said to he for principal 

and interest of the debt. CbZl-bjOSS 

Received on siiiulry accounts. 393,372 

— ---,£.31,404,'23(1 

These, with the money borrowed, viz . 20,905,ID t 

Constitute the total iieceiits, per A]). No. 26. .£.52.309.424 


The coiTespomiencc of which, with the Disbursemeiit.s, as they 
are stated in the same Appendix, at £,‘.5'2,293,289, leaving a 
balance of only £.)<), 135, which i.* thought too inconsiderable to 
be afterwards noticed, would be more satisfactory and conclusive, 
bad the particular sums been eorreetly stated ; but before we show- 
tlie inaccuracy of the sums 011 both sides of this account, wliieli, 
it is conceived, if properly adjusted, would leave a very difl'erciit 
balance, it is to be observed, that: were there no just grounds 
for obiecting to tlie sums, were the result strictly such as this Ap 
pendix lias recorded, the inciit o( accuracy alone could apjily to 
the Company’s aceounfaiits. ’Flie waste and misapplicnfion of iJir 


Third Report, page 4ti. 
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hmds, luul nltirnnte liis.s, vvould not. thoreby Ije diiiiinished; and 
in the next page of tlx: Appendix to the same Itepoit, No. 27 
there ii statement, sliewiiig what, agreeably to Appendix, No, 
26 ,is the actual loss, detklealion, or as it is also termed, at.tkrA' 
TION Ilf tli:: balance in India, and that proves to be no less 
since 179‘'’i dnin 12,(iO(>,,'i'2.S sleilin;;*. 

However discouraging may be the labour of pursuing tliese ac¬ 
counts with no hope nor po,ssibilily ol' discovering a proiil, and 
withno other prospect than that of exposing flu- vvliole extent of 
the loss, its nature, and the causes of such an unsatisfactory result 
oil a trade of such umguitnde, llie following observation.s are 
addeil to .sluav that in Appendix, No. 20, the Receipts are under¬ 
rated, and tluit ti e Disbiirscmeiifs do not account for the amount 
(if the Hxtraordinary lumds by a deficiency of .<,'.2,273,1)93. 

Hence it nill apjiear that llirre is not only a los-s of more than 
twelve millions sleiling, as above staled, but lliat iinies.s liic dif- 
ferenee between the Keceijiis and Disbiirsenienls be otherwise 
accounted for, the Kxtraordinaiy Fiiml.s ol the Coiiijiany reipiire 
ex|)lanalion in respect to a further considerable loss; hut, whether 
niy view of the siateriients in the Rejioit he correct or erroiicoii.s, 
tJie cxaminai on of these figures must not divert the reader’s at¬ 
tention I'rora the alarming admission in the ollicial accounts before 
us; that, afer valuing all the ctfeets of the Company in'India, 


at the utmost, they only amount to. n£'.R,298,6fj(i 

Whilst tlieir additional debts are. 20,905,19.i 


Admitted deficieney. £. 12,606,528 

The baiaiKO thus estimated (for it is avowed to be no more than 
estimated) is termed the “ unfaronrablv vurialion | ” of the 
Comjiany’s r naneial affairs abroad; but this is considered to be 
founded on too limited a view of the Conipaiiy’.s wliolu debts and 
assets. “ The arrears of allowances,” I've, due in India, are, on 
the one band, excluded from this statement, lliougli constituting as 
valid a demand upon the Company, to be liipiidated from their 
Funds, as any other portion of the general debt; whilst, on the 

’ These twci Appendices, No. ‘20 and '7, arc aiiiiuxed to these reinaiks 
muter letreus A mid A a. 

t 'I’hir.l Kcfoi't, page .Ae'.i. 





1‘AUT in. 


It)-’ 

other, arc omiltcil llic available assets in China, Penang, &f. 
With the.se additions, on both sides, the debts, including arrears, 

being in . o£'.9.*4'2,720 

Andinl.S09. 30,812,itl * 


The actual net increase of debt for 

the jicriod is. 

From nhich, if we deduct tlie net 
increase of assets from Indian and 
Fhiro|)can Funds for the same pc- 
viod, at the value placed on tlicm 
by the olticial accountants, vh. 


From Indian Funds. 8,298,(idd 

Assets in India from English Funds.. 1,28 5,957 
Ditto in China (Fourth Jtep. p. ■tSl) i)18,700 

Ditto St. Helena (ditto, ditto). JOO,()38 

Ditto Penang (ditto, ditto)..... 215,78() 

Ditto Cape of Good Hope (ditto, do.) Ft,08.5 


The “ uTifaviourahlt varialion'’ in the balance 
ahroad m\\ be..... 

In Appendix 22, Fourth Report, the 
actual increase of debt for the cor¬ 
responding period at home, includ¬ 
ing new stock, wliicli the Commit¬ 
tee admit (page 451) should be 
added to the home delits, because 
its expenditure ‘‘ lias contributed 
to tlte increase of asscsts,” is.,,... <£. 4,903,76;3 

From whicli is to be deducted the 
net increase of liome assets for 
the period stated by tlie Commit¬ 
tee (Fourth Report, page 450) at 
.i’.3,76’(5,112. But this includes 
a sum of £.s 60 ,GQ 0 , wliich is a 
claim on his Majesty’s Government 
for stores, &c. whicli claim was 
finally rejected by tlie Select Com- 
luittec of the House ot Commons, 


21,(159,7 21 


10,533,827 


.£.11,135,891 


* ThirdReport, AppeiiUix a. 
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Brought forward... ^'. 4 , 903 , 7ft * * 1 , 135,894 

iu 18 (’ 8 ; itiid whicli (he present 
t'oiiiiiiittec, therefore, consider to 
be a ' disjmtable, if not wholly 
objectirjuable” Item. On the 
principle adopted in tiie adjust¬ 
ment of tile Indian asset account 
of excluding all “ bad debts, or 
debt.s or property nierclY nomi¬ 
nal,” this sum should certaiiily be 
omitted hert. The net increase 
of home assets tobcthusdediicted 
is therefore. 800,11 2 

And the “ rinjnvmirahh variation" 
in the balance at home wilt be.. 2,097i^51 


Whence the total “ unfavonrahlr variation'’ at 
home and abroad dining the period, or, in sim¬ 
pler tertm, the sum total of iirecoverable loss 
on the concern (even supposing the assets to be 
really worth their assumed value) is in this view .£’.13,233,545 

If the assets however should not reali/c the amount at which 
they are valied in these accounts the sum total ot irrecoverable 
loss will be proportiouably greater. 

But to return to the “ Extraordinary Eunds,” (he sums to the 
debit of this account, seem to reipiire the following corrections: 

Under the head “ Bcceived in Supplies from Eng¬ 
land,” Sales of goods and stores are stated at./’.S,901,008 

KEMAKK I. 

These goods and stores are charged iu England 
against India. (See Third Ke|>ort, page 8. and 


Appendices there referred to) in the sum of. . 12,247,?9t> 

From which should Ire deducted for sliort iletivcries 
allowed hy the Shippers, or made good by the 
owners of Slips.. 357,185 

X.l 1 , 890,111 


z 
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This then is the sum which in the Company’s books 
stands cimrgcable against India, for supplies of 
goods and stores, and although it appears that 
part, valued at .T. i3:5,8ya, was lost liy capture 
and sliipwrecl;, there being in the invoices no 
charge for insaraucc, the goods which arrived 
should be considered to come loade<l with the 
value of wirat was lost, and tlie Export 'I'rado 
to India is fairly chargeable with the whole 

anioimt... 

If the goods and stoins sold in India, yielded to 
the I'reasiivy only ,t‘ 8,i)04-,068, widicnt includ¬ 
ing the. Slock in hand at the einl of Ihe period, 
as liereafter allowed for in the aceount vve shall 
exhibit, place tlie ainoaut charged by I'nglaud 
against India on one side, anil on the oilier the 
amount of salts, and value of tlie slock, Ihe dif¬ 
ference. is eidfcr profit or loss; and in this case, 
unhappily tor the Company, it is allot! the wrong 
side, being a livayy loss on the Export. 

The ainoiii.i of iiuiiiou requires no comment, no 
more (im's the sum of ,.4’.3!)8,375 received on 
sundry accounts; hut 

niiMARK 2. 

for Bills of Exchange on the Court of Directors 
14,7 t8,t)'3S only is charged in India, while 
the amount aclua/h/ paid in London dillers, 
on account cd' the course of Exchange being cal¬ 
culated in India at a lower rate than the bills 
were actually drawn, and in consequence also of 
interest, whicli became chargeable on tlie,se bills 
from a delay in Ihe payment, which together in¬ 
creased the umouut from .f.l4,74'h,038 to. 

And tliis is the sum properly chargeable against 
Imiia, o!) account of these bills, as being Ihe 
amount actually ptiid in London. 


■’.ll,8t)0,ll I 


15.4-89.575 


4 See Tliirtl Report, jiage 8 and 9 ; and Appendix, No. 6 and 10 , 
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Under tlie liead of DisnuiiSEMENTiS of “ the Extraordi- 
Naey i’uNOS” tlic first sum is 

Excess of tlie Politk-.il Cliarges iu India. X.5,078,015 

Tlien Coi inierciid Charges uot added to the In- 

voices...... '?,y 

Neither ol'ivJiich requires .any remark, in this place; 
hut to the next sum in succession, 


being the amount of Admnnx for liivestnienf, 
there sicms to he tlie titliowiiig serious olijeetloii. 

ItEMAliK 3. 

In tl 10 Appendix, No. 1, of the Third Report, Ls 
.stilled die iunouut of all Supplies from the se¬ 
veral Prcsiiient'ies in India, hy invesimenls of 
goods < r eurgoos coim^ned to Euglaud, and the 
amount of ill iiiiymenls for which England is 
<\i bite(l. Tlie investments are tlieie cnlered only 
at oC.'J‘.407,091), (instead of •20,(a.S,2()()) that is, 
the iiHoicu cost of the actual returns. It ap¬ 
pears more regular to credit India for the same 
sums, which are carried to the debit of England 
in the iudiaii hooks, and Appeudi.x 4. or. 23,407,099 

In other words, to take the amount of tlie investmenls iiclually 
consigned, rallier than iidvances for their purchase, because 
“ Debts, iiic'liiding advances for Investments," is one of the heads 
of the Aeset aeeimnt; and “ Export goods," or goods in ware- 
hemse, not yet consigned to Europe, is another. 

By vakiiig tin larger sum, or the Advances, credit 


is twice given for the diH'ereiice hetween..,..,.,..... 20,03.8,260 
and.i. 25.407,009 

Being.... 4.'.05 1,107 


first, in coii.sideriug "the larger sum as the actual return in Invest¬ 
ments for England ; and, .secondly, by hieluding the difference, 
as obviously .ippears from the preceding explanation, in the ad¬ 
just. d an oiiiii. of Assets, both being on the credit side of this 
statfiiieiio 
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KEMAUK 4-. 

Extra cliargcs on account, of the Island of Ceylon 


and the Dutcli Settlements. ^.1,223,571 

The Committee, add another sum, hecau.se ex¬ 
pended in India, though not admitted in Eng¬ 
land. 437.774 

Total.,€.1.6’6 i,3« 


Of the latter item, or ,^.4.37,774, it must be observed, that 
though it may have been disbursed in India, still being rejected 
in England, and not paid by Government to the Company, as the 
other amount was, it cannot be considered a supply to the Home 
Treasury. It is evidently a dead loss to the Company, and can 
only come in to the statement to account for the ultimate balance 
or deficiency. 

REMAtlK .5. 

In the account of supplies from Bengal to Madras and Bombay, 
the debt in llie Bengal books exceeds the credit in the books of 
the othi r Prcsiilencies, by tlic sum of -^'.873,403. 

Tliis item is entitled in the account before us, “ Loss on Ilemft- 
tances anil Coii.signments from Port to Port in Indiaand in 
the Report itself it is “ chieily attributed to the elfeet of the ex- 
eliaiigcs at wliicli the reiuittaiices or coiisignmeuts were made, 
but partly to the exchange at which the conversitra of the coins 
of each of the presidencies is clfected, iu order to preserve con¬ 
formity with the rate used in the calculation of the accounts of 
the Revenues and Charges.”.—This explanation would incline us to 
suspect, at least, that the loss was merely nominal. At all events, 
if it has real existence, it is obviously nothing but a loss, not a 
disbursement. It niiglit serve in j>art to account for the balance 
of such a statement as this is, but ought not to be admitted 
into the body of an account of actual cash receipts and disburse¬ 
ments. If this item be admitted, might not all the bad debts 
stru(4i cut of the asset aceouul he admitted also ? for they arc 
equally what this is stated to be, an irrecoverable “ loss of so 
much* projrerty.” 


* 'riiiid Uepoit, page It, aiiit Appendix 
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li EMAl'.K 6. 

We tlien eoaie to suais written ofl' tlie Indiuii hooks of accounts 
for losses incurred, •t.’.lO'l.'t'iS. 'I'liis also is an ol)j<<,ctionaljle 
ileni. It is ncitlier an actual tlisbursenienl, nor any otlur direct 
ajurlicatioii i)t the “Extraordinary Eiimls,'' hut an apparent loss 
in conscijuctice ot'somc |ircvious di.slnirsenirnt or a])j)licatioii. its 
proper place llierct'ore would seaun to lie amon" tiic losses and 
bad debts. Tlic explanation ^ivoii of this item ia tiic Third 
Report, is too cc.ncise to I'liablc us to form any satisfactory con¬ 
clusions as to its real nature. All that can be said b, that it 
would .seem to be a los.s of property of .some de.srription or otlier ; 
and as ibis, as well as tbe preceding item of .x'.H73,4-03, arc both 
slated liy the Committee, wherever they oecur, to be extra to tbe 
bad debts or los.ses struck out of tile .'Is-el account, vve must be 
content to consider linmi in tlic same light. Rut we sbaii not 
omit those items, liowevcr suspicious, from the stati'inenl about to 
be given, us tbe object of it is the true and actual icsull of all the 
accounts wliicli have been brought forward, and tliLUelbrc neither 
to omit, nor to add, any thing of our own uiilboiity. 

HGMAnK 7. 

The next item is “ Increase of Assets by the application of In¬ 
dian Funds As far as tliis consists of goods and 

stores on hand, tliey arc inserted at tlieir istimatid wortii, i. r. 
the amount, including [irotit, they are expected to realize on .sale, 
and not tbe iictual cost of the commodities. It is evident how¬ 
ever, on cloicr inspection, tliat by means of an arbitrary valua¬ 
tion of the assets, this aecoimt might be made to shew any result 
that might be desired. The assets, therefore, in an aceoiiiit of tliis 
kind, ought 'o be stated at their aetiial cost, not I'leir estimated 
value. But liesldes that, a great mass of assets, after allowing for 
damages, delicieucies, ami deterioration of value, seldom realize 
prime cost, :t must be remarked of this particular .sum, that it 
t ontains, besides tlie above-mentioned double credit for advar;ce.s 
lor investment, and goods on liand, T.(J;!l,ld7, near a iiiillioii 
sterling for salt and opium *- Now we are expressly told, both in 

* In tin; As-ct Account, Appendix, No. y, of Third Iteport, the value 
of the salt and opium, rum, grain, and cattle, all of which would appear to 
have been oiigina ly produced lioiii revenue funds, is estimated at 
•r.liStjO-lS. 
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tho Second and Tliiid Ilcporlj, that the whole cost of these arti 
cles is itel'niycd from the Iteveiiiies. It therefore enters into that 
accoimt, of wliich the first item hroiij^ht to the credit side of tliis, 
or t/5,i'>78,01 a, Is the excess or balance, we have consequently a 
double credit of the salt and opium in this account; and the 
asset.s, arc here over-valued in the whole amount of these articles. 

As we shall liave occasion pre.senlly to analyze the asset account 
more niinu’cly, the item may for the present stand subject to fu- 
f are cm rcclioii. 

Tlic reiuaiiis of European goods and stores in warehouse or 
dcail .stock are i inil'id in this Apnciidix, because the supplies 
tioni liarojic are not fulh/ .stated on the debit side of the 
account, wliich exiiihils only the aiiiounl realized by sales within 
the peiiod; but ill a statement, wliieli purports to accoimt for 
the whole of iheMi “ Extraoidiiiary Funds,” these remains should 
certainly he inciiuled. 

To tiioH' who think tiuit the witoi.E of the “ Extraordimiry 
Funds" require to lie accounted for, it will probably appear, that 
the li.llowii'!': is a more accurate, or, at all events, more com- 
preheiisive view. 
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In tlie offici il accounts annexed to llie I'Jiird Report, there is no 
precise stifenieiO of (’apila! raoploved, nor Rrollt and Loss Ac- 
eount, lint tin; fieiicii'ie';, i.hc.-.,i by tin- oneralioii of the pre¬ 
ceding fi'jores appears liiore to he a< coiinied i<u' liy the following 
admitted losses; 

Alter taking credit for the ainoiiut of a// the sides of 
goofis and stores wUh.n tlie p:''ii)d, and i.l //t' l!ie 
remains ii, war ;l;ouse,i'ereis still a ha'aiM cun h r 
this fus'd winch ‘‘ caiiiiot i;' a' -on ifed !'h\” and 
whird 's d'.u;' ohvio,('{. kI loss on the eon- 

cern (Tia .i .'-port, page H) of .f,'''7d,552 

Loss oi goods tj\ e'.ptn '• ami shipwrcek, outw il ls, 

(Dittio ilittoi. .‘i35,893 

Loss on the bills ol Exelianije. :»eing the difference 
between the aiiiouiil reali/.e.il in India oa t!- 
bills, at the exeliange nnilor'c.lv adoiitid in die 
Coiiipaiiy’s accounts abroad, and the aiivaa.ii 
aeltiaily paid on these hiils at a higher e\c|i, /i';e, 
in London, tee fhird Ileport, p ges n and p. 


and 'ip|ie:idi\. Nos. d and 10..... 743,,'>.‘37 

'Potal. avovvetl Losses, as per otheial voiu hers an¬ 
nexed to Third Report. .£ .2,3.5 ),9S2 


This is exclusive of the losses, slated in the body of tin' aeeouiit, 
of ,£-873,403 and oi',ldl,TiS, adiailled lure and in voiiclier 3t 
of Fnuilh Report to be aetiial los.ses, tliongli not eliaigealile to 
the Political Ilea'I. 

From this view of the ease, it aiipears tliai the roiiibiued losses 
on the account of “ Fxliaordiiiaiv Fiimls” aiiioiait to at Iciust 
,£’.3,60.4,821 *, i. that so inncli loss in piineip;il ni'Uiey has heen 
snslained on the concern in India, wliicli tlie ,'tppeiidix. No. ‘’n, 
does not exli.liit, hut w hich, if it did exlnhil, it is clear, Uiioiighoiit 
these Reporls, the Select Coiiiinitlee would not have carried to 
the Political Head, 

* lialimcc el'tlie rertiricd aceoiiiit ot “ Mxiraontinary riiinls” 


Lost liy (iin.si;;iiiutilts ti oin port to port in India.. .. . Il7;i, t0.'i 

Lostes at the S'lvcral piesideiic.ie:;.. 4(il,4i,.';i 
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On the debit side of the foregoing account the goods and stores 
from England are said to be surcharged ivith 10 percent, above 
tlieir actual cost. The deduction of this sum, or of. 1,189,000, 
would p'o tanto diminish the balance, or loss: but, on the other 
hand, the loss would be increased by all the amount, in which the 
assets on (he credit side are overvalued, beyond their actual cost. 
In the following Section we shall see good grounds for estimating 
this ovcrvahialion at about three millions sterling. If therefore 
an accurate a<l.iustment were made of these two items, the balance, 
or dclieit, of the preceding accoiiul would certainly be mucli 
greater. 


•SECTION II. 

In Appendices No. l and 2 of the TJiird Report we have a 
\'iew of the Com|);uiy’s debts and assets in 1792, comparctl with 
the same in 1809; in order to shew what has been tin; general 
result upon tlieir affairs in India, in a “ Einanciai view, by 
the various operations of a political and conniiercial nature,” 
between tlic dates alicne mentioned. 

The amount of debts in liotli periods is adjusted by deducting 
from the gross debts, “ Arrears of aiiowances in the civil and 
military dei>artments,” by which openition the debt of 1792 is 
reduced to x 7)992)54.8, and the rlebt i-> I S09 to 28,897,742 ; 
wherefor'; the net increase of <lebt is givc.i at .£.20,905,194. The 
amount of assets at the .same period is also ailjusted, by deduct- 
iiig from the gross amount .such items as “ must he considered 
to fall under the description of |>ropcrty or debt merely nominal.” 
By this operation the net amount of assets, in 1792, is reduced to 
.£.3,800,838, and in 1809 to .£.12,099,504, leaving for the net 
increase of assets £.S,2^H,666, of which latter sum c£.5,6'l 5,494 
are stated to be cash actually in the treasuries of the presidencies 
of India. Deducting then the net increase of assets from the net 
increase of debts, and the differenee, as before observed, is 
.£.12,6'06’,52S, whidi is stated to be " the amount in which the 
fiiuincial atfairs of the Comjjany in India may be said to have 
unfavourably varkd between April 1/92, and April 1809.”— 
It would be well for the East India Stockholders, if this soft 
term admitted of any intcipretation .short of irrecoverable loss; 
the truth is, that the original cajiital of the Proprietors, the 
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(Jomjiimy’tf I'U'ects, monies, floods, debl.s, Ax. valued liy tliem* 
.selves, are le.ss (lian llie.ii additional tiebt, in tlie I'rigbU'ul delici- 
eiiey of ,£. 

A ■•■epar.ile statement is aftenvards given in tbe Appendix, 
No. '27, (biter A a amie.ved) to slievv tile various items of dis¬ 
bursement, of wliicli this net balaiiee of I'’,l)0(),.V’.S is consi¬ 
dered to In eon posed. 'I'iiis is diawii from tbe voneiier innne- 
diatelv |)re(ediii:' it, No. '.’(i, and Ibeiebire liable in tbe iirsl iaslaiiee 
to tbe eoiK rtioiis already made in llial aeeomit. In some lyyspi els, 
indeed, it may be lliougbl snpeiliuoiiB. Tbe tiiet of eertain extra 
I'ayineiits lansiny an addition to tbe debt, is siitiiciently illustrated 
in Append; i. No. ?6. A ilisbiiisi'iiient of -^2 millions (a.s there 
stated on llie one side, is balanced by a loan of 20 million on the 
other. 'I'hi) is an alaiiiiin" adiiii.s.sion, that the cash disbiir.sements 
have Ml nmch exceeded the <a.sli reeeipls, that 20 millions have 
been lioiroaed to .supply the delieieiiex ; of whidi only eight 
millions are .still eoiisidered lo he availahle assels, or tangihie 
pro]ierly. liul as iiiipoilaiit results are atlemjiled lo he I'oumied 
on the siipjiosed aeeinaey of tlii.s aceoiiiit, it is iieces.sary to 
examine a little into the piiiieiple on ivhieh it is framed. J5csicle.s 
that several of the items in No. 27 are iiieorreclly slated, it is 
obvioiii to remark, llial il.s aeriiracy must entirely depend on 
the eorreetiiess of the balance of debt itself, tliat is thus brouglit 
fonvaol, li> be for [ly eeilain r.xira )iaymeiits. 

If, fir example, willi a debt of Id millioiis, there he ,j millioits 
of good atailalile assets, fortliromiiig;, and not oven uhied, the re- 
iiuiiniiii.; to million, mav be truly accounted fur by the oilier extra 
pavmeuts IVuiiid in oilier parts of the acconiils; but if, in conr.-.e 
of tiuu, ,‘j o It of the .d iiiillioii of assets beeoiiie good for nothing, 
and ooL'Iil llierelore lo be .'•Iriiek out of the aceouiil, tbe remain¬ 
ing two million of assets being deiliieled Iroiii the 1.') iiiillions of 
debts, will leave a balance of Id iiiillimi, which eau no longer bi' 
aecounted for bv lO inillion of payments. .Siieli an adjnslmerit ol 
the asset aeeoiiiit, by striking out bad debis, i.s perfectly rigid, 
when die object i.s merely lo asrerlain the amount of really 
available assets that may be set otf against the gross debt; but. 
the pi neiple ceases lo be aeenrati' in refeieiite to a .slatemeiil 
tliat is to (i/ rniDit for the balaare of debt ; since with a balance 
llius adjusted is bioiiglil forward a portion of debt, ex|)emled on 
tin; creation <d' die rejected assel.s, and willi wliicb tin; remaining 
payiiici.ts have lliereforc iiolliing to do ; a portion that ought, /or 

\ :\ 
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fhh porlim/fii' purpose, to be struck out of tlie debts, wlieii 
the bad assets, by the creation of whicli it was originally'iiicnrred, 
arc written off also. 

In tlie Appetidl'!, No. 27, 20 inillioii of debt is reduced to a 
balance of 12 ii'iHions, by 8 million of sup)U)sed available assi’Is. 
Cut the asset account is first adjusted to Ibis sum by striking 
out about 4 millions of bad debts, ami of monies expended 
on the Egyptian expedition, because the bitter bad been repaid 
in England. Now as the expenditure on these rejected 4 mil¬ 
lions of assets, particularly on the Egyptian iixpedition, cer¬ 
tainly contributed to raise the debt to 20 million, it is evident 
that any balance of debt, drawn without reference to tliesc 1 mil¬ 
lion, cannot be accomitcd for by the remaining extra fiayments 
to be traced in the accounts; any statenieiit that pretends to do so 
must, as tills does, contain ideal sums, or double credits. This 
account, therefore, in its present state, i>roves too much; for the 
net increase of debt being 20 millions, and the assets originally 
createil out of this sum about 12 millions, of which 4 millions 
have been written off' us had, there only remained 8 millions of 
debt, to he aeconnted for by other disbursenieuls; whereas pay¬ 
ments to the amount of 12 millions are brought forward. The 
hahmec tliat is vcipiired to he aceoonled lor is thus exceeded by 
about 4 millions; and the losses ami bad debl.s being kept out 
of view, their place in this accimul is supplied partly, as I con¬ 
ceive, by stuns not acttially disbursed, .sm li, for example, a.s the 
esliimded profit on assets; ami partly I'v entering Ihrongli mis¬ 
take some of till* disburseiiieiiVs twice oves’. 

These mi,sfdkes arc eliicfiy rel'errible to the assel aceounl, as 
there can he none in respect to aetnal cash disbursements. It 
therefore follows, that ina.smuch as the cash disbursements and the 
.assets together exceed the debt, insomuch must the assets be 
over-rated, wbicli may have occurred in two v/ays :—Eirsf, by 
over-valuing the goods above their actual cost; and, secondly, 
liy .stating as as.sels in the account of *' Extraordinary Funds,” 
what had been created by disbursements from tlie “ ordinary 
Euiuls or Revenues.” We know, for example, as before re¬ 
marked, that the .salt and opium are iwiec credited *, once in the 
first item on tlie credit side of tliis account, £5,076,0] a being 
the assumed excess of charges over the revenues in India ; and 


Sec |ia"c IGU. 



APPENDIX IH. 


171 


ngaiii ill llie ilcni of assels. Aiiollior oxccss is accounted for 
(I'agf 11) liy a double credit in llie account to tlic amount of 
; tliat is, by including tins amount in ibe ‘‘advances 
for investment,' and also in the aniouat of assets. There are no 
docuiiient.s to prove specitically how oilier over valuations may 
have, oeen red but if the following analysi.s is founded on a 
correct principle, the result cannot he far from the truth; and 
it is to be .anieuted that the Iteport furnislies no more dire.ct way 
of ascertaining it. 

Net increase of Indian debt to be aeconiited for.... .£.‘eOAiPSil.Q t 
Incroase of assets for the same period 
in Jleiigc I, Madras, I’lomhay, ami 
neneooleu, atiionuls, as ( ler Ap. 
peinlix, \o. 'I’liird Report, to 
of. I .’,57 - .ti?;:;, and eonsist.s of the 
following aviides: 

fash and Iblis. ly ! 


Stores..... 

o',5(i7,oi;: 

Debts, Inohiding ulvaiire.s for Invest- 

nienl.. d',lt)0,4;i'! 

Rxporl (.ioo Is. I,5t),()(i7 

Import Goods. 71'‘),15'.' 

Salt, Oiiinin, Uuio, Grain, and Cattle o > I ,(MS 


.t:.)'7,.‘.7d,i^71 

Dunne r. as not ajiper- 
taining to tins ac- 
eonnl, reiemn h:i 
huie.es, nel iiirrease 

(ad Rep. .Ap,. T'.<st/,:i7!.' 

Stores iVoni Isiiglish 
Fiuul.s CSV mated by 
Committee (:.>d Rep. 

p.ige S). tb’ 

Import t ood.'. 73,‘>,'J5'J 


tiarried forward X'. 10,-i.5'i,iHy() 
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Ikoiight up.io.35i;,fiy6 ,£.'2o,(}or>,uj i- 

A(UI —'IVeiisiire coiisigiied from Ikii- 
giil to ftlarlras, and on the passage, 
the amount not iiicludefl above 
as per asset aecoiint, (No. tid 

Report). 7I7.;)()1 

The above account does not include 
China or I’emnig. In (he 4th Re¬ 
port, page 37, and llie Appeinliv 
|■etcrrc<i to, the balance of assets 
at the former, amounted to 
C.C) 18,7(10, at tlie latter to 
215,786'—What proportion of 
these arc from English, and what 
from liulian Ennd.s, cannot be 
stated ; bat if we divide the sums, 
and ascribe half to india, the 
amount will be. 417,ot.i 


'I’otal estimated ansonnt of asse(.s 

from Indian Fiiiids. 1 1 , 187,700 

Actual Casli l’a;,mt*i!ls, viz. 

Excess of (iCiiilical 

charges in India.E-o.OjH.OI.') 

Commercial eliaiges. 2,11 Kvfvf; 

.Vdvaiices for supply of 
England, in exces.s of 

receipts. xVti.pgii 

Advances on iU'comit of 
Ceylon and the Ivast- 

ern Islands. 

t’avnienls to |)rivate cre¬ 
ditors of the Nabob 

ofArcot. 

Do. . Do. . Raja 
of Taiijore.... 0 1,01-4 


Loss on remittances and eonsigu- 
mcnts from port to port in Imiia... 


11,055,.'56o 


87,1, U« 


Carried forward > 











AJH*r;Nnix in. I7(i 

Biouj;lit, over,.. .i,‘.'iO,DO"),lf) I' 

S-osscs al llie several )>resiil(ai<ii's.... 4()l,iO,S 

INireliase of tkaul slock in India. 200,000 

- •>1,078,0<),1 

Dirtereii. e ot aiao nil in nint h liie asscls would ajv- 
jiear 1o he ovei rated, as rercn ihle to Ihf liiilian 
lU'ht, or lo llie dishursenu-ut of tlie “ I’.sUao! 
dinar} Fuiiik”. 0,172,80.0 

Ill a Slidell t'ld td' tliis kind, iiiir|>iuliiig to acciunil lor the in¬ 

crease o : deh , hv means of the ileiiis of expendilnre which occa¬ 
sioned ii, it is neccssarv dial every tiling slionld be stated at its 

iiclii/il If, 1 ir exainjile, a debt of.. 10 

is occasioned hy an exiiendilure, viz. 

I'aid. \ ... d 

n. I 

f... t 

, > 

And :ictuiil/i/ e.ii’i nt/i'd on assets. ,0 

10 

It is clear, ihat v.c tan only accminl for Ibis debt liy rating the 
assets at tlicir lU intil coxt; if we, were to rata tliein, in conse- 
t(Ucnee if an e.xjii'eted )iroiil, at 7) in.stead of .a; the assets, anil 
other cx]ieniliiur;’ togcilier, would wake 12, ami theveforc e\ 
coed the aineuml of (ho dehf hy 2. 

Of the two doiihie entries which W'e have heforc noticed in fins 
aceoniil, that in llie salt and o|iiiim amounts to near a million 
iderlirig, and in the advanees for hivost.menl above ,£'.0'()(),O()() 
iiuirc. riiero are gronmls to I've.snme also, llial the rcmaiinng 
goods of thi' asset aceomit mast lie overvalued. It is a kiio'.vii 
inaclisc in |)re|taiin|; the Company's arcouni i, to slate tin; rpiods 
on hand not .It their actual cost, hut al an estiin ited value, in 
(ludinglhe iirofa: c-vpccled to he realized on them. In tilt'uc- 
count of homo, a-.-sets this is avoivisl to he the ease, in no less a 
sum Ihnii ,',..'1.98,000 in one instance, which the Sclcel Committee 
have rery jii'ijieily rejcclod. (■'see ].'oiirlh lleporl, jiage .'hi, and 
Append s re 'erre lto); and from the. preceding .iiiaivsi.s we may 
lisirly conchnle it is as eerlainly the eiese In re. At all events the 
ovor-vai,iatii)ii is thus jirovcd, nltliough it may not be so easy 
liom the acclimit i liclore us to .slate its exact amount. 
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Of tlie “ unfavourable variation" in the general balance 

IL’,0'0(i,.V 28, it must also be remarked, tliat in the adjnstnient 

tlic debts, to exclude, as lias been done here, “ tlie arrears of 
ullowimccs due,” is just as if a itiaii were to exclude an actual 
arrear of servants’ wages from the list of lawful demands ujion 
his pulse. With 5 millions in the Treasury, these arrears ought 
to be the first demands to be Ihpiidated ; when the assets would 
be, p/ o fanto, reduced, and in every view of the case, tliereforc, 
the arrears ought to be included in Ine amount of the Com- 
[lauy’s de'.its. 

'riic 11; venue, balauce.s, on the other hand, it is said, are counted 
upon to augment, as far us realiaeable, the adjusted amount of 
assets; together with tlie iucieased vaiue of dead stock in India; 
a.nd lilicw'ise “ the net amount of the. sums reeovered in Eng¬ 
land, in lujiiidation of the tiLlnnscments in India cluirgeable to 
the public.’’ 

Of the foi iner item 1 can aver, from tny own experience, that 
Ileveime balances of any standing in the books arc seldom, if ever, 
recoverable; they may generally be classed among tlie worst of 
bad delils. The seeoiid item, or dead stock, is brought forward 
at the close of (he roiiitli lleport, as an asset against the united 
balance ot home and Indian debt. And the third, or the amoiml 
recoverable in England, will be found in the sequel to liave been a 
favourable remittance to Eurojie, and to have atforded effectuai 
aid in the reduction of home debts, so that it here re((uires no 
further eonsideralion. 

Willi tliesc ad juslinenls, the net increase of debts between 1792 
and 1 MOy would, as before shewn, page 8, \>c £,‘i I ,()6'.9,721, instead 
of .X’.20,yo.'5,!y4. Here the assets may be properly stated at their 
full real value; and if lliese assets were actually worth ,£..S,‘798,6'b’(>, 
this amount, whatever they may have cost, should be deducted 
from the net increase of debt. The amount of “ unfavourable 
variation in the balance" would flien be ,t'.Ui,o71,0.55, instead of 
XM2,0'Ob,,''j2.S. 

Of the net increase of as.sets stated at £\S,'29S,()()6 as above, 
we liud, on referenee to Appendix, No. <), that £‘.o,(il.'),4.94 were 
in cash aud bills in tlie Indian treasuries in 1809, aial the re¬ 
mainder in good debts, and in goods of ditfereiit deserijilions in 
warehouse. 

Ill respect to tlie goods, I observe no allowance is made foi 
damage and delicieney. It is well known in India, that there have 



APPENDIX III. 


17B 


been great lo.5ses discovcref] iii (lii.'i resjiect, on every examination 
of Ibe waieliouses. As Id tin; easli and bills on Ir.ind, this hoard 
is lUit jneknded to be a eoiise)[nen(:e of .sni'eriibi iidanl funds; 
but a snn\ n liicli “ more fnnn advenliliiins cLinsi.i than (roni an 
excess of iin.ome, has •.ictiiiiiu'aled In the indiaii lieasniies,’' 

'Idle real amount of the. Coinpaiiy’' hidiaii debt v is, on llie 
;;Otli of Ajnil I sot), ,i‘.;:!(),K!o,.tl.l. Of this ‘aim .£ 1 

are .staled ti' have been on the register bearing interesi ; and Ihe 
interest ainounted to J,l <)l ,0s 1 per annum, '('he Nelei l Com- 
initlet; .itislly feel all tlie dangr r of llifs heavy burden on llu; 
Company’s linam es ; it i.s noticed, in some iiarfs, almost in the 
languagi'of despair, '('hose who have been in Ihe hahit of eon- 
fining their vitav of (inancial operations to the revenues, the taxes, 
and the debt of England, compaierl with the aggregate of its 
population, may be siirpiised to bear that the (lovenmieiit of 
one of the finest, and most fertile, eimnliios on earlli, wish a pojai- 
lation of (io millions, i.s sinbiiig under the lo.id of ;,i(i iiiillioii.s of 
drill; but llie t’aet is indisputable, and when the geueral and 
conjirmul poverly ol' the peojrle, llie amliilion, llie prejudice, 
ai cl the < rrors of llieir (Jovcrmirs are eoiisidereil, llierc are cer¬ 
tainly liul too just grounds for the idarms wliicli the (amiiiiiltec 
have expressed. 

II' we compare this result with (he stale of t!ic Conipany’.s 
afl'aii's ill 17.9^', llie “ iin/tieourali/c rar'Kitmi’’ will he most strik¬ 
ing in the I'olloivitig eiicmiislaiices : 

In l/i)- tlieie was a snrpliis revenue; in iHOy a heavy surplus 
I haige. 

Ill I79-- a delil of 9 millions; in I 809 a debt of .'Jo millions. 

In 179 .', am! for some years previous, a plan was in operation 
for the i.'druMou of the Indhiii debt, which tlie Coiiiiiiiltee 
deem to 1 are leen “ compleleiy cllicient in IHi .'). and I'or M, 
veais previous, the debt is jrroved in every year to have jiro- 
.gi'Cssively mcrei ,;ed, Ihe operation of the siukiiig fnml luiviiig also 
ceased. 

Ill 179- lime was abninlant eniilirlenee in (he honour and 
moderation of the lliilisli tharaelt r, with more id' Ihe native 
powers ready l() eoiirt its allianee than to iiieiir llie risk of ils 
euiuity ; In 1800 it is jiainful to observe, I here was an universal 
liostile fcebiig, and a dread of all eonnection with our f iovcni- 
aieiil. 

In 1792 public credit was high, and a general cuiilideiice |ire- 
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v;iilwl in llic fair dealing of lheCom))any towards their creditors; in 
1 80,9 it Itegan to he known, that llie creditors were not sufficiently 
secured in their transactions with au arhitrarv (jovermnent; tite 
edect of whidi will certainty be felt in tile next loans wliich the ne¬ 
cessities of the Jndiaii Government may eonipel them to propose. 

In the extension of our Indian enijiire, there is no ground that 
1 call |)t'reeive, for exultation. Internal improvement is easy to he 
spoken of; and to persons at a ilistanee trum the scene, plausible 
iiistances of it may be adduced, but probably the observations in 
Paris I, and II, of tliis [mblieation will lie llionglit to go a great 
way ill pro^ illg llie rev erse ; whilst of additional security, it should 
at least lie remeiidiered, fiiai sentiments of conlidence and admira- 
lion of the Itiilisb eliaraeler, are now very geii<a.dly exeliangcd for 
the most hostile indignation and dread; and that only the present 
SHiieriority of onr military power oppusi;s tlie .secret, and the more 
dangerous, heeausc secret winkings, ol iliis now almost universal 
feeling. 



sixniox HI. 


'fhe’riurd 1‘eporl .closes with a .st.tlemeiil to .shew that the 
“ Political is delilor to the. (jommerciul concern,” for the period 
under review to (lie amount of ,i’. i,()C9,701; on which I should 
not venture to otler any reiiiark, wove I not .supported by the 
.''elect Comuiillte, who tliiids this stafemeul. liable to seriou.s ob- 
jeelion, and because it seems to be a fivouriie oliject with the 
oHicial accoimlanls of the f’a.st India Company to e.stablisli Ibis 
conclusion ; wiiicli, m the present instance, is deduced by staling 
the .siijiplies from Pnglaml to India to exceed the returns from 
India to England. 

The supplie.s from liiiglami to India are staled to be o£'.4't,80S,;j 11 
The siipplie.s from India to England. 4L.>,l78,()t.O 

£. 1,92.9,701 

“ 'tMiicIi,” it is added, “■ is the amoimt in wiiieh, upon the prin- 
eijiies now acted upon, llie ITii.fnc.Ai, may be .slated to be 
debtor to tlie ('oxtA! r.iti r , 1 . 1 . coNi'niiN during ibe period in 
(jtiesliou. 

It is evident, Iron! tiie oliseiaatmus in the i'.ej'iort, tlial the 
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Select Con mittoe place no reliance on this result; it is as evident^ 
that their I csitatious. or objections, are justly founded, since the 
amount ol custonis, freight, charges, and interest, is wholly 
omitted. 

tn Appendix, No. 25, of the Fourth Ueport, the eustoms on the 


India trade \\ithin the period areestiniated at. c£‘.5,553,95't 

F reight,..... 8,7 24,^58 

Charges.... 2,240,51)1. 


Interest is no where calculated, nor even estimated, hut it 
would surely not be too niuch to consider tive cent, on the 
whole ainoont, l)eing only one year’s interest, as a proper charge 
on the trade, of which the returns are so slow; and this, it is sub¬ 
mitted, ought to he calculated on the investments in India ; and 
also on the shipments from F.ngland. If the omission of such 
considerable charges on both sides of this account left room 
for any confidence in its result as authority for practice, or n 
source of even speculative information, the result itself, as thus 
given by the Select Coinitiittee, would appear to be fatal to the 
medit of the Company’s eoramca-cial openilions. 

Taken as a verdict of the inquest on their affairs during the last 
.seventeen years, as traders or trustees tor the liritish public, in a 
most iinporlant branch of tiie commerce of the world, it records 


'I'hat the sunin.Y by Imlia to England ha.s been 

only..£.42,178,640 

While the Ui'.TOllN from England to India has 

been..... 48,808,341 


I’alance.£. 1 , 629,701 


Which would, from this statement, appear to be so iniieh to the 
disadvantage of laiglaud, the amount being funds, thus actually 
withdrawn from I'.nglaiid, and sent to India without returns. 
This would he llie natural conclusion from lliese data, if they 
were iu all respects correct; but the afl’airs of the East India 
Company nouhl then be desperate indeed; the only chance of 
ameriduieut, tile mily hope of security, the only possibility of the 
Company’s ever recovering any part of their losses is in the very 
reverse of his being the truth, of wliirh evidence will be pre- 

•)• ThirJ Reiioif, 2U. 


r Villa loiter C iniuexeit. 


U K 









181 


APPENDIX III. 


sently adduced from flic Second Report of tl\e Select Committee. 
It vvdl be seen that the political concern, in the accounts of the 
ten ilorial revenues, has actually furnished the means of paving all 
political charges, including the expenditure <if milif/.’ri/ armaments 
and expeditions, Imildin^s andJortiJications, the marine, civil, 
mid judicial establishments, within the year, in wliich any of 
those political charges were incurred. 

Had it not been so, were the political concern debtor to the 
commerce, were not the revenues raitlicicnt to meet every claim, 
under the hcail of Political Charge, the charter would not be an 
object worthy of contention, the Iradi' would not be pursued as 
deserving the zeal and labours of the ilircclors. 

The division of the Company’s comcin, without any ascer¬ 
tained boundaries of the coniniercial from the political branch, 
and this imperfect charge of .ii.l,6''J;),7('l, imputed to llie one, 
with a view to relieve the otlier from a l(urrhcu of losses and 
waste, which must ultimately overw helm tin whole, may be com¬ 
pared to a division in the character of himself by an ecclesiastical 
potentate, who, wheti reproached with his lii entiousuess, replied, 
that he was both prince anil bishop; and tlitit if he was guilty 
of the sins with which he was chaigcd, tiiey were committed iu 
his political capacitij. lie was llu n asked, Should tlie D—1 run 
away with the prince, what woidd hecoim- of the bishop ? 

Inevitable also would be the dowiiliill of the Company, if 
there were any defalcation of polilica! funds; these are and have 
been, during the period reviewed by the Committee, the |)iincipal 
source of income to the proprietors, and the oidy security for 
the creditors, however the eonierii may he artilieially and fan¬ 
cifully divided; as will he moie parliculaiiy shewn and proved, 
after hrielty observing, that with apparently Ihc same view of 
proving England to he a creditor of India, an account was ])rc- 
seiited to the Select Committee of the House of Commons, dated 
East India House, Igth March I81.‘5, under the signature of the 
Accountaiit General, which carries the aimuuil of the balance 
against India from the sum staled liy (heCommittee at 
to .£. 8 , 0 ^ 1 , 067 . 'Ibis account is ciititlcd an Account t)f the 
“ IValaiuc of Suppli<‘s between India and Eiiglaod,'’ &c. and 
extends from 17.9'2-3 to 18'0-11, inclusive, (.Letter 11 annexed.) 

Were this accouut entitled to credit as to (he amount wliich 
England is alleged to he iii advance for Indian commerce, the 
danger which threatens the East Intlia Company would be greater 
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than it has ever yet heen reprcseiitetl. Tlie only hopes for tlie 
Proprietors and tlio. Pnblir are in the very reverse of this account 
also provii " to he (he truth. 

It maker the haliinre. ,£.8,024,067 

The Re(iort ... 1,629,701 


Tills aceontil, therefore, cxcecths that of the Com- 
niitlet’s statement by..£ 6,.'5.Q4,;56'6' 


The niai’iiitmlc of this difTerence is alone sufficient to shake the 
credit of one tir hotii. 

It is true that one is continued a year later tlian the other; but 
this l>y no moans accounts tor (he difference in their results, unless 
it should be pretended that the fluctuation in tlie Company’s 
prosperity, during that year, amounted to upwards of six mil¬ 
lions sterling. 

Readers who may have taken the result of either of lbe.se ac- 
couids (IS criteria of the Compaiiv'.s commercial po.sition, should 
be told, that tlie balance iigaiiist India, as staled in this ac¬ 
count troni the India Hoti.se, is loaded with a charge of bills 

of excliHiigc, amounting to.. .£’.22,982,091 

Wbcrea.s it ap|)ears by Minutes of the Evidence of 
Mr. Ciirtwright, page .51)0, that the amount of hills 
acluallypaiduptoMarcli, 1810, inclusive, was only * 15,480,575 
Which iiinst include the Punds employed in purchas¬ 
ing the Invc.slnients received in England in the fol¬ 
lowing season of 1810-1 1, being the last for which 
any credit is given to India in this account. 

Overcharge.£.7,492,516 


* Sec Third Report, page 8 ; also the Aecuimt of Extraordinary Funds in 
Appendix 26, 3d Kepurt. Sec also Minutes of Evidence, No. 23, 27th 
May 1813. 
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In llie amount taken by the Accountant General a» a charge 
against India, are included the following : 

Tor Bills of Exchange drawn in favour of 

the Company. .£ 873,'32.‘> 

For bills running on the Company, dated 

previous lo l5th Sept. 1811, being. £.9,123,875 

Deducting the amount dated previous to 

15th Sept. 1793... 2,504,584 

- 6,61.0,291 


Overcharge as before.£.7,402,516 

It is only necessary to observeas tolhis dilference of £.7,402,516, 
that many of the bills, drawn from India, are not payable till 
the year tSUl, aaid that if they were entitled to a place in this 
account as against India, the inve.stinents of goods in India, or 
as it is termed, “ the supply from India to England,” should be 
carried on three years later. 

But besides the omission of freight and interest, both these 
accounts are further imperfect in taking the amount of supplies 
from India to England at the invoice prices, of whicb tlie rupees 
and pagodas are brouglit into sterling money at a lower than the 
actual rate of exchange—lower than the rate at which India i.s 
charged in the same account for the bills drawn on England, 
whilst the charge against India of Returns from England is 
avowedly loaded with 10 per cent, upon the actual cost. India 
is thus debited with goods and stores at more, and credited witli 
.supplies to England at less, than their actual cost; but to give 
India due credit for Iter 8ii|)p|ies to England, the proceeds of 
these gooils in the amount of casli returned to the Treasury in 
Leadenhall Street, should have been stated; withottt wliich the. 
figures iii these two accounts prove nothing. 
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SECTION IV. 

The Ai>penc!ices 4 to f) of tlie Foiirtli Rtport present ns witli an 
official view of the supplies to, and returns from, China, includ¬ 
ing expenses for I lie island of St. Helena. Tlie returns lall short 
of the suppl ea, according to these official stalemenis, in the sum 
of which the Select Cornmittee very accurately ex¬ 

plain to be so much apparent loss; hut deducting from the 
I'aiglish supplies 10 per cent, surcharged upon their cost in the 
invoices, an adjnstnient is made, and the apparent loss is con¬ 
verted into att alU dged profit of ^A5 1,524. 

These official accounts, however, are liable to the, same objec¬ 
tions as before noticed on the “ Extraordinary Funds” of the 
Indian treasuries. I shall not repeat these objections here, as 
applying to each item; but proceed to give a view of this ac¬ 
count, taken from the different statements in the Appendix, on 
the same principle as adopted in rcsiiect to the “ Extraordinary 
Funds,” by ifatiiig the ti Aoft amount of the Supplies, and at 
their actual not assunied Co.st. We shall hence perceive that there 
is also an uidavourablc balance in respect to the Canton trea¬ 
sury ; in other words, that, in the employment of these Funds, 
a heavy loss has been sustained. 

Tlie first artieh of supjily is Ibat from India to Canton. In the 
'Fhird Heporl, jiage 10, lids net uiiiount is stated at .£.3,313,0.54. 
There is an adjusted account in the Appendix to the Fourth Re¬ 
port % by wliicli it a))pears that treasure, in transitu to Canton, 
was detained in India, and tlieiefore debited to lleiigal, altho’iigli 
credited in the Canton books, llie net aiiioiiiit is tberefoie staled 

at...cf.’.‘2,87r,l6i 

Supplies I’lom I'.iigland, c/c. 

Piullion, including wliat being slopped 

in transitu, isdrbiled to Bengal... ,£.2,846,051 
Rillson the Ccurt of Directors, amount 

actually paid in sterling money t-.- K,.)6','j,S 12 

.£.11,41 1,863 


4 Fol.rlh Report, isajje <3, Apjiomlix 4 and 5. 
j- Dir e.■.. Appciirtix, lo. 
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llrouglit forward... j?. 1 1,4] 1,863 
Cargoes including stores, being the 

amount consigned from England... 16', 136^90 
Freight and sundries... 37,113 


■■-’7,585.16'6' 

Deduct for short deliveries of ev>r- 
goes, recovered in England, from 

ship owners. 72,384 

- 27,512,78'2 


Total Supply *.of.’.30,38£),943 


The official vouchers before noticed, give a less amount than 
this for the net supply to tlie Canton treasury ; first by stating 
the bills at a lower rate of exchange than the amount actually 
paid OB them ; and secondly, the goods and stores at the net 
amount received in Canton, instead of the amount paid for, and 
supplied by, the Company from England. 

Of the disposal or application of the Funds, the following will 
be found to be an accuiate stulemcnt from the same official 
vouchers: 

Consignments t from Canton to Fingland.^.27,I53,S75 


Other debits on Canton books for sundries. 429, • 79 

Net amount of supplies to St. licleim.. 81,697 

27 , 664,751 

Add net increase of stock +••.... 6 l 8,700 

Total.... o£'.28,‘»83,45I 


The difference between this sum, and the amount of funds 
supplied, is £.2,106,492; which liierefore constitutes the apparent 
loss on the employment of these Funds in China. 

The avowed los.ses in the accounts before us, and which may 
therefore be said to confirm the preceding balance or deficit, are 
as follows: 

* Appendix to Third Report, No. 5, and pages 6 and 7 of Fourth 
Report. t Appendix, No. 9, and page 7 of Fourth Report. 

7 Fourth Report, page 8; and Appendices J6 and IS. 
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b\ capture and shipwreck of goods outward... *£.1 lfi,367 
Ditto, loises Diul c(iar"cs, as per account, in Appendix 

No. I t. 95)5,243 

DifferenrcI i)i4wt cii tlie assumetl and real rates ot'ex- 
change on hills dniivn at Canton. 

Total.2,108,044 


It may be added, that the Company are known to have had, 
for many yeais back, a large outslamling balance with the IloNG, 
at: one time, upwards of a million .sterling, bearing no interest; 
and even tlie ])rineipal is deemed, by the best informed India mer¬ 
chants, who Ji.ive long bad eoinmercial irairsaetioiis with the IJong, 
to be in great ieo|i,irdy. 

The j system of this trade was ebanged in 1810; previous 
to whieli year it w'lrs a fnido of mere baiter; /ho w'oolli'iis and 
metals, Ne. from I’liigland, ludiig delivered lo I be Ciiiiiese mer- 
eliauls, who returned teas, silk, and nankeen. The goods on both 
sides Wi re eilend (o aecount, if appears, at ticiilions prices, 
higher than the real market value. The ohjeet of this eontrivance 
was merely to rai e nominally the seliitig jirices of the t'oni))any’s 
ex[)orts, so a- to make, t he loss iu this hraucli of their traile appear 
le.ss than it ually was. 'riioiigli it may be stiitl of these nominal 
f rice.s, that they would not atl'cet the ultiwatu balance on this 
trade if invoiced at a lower rale; yet as far as regards the f|ueslioii 
before us, the supply of I'unds to the Canton Ireasnry, and the 
emplovnieiif of these finid.s in the purcliase of lea, silk, and iiaii- 
kveii, it is olieioiH that a much greater k>ss than the one above 
staled, wonlil have appeared, if the goods bad been priced at their 
market value; for, it relerence be bad lo the statement of funds 
-supplied to this t reasury, it will b<- seen that tlieir actual amount 
in sterling inonev—the amount paid by the Company in bard 
cash, is given ; whereas the barter amount of the reliiriis to Eng¬ 
land is slated on the other side; which, being higher than the 
real value, makes the balance, or loss, less than its true amount. 

'I’hc rales of the barter system must also have materially af¬ 
fected the piobt . 111(1 loss account (Appendix, No. 1'!•); because, 
as this loss is calculated on a comparison of die invoice with the 

* Pouilti Ri'purt, page 7. f Foul tli Itcporl, pii^e (i, and Appendix 10. 

t AppcBdii, No. 2. Fourlli Kepoil. 
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enhanced or nominal sale price of the goods, it is clear that a 
sale at actual and lower prices would shew a considerably greater 
amount of loss on the China books; this also shows the diffi¬ 
culty of stating the balance or actual loss on these accounts, as 
they are now given, to its proper and full extent. 

Hitherto, then, it seems to have been designed to exhibit as little 
loss as possible on the Company’s export of British staples ; but 
ill 1810 the principle was altered. The Company forbad the 
barter system entirely; ordering the sale of tlieir exports to be 
for real prices, atid to be iirought to account accordingly; that 
the actual profit or loss thereon might be clearly seen. The 
contrary mode of proceeding (they add) “ goes to give the mer¬ 
chant a selling price upon tea, which the stale of the China market 
does not warrant, and deprives us of the croilil which would result 
from a general view of our commerce*, rij. that of being enabled 
to shew with precision the extent of the pecAiniary sacrifices to 
which tee submit, in order to extend the consumption of British 
staples." 

These are the boasted iiriiiciplcs on whicli litis losing trade 
has been carried cm for a series of yixirs, to flic average annual 
amount of nearly a million sterling: and a volmniuniis eolleciion of 
pa|)ers is added in the .Appendix to prove that the China market has 
been constantly overstocked, to the great injury and inconvenience 
cfbolh buyers and sellerstthe former of wliom re()catedly re¬ 
monstrated, though in vain, against the snperalnmdanl supplies 
with which they were thus loaded. Another voucher is added 
in the Appendix}, to shew how profusely the Company liave, 
throughout this period, cxceedeil in their su)V))!ics even the amount 
of their own superear"oes' indents, orordeis for goods; which 
indents are alwuvs founded on a local estimate of the known or 
probable denianil of the country. For woollens, it is true, there 
was always a considerable demand; but this is no good reason 
why it should ronstaiilly lie suppiieil in excess. Of lead and tin 
many thousand tons w'erc supplied, when none was deinancled ; 
and though the supply of tin did not in some few years equal 
ihe demand, the Court of Direetors explain in a note, that 
it was not their fault, hut that of the Cornish miners, who, it 
seems, not having the same palriotie mania, were interested 
enough to sell (heir tin to those buyers who gave them the highest 

* Appeiiilix, \e. g, Foarlli Uopoil. f Apix inlix, No. r; 

and 13, Foartli I’ciioi I. { Aintrmlix, No. 11. 
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prices; and i lius, for a season or two, cliecked tlie ordinary pro¬ 
fusion of tlie supjilies to Cliina. 

The conse luence of all this lias been, tliat the Company has 
sustained great loss in ihe lra<le; besides a large outstanding 
Imlance, lelt in the hands of the Hong, for many years already, 
without interest, and with great doubts as to the recovery of the 
})rineipal. 

From the iccdless manner in which Ihe afl'airs of a joint stock 
Company are generally carried on, this, and more, on the part of 
its Directors, might not excite surjirisc; but it is not so easy to 
concur in the eonclusion of smiie of them, « ho pronounce a losing 
trade, to the amount of near a million annually, to be a national 
benctit; or that forcing and overstocking a market for a series of 
.17 years, in spite of reinonstranre from the buyers, and in con¬ 
stant excess of the demand of their own local agents, to be any 
proof of raeicaiitile judgment or real patriotism. 

It has been argued in defence of the Company's conduct in this 
matter, that the I long have an iiilcresl in liuiiliii,g the supplies of 
British staples, in order that they may sell smaller (pianlilies at 
higher prices; and that the Company liave successfully opposed 
this interested feeling, by pressing on the Hong more and more 
of the commodities in (piesliun. But this argument does not 
apply to the supvrcar^ois’ hidctits and correspondence, whose 
interests lie on the same side with the Company’s. Yet Ihe Com¬ 
pany’s exports have constantly exceeded the demamls of the 
supercargoes th< niselvcs; and exceeded it in spile of their lepre- 
sentatitms as to this branch of trade being, from superabundant 
supplies, in a state of “ txlrcme depression." 


SECTION V. 

The Island of St, Helena having been originally granted as a 
port of refreshment for ships engaged in the India and China trade, 
on their homeward voyage, and constantly used as such, the net 
expense to the Company of luaiiitaining it must be considered 
a conmierci.il charge, and ought to be brought to account ae- 
cordiugly. Tin net charge to the Comjtany during the period 
in question, as appears by the accounis produced, has been 
of wliicli ^'.100,80.3 are stated to be the increase 
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of stock between 1792 and 1809, and ,£.62,58,9 of “ Dead 
Stock *. With these deductions the net loss by St. Helena is 
.£.1,1 14,553. 

Some conceive, that the charge of St. Helena should be di¬ 
vided, and one half debited to the Political head, i. e. the revenues 
of India, and one half to the Commercial; but I do not see 
the prt)priely of this division, nor con)j>rehend the principle on 
whicli it is founded. 

It should always be remembereil, that the East India Com¬ 
pany’s monoiroly is liable to many expenses n liich would not be 
incurred in the trade of an individual; but the extravagant ex¬ 
penditure. inseparable from such an institution, whatever claims it 
may have on the gratitude of those who benotit by it, cannot alter 
the funds whence it is to be discharged, or the responsibility of 
the corporation for having incurred it. 'I’he charge of St. Helena 
is of this description. 

The island is the proprietary possession of the mercantile cor¬ 
poration of Leadcnhall Street. It was granted -to them for the 
purpose, and has ever since been used for the convenience of 
their trade. It lias no connection whatever with the revenues of 
India, and the charge, however costly and iinoinalons, attaches 
as much, iu my opinion, to the Company’s monopoly, as the 
charge of tlicir counting-house or of one of their ships. 



SECTION VI. 

Having thus given a view of the official accounts relating to 
the several treasuries abroad, not Political, we shall next proceed 
to examine the accounts of the Treasury in England, and the 
general result, as affecting the interests of the Proprietors of India 
stock, and those of tire public. 

Of the casli accounts, annually presented to parliament. Ap¬ 
pendix, No. 22, of the Fourth Report, is a compressed general 
statement; whence a view is at once, and very conveniently, 
given of the wliole of the cash transactions of the Treasury in 
England, from March J793 to March 1811. 


Fourtli Report, page 8, 9 i Appendix 19, 20. 
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The generiil rcs\ilt of t his statement (vide Letter C annexed) is, 
that, iil'ier deducting on hotl» sides ail that has been received, and 
repaid, mi account of loans, as well as the duty oii tea collected 
by (he (loinpany and paid to (Joveriimeut, the actual disburse¬ 
ments have exceeded the rcceijils, in this |ieriod, in the sura of 
^.4,24!b.')9() : blit this is only the excess, alter adjusting the ac¬ 
count as above iiieiitioiied. 'File gross rec<-ipts, however, exceed 
the gross dishurseiueiils in the sura of 1,8(i.s. 'I’liis amount, 
added to ti e former sura, gives .f . t,(i41,101 ; which ought, 
therefore, tt be the amount borrowed by the Company during 
this peiiod, as shewn in this brunch of the statement; and it 
xvill acrordiiigly be found, on examining the account, that this 
sum of 1,()H ,401 is ilic precise balance of the receipts on 
capital stock, loan, duly ou tea, &c. ou the one hand, and 
the paMueuis on the same aeeouni ou I lie other. At the bot¬ 
tom of this staleiiienl is the areoirat x>f reeei|>ts and dishurse- 
nieiits mi acconiil of “ Private Iraile." 1 he receipts here, too, 
exceed the |iayiiicnts by uiiii this is explained to 

In? a debt still iluc by the Cmupanv to the I'ropiieiors. .Added 
to the above niciitioncd lailaiiee, it gives .£. t,,'HK5,7i’3 lor the total 
net amiiuut lorrowed by the Coniftauy, or reserved from iiionies 
passing through their hands; and if ive diduel Irom this last sum 
the hakince of rash in haud, on the 1st Miiieh 1810, being 
£.tjj4,l(v , we iiave exactly the. same net deficit, as before given, 

These adjuslnietils, it will be observed, iiielude the hahuices 
of cash in the '1 fea.sury at the eoiiraienceiueiit and close of the 
period, hut if these are also oiiiifted, the aeliial deficit, as shewn 
in an ex|ilait:itory note annexed to the slalement, is £‘.4,97^,422. 

In page ‘27 of the I'mirth Itepmt, the ■''elect ( omniittee admit 
the same net amount borrowed, and the same iillimale deficit, as 
above, though .somewhat dilfeieiilly explaiiu d. 

The most ini))ortaiU item of tins aecount is the amount re¬ 
ceived tfom )ear to year ou I he sale of goods. fhe iiggregatc 
receipts, iiiuler this head, are hut this ineludes a 

balanei; due mi .sales previous to ftiareli 1 79.3; whence, by ano¬ 
ther ailjuslcd account, it appears that the acliud amount of 
sales, witlrar the perioil under eoiiskleralion, was £’. I02,7.'j7,9.04 j. 


* Four 1 1 llcport, page 


] Appuiiihx, No. a,') and 51. 
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This is obviously a prominent object of enquiry and consider¬ 
ation. The official accountants hence deduce a profit on the 
trade of the Company of 21 millions sterling.', afteiwards reduced 
to 14 millions, as per Appendices 25 and 51, which, however, are 
mere Estimates ; but as they contain the principles on which 
views of the Company’s trade are p;etierally driven to the Public, 
including the Estimate lately submitted to both Houses of Par¬ 
liament by the Accountant General of the East India Company, 
an abstract of them, taken from the Select Committee's Fourth 
Report, is here subjoined. 



ABSTllACl' of Appeufhx, No. 25, Foiirfii Report of the Select Committee. 
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It must strike every reader as an extraordinary circumstance, 
tli'.'t I lie principal chargen here are estimated. An expense 
incurred and paid cannot be mistaken, nur ils amount be doubtful, 
and it is not unfair to the Court of Directors to say, that an 
estimate of such expenses is a just ground of suspicion. Nobody 
entertain.s more respect Yor the Iloiiourable Court individually 
than [ do, hut because their respectability is great, it would be 
idle to fancy it amounted to more than human purity and rlis- 
inlcrcslediii'ss; and what, let rue ask, would be tbouglit of esti- 
mateii accouiits, e\l.iltired by a private merchant, in a perilous 
staie of ills aftiiiis ? 

■ ci di se the v'.iin t of Directors aie in Ihe habit of submitting 
Estiuiahs of ihis dc.scriphoa In I’arli.uiU'nt, from an a])parent 
avcr.siou to c'.poei' the leei stale of tlieii commerce, it is no suff 
ficient reason fur fuliiAviug tin'example ; iieitlicr is the |>recedent 
of sidlicieul weight to guide us in eiapiirits of this magnitude and 
impoifcncc, wherein the disclosure of truth, without even pal¬ 
liating its most unpleasant appearances, ought to be paramount 
to every other consiuctatioii. 

llul liie cii'ciiiiisfauce alone of recnniiig to donhli'iil and ob¬ 
scure esliiiirJe.i I- avcs loom to suspeet, (hat an impoitaiil trutli is 
thus I'cijuiivd to ill! coiicealed. If the gain of tile Company 
were cei iii'ii, it iiiiglit lie exliibilcd in a piain and simple slate- 
meul, which lln‘ iiiust liostile seiutiny would he imahleto refute. 

If all the items in tliis accoiiut were ccciiralely e.slimaled, it 
would still he liaiilc to one olivious objection as a riicrcaiitile 
sliiiernc’j, that it ei>iitaiiis no charge on ncconnt of interest on 
the e.ijiiial, with which the trade is carried on, nor insurance. 

Considered as exhibiting a general result, it is liable to aaother 
objection, from being coufmci.1 to the import trade of the Com- 
l>aiiy, and excluding the export, wliieli is etiually interesting in a 
iiatioiuil point of view. 

The items in this account arc also .separately liable to remark. 

The invoice amount of Indian goods sold is .4'.'3.'l,0(iO,334'. 
Tile invoice amount of goods actually consigned t’rom India is 
o£'.‘J,),' 107 , 0 Q .9 * ; the dilFereucc, idler deducting the amount lost f 
on Ihe voyage home, is ,t’,I,3i;h5jb. 'I’lie amount of Cliiiia 
goods sold exceeds the anioniit consigned, owing probably to a 
purchase of teas on tiic Continent being added. But the invoice 


* Third Rciiort, A|ipciulix, No. 3, 1. 


t Ditto i?. 
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cost of the whole is aduiitled by the Seieet Committee to be 
reduced bel iw tlie actunl cost l>y all the difference between tlie 
nominal and real rates of the Hills of Exchange, drawn for |v.nt, 
payment of those goods *. 'I’his dilference on ll’.e C'iiina bills, 
which are a lowed to be wholly commercial, is .I'.Oifti, 131. ; and 
on the Indian bills, where there is a conceived diliicidly of disliii- 
guisliing coinmeA’ial from [lolitieal bills, is staled in tiie EojuIIi 
Report at t'.5fo,79y) Hnmgli tlie actual amount in page;) of 
the Tliird I eport is admitted to be .£.74.‘),(i37. 

With dcfereine to the Select Committee, 1 would beg leave to 
submit whether ibis ditliculty, in respect to the Indian bills, may 
not be removed by attention to the account of supplies to, and 
returns from. In lia. 

It may be laid down as an axiom, in respect to these bills, 
that if t/ie Siipplii's, includinp; Hills, p;reitlh/ cxca-d the 
Returns, then the Surplus Hills map he vonnidercd pvUtieal 
ones; but, if the Supplies onip eijual, or f(dl short of the 
Returns, the hills must he ciinsidered whottp commercinh 

Contrasting, Iberefore, according to this principle, the amount 
realized into the Indian treasuries from Englisii supplies, w’ilh the 
more imuicdiate returns to England, to say nothing of other 
eommi rcial items in the same account, we have the following 
result: 

* Fourtli Keport, ]>. l". 
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* SUPPLIES. 

Goods and stores, £.1,2247,2^0; of w hich there 

was only realized into the Indian Treasury dur- £. 

ing this period the sum of. 8,904,068 

Bullion. 7,360,752 

Bills of Exchange, i. e. the account received in the 
Indian Treasuries, and including those drawn in 
<lischarge of Indian debt. 14,746,038 


Total Supplies.£’.31,610,838 


* RETURNS. 

£. 

By advances for Investments. 26,038,266 

Commercial charges not included, but which ought 

to have been included, in invoices. 2,916,279 

Net amount Supplies to Canton... 3,313,654 

Advances on account of freight, demorage, &c. 1,128,7 80 


Direct Returns. £.33,509,349 

Supplies as above. 31,6l 0,858 

Excess of Returns. £.1,898,491 


Third Report, Appendix, No. 3, 4, and S!6. 
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The difference between lliese sums being in favour of the re¬ 
turns to England, leaves no difficulty in delerrainiiig the Indian 
bills equally w ith the China bills, to be wholly connnerdal. 

The Indian investments are prr)vide(l, in the first instance, by 
advances from the Revenue or political treasuries to the com¬ 
mercial agents, and the money raised in India on bills, with the 
amount sale of goods and stores only replaces a corresponding 
portion of R( venue previously applied to commercial uses; but 
these resource's from bills, goods, and stores, having been always 
insufficient to replace the amount of such advances from the Re¬ 
venue tieasuries, loans are then recurred to, as the only means of 
supplying the deficiency. It is true the amount raised by loan, 
as well as that raised on bills of exchange, goes immediately into 
the Revenue or political treasuries, but it is there received in 
discharge of a debt contracted by the commercial with the 
political concern, by tlie advances made, as above described, for 
procuring invostineuts. /t is thm the Indian debt has been in¬ 
creased, ami thus the iuveslments have added to the Indiau debt; 
and when the sum of bills drawn in discharge of Indian debt does 
not exceed the amount so borrowed to replace the advances 
from the Revenue or [lolitical treasuries, they are strictly and 
wholly chargeable to the commercial concern. 

Tlie invoice cost of the goods in this “ estimate” does not in¬ 
clude the commercial charges of India, stated at ^’.2,916,279' 
This ought 4x-rtaiuly to be added to that cost, and of course to 
diminish pro tanlothe amount of assumed profit. It is moreover 
limited to the amount of goods sold, whilst in general accounts of 
this kind, the whole of the Cotisigiinienis or Returns ought pro¬ 
perly VO be included, since it is the whole that requires to be 
accounted lor. 

The Customs are stated at .f'.3,8l9,478, but do not include a 
further sum of ,£.537 paid by tlie Company on their trade, 
partly as is iiiiiiimted on ex|Jorts*, and wliicli ought to cuter 
into every general view of their whole trade. 

The freight is given at d. 19,610,275, but this is an arbitrary 
estimate; for the whole freight paid by the Company, as appears 
by other statements, and parts of this Report, amounted to 
<£.25,i'35,,'i43 -) ; and the net balance of the freight account paid 
in England (afler deducting the advances made on this account 

'V' riiurlb Report, jiage .'>9, Appuulix .'ll. t Appendix, N<i. Si. 

1* I) 
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fiom the treasuries abroad, and the amount of short deliveries 
chargeable to ship owners) to ^.23,64.5,283. 

The Select Committee consequently explain in pages 22 and 
23 of their Fourth Report, that the estimated freight, or 

19 , 610 , 275 , is less by.Paid at home... 2,180,875 

And.....Abroad. 1,890,260 


Together £.3,577,13.5 

than ought properly to attach to the commercial concern. 

The home charges, in this account, are estimated at five per cent, 
on tlie gross sale amount. It will appear in the sequel, from ac. 
counts contained in the Appendix to tlie Fourth Report, that tlie 
whole home charges greatly exceed this amount; the Select Com¬ 
mittee admit, in page 25, a much larger sum of these charges to be 
'* exclusively commercial.” 

The great question, however, requiring to be decided, is, whe¬ 
ther the Company have gained or lost on the whole of their trade, 
import and export. This is the point which it chiefly concerns 
the nation to know; and the accounts before us are sufficiently 
full to establish the fact of gain, or loss, with certainty, though 
not so precisely as could have been wished. 

The cx))orl trade has always been considered, and even ad¬ 
mitted by the Court of Directors to be a losing one. No gain 
can, oil any solid ground, be. pretended on this part of the trade; 
statements, it is true, arc sometimes jnejiared witii intent to shew 
it; blit, ill these, the gain (if it be, not a misnomer) is calculated 
on the invoice price contrasted with the sale price of goods, 
without any description of charge, and without any deduction for 
the losses sustained abroad. 

We have already shewn, in page 170 , a loss on the su)>plies to 
the Indian treasuries of £‘.3,00.8,824, It may be objected, 
that this is the balance of an account, including political as well 
as commercial items; yet from the explanations given in the 
sequel, we shall perhaps be satisfied tliat the loss is wholly 
ow ing to the commerce. It will still further appear to be a mo¬ 
derate computation, if we only compare it with the commercial 
losses appertaining to India, whicli the accounts before us actually 
admit, as well as with others which may be collected from 
equally autlicntic sources, 

The loss admitted by Mr. Grant, in Appendix No. 12, to tlie 
bullion report of about 20 per cent, on the bullion exported by 
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the Company, woulfl naturally enter into a precise mercantile 
statement, but is wholly omitted in the Company’s estimates. 
A fair statement of’ the goods exported to Bombay alone, taken 
from the Company’s books, exhibits, as we have already seen, 
in . Part II. (-f this work, page 10, and Aitpendix IV. there 
refei red to, a loss of upwards of one million sterling; whilst 
of the stores the following extract of a letter from the Court 
of Directors to the (iovernmont (Icneral, dated 131h of May 
1807, may suffice.—“ The sales of marine stores, as at present 
conducted, ajtpear to us to reijuire reform. ^Ve observe these 
are made at certain fixed |)eriods; and from the latest accounts 
before us, we are concerned to find that a considerable loss 
has accrued on the invoice price of stores.” Another state¬ 
ment ean also be exhibited, if necessary, to prove that the loss 
sustained at one of the presidencies only, in supplying China 
with funds, has been very great. 

We may theieforc safely state the aggregate loss, 

for the three presidencies, as above, (jrage 170) at o£’.3,608,824 
In like maniiet the loss on the supplies from England 
and India lo the China Treasury should be next 
staled, and this amounts, as shewn in |)agc 185, to .£.2,106,492 
These supplies are adnutted to be wholly commercial*. 

Great losses thus incurred on the concern abroad ought to be 
noticed in every general view of the Conii)any’s trade—they are, 
however, entirely omitted by the official accountants; and, still 
more extraordinary to relate, in the estimates they present to 
the public, credit is taken for a profit (calculated as per page 
l‘)7) on tlie grods sold in India and China, without any notice 
or reference i r these heavy losses 011 the whole concern. 

We have consequently from the official accountants no other 
view of the Company’s export trade, than in detached notices and 
arbitrary assumptions, whicli would not be for a moment tolerated 
in examining the atfairs of a private merchant. 'I'lie zeal and per¬ 
severance of the Select Committee have, however, brought toge- 
flier, amas.sof otlicial vouclicr.s, from which an account may be 
framed of the Company’s whole trade, export and import, not 
liable to the objections which justly attach to mere estimates. 
Such a statement I propose to submit, after enumerating all the 
charges and I isses it ought to bear. Some of these require re¬ 


s' Sec Foiirtli Report, page 13, 
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mark. Tlie sum of each cliarge, which I introduce, is fully sup¬ 
ported by the Select Committee—I he only point in which I pre¬ 
sume to differ from this high authority is iu respect to tlte account, 
No. 51, admitted into their Appendix, and in which some of 
these charges are carried to a head termed “ Doubtful." 

The losses and charges on the trade are as follows ; 

Loss by supply of salt-petre to Government, esti¬ 
mated in the Report * at....... .£.436,689 

Profit on spices paid to Government t, and therefore 
deducted by the Committee from the Company’s 

profit on their trade... .£,423,395 

Customs t.£).5,819,478 

'Po wliicti should be added as per Fourth 
Report, page 39, and Appendix 51, 
customs on exports ...... 5,37,1 68 

- 6 , 356,646 

§ The freight charged on this trade in the preceding estimate 
ii 19 millions, as before stated; but the freight actually paid 
by the Company, and which ouglil to be aeconnied for, 
is £.25,035.543. 

This sum, the Select Committee observe, includes the advances 
made on this head in India and China, and .dso the debits to 
ship owners for short delivery of goods- 

it also includes expenses borne by the Comjtany on account of 
extra ships, over and above tlic freight charged by tbem to private 
traders; winch the Select Cominillee justly admit to he a proper 
charge on tlie Company’s trade. It is tlie more obviously so, when 
we consider not only that it is a charge peculiarly incident to the 
system which the Company liave so strenuously laboured to 
uphold; but that they liave taken and received credit, for the 
profits and advantages, which the same private trade has yielded 
to themselves, to the amount of near 2J- millions. 

The Select Committee allow a deduction to be made from this 
sura of £^.1,854,133, for “ political and military freight." 

• Fomfh Report, p. 17, and Appendix SO and 51. 

I Ditto, Appendix, 61. 

+ Ditto, Appendix vi, and Appendix 51. 

^ Ditto, 23, £3 j and Appendix 51. 
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In »s far as tli s charge has been incurred for military or polb 
tical services performed on account of His Majesty’s Government, 
it is included in the claims on Government by the Conjpany, 
which have been admitted and paid in England, to the amount of 
,£.8,21 !2,372. To tliis extent, therefore, it may be considered 
as an oppoi tunr receipt or supply to the home treasury. 

But in {IS far as this political freight is explained to include 
demurrage occasioned by detention, whether for dispatches or con¬ 
voy', the proposed deduction is decideilly inadmissible: and this 
it is known was the opitiion of the late much-respected Chairman 
of the Select Committee, Sir John Anstrulher. All trade is liable 
to such detention, and the consequent charge of demurrage dur¬ 
ing a war; even the coasting trade of Great Britain. 

To load the political head not only with its own appropriate 
charges, bat with many doubtful items on this occasion, as on 
many others, is unreasonable. The constitution of the East India 
Company is a mixture of commerce and politics, in wliich the 
one is rendered subservient to the other for nnilual advantage and 
support, and it mu.st iier cr be forgotten, that connneice was the 
tirst object of the incorporation of the Company. Extraordinary 
charges attach to the united systein as mnrh as ordinary charges 
do to ordinary eommerce; and what tlie Company’s trade thus 
brings on itself, as the unavoidable consetjucnce of this hetero¬ 
geneous union, it must bear, at hiast until a fair debtor and cre¬ 
ditor account be exhibited between the two concerns. 

As the case now stands, the political head is debited with even 
more than its lair proportion of charges, and has no credit for 
its supplies and constant aid to the coininerce. The political, for 
example, furnishes the commercial concern with advances in India 
for the pu chase of Inveslmeiits, as already shewn, page IQ6, at an 
enormous charge of interest, and both principal and interest are im- 
projierly considered to belong to the political head. Its power and 
influence £ re constantly exertetl, and sometimes in most ojipressive 
acts, to bifce from its subjects goods for the home investment, at 
a lower rate than the sellers couhl procure in the market. It 
receives no customs in India from the Company’s trade; and 
with these aids and sacrifices to llie ctunmerce, is it fair thus to 
■surrliarge it, or to draw out slalemcnls to shew the political 
debtor to the commercial concern, where these aids and positive 
pecuniary sacrifices are wliolly omitted ? 

That we may not hoivever be accused of arbitrary deviations 
* Tliiril Kejiort, Appendix 17, 



201 


PART 111. 


from the anUiority of the Select Committee, tlie sum of political 
and military freight, will be taken as they have admitted it, 
although it is thought to be a larger deduction, than ought strictly 
to be allowed. 

Having stated above the loss sustained by the Company on 
the supply of salt-petre to Government, it will be proper here to 
deduct the portion of freight carried into that account from 
which the loss is deduced. This is slated to be £.1,086,04!!, 
so that the net freight to be here idrarged on the 
goods will be.....* £.'22,0,93,366 

The next item of deduction is the home charges, called in tlie 
Report and Statements annexed “ Charges General.”—^There are 
two vouchers in the Appendix of the Fourth Report t; the one to 
shew the amount of these charges for the period under review; 
and the other to shew the particular items of which they are 
composed, in the year 1809 - 10 . The former account is divided 
into political and commercial charges, &c.; but this is another 
estimate on which the Select Committee observe, *' they do not 
‘'pledge themselves to the perfect accuracy of the distinctions 
“ adopted in it." The sum total of charges general is £’11,602,500 J 
From whicl) a deduction is made for 

political charges of..£.3,178,212 

And for articles for which value re¬ 
mains... 1,313,341 

- 1,333 

Leaving therefore for charges which the .Select Com¬ 
mittee admit to be “ cxclusivelycommercial”. § 6 , 910,947 

From this should he deducted, contained in the salt¬ 
petre account.. 96,376 

Leaving therefore, as the sum to be charged on the~ 
goods... ^.h.S 14,37 1 

* Total freiglit .. 25,035,548 

Mil. freight.I,8;i4,13;3 

Salt-petrc. t,08(i,04!) 

—■- 2,940,rus 

32,095,36fi 

f Fonrtli Report, Appendix 28, 39. 

;j; Pages 24, 25, and Appendix 22 . 

5 This is one view of tlie Charges General, taken from page 25, and Ap¬ 
pendix 22. According to anotlier, Appendix 28, the “ Charges, exclusively 
commercial," are about .f. 10,000 less. I have taken the former, as ap. 
piaring to me the most accurate; but the difference is of little importance. 
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Of the “ Cliarges General,” it may be remarked, that the wliole 
is required by law to be discharged, previous to any appropriation 
of the proceeds of the trade towards the payment of dividends. 
The remaiks made, wlien treating of the political freight, are also 
applicable to this item. In the sum of .i;.3,l78,212, separated as 
the amount of political charges, are included some iloubtful, 
but some decidedly not appertaining to this head. The expense 
of the*Easi India volunteer regiments in London is contained in the 
preceding sum t; but on what just grounds these charges are de¬ 
bited to tlie political head of India may not be so easily explained J. 
■Such eharges as these are, as I have before observed, incident to 
the Company's monopoly; ami if the profits are not equal to 
meet these its natural peculiarities, it may be deemed still less 
entitled to that support, with which it lias been favoured at the ex- 
pen.se of iiiilividual rights, and of the public good. The cost of 
these regiment.s is no where specified; we must llicrefoie in this, 
as in other artirles, adopt the division received also by the Select 
Committee. 

There aie three oilier items of charge in the official accounts 
before us, whidi require no particular remark, except what is 
offered in r.i;gurd to the last in page Ki?. They are as follows ; 


To captains of ships worn out. 

Balance of payments to Poplar...... 2y,()20 

Los.ses by advances to Ceylon and the 
Eastern islands... 

- 823.584 


■With iheie we find the following carried to a head called 
“ doubtful,” which is perhaps new in accounts, the first principle 
ot which si ould be certainty and precision. It apjiears, indeed, 
to be a head created for the expre.S3 purpose of receiving these 
items: 

f Third Report, .■Xppendix 48. 

j Tlie, Acemratant General of the East India Company, in his examina¬ 
tion before a Select Committee of tlic House of C^iinmons, gives as a reason 
for deeming tiiis a political charge, that the vohmteer.s were emboilied lo 
defend the Company’s warehouses in London, and (hat the goods contained 
in them, are property, which he considers as representing the revenues of 
India ! 
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Loss on consignmenls from port to port in India... 873,403 
Losses at the several presidencies, not included in 


political charges. 461,428 

I’aid on participation of the public. 500,000 

.Seamen raised for Government. 47,000 

Loss on loj'alty loan. 107,878 

Paid owners of rice ships. 110,525 

Supply to Bencoolen and Penang. *2,707,633 

Idem to St. Helena (vide page 33). 1 , 1 14,553 


.£.5,922,490 


Of all these items, it wilt he suthcient to remark, that the Com¬ 
pany have only two sources for the supply of funds; the one po¬ 
litical, and tlie other commercial. Prom these two funds all their 
expenses arc and must be defrayed; whence every charge, of 
whatever description, ought to be carried to one or the other of 
these heads. I’o carry charges to a “doubtful head" is really 
bordering on the ridiculous; for there are no doubtful funds to 
pay them—what is not political must be borne by the commercial, 
what is not coimnercial is political. Commerce is the parent of the 
whole concern. Prue it is, in some respects, an anomaly; but it 
is so constituted by law; and any charges arising out of this ano¬ 
maly, not strictly jioliticul, must necessarily be home by the trade. 
The charges and losses, moreover, having been actually sustained 
and contributed to increase the debt, political or commercial, 
must therefore appertain to one or the other. To exclude them, 
from both heads, from the political, because they are clearly 
not political, and from the commercial, because they would 
otherwise exhibit a commercial loss, gives an imperfect and 
erroneous view of the Company’s affairs, and conceals what is 
nevertheless really and substantially felt. What indeed are wc to 
conclude from all this tenderness of the commercial liead, this 
constant necessity ol' lightening its own appropriate burthens 
by aids and props at almost every step; whilst the political head, 
strong in itself, is boldly overcharged with what ought to be 
borne by tiie trade } 

* This sum is stated in the Reports at <£'.2,817,146; but the correct 
additiou of the Supplies is that given in the text, as will be further seen in 
pages 321 and 227. 
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One leasoii i’oi niy classing llcncoolcii, IVnaiig, and St. Mcleiia 
imder tile commercial liead, is, hecause llicy me factories kept 
up almost if not entirely for coimiierc.ial purposes. The Select 
(ilommittce are so .sati.sfie(l of this, as to reject the charge of them 
Ifom the political account; it can therellirc liill on no other tlmn the 
conunercial. The following may he (piotcd as the scnliiiients of 
the Court of Directors, in resj)ecl to llic too former faetoiis's; 

In tin ir letter*, .'fist /\iignsl I.soi, the net loss of Heiicoolcn in 
1707-8 anil l 798 -y, is .slated to Iiave been S7,000 jicr ari- 

nuin, afier riakiiig allowance for Ihe protil.s derived from tin; 
purcliast' of liie pep[)er prodnee.” 

“ The child' importance (it is added) of llcncoolen to the Com¬ 
pany, is in i coumcrciiil riew ; and in thi.s view, it is evident we 
have been very considerable losers, from the small quantity of 
jtepper supplied, amt the increasing charges of the establishment 
in every branch.’’ 

Again, ill their letler l.sili April iSO.'i. ‘‘A.s a commercial 
cs(abli.shnu'iil Piciicoolcn has become of/u> iniporlinici '; the only 
produce of il, pepper, is a io.siiig eoiiceni lo the Company, who 
ciai he much hotter supplied with tliat arliele t'lom the geme/ng- 
p/(intai'w7is of Priiirc vf W’ditD’is as well as fiom the 

Malabar coast. It lias im vdhu in a poliiicul view ; for no other 
I'.uropean iialion can turn it to much accoiml, or hear the expense 
wliicli mis-sl he incurred in maintaining il.” 

Ill page (il of the Second Keport, Penang i.s also repre.senleil 
lo have been estahlislicd cliielly for commercial purpo.ses. lleciinse 
“ llie value of the .sellleuient rose in importance in a cummaxial 
I'iftv," a .’eiiio;' ci\ il servant I'lom Bengal was ordered to he ap- 
poiiilcd lo the government of it in ISOO; and in 1SO.O it was 
constilntvd a seivarate presidency. In respect to the c.xpcnse of 
the cstablishm .'lit, the Conit of Directors ohnn ve. In their letter J 
ISth .April J 8(1.5, ‘ hut as we eiilertaiii a reasonable expectation 
that the Company will he imiemnilied for I lie charges they have 
already been at, and are farllier lo incur, in supporting an csta- 
hlislniienl at I’rince of Wales’s island, llial iiu/cmnifieation mun! 
he snpplii d in a gritU licgtxe from triidi', which the Company 
may carr; on prolitahly in pci»)ier and other cxjioils of the island, 
and imports from Europe.” 

* .Secoiit Kiiiort, IpiicinlK 0i>, I- Api'. ' f /Vpii. 

I-, 1', 
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Other coramercial objects in the establishment of Penatifj were 
to render it a general depot and emporium between Cliina, India, 
and the coast of Africa; to supply the Canton treasury with funds, 
and to dispose annually of 250 chests of Bengal opium, at a fixed 
advance of 20 per cent, on the medium sales at Calcutta. 

After these preliminary explanations and remarks, I shall now 
submit a more general and comprehensive statement of the Com¬ 
pany’s trade than that given by the official accountants. 




Crf Total Aniavnt of Exi>Cfrts, Sv^pU<. 
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The balance of this Geiieral Account of the Commercial Con¬ 
cern beiiif; ^..0,675,339 on the credit side, appears at first sight to 
be so nnicii profit, :ui<l liad the Returns been made from the use 
of European Funds only, would have liecu so niuch realized and 
justly applicable towards payiucut of the dividends, 


which amount to... ,£’.10,^36,845 

actually paid to the proprietors of India stork. 

To which add, two |):iynients of £'.o.j0,000, as 

participation to govenitneiit. .500,000 


.£.11,1.36,845 

These payments exceed the balance above stated 

of....... 5,675.339 


ifi the sum of. J?.5,46l,506 


Which is thus the amount rrf deliciency on this account of the 
Commercial Concern ; but it is not all. 'I'lie account does not 
contain any charge for the advances iiiailc from the revenues of 
India in ai l of the trade, nor the consequent loans made for the 
purpose of replacing those advances, nor any jrart of the interest 
actually paid on the same; but we will take leave of this account 
for the present with observing, that there is no other way of 
obtaining more accurate knowledge of the balance than by ad¬ 
verting to the alarming deficiency on the whole concern noticed in 
pages 160 and |6T : the reader must nevt r lose sight of the true 
meaning of what is termed “The Unfavourable Variation,'’ which, 
in page 16,'!, has been shewn to be not le.ss than .£.13,233,545. 
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SF.CTION vir. 

Tini act ol' pailiamciit for tin; renewal of llie charter in tTy J 
iwjiiircs lliat, after jiroviiliii" for the paviiieiit of Pjills of Rx- 
cliange ac< i'|t1i'(l hy the Company, and for the current payment 
of oilier tlebts, interests, and olhc-i onlgoiiigs, and expenses ol 
the said Comiiany, ftlieir Hond Debts always excepted) the 
reiiKiinder of the I’linced-; should be applied, in each year, as 

IbHows; 

first. 'I'o pav a dividend of 10 jier cent, on the capital 
stock cf the saki Company. 

Secondly. ,i..boo,Ooo per annum for the reduction of the Coin- 
liany’d debt in India to .£.11,000,000 sterling. 

Tliirilly. A .snin of £.i00,000 per annum into his Majesty’s 
fjxclnMjuer. 

fourlhly. In fnrtlier reduction of the Company’s deht.s in 
India, ami at home. 

i'lflhly. In angnicnt.ition of the Conijiany’s dividend. 

Sixthly. In, providing a Sum of 1'2,000,000, its a Gua 
ranlec I’idkI for the. Company’s ea|)ital stock ; and, 

Scvenlhly. In payment of whatever surplus llicre mighl he, 
aflt r tile dislmrsemcnls above-mentioned, into 
his Majesty’s Kxcheijner, to be placed to the ac 
eoiint of the Consolidated Fund, as the property 
of the I’nbli- in fnll right. 

I hese were the expectations of tile act. To shew how far they 
have been reali.se(!, the Coin I of Directors have laid before 
parliament a stalonient, wiiich is contained in ApjiciKii.x to llie 
Touith licport, No. !S, e.xliiiiiiing all lire cash recci|it.s and 
payments of (he, (hiinitany, exebesive of loans, irom 17y.3-'l' to 
1810-11. 'Fliis account is principally e.xtractcd from the cash 
.statement. No.‘22, Vihich we have already examined. It ought 
Indeed to he prcci'iely tlic s.!!ne, with tlie exception of the loan 
receipts ami )raymenls, and of its Ireing continued a year later, 
noth these stalemenls are subjoined ; the Ibrrner, as before noted 
under letter C, the one now treated of under letter D. JSeing 
(iriieial cash .slutenienls, I hey arc both of great impo i buice ; and 
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iii(‘ reatk'r is, llicrefoic, ivajiicsteiJ lo coitiparc them alteulivoly 
witli the (nese it ohseivutii'iis. 

This stateiiitfut D is iiAeiulcd lo sliew, tiial llie iTceipls liave 
exceeded the paymcdls, Icaviiij; a surplus, idler paying llic divi¬ 
dends, di' .i:r'.-VlV5,7.i(i; hilt Ii> elicct lliis (lie hidaiicc is struck 
willicnl incliiiiiiif'iUiuisie the in-.ymcnls, the iiiiiomil of “ I’iils of 
I'/Xi'lian^e lor Indian ddrl,” or j07,ti.') I ; to u lfic'i a srjiiiratc 
edusideratioii s ;;i\cii as eoinin" niidci 1 lie‘‘Second Hisid”ol' 
Appropriiuioii direried l>y the act. 

It has iieeii already ex|)laiijed, pa^c i;)(i, that the invcslniciils 
ill India, vdiici, fnniish the t'lmdiof the home ticasiiry, are pro¬ 
vided, in llie lirst instanee, l»y advances Irom the Ueveiuie, 
and also how loans arc reeurred to m order to replace those 
advances. In tlie I'einarks on the -.njiidies lo the Indian and 
China treasniies, Srelions I. and iV. and pai>'ej 1|M. to J.dti, we 
hiive likewise seen llialtf.vww e.'/m;/ /a mV ///e hillx dtawn on 
l/iv (\'vrt Ilf lUft fhu-s, ivtictlnr inr f drl/f, ur ol/nru'isc, 
it’ds i fjiiiiiii ?;• mnki: Uj) //<<■ vy.v,■,o //ewe/.v /or 

l/ic /o ceevo')/ of iinoslmi'itt.'/tlun.’io; /In-pi riix/. Tliis rnubt 
have been the Si l< et (,’omiiiillee's own view of the ease in their 
'I'hird lU'p lit, A-pj-.endix ,,:i.i; for there they insert the sum ol'«// 
llie hills diavMi on (he (Joiirt, us an item of those supplies lo the 
Indian treii'iiries, from vvhieli the investments were id‘ler\vards 
turnisiwd ; i iid i.dduce the folhuvin^ reasons for doin',’so. “ I’rom 
“ these accfiUnts it is to he deduced, that, when a s!n|)his revenue 
“ existed in Imka, it was, in eoidiirmify with the inineiplcs laid 
“ down in the a< t of 17 !Ki, applied to advances for the purehase 
‘• of investment, or for the supply of the Canton treasury; and 

when ciiiu'iiiir.I triHi Ihi fluids /iriiihhlr in Jiii/iii from sup- 
“ plii's fro/ll I'll rups', iL w/.'s found insiifficknl forilirsi piir- 

puttni. III-" (lilfcn'iiri' inis Jiirnishcd luj tiioiiii's riiistdon loan 
“ in Jmlia. In /rhah ver iimonnt tlicrijoir llir riipiliil of the 
“ Company in I '.npdand was not su/liiirnt for airrt/ing on t/ir 
“ trade, and for the iondiiil of the conarn tpencrully, the 
“ di jldencij was supplied liy mouhs rnised in India Again, 
“Tlie next s ipplv to the Indian ireasuries is the amount received 
" for liills of i'.Mhaiige upon the Court of Directors, which 
“ forms a vei'v piominent feature in the aeeonnt. A eonsiderahle 
‘ pt"'f of '< "US drawn for the li(jindatioii of Indian debt. It 

riiird Jvt‘|i(nl, p ice a. 
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“ is superfluous, in this part of the Report, to enter upon a de- 
“ tailed explanation of the principles and terras upon which the 
“ bills were drawn ; it is suflicient to say, that the amount of them, 
“ though Ostensibly an exchange of a public security in India, 
“ for a Bill of Exchange on England, is in reality to he con- 
“ sidcred as a cash supply during these years ; inasmuch as the 
“ debt in India would have exhibited an increase in the amount, 
“ so transferred, if tl)e transaction had not taken place 

This view of the subject is coutirraed by the records and highest 
authorities in India, from which it may be suflicient here to select 
the following extract, from a pamphlet, published in May, 1812, 
by Mr. Myers, formerly Accountant General, and, in virtue of 
that oflice, principal Financial Minister, to the -Supreme Govern¬ 
ment ; than whom better authority cannot be desired on all points 
connected with his high oflicial duties. Sjreaking of a Minute of 
the Governor General, dated June, 17U8, on the existing pecuniary 
relations between India and England, Mr. Myers observes, “ It is 
there distinctly stated, that the annual demands for the purpose 
of investment, upon a scale so far exceeding the annual means of 
the three Presidencies, is the principal cause of the present defi¬ 
ciency, and that tlie embarrassment of our Finances must be 
progressive, if some means be not tlevised for aiding the resources 
of this Presidency.” It is then recommended to the Court of 
Directors to “ take the earliest occasion of sending out supplies 
to India, &c. in addition to their usual consignments by at; in¬ 
crease of their animal exports of British manufactures and pro¬ 
duce, &c. and by an ammal supply of silver bullion," &c. &c. 

“ The immediate adoption (continues Mr. Myers) of these 
suggestions of the Governor General, would have prevented in a 
great degree the inordinate accumulation of Indian debt, and 
consequently of the annual charge for the interest of that 
debt. It appears, however, that the requisite supplies were not 
furnished from England, and that the .Supreme Government was 
left in a great measure to struggle, as well as it could, with its 
growing financial embarrassments,” &c. 

It should also be remembered, that it is only surplus revenue 
which can legally be applied to the provision of investment. 
Wlien there is no surplus, the extra but temporary aids, derived 
from the revenue, ought properly to fall ou the home treasury; 
and the goods and bullion exported falling short pf the supply 

» Third Report, page i;. 
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required, the burthen can only be transferred from India to 
England, through the medium of bills. Though the bills thuv 
drawn are partly for money raised at the time of their nego- 
ciation, and partly to discharge money borrowed to replace the 
amount, previously advanced from the revenues, for tiie same 
purposes of investment, they are all equally chargeable to the trade. 

It is shewn in pages Ifl l anti I8t, on the supplies to the trea¬ 
suries abroad, that tlic uiuoiiiit of all the hills drawn from India 
and China, and in discharge of debt, was upwards of 24 millions*. 
In the statement now under consideration, which, as before ob¬ 
served, is continued a year later, the sum total of bills drawn 
and f»aid is only 2.5 millions, and upwards ; whence it is very 
evident, that the separate hills in this account to the amount of 
eight millions, though nominally to discharge Indian debt, are, in 
their ultimate analysis, no other Ibuii iit discharge of that portion 
of the dclit, which was originally incurred for the purpose of the 
investmeui; and therefore .just as nnieli chargeable to the Com¬ 
mercial Concern as the other bills, or tlie bullion, or the goods and 
stores. 

In this view, the sum of j£’.8,507,d5l ought to he included 
among the other payments; and, if to these be added the divi¬ 
dends, as m tlie cash statement Appcndi.r 22, letter C. annexed, 
instead of a surplus receipt of .£.2,475,736, there would be au 
actual deficit ol' in the year I8l0-]1. 

In 1809-10, or the year preceding, the deficit similarly exhi¬ 
bited would be £.4,807,044: and being now above million 
more, a clear proof is here aft’orded that tlie aftairs of the 
Company continued in a retrograde course. 

The Ap[>ropi iation directed under the “ Second head ” by the 
act of 5793 , had clearly in view the discharge of Indian debt 
raised, or to be raised, for polUical purposes ; and certainly never 
contemplated, in its expected diminution of debt, that which 
might be iueurred to provide Investnients from year to year. In 
as far therefore as the sum of hills on the Court, under whatever 
denomination they may come home, have not exceeded the amount 
requirial to make up funds for the provision of Investment, it aji- 
poars to me, there has not been discharged one sixpence of that 

* India..£.1.5,48!),',7.1 

China.,.,. is,S<j.5,8ie 
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jxtrlion ol' tiie Indian dd,it, which was in flic coiitcmjilation of 
Ihe l.egislalure in ouactinij; Ihc “ Second” head of Apjnopria- 
lion; and, consequently, that Uierc have not been, on the witolc, 
:iny net proceeds free to be applicii to this purpose, iior even to 
that of paying the first head of appropriation or dividends to (he 
proprietors. 

The original Slalenient *, Apjtendix No, t;!, is liowcvcr drawn 
Old: evidently to induce a belief, that (wo, and part of a lliird,, 
<d flic A|)propriations directed hv (he Act, have been made. 
All the snjililies to (he lionic Treasury (loans excepted) are first 
.staled; and then the ordinary payments; letiving a surplus or 
net prorcetl of .1.1,‘5,74?, 107. Then follow three columns, “ Di¬ 
vidends on Stock’'—“ Dills for Indian debl,” and “ Govcniinent 
for participation;” all of which are, hy l.iw, defrayable from 
the ncl proceeds alone. 'i'lie ilividends being paid there re¬ 
mains T.2,473,7.id ; but this is obviously not eiioiigli to pay 
the next eolinnn, or million of bills (to say nothing of the 
payment in the third column into (be Exchequer). Whence there¬ 
fore, it may he asked, have these hills been disclutrged ? It is cer- 
Ulin they have not hoen paici from any tie! proceeds <d' the trade, 
and, according to this account, jnelctided appropriation, directed 
by tlie act, under the “ Second” lii.ad, could only be cfl’cclcd by 
borrowed nioncy. 

Tliese bills heirig cvideniiy misplaced in this column, if (hey 
are classed, ns they shoidd he, among the ordinary pavmcnts (as 
well as (he sum prematurely paid at the coinmeiiccment of the 
period into Ihe Evelieqnei) there will only he left 
to pay tqiwards of 11 million of dividends. This is the general 
result of tlie Stafemeut hefore us ; and if its five last columns he 
carefully inspected, it will be seen from this as from the accomil.s 
hefore exiirnined, that there has been, not only a great deiii iem.x 

* The I'Ciuier,. wild lias an oppoitniiity of leferrins; to the Ri'iiorl of li.,. 
Select. Cominiltei., will hint the totals nt all tlic euliami.s ot Apjnai'.li.v .tn, 
eorreetiy br;ae;iit into tlie am.exeil ahsiract I>; those celmutis which are 
there intended to .show ttie Mipposcd appiopriations aceordiii;' to tJie ar! 
are, in my abstract, slated m .separate line.s, nmler the balam e slniek tiy 
tlie Accoiiiildiit Gencial. 

It is very reriiarUalile, tliat the Aeconniam (ienerat of ilie East Ini1i:i 

Company, in tlie lialanee exliihiiin" siirpliis receipts to the amoimt nt 
■ t tabes nn notiee of tliese two let eotmmis ot pavim ids 

amounting to 



I'Airr in. 


'2 1 .'5 

i)ii tin; wlinle jiiitiod levit'wed, l)iil dial llu’. ddicioiioj lias Ihcii 
animal; amt that widiaut the aid of loans, of ol ‘ujiiilies I'foiu 
Oovenimeiii, the dividends eimld not have tieen jiaid in any one 
year. The Ibllowina; Stateinent jiroves tlii.s faci to demonstra¬ 
tion; whilsl; another (act of "loat impoilance in diis qnestion 
.'■Inmld !io i onsidered in conjunrtiou ivilh the vesnlt ahont to he 
exliihiled. 

It has heei, aroiu'd, that the deth it of Ihe Cash Account, or the 
necessity for ; ddilional loans at home, has hei n owing to certain 
Political jvayn cuts nnulc from the treasury in Leadenhall Street, 
which are coinidcred to he profierly ctiargeahle to the territoiits in 
India. A .separate acconnt of these payments is given in Appendix, 
No. Ah', to riiir* 1 Report,and aniounts tot np to 1 S(il)-10. 

Rut in the Cash Accounts {ride 48) it al ot appeals, that the trea¬ 
sury in Leadenhall Street received from hi> Majesty’s (ioverinnent, 
in ie|)ayincnt of advances made from Ihe Revenues in India on 
account of that (ioverinnent. the .sinu in hard cash of .t.'..a,Si 0 , 07 ‘^. 
Revenue was therclorc thus reinilteil from India through the nie- 
(liurn of Ins Majesty’s (ioM'inmeni to cover all*' the Political 
charges paid at honn ; and the eonchisioii is hence ijicvilahlc, that 
llie deficit (d' tlusc Cash accounts is occasioned hy tin; Coinjiany's 
coiiunerce. 

# I say nil, hecimsc die above simi of .4'.<i,lU3,o4'.) contains .several eom- 
inercial items. The expense oi’ Ihe Kast liniia Vi)limtfer.s is melmlecl in 
it, whicli is certainly not (iiofieity e.tiai'ieable lo llie le.vcnues of likli.i. 
This and others sho ihl he cuiiseijiieiUly (letaclie.d iVoin the I'oliUcal Ac¬ 
count, amt caliied to the coininercial tread or lliat of Ihc Cniiiiiany s ino 
iidiioly, willi vvliieh ailjnstnient, il is prosamed, the remittanees tVoin India 
would at least suffice to pay llie wliole of llio real I’olitical <.'hari;es at home. 
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ST.\TEMENT of tin; Cash Receipts aucl Payaiciits of the Com- 
pan;y's Home Treasury, exclusive of Loans framed from Ap¬ 
pendix, No. 48, to the Fourth Report, to sliew the actual 
Deficiency in each Year, between 17<)3-4 and 1810-11, inclu¬ 
sive, after classing the Bills of Exchange for Indian Debt, and 
the Payments to Government for Participation, as they should 
be among tlie other Disbursements. 

The total Deficit in each Year is here separated into Two Co¬ 
lumns, 4 and 5, in order to shew the Dividends separately, and 
the total Inadequacy of the Fuiid.s to meet them in any One 
Year. 


V ears. 

1, 

rjfsi 

Uecdpdi 

% 

Tof.-il V^ymeiU!' 
\u each Year, 
eXrlUStVQ ttf IIK' 
(>.xj»tmg Divi. 

viiifiid, bm in* 
ctndhig Af 

l^xcltaUKC for 
fntiian Otlil; 
fJovernm««t (oi 
i’drtinpation ; 
Riid Bd!fiiicc-s 
(ittc <tn paired- 
ittt; Years. 

3. 

Suvphia 

Recttipij 

4. 

Snrpbis 
l',^yments 
Irt each 
^’cdr, ex- 
chpjve of 
tl:e exisihifi 

6. 

Dividendi 

on 

S(<^ck. 

C. 

Total 

DeHcit id 
each Year, 
ludtfe up of 
Column# 

4- itixl 5, 


£. 


£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

1793-4 

4,3.34,911 

4,776,786 


241,875 

.36.3,,318 

807,39.'} 

1794-5 

.3,491,652 

6,255,560 

... 

■ 763,908 

619,64,3 

1,303,,351 

179d-a 

6,:*80,0;i8 

6,890,017 


509,979 

643,707 

1,153,686 

1796-7 

6,614,40:! 

7,.521,118 


906,713 

621,485 

1,528,200 

1797-8 

7,726,179 

8,840,646 


1,122,517 

629,791 

1,752,308 

1798-9 

8,50'4>j()7 

8,.517,092 

47,413 


640,092 

.393,477 

179U-iay() 

7,707,481.1 

8,0131,168 


373,680 

624,523 

1,008,203 

1800-1 

7,672,50:! 

7,543,904 

28,599 


6.26,.321 

.397,932 

1801-2 

6,738,234 

7,206,886 


468,132 

628,149 

1,096,301 

1802-3 

7,196,124 

7,308,645 


112,.321 

635{,78(i 

>45,307 

1803-4 

7,009,379 

7,967,729 


9.38,3:30 

626,627 

1,.304,977 

1804-.') 

.5,873,389 

0,153,,395 


2,278,206 

624,807 

2,903,01,3 

1805-6 

7,420,16.5 

9,569,245 


2,142,080 

692,327 

2,771,407 

1806-7 

6,67 1,.590 

9,137,068 


2,483,478 

627,682 


1807-8 

.3 390,764 

, 9,460,070 


4,070,106 

627,308 

•l',697,414 

1808-9 

7,7.30,887 

11,646,490 


3,913,603 

627,006 

4,.342,609 

1809-10 

6,445,413 

10,681,394 


4,233,981 

6.51,06:1 

4,067^044 

1810 11 

(i,4.72,04:i 

12.374,432 

... 

.3,902,389 


6,D3t,915 


In each line of this statement the last coluinn (6), or actual de¬ 
ficit, being a balance due, or debt to be discharged in each vear, 
is added to columu (2) in the succeeding year. 
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In like m iiiner the surplus receipts, column (3), are deducted 
from tlie payments in column ( 2 ). 

The total deficit, column (ft), is therefore the sum that re¬ 
quired to be supplied by loans. On examining the cash state¬ 
ment, ( 22 ), we accordingly lind loans recurrcrl to throughout 
the whole of this period. In I793-4. and 4-5, upwards of two 
millions were raised in new stock, and large sums afterwards 
by loans fro ti the Hank, and on bond, in every mcccssivc year. 

The deficit of the year 180<)-l() in this account, agrees ex¬ 
actly with the balance of the cash account 22 ; and the deficit of 
the year 1810-1 [ also agrees with the balance of the cash ac¬ 
count, \o. I 8 , 4 \hich, w ith the adjustment of these two authenti¬ 
cated cash accounts, shown in a note on the back of the abstract 
letter D, proves the correctness of the statement here submitted. 

It thus appears llrat the Company have not had in any one 
year of the period reviewed any proceeds of their trade for the 
payment of the dividends; but, on tbe contrary, a lieavy debt 
to be discbaiged, exclusive of the dividends, excepting only two 
years, in oik of which they had a surplus of 3 to ])ay 

dividends of ^.(i40,89‘2; and in the other, 41.28,599 P'^'y 

.f.6'26',531. 

This is an imjiortant trntli, incontrovertibly proved from the 
Court of Diiectors’ official cash statements. 

So far, therefore, from there having been means of making 
any of the Appropriations prescribed by the act, it appears 
that not one ot the brilliant expectations, held out at the 
commencement of this period, lias been fulfilled at its close; 
that loss stalks like a spectre through every general account we 
have to examine; and that this melancholy picture of disap- 
pointment is all the Company have to lay before the nation, 
as the result of their managcnienl during the last seventeeu 
years, and the ground of expectation for the next twenty. 

Tlie last line of the .Statement before us demands particular 
notice. We iiave here a view of the receipts and payments for 
1810-11, being a year later than the other cash statement annexed 
to the Fourth Report. Although the sales of this year equal, on 
an average, the amount of the preceding, yet the surplus re¬ 
ceipt is stated to be only 4.216 to pay dividends of 4.629,526, 
and bills of Exchange 4.1,035,561. It is natural then to 
enquire how these dividends arc to be jiaid in future. 

It seems to be clearly established, iii Section VI. that the lunds 
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i;ibwl l)y tlie (\)inpiinj for the purcliase of IiivesUiieuts abroad, 
llu' sale of wliic.li is ihc only source of pecuniary siipjily lo the 
hoiiie Treasury, In sides Inraiis, have still failed to supply ihatTreii- 
■sury witli tiie iiieaus of dischaif;in^ the current demands on it, 
including; liie dividends; and (hat the heavy charges incident to 
tlie Conipanv’s luanagement are the cause of this deliciency, 
whilst the aeeo\int before us show.s tiiat tlie deficiency is annually 
increasin','. 

liincli ha-, bt'en said, and written, on the extravagant waste and 
heedless inanageinent of joint stock companies. 'I'lie account.s 
now examined prove the total afcscnce of that feeling of private 
interest, which serves to animate and sui)po)l the exertions o( 
individuals. A gross profit of 100 per cent on the sale of the 
Conijiany’s imports is unable to cover the charges and losses sus¬ 
tained in bringing these goods lo the London market, vide 
page f!06. Wliat might not skill and economy in ))rivale iiicr- 
chauts have realized, with only one half of that gross prolit on 
llui teas, nankeen, silk, and jiiece-goods, whieh have chietly enleretl 
into the Company’s sales? 

'I'ltat individuals iniglit have pro.spered with one half of that 
profit, whieh letives the Com|)aiiy overwhelmed with debt, is not 
the only jrart of tliis ipu-tion that ougiit to he considered. If the 
.goods thus hvongli'i to market are so much dearer than they 
othervvise would he, consumption, and conseiiueiitly the Irude 
of tlie conntrv must he propoitiotiaiiy rcstiicled. 

Vvilhout a check on the eiionnoiis charges of the present system, 
there is no hojie that, under any moditication of the Company's 
tiade which lias yet been sugge.sted, they will he able to pay tlieir 
dividends, except by extraneous aid tiom the Revenues of India, 
or by loans. 

If the Revenues lie taken, either rlireetly to provide Invest¬ 
ments, or in the shape of advances to the King’s Governme.ii!, 
to he repaid to the {'ompany at home, there must he a eor- 
responding uddillon to the Indian ileht; since the demands on 
that levenne, if the interest on Indian debt, uitli other charges 
hereafter noticed, he included, are already greater than they are 
able to meet, 'i’ho.se who expect a contiuned surplus revenue 
in India, do not make projier alloivanee for the present state 
either of the Company’s commercial or political ad mi lustration. 
They are nnuwai'c, on (he one hand, of the iiniiossihility of l/ie 
coimueree being carried on without fresh and continued drains 
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Oil llii’ K'v.iuie; iiiid on tla- oilier, tliey foii'ct tlie eoiise- 
HUijiin's o( i'xleiuk'd eiii|iire—lltat iVuitl'iiI souree of everlasliiig 
nar. In llie revenues of Intliii, llierefore, 1o tlie pro¬ 

vision of liniils for the home Treasury, we shall only be aihiing 
to a load alvaady deelari'd to he almost inloleralile. 

If llie aid he by loans, a .system of borrowing cannot be of 
long dniaticn; but ninst soon come to its natural end, and 
nothing but the ititerl'erence of (ioverinuent can long avert the 
public disguice of insolveiuy. 


Sl-.CTION VII1. 

■\ftiU! taiung this general view of the Company’s wliole traile, 
diere remaius to be considered (relatively to the late discnssioits 
on the Milijc'f) what iniglit be tlie probable result if the Company 
i'cliiupiislied the India, and eoiitinued the China, trade, with 
llieir presell, iiieuinbraiices and esInbli.sliuK'iils. 'Phe view ,gi\'eu 
of the Chiivi trade separately in the aeeounis hi fore us, may be 
■ •ompressed into the following short statement : 

Invoiee eost iil’g<>ods/o between 
and i,SO;} 10 inclusive (Fouvih I'eporl, page i;,!)... Q.'J,\rij 
Add CiifgM's lost on the homeward voyage, in- 
eluding extra freight to the owners of the 
\V irreii Hastings*, and wliieh of course should 
hr added to tlie invoice cost of the remaiiiiiig 
goods. 3b'j,OOf 

.Actual invoice co.st of goods .sold.5 -0,070 

.Add—Ibeig it (Pourth l!e|:. page 1.1)...) l(),S,S(i,(.)17 
I.'u.stoii s (Ditto, ditto}. 

-1 l,1,0l,,o-t.| 


Potal I'O.st. ,C..jH, 67 t ,(i 1 1 

(iiiiis amuliiit sah.s (Fourth Hep. p. 13.). 57,f^^)6,274' 

Gios-i profit carried forward.C. l,9,--d,003 

■* riiiid 11,1)1111, A|i|)(’ikIi\ 'll' ; amt Koiirtli Ditto, \]jpioiflix:)t. 

I- 'I'll IS is tl c ;un )init (>«■’ r(ci;»lii cstinmi’cd in 'Hi, I'otulli lie- 

port ; but u j' 'I'lUciU'c 10 [’ue,'' >’-*<’> UO'** work will slic'v lhat ihc c.sliiuatc 

,’.s consifieiabi } It s,- iliriii Ibc suuonnl uctually 







I*ART III. 


■JIB 

Gross profit brought forward...... £.19,22A,66'i 

lleduci; bore, loss on Export trade 
and Supplies to China Treasury, 

page 18,5. £.‘2,i06,4,92 

The account referred to exhibits 
this amount of loss, in conse¬ 
quence of the goods and stores to 
Cliina being surcharged 10 per 
cent. But deducting the 10 per 
cent, from the Exports on the 
one side, and the Stock in hand 
on the other, on the principle 
adopted in account, page 206 ', 
this loss would be diminished 


in the sum of........... 1,582,674 

Remains. 623,8i 3 

Net charge of St. Helena. 1,114,5;)3 

Ilaff the net payments to Poplar, 
and to captains worn out, the 
other half being supposed to at¬ 
tach to tlie India trade. ]p2,10,5 

JJalf the customs oil Exports. 268,534 

Buyers of Tea returned..... 36'4 

- 2,099,724 . 

Leaving for profit on the 17 years revieived... 17,124,939 

Or per annum. 1,007,349 


With which the Com|)auy will have to pay at home 
charges general as follows: 

Supposing them lo be relieved of all that is classed 
under the head of Political and Military Charges, 
or .£.3,178,212*,and deducting also the amount 
lor which value remains, or .6.1,513,341, the 
remaiiuler, or charges admitted to be “ ex¬ 
clusively commercial,” viz. o£’.6,901,944, re¬ 
duced to an annual sura on the average of 17 


years, will he... 405,996 

Interest on bonds (Vide App. 40.)....,. 2 t-8,(:i."3 

Divideiid.s on stock (Dilto, ditto). 6.3 1,063 

-1,2S5,0’()2 

Net deficit per annum. £.278,353 


* Fourth Report, Appcniiix 28. 
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This statement is exclusive of any allowance for what would 
seem lo be an usual and heavy expenditure on the India- 
house, warehouses, &c. Being made up only to March 1810, 
it is also iMclusive of any view to the addilioiial debts the 
Company may have since contracted. The bond debt was then 
cf’.'t.O00,000. On the 18lh February 181.'), it was increased to 
=£’.5,.1.4I.000, 

The future loss may therefore be calculated at near ,£.300,000 
per ammm, on the continuance of tlie Cliitia trade alone; unless 
the interposition of Legislative authority should compel the Court 
of Directors to reduce their charges, and also relieve them of a 
large portion of their present home debt. 

When the necessary discharge of all the preceding demands on 
the home Treasury is considered ; when it is also considered, tliat 
the Com]>any have no longer a capital to ra'-ry on this trade, and 
that funds for the purpo.se can only he supplied by loan, or by 
remitting to Canion the revenues of India, those wla) have 
hitherto udvoratecl the rontionauce of the (iiiina mono] o|y, on 
the ground of its great and cerlitin profit, enabling the Company 
to clear oft' their pnesent heavy incumbrances, will find little 
reason lo rely on this expectation. 

From my own examination of the accounts submitted to Par¬ 
liament, 1 lliink it vain to suppose the Company can carry 
on this trade eitlier on its present fooling, or under any modifi¬ 
cations wliich have been .suggested, without increasing bur¬ 
thens which till- |mblic ultimately will he obliged to hear. The 
aid of Government may not be applied for till all other sources 
havi- failed ; this may be a last resort; but to this it must come. 
Events will, in tlie lueati time, abound, from which it will require 
no great ingenuity to select such as may plausibly account for 
future pressure or di-sastcr; hut if the seeds of iuevitahle decay 
be-now discernible ; if this unwieldy concern, whatever course be 
adojiled, can only terminate in loss; and if this loss is at last to 
fall on the nation, there should be no delay in preparing to 
meet the event with the least inconvenience to the ))ublic finances; 
and with the least injustice to those who have, in various ways, 
])articipated in the system which Government has so long che¬ 
rished and upheld. 

Though the evil he thus evident, and of .so great magnitude 
both m its pieseni exi.'-tence and future consequences, it must not 
he forgotten that justiee and sound policy forbid its alirupt ter* 
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iiiiii'.itioit, Alt siiililoii c.luinges in the settled eircumstances of 
society arc to be cleprecated. From j)riiici)>les natural to man, a 
coiis!(h;rabic (juiiiitity of liuniaii iiaj>)>inc.ss, employment, and pro¬ 
perty, coiisc(|uciitly of created rights, grows Ujr, and csta- 
lilishes itself under every system of evil; and, in sudden revo¬ 
lutions, the good and the had are involved in the same 
downfal. From the abolition ol' the old, and the creation ot 
fresh riglit.s, in tlie present iiislanre, iiuieli general good may be 
anticipated, and would probaidy (low; but should these new 
rights be set ui>, on the abrupt subversion ot those which ae- 
tiialiy exist, and wliieli ilie sanctions of llie sanie authority 
brought into beingr Ccitaiidy not. No one can no\v doubt the 
general advantages of free trade; but, flir the preceding rea¬ 
sons, it would pioliably be better so to open it, that the oM state 
of tilings may gradually ad just itself li> a new order, without any 
of those violent sliocks which would allbrd ground for the int- 
putaliuu of iirecipitaiiey and injustice. 

How tmicli tliereforeisitfohctlesired, that the full extent of this 
evil were at once met by a manly ackuowledginent of ils existence, 
and that a series of measures were timely adopted and calmly pur¬ 
sued to its gradual Init elfeetual extinction. It does not require 
the spirit of prophecy to foretell tliat the Company's monopoly 
daily hceomliig more obnoxious to the public, will not long be able 
to rvithstaml the general liostility ; arid if this event be not tempe¬ 
rately provided against in due lime, it may be ajrprchcmlcd that 
the injuries of a suddeir abolition will be felt in their greatest 
severity. 


SECTION IX. 

Thk next account I lliiiik it necessary to notice, is Appendi.x 51 
of the Fourth Keport, which professes to account for the imla- 
vourable “ balance of llie Company's concerns,” or, as it is also 
termed, the general “ balance of their i)roperty.” 'Flie reader 
is not to suppose that this term “ balance of property," ineaiis a 
balaiiee in hand; for it i.s itcre used negatively, to signify the very 
reverse of properly, viz. the actual deficiency, or irrecoverable 1 ob.s 
to which, in pages lO'l , 171 , and 207, 1 have endeavoured to call 
liis attention. 

' The framer of No. r,\, slates this balanec f.so rallftl) at 
f',1 l,020.')(.id; the Select Committee, in their remarks on it, admit 
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that the balance is not drawn witli that precision that might he 
wished. It is deduced tiy a comparison of the debts and assets at 
liome and abroiid, created witliiii the period, and tlie balance is 
struck by deducting, from the net increase of debt, the net increase 
of avail :ble assets, but at tiieir fstimated value, when, on the same 
erroneous p'-incipic as Itefore adopted in respect to the India 
rlebt (Section 2), this balance is vainly attempted to be accounted 
for. 

The value of the “ goods in England unsold” is, for example, 
given hi this latter statement, with tlie cslinialed amount of profit 
expected to he icaliaed at their sale. In 179”. h is stated at 
jC. 4,41 l. tr 'l; aud in 18i0 at ^’.6’.36'5,0 (j 0. But the profit in 
1810 being estimated much highcrthaii in 1793. in this account the 
differenc e is deduc ted ; and in doing this there is an extraordinary 
error. The computed profit of 1798 is cf.StOjOOO; and in 1810 
it is thus stated—China profit 41.1,819,000, India loss £.19,000*', 
instead of dcducliug the latter, it is added, as if the whole were 
profit. 

In like' iiiaiiiicr the “ goods sold and not paid for” are stated 
in the account, with the amount of jirofit thereon; but that 
profit not having been realized, the net debt in the mean time 
can only be d minished for the purpo.ses of this account by the 
amount of their actual cost. This cost is not, however, exhibited 
in any of tlie litatements brought forward. 

“ The cargoes not arrived in India and Chin!!,” and the “ Ex¬ 
ports pakl for (except bullion'') may possibly be estimated in the 
same wav a.s the preceding goods; Init we have no means of 
ascertaining it. 

The Home debts and assets being adjusted on these principles, 
as we have alrcudy seen tlie dt;bls and assets abroad were, 
tin: whole art litre combined, and a net balauce of debt 
deduced fromUie.se unitctl results o( .f.l I,020,,i66, as the ulti¬ 
mate “ unfavourable variation” on the whole of the Company’s con¬ 
cerns, ami which Appendix 51 then proceeds to account for by 
means of otbei rash disbursements. 

1 have already sli.'wu, in Section II. that the net balance of In¬ 
dian debt was inaccurately drawn, owing to an overvaluation of 
assets to the amoiiiil of £. 3,000,000, or thereabouts. There is 
a similar eiror in the home account, hut to whut extent cannot he 
-hewn. 

Appendix M 
r. 0 
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From tlicsf causes, it is clear that tlie statement before us 
afforils no grounds for coining to any accurate conclusion : it is 
far too defective to be relied on; and it would be useless to lead 
the reader through the rneanderiiigs of aii intricate and confused 
calculation on cstim-atea. 

If the fundamental item or basis of the account be wrong, it may 
be sufficient to say, tliat all the liednclions from that source must 
be erroneous also. After premising that the net increase of debts at 
home and abroad, or “ the unfavourable variation in the balance 
of property," only amounts to £. 11 ,020,566, it purports to account 
for this balance, by a statement of extra cijargcs and payments 
which coiicnrrcd to occasion it. It is divided into three parts; 
the first is a statement of cliargcs and payments deemed ter¬ 
ritorial or political; the secoiul of cbarge.s deemed doubtful; 
and the third is a statement, whereby the alledged commercial 
profit of the Company is reduced from '21 to M. millions, leav¬ 
ing a net profit, after paying dividends of upwards of two millions. 
The oliject tlien is to shew, that as the extra charges under 
the two first heads amount to 13 millions, whilst the net increase of 
debt is only I I millions, this excess of charges has been defrayed 
from the two millions of alleged net commercial profits. 

But there is an error in the very title of this account in the 
balance of debt being reduced to 11 million.s, by deducting, 
from the gross amount, assets at a supposed value, and not at the 
amount actually expended in creating (hern. Let us, as before 
observed, suppose a debt of 15 millions, with assets valued at 
five millions, lliougb they only cost or employed three millions 
of the debt in their purchase. It is clear there would, in this 
case, be 19. and not 10 millions of debt applicable to other pay¬ 
ments. So it is irrecisely in (be case before us; if the assets 
were more accurately valued, the balance of debt applicable 
to the payments, enumerated in the two first parts of iJiis ac¬ 
count, would be considerably greater. If the overvaluation of 
the Indian assets alone, or about three millions, bad not been 
deducted from that debt, the balance now to be brought forward, 
instead of It millions, would be about 14 millions, and there¬ 
fore equal to all the cash payments of the Statement 51. 

I have aln ady shewn Wo in pages t6‘l to 163 that on the principles 
laid dr.wii by the Select Committee, of excluding from the assets 
“ all the bad debl.s and properly merely nominal, &c.'’ and of 
deducting oiilv the good assets at their supposed value from the 
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gross debts, the “ balance of property, or unfavourable variation,’ 
on tile whob of the Company’s concerns at home and abroad, 
would be t-f.l 545. The framer of Apjicndix 51 has however 
deviated from this jtrinciple, by continuing among the home assets 
an avowedly irrecnvcrable debt of J^.fHtO.OOO, being a claim nil 
(joveinment decidedly and tinally rejcried by a Comniiltee of 
the House of Commons, in l.SOS. 

Tlii.s sum of . 13,C!d3,54,j im hides, as before shewn, the ar- 
riar.s of allowances due. Where the object is merely to account 
for the inonc' raised on loan, these arrears, it may be thought, 


oiiglit to be o lotted. 

Hediieting tlicrefore from.^‘.13,2.33,545 

Tile net increase of arrears... 7b‘f,527 


llcniains. . £.\ 2,46.9,018 


And this is the .sum which the framer of Appendix 51 ought to 
have brought I'orward as the “ imfavonralHe variation” in the 
whole concern, on the principles laid down hy the Select Com¬ 
mittee, 

By these errors, therefore, at the outset, this account is com¬ 
pletely invalidated as to its result; and its plausibility vanishes 
before a strict investigation of the principle on which it is founded. 

Tlicre is aiu ther error in ibe body of this account, which de¬ 
serves to be noticed. The net charge of Bcncoolen, &c. is stated 
at .€.2,817,146. 'J'bis is taken from Appendix 6, Second Report; 
but; W'c are expressly informed, that the lines of 1807-8 and 
1808-9 in that account are stated on estimate, wherefore a cor¬ 
rected stalenunt of these years is given in Appendix 11, Third 
Report. My siatenieiit in page 226’ is conserpienlly made up of 
Appendix 6', Second Report, and the correcteil account in Appen¬ 
dix 11, Third Report, whence it appears tliiit the net charge of 
Beiicoolen, &c is only of.2,707,633. This therefore is the sum 
whicli ought to liave been placed in Appendix 51, and it would 
materially alter the balance. At the toot of 5l the reader will 
perceive a balance of ^.55,192, “ kkckeding THE SUM to 
UR acuquntiu) for.” This of itself is sufiicient to invalidate 
any figured statement; yet the halauce is thought too inconsi¬ 
derable to he further noticed. Tlie rectilication of the error 
in the charge of Bcucoolcu, would alter this balance from an excess 
to a deficiency requirivg to be nccovnled for of .i'.54,331. 
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Tlie wore we analyze this account, the less reason appears 
to place any confidence in its result We sliall therefore fake oiir 
leave of it with adverting to an extraordinary novelty which 
it exhibits, and which persons in the habit of exaniiiiing accounts 
will probably find to be without a parallel, viz. that a statement 
which at its close, purports to exhibit u Ni.T suit ei, us vkofit 
of 2 millions, should have for its first item—after taking credit for 
every descri|)tion of property and stock in hand, at more, even 
than its actual value— ti millions of avowf.d ibukcovki?- 

ABLE LOSS. 


SliCTIOM X. 

Of the couibiiicd debts mentioned in the last Section, the In¬ 
dian is the moat important; and as the Indian expenditure i.s 
also more methodically arranged in these accounts, I shall hero 
attempt an analysis of that debt on a tlifterent princi|)le to that 
adopted in Ajipendix 27, Third Report. Perfect precision 
must not be expected, because the accounts with which we are 
furnished will not admit of it; but it' the prinvipfi- of my 
statement he accurate, it will give an entirely new view of the 
Indian debt; shew how unjustly the “ political coneerii” has 
been always loaded to ease and favour the commercial, and tend 
more than any thing to prove the necessity of a radical change, 
in the commercial administration of tire East India Company. 

ANALYSIS OF THE INDIAN DEBT. 

To form just notions of the nature and causes of the in¬ 
crease of the Indian debt during the period, being £. 20 , 905 , 194 , 
it is necessary the reader should, in the first instauce, carefully 
inspect the following account, E, No. 6', Second Report, which is 
stated hj the Select Committee (Vide Second Report, pages 1 4, 
41, 42, Sfc.) to contain every political expence inevrred abroad, 
including the increased expenditure, occasioned by the. Mysore, 
Mahratta, and other wars, the Egyptian expedition, the equip¬ 
ments for the reduction of the colonies of our European ene¬ 
mies in the Indian seas; in the words of the Committee, 
“ EVEBY charge INCCRREl) IN THE GOVERNMENT AND 
PEFENCE OF OUR POSSESSIONS IN INDIA.” 
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E. continued from page 2‘25. 

APPENDIX, No. 6 , to the Second Report from the Sei-rct 
Committee, on the Affairs of the East India Company. 



Net 

Hi prvcfti* 
iiif* r.igf-. 

Supply to 
Reiicoulr-n, 
IViiftnt;, 
Ac. 

hitcreit 

oil 

Dehii. 

Surpilji 

UeVLMMIt. 

S'lfpl'Dt 

CltsD 

Coiiil's r.stioialr. 


£. 


£. 

£. 

I'ch. 1708 



.'.G1,9‘-).i 

1,163,.577 


17iv? 


rtti,!17 


l,‘718,.57a 


17ti.')'l 


'lO.KiiS; 

.S?6,i>0.‘) 

1,642,819 


IVtl't-.f 

... 

G'l.OHO 

484,301 

1,396,.305 




I01.,l.'vt 

414,750 

872,943 


17‘»(i-7 


101,190 

4‘76,847 

406,94,3 

... 


17'.)* 0 


l(i.-i,y<»9 

60.‘?,9‘76 

118,746 

171)8 11 



7‘71,/WO 


607,988 

179i» 1800 


171,86.1 

9.57,‘736 


390,081 

il!00-I 



1,1)68,68.1 


1,1,39,451 

1801 0 


‘711,810 

1,386,.59.'? 

... 

487,676 

IHO'i-.O 


196,848 

1,361,453 

9i0»809 

... 


ian.' 1 -i 

... 

.801,O,S6 

1,.194,:.?8‘7 

1,4‘78,076 

tao-t-.'i 


;i7‘7,ie3 

1,566,750 

... 

1,.537,951 


... 

2,S0,.')99 

I,86<l,()90 


2,268,608 

IfiOfr 7 


179,197 

1,‘724,9.56 


3,152,322 

1807 8 


7‘>.n 

‘7,145,814 

... 

‘701,739 

1808 <) 


176.707 

2,.*J09,83(> 


‘7‘7,3,76.1 


17,08.7,187 

'->,707,633 

20,083,569 

6,478,397 

Deduct... 

t 

11,.5.56,402 
6,478,397 

5,078,005 


* Years 1U()7 and 1800, from Apppiidix ll, of Tliird Report, 
f .f.SjOTR.Ol.S according to Reports. 

grj' .See note at llje. foot of page «a;i. The eolumii of Net Revenues 
is here repeated; the four following columns show the appheatioa 
of the Net Revenues, and the anioiint of the Surplus Charges. 
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From tills account, llie remicr will pciwivc tliut the revenues of 
tniliii liuve been equal to the pavincnt of all the charges of a civil, 
inilitarv, anil political nature, including the heavy expenses of all 
the conquesti, wars, and military exjiedition.s, during the period 
reviewed wit’tout the ait! of liienia: and that the excess ol’charge 
to the amour,t of .£’.,'i,07.S,015 sterling, is, only the hiilance after 


paying a eolcinn of 

“ Interest on Debts,” amonniing to ..0,S3,5f)9 

And the supply to lleneooleii, Penang, tke .,2’.",707,633 


As the money borrowed is not among the receipts, it is natural 
to impure why the column of interest is inserted in this account? 
If the principal of the ilebl be foreign to it, the interest of that 
debt can hare no claim for appearing here. Omitting therefore 
the amount (>f interest, which is certainly misplaced, and ought 
to be in the same account where the princijial is entered, f./yr- 
pendu, No. i'ii, Third Report) revenues of India will be seen to 
have yielded a considerable surplus after paying all the charges, 
which are above enumerated. 

It is moreover important to observe, that all these charges, in¬ 
cluding the i ifercst on the debts, arc allowed only to exceed the 


revenues of the period in the sum of... £.5,018,0i5 

Whilst the net increase of debt is.. 20,905,lOi 


Dillerence. of. 15,8 27,179 


Winch being incurred after ilefraying every description of what 
even these accounts claim to be a political charge, the differ¬ 
ence mU't and can only he a,scrihable to the commercial concern. 
Were it not so, the charges in this account teould exceed the. 
amount of net. revenue to the full e.rtent if increased debt. 

But the resr It of Appendix 6', let ter Is, is still more fully confirmed 
by the following statement, extracted from the Court of Directors 
“ Exposition of the Company’s Finances,” submitted to Parlia¬ 
ment, under ilate the 1st of April, 1808, ami for distinction sake 
marked F. 







Lxlvacl J'rom I’apera relating to Hast India Aff'airs. Ordered 
by the Home oj Commons to be printed -Z'Zd May, 1810. 
No. 1. 

Page O'. “ That a more distinct view may be esliibitod of the 
“ Financial State of the Conipany abroad, at dill’crent peciod.s, 
the account, No. has been prepared, to slicw tlie ainonut 
“ of the Indian Kevenuics, of the Charges and Surclus, 
“ or Deficit of the Company, from the year 1793-4 10 IS07-S, 
“ iiiclusiie, togellier with the stale of the Indian debt, through 
“ the same space of time. 

From this account the following periods are extracted. 



J'.AKT in 



il-JiJ 


It >1 
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Comparing this statement 1' willi llie more general one E, he- 
I'ore gi\en, page and 2'3C), we tirid the columns of total revenues 
and charges agree, with the exce}.'tion of those for the year I HOj-O. 
Tliis statcnrciit F having been prepared in the beginning of ISOM, 
it is probable the accounts of 180.5-6' from India had not been re¬ 
ceived in a correct state, from which circumstance (as noticed in 
Mr. Wright's Evidence, Appendix I. Third Report) it often 
happens, that corrections and amendments are obliged to be 
made in these accounts at home. The general statement E 
being the last prepared, we may, therefore, conclude to be the 
correct one, in which the total revenues tor )S05-tj are stated 


at. of’. 1.5,403,4.01) 

\n<l the total charges at. 1.5,501,328 

Leaving for this year a ml charge of.€ I 


'File column of interest differs in the two statements here com¬ 
pared, because in F the «'/(o/c sum of interest paid in each year 
is included. In ilie general statement F, we have only the “ In¬ 
terest exclusive of what waspahl on the securities redeemed by the 
.Sinking Fund. ’ 

The last line of F, or for 1S07-8, is estiniatci I throughout. 

After these necessary explanations, if we look at statement F, 
we shall perceive that the total leveimes exceeded the total 
charges of India in the year 17!)3-4, so a.i to leave a snr))lus of 
upwards of two millions sterling. At this lime the debt was 
Tlie revenues coiitiiming to exceed the charges 
excepting only the trillingdelicit above noticed of <tM57>.9l.9i in 
1805-6, we might hence reasonably ('xjieet to find the debt 
diminished, instead of which several millions sterling are added in 
each succc,ssivc period of the .statement. 

The years of stalenicnt Fare, it is true, detached years, hut 
in the regularly coiiliimcd years of the general statement L, there 
is a large amount of surphis levcnne in each, with the exception 
of 180.)-(ianil 180f>-7, when a net charge appears. Allowing for 
the deficit of these two years, the tiet snrplns for the whole 
period will be found to In'./'.17,833 ,187 as shewn in page‘225. 
It hence clearly apj'cars that there was certainly no “political” 
cause for increase of d<d)t, lint an actual surplus; yet, during this 
time, the debt, as sitii in F, went on rapidly incrca.siiig, till in 
t .S 07 -,S it was quadrupled. 
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Exlcniiiiig our view to the wliole period of the general state¬ 
ment, we find tliat wiili an annual surplus revenue, amounting in 
the aggii'gatt to nearly IS millions, an addition was made to the 
Indian debt of 

This is so oecisive of the deitt not l>eing political, that Iroiii this 
statement alone we should be juslitied in pioiiomicin!; the contrary 
of tlie commonly received opinion, as lieing heieby liiliy and ineon 
trove.rtibly cstublislied by ttie Iteport of the Select Committee. 

The only ligiired .statement, which the .Selcel Committee iiave 
given ns to aeeomit for the inrrease of delit, is the Appendix No. ‘2ij, 
which Will be found at the. eiiil of this roinme, in.nked A. It is 
thought iieeessary to recal the atti iilion of tiie reader to it more 
jiarticiila! ly ii this place, because it is of the imporlunct: 

that it slioiile' uow, in conjmiclion with the preceding accounts, 
marked t'l and F. lie attentively considered. \Vc here see, on 
no less iuitberity iban tlmt. of tiie Seleet Committee, supported 
by otliriiil vouelici's, that the eiiod'., stores, iuiil Imllion sent out 
hy the India Cam|t:!ny for the puriio'.es of their tnide, rea- 
li;«ed only ,t'. > iii>t a third of tlie amonnl reipiired for 

the di.sburseiiienls on the otlier side of ibis account, amoimting 
altogetlu r to f, 

It is ii'so seen, tinit the piinci|r.d items of tlmt disbiirsemeut are 
commcK ial **, viz. 

Goods for tin returning investments to Fugland .... X.'26,03S,‘2(k> 


Commential charges. o^q I 

Advance^ for freight:, demurrage, and for rice ships. 1,128,780 

Supplies to the eommercial treasury of CamtoM. 1 

AilvaiicC' lor wdiieh Lomlou is debited |. 286,678 

1..0SS bv I'.onsiannnaits and ri’millauees. S73,IO.d 

Losses al the presidencies. '16'],1?,S 

Assets. 8,2!i8,66Y; 

Dead stock. 2()(),000 


.i'.4,j,ol7,l.).i, 


Gf till' remaining items in Appendix 26’, tiie following expla¬ 
nation is drawn from the reports and voiicliers before us, viz. 

Isxccss of political idiarges.i'..'j,()7.S,01 .> 

* i)i ,l)iu'S4 iiuMif.s pnuci{»a!ly foiiiinoicial, or in diioct ;>upj>!y of 
land,” ivS tin? dt'.i^inaiion ustn! in l!n‘ account. 

t t'X{ laini'd ill Appendiv No, 4 of tli« "riiiiil llcjiorf, to be aJ' 

viinees to uflicois and bcaiiien of lost .ships, to Iiidii’o conlr-udois, 
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This excess of charge is cx]>laiMC() in Sccnnil Report, page ()3, 
to liavc been partly occasioned by supplies to Bciicoolen and I’c- 
uaiig, to tile amount of .t‘.2,7t'7,b'33. It is evident from the Couil. 
ol' Directors own lef tera, that liad it not been for their commerce 
or commercial vicu's, neither of these sctllements would have 
been kept up. 'I'his sum, therefore, must be carried to tlie com¬ 
mercial head, and the more esptci.illy as the Select Committee 
aclnaUy reject it from the political head (Vide Appendix 51, 
Fonrlh Report). Of the remainder, or ,£.'2,.370,382, i^ will lie 
fontid, on a moderate computation, that, if the Company’s trade 
liad ])aid cii.stoms in India, much more than this amount, 1 should 
think at least three millions sterling, would have been added to 
the reccipt.s. Or, if the (hmipanv hail not traded, a corres¬ 
ponding additional sum in duties wonhl have been received from 
those iH'ivate traders, who woidd, in sueb ca.se, liave supplied the 
demand, which the Company hare done. In wliatever jioint 
of view, therefore, this be considered, it is fairly deliitable to the 
commercial bead; and it is crprally manifest, that if tlie Com¬ 
pany Iiad bad no connneree in Imlia, the. polilic.d concern would 
not only liavc been relieved of this exce.ss, but have sliow ti, on tlic 
contrary, a i'artlier surplus receipt. 

Advances fa Ceylon, Aic.£.I,()’6'l,345 

wliicli ! liave imdi'istood to be princijialiy for tlie purchase ol’ 
cinnamon and ether spices; llierefore a commercial item. 


Advances on account of 11. M. (Jo- 

vcnimeni..,,. 

Payment of Nabob's crcdilor.s. 

Raja of 'i'an jore’s rlilto.. 


£. 

,913,78,3 I 
1,0.58,1)5.3 j 

6.!-,<)41 - 


Political items. 


Tliese united .sums make up the above mentioned aggregate 
disbursemenis of the account A, or ,£.5‘2,25k3,'2S9 ; but it follows, 
that of all the eompoueiit items of that aceomit, the subjoined 
disbm=ei:ienfs an all that can be deemed [lolitical, viz. 

K'.cess of political < harge.s, after deducting 


the net ( barge of Reneooleii, <Nc. !2,370,.382 

i’aynu'lll to Nabob’s creditors. 1,058,<)53 

Ditto, Rajah’s ditto. 6'i,Ot4 

.Advances ou account of H. M, Govcnimeiit 913,778 


£.4,407,157 
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If howevi-’r the political head were credited as it ought to be for 

customs, sav. .i:.3, 000,000 

Also for llie Stock in hand of salt and opium, valued 

as ]>er Apoendix <), 'I'hird lleporl at. 

ivhieli ought to be creflited in this account, as it con¬ 
tains both the charges atieuding their mauufacOiie, 
and the receipts from iheii- sa.ie. 

And if at. tlic same time it was relieved of a heavy sum 
of Commercial charges rstiinatcil in Part 11. page 
j6, to he upwards of.. 1 , 000,000 


'I'ogcllier ,£.‘l',S31,01-8 


There would llidi he revenue more than suliicieut to pay every 
political charge, and also the iulerest on tht whole debt. 

From this analysis it is chairly to lie iulerrcd, that upon a lair and 
imparti d .statement of the polilieid aeeounis, the leceijits would 
exceed the cliarges (d' the period, ami that the wliole eolitnm of 
iiilere.st or .t08:3,. 6 ( 1 ;), iu as far as it is tiot a political eharge, 
would be sarplui lleveiiue. T5nl this eoliimn of iiilcrc.st includes 
• lie interest on the debt previous to lidd, whieU must now he 
coiisidcred. 

'flu; interest on (lie debt jtrevious to 17d3, ave- 
vages fur the tirsl live years of aci-ouul Is. i . Ib7,(>li(i. 

For the wliolc 17 years of that aeeount, it would 


umouiil at this rate to... 8,1()0,3‘7'2 

Dedueliiii. this aiuouul from the cohimuol interest 20,(183,ab'y 


And wc sliall have for .surplus revenue during the 
perii'd, alicr paying every desrnplion of Political 
charge, tli.it can he Iraecil tlirongliall the accounts 
here revimved, the sum of... ..(11 ,() 2 , 5 ,'if 7 


'fliis appears to In* tin; fair way of considering the ]tolilical ac¬ 
count, and of a pertaining the .surplus levemie actually ohlaiiicd 
from the Iciritoiics ; hut in whatever way the aeeouul be .stated, 
'/((■ iinporhiiil Juct of « siirji/iis rernnte vautwt be couemUd, 
for if V, ilhoiil any additional sums to the credit, we leave all that 
has evi r Is en or ean he pretended to he a charge, including 
vloubtfiil itc ns, lo the dchil. oi' the political head. 
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Viz. Tlio excess of political cliargcs... .£.5,078,015 


I'lie interest on the debt previous to 

17,03. 8,400,322 

Ami the following from A)ipetKlix 26, 
viz. 

Advances on account of his Majesty’s 

(ioveniiiient-. f) 1 3,7 78 

Ditto Ditt(> Ceylon 1,601,.315 

I’ yiricnt lo Nabob of ArcoCscrcditcirs 1 

Ditto llaja of Taiijorc, Ditto 01,OH 


-17,236,457 

And admit the wliole to belong lo account li; the dift'erence 
between this amount, and that of ihe cohnnn of intere.st mi.sjilaced 
jn account E, will show the following Surpln.s Revenue during 
the period 

From Ihe amount of interest iin|)roper!y charged A’.20,0S3,.i6’:) 

Deduct the above... 17,^.36,457 

There .still reinaiu.s as SDRlMAhS REVENUE... =1.2,847,112 

.After defraying every deseriihion of j)olilical eliarge, that can any 
where be traced, without tui, aid or nottiiow'r.D monky. 

The following conclusions are therefore submitted to the judg¬ 
ment of the reader. 

That it is this eolnmri of interest alone wliicb causes the account 
E, to shew an excess of charge. 

That as the piinci(ial of the Indian debt is not iiieluded in ac¬ 
count No. 6, E, but in that of the “Extraordinary Funds” No. 26’, 
/I, and as no part of that debt appears to base been wanted for 
any political purpose,s, the interest can only bo charged where the 
principal apjrears, and that if (he debt be coininercial as we have 
slicwii, Ihe interest belongs to the same head. 

That as the ix'vcmies of India would so eertainly have yielded 
a very large surplus but for the commercial transactions of the 
Conijrany, it is to commerce alone that the debt in its ultimate 
analysis can be ascribed. 

And that the “ Political Conceni” having been more than equal 
to defray all its own charges, ought to have received credit for its 
supplies to the commercial concern. 

The Accountant General of the India Company having declared 
before the Select Committee of ibe House of Commons, lljat lie 
had never been able lo lind out (this was his original exitrcssion) 
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lilt; C(un|)iuiys coiiiiiu icial caj)!!!)! *, wc havo in tliis commerciul 
ilebt siitbrieiii evidence tliat it lias Ion" since (iisap))eared, and tiie 
ijiiestion, vi::. “ how (he Company could carry on so extensive a 
(lade, “ will out capital," which appeared to many persons ipiile 
inexplicahle, may now he more particulaily consideveil. 

I'here seem to be four means bv which Innle can he carried on : 
First. By nn am of a free capital. 

Secondly. By means of an animal revemic or ineoiiie. 

Thirdlv. fly nieaiis »d’ money borrowed at interest. 

Fourthly. By ineaii.s of money raised on hills, to he ))aid from 
the sale proceeds of the "oods at the place of eonsiijnment. 

'Fhese rlitlereiu aceoimts prove that llie trade of the Fast India 
Company has In eii carried on for the last twenty years by the. 
three latter means only, vh. 

By the revenues of India, to the amount of several 
millions .sterling, .say, ius uhove, page I'lM. c£.'i,8‘l'7,l 12 


By imme.y rain'd on loan in India. gOjitOa,ly4 

By money raised on liills in India, which lidls were 
paid in I'liglaml from the sale pio<eetls of the 
goods consigned.... 1 ■f,74'fi,<)j,S 


i.’.SS,'!-.98,344 

This amciuit of snpplie.s to the conmiercial concern is undeni- 
ahle; it is lie hiwest sum at which they can he stated, alU r dc- 
biting '.lie political iicad as per page 2,'t I with every political, and 
even tvery doubtful cliarge; and we may now jiroeeed to give an 
inteiligihle view of the funds, wlieiiec (he trade lias on (he one 
hand hecii suitpiied, or carried on, and the dishiirserneiils on the 
other, arcortliug to the official accounts. 

The .su|i )li( .s hv India amount to .F 38,41I,S,H 1 V 
rii'' aimnmt rec.lli'ed from goods, 

.stores, and Imllioii, In. 

And otiu r receipts on sundry ac¬ 
counts a.s per Appendix 2(1, 
letter A, to. :i'J3,3T> 

SVe shall then have as the amount 
of commercial funds employed 

ill li'.ilia diiving the period. o£’.5.j,l3(i,.a30' 

♦ “ [ c(i !c< ivc, that the actual cuiiimctcial capital the (toiiipaay eniploj' 
•l ight to be siiliji ct to an iiileresl; full what the comiiieieial capital ol 
ilie C uiipa ly is. X have never heeu ahic to ascertain exactly. Itliimti'i 
of Jo. iilcia I! taken heforc tlie .Select. Committee of the House o! (.0111 
mulls Nu 'i';, page .lac. Air. !'i:iilcitrc 
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Tile conimorciiil (lisbi'.rscuicnts in 

India arc staled in |)agc S.Sl, at •£.43,.') 17,150 
To wliich slioidd be added the in¬ 
terest oil tlic eonimeiciul riebt 
since 1793, (tliat on the debt 
previous to Iiaving been 
carried to the iiolitical bead) 
vide |>age ... 11 

Total disburseinenls.. 40,oJK* 


Wliatevcr want ot’ inccisioii there may be in tlie preceding state- 
inent t'roin inaecuraeies, (or wbieir (lie otiieial aceounis are alone re¬ 
sponsible, one laet is undcnialily proved - ibal the debt is wholly 
eonmicreial; tlie inteiest lliereoii becomes consequently a coni- 
mercial charge; and both are accordingly exhibited now, as tiiey 
ought always to be, in the same account. 

Wc have thus a view of the origai and first application of the 
coniinercial funds—-Of the investments provided for England from 
these funds it may be added (hat the sale [iroceeds, after deducting 
prime cost, have been aiisorlied (.see page 206 ) in the general 
charges and losses of the whole concern; wliilst it is equally clear, 
that il' the general commercial account (page 20(i) were debited, 
as we now sec it ongbt to be, with the sum of eonimereial interest 
above spccilied of more than i I millioirs, it would have every 
of the divideiidu at home to he paid with borrowed 

money. 

It is further remarkable lliat tlie prime cost of the India and 
China iiivestmerits, greatly exceed the cost in England of the re¬ 
turns to liuliu and China, in goods, stores, and bullion for the cor¬ 
responding jreriod. The iuvestinents being however t'urni.slied 
from funds not requiring to be replaced, as in ordinary mercantile 
speeiilation, but from what may be termed annual gratuitous sup¬ 
plies or domitiuiis, from the political to (he eomniercial concern— 
all that is realized from the sale of these investments in England, 
is therefore so uiueii gained to the cuimnerciat concern, and this 
is consequently, in ihe absence of any legitimate mercantile capital, 
the only fund from which these goods, stores, and bullion can be 
sujiplied, or ultimately jiaid for. 

Il is India therefore, or what i.s eommonly called llic “ Political 
Concern/’ winch has supplied the furid.s necessary lor earrying on 
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the Com|)any s trade. And ali the statements framed to shew the 
political debtor to the amount of inillioiis to the conmiercial con¬ 
cern are mere delusion. 

The error of supposing the debt political, arose from the circum¬ 
stance of loans being recurred to on political emergencies, in 
consequence of anticipations of tlie revenue liy the trade, and the 
amount of the money borrowed being irnmedialely applied to 
political service.s, as is more particularly exjtlained in page 196'. 
Nothing however could have led us to mistake its legitimate parent 
but inability to penetrate beyond the surface of the Company’s 
intricate concerns, until these Accounts were \)iinted. 

I would fain hope, however, that a plain truth, hitlierto long 
concealed, is now fidly disclosed; and if so, I must again re¬ 
peat, tliat it is of the greatest importanee to be duly weighed; 
for with the |)rcscnt burdens on the revenues of India, there are 
no ostensible means of carrying on the Conqrany’s trade, but by 
lieavy additions to the present debt, that i.s, by draining a country 
to the r\un of its most valuable re.sourccs, to carry on a losing 
trade, injurious It* ttritain, but injurious in a tenfold degree to 
India. 

In a former paragraph, page 1 have shewn, by a simple com¬ 
putation, how much suqilus revenue there would have been during 
the period reviewed, had it not been anticipated by the commerce. 
It may he satisfactory to .see this confirmed by another calctilalion. 

At the commeneement of ihedieriod the Indian debt amounted 
to nearly eight rnUtions, the particulars of this debt are not given; 
but on examining tlie same account, 2d Report, Appendix 6, it 
appears, that the revenues at this time, and for the five succeeding 
years, yielded a surplus, after paying ail charges and the interest 
also on this debt. We have lienee strong grounds for at least 
supposing that the debt, previous to 17h3, was also commercial; 
but not wisiiing to assume any thing, we will consider the wliole 
of this debt to be political, and the interest payable thereon to be 
a political charge throughont tlie remaining period, 

Tlie case might tlien be stated as follows: 

The total sum of interest paid from I7'd2 to ISO9, is 20 mil¬ 
lions, which, if it hail been put out at compound interest, at the 
average rate of nine \)er cent, would amount to 35 millions. 

The whole Indian debt, at the commenccnieiit of the charter, 
say in round numbers eight millions, at the same rate of com¬ 
pound inte est would amoniit to 32 millions in I8O9, that is, 
eight millions the original principal, and 24 millions of interest. 

i I 
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Deducting this latter sum of interest from tlie preceding 35 millions; 
the ditfercnce being 11 milliuns would, in this ease, have been the 
surplus revenue during the period, agreeing with the calculation in 
page 233, instead of the present addition to the debt of 20 mil¬ 
lions, making therefore a difference of 31 millions in the Com¬ 
pany's favour. 

It follows, therefore, that if there had been no commerce dur¬ 
ing the last charter, and that the “ Political Concern” had been 
managed to the best advantage, the revenues of liulia, though 
loaded with the whole debt previous (o I7;)3, would still have 
yielded a net gain or surplus to the Company of at least eleven mil¬ 
lions, to extinguisli the original debt of eight millions, together 
with a disposable surplus at the close of the period of upwards 
of two millions sterling per umuini. 

If this had been the ease, what would now he the value of India 
stock f Or what might not be done to promote the wealth and 
prosperity of India? 



SECTION XI. 


RECAPITITLA^J'ION. 

Thi'. fonrlrtsioiis lo be <ln',\v)) from this exmiiiiialion ot llic Com¬ 
pany’s accounts, oniliraciiif'objecis uliosc niniicrical value exceeds 
the amount of 170 iniirmiis slciling, and involving considerations 
which affect the rights and interests of sixty millions o( our fellow- 
ereatiires ii India, as well as the rights and interests of the East 
India proprietors at home, liilly Justify the observations in the 
Second Speech, that the whole concern has been a losing one ; and 
it seems impossible to asciihe the loss to any other cause than the 
Com|/;my’s commercial exiiondilure. 

This will appear more cevlain from a brief recapitulation of 
the principal accounts which liave been brought under review. 

The cash accounis. No. 'ta and '1-8, prove, that all the com¬ 
mercial o|ii'i'ations of the Company, though f.icililalcd by an¬ 
nual iidvaiiK.s horn the Icinlorad leveimes (d' India, have been 
insuffu ieut lo the payment of the doimmds on the Company’s 
treasiii v, w Ihout borrowing, iu England, the sum ot 

a full and explicit confnnv.itioii of which will ho found in the 
statement c f hieelion 7- 

From account E, page it is shewn, that all the political 
chiirgis in India, were dcfraverl from the roccimes dining Ihe 
period, in vhlcli, however, ii is admitted by tlie Seh'ct f..ommittce, 
that the adililioiial debt or “IJiifavourahle Variation” arnomilcd lo 

£.\ l,020.5tifi. 

If it shoald agaiii he a (picstion, from what cause this debt has 
liecii coutr.'icted, what has occasioned this “ lIu( >vonrahIe Varia¬ 
tion ’ in the Conijiaiiy’s allairs lo such an amount ; lelerence might 
he had to the account in the Third Itcporl, iiage lit, in which the 
political head is made to be d. btor lo the commercial only in the 
sum ol ,£1 ,(>‘29.701, hut (Ids is not sutlicienl to explain the “ un- 

I’avouiahle variation’’ot... . 11,020,566' 

Were we even to admit a balance lo be due from 
the political head, (iioiwithslandinglhe ohjectiuns 
stated to that account in Sect ion 111) of.. 1,02.9,701 

The difference.,i .9,3yo,S65 

would still I'emain to he accounted for on the principle adojiteil by 
the Select ('omiuillee. 
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The general account of the coramer9ial concern, page 20(J. 
exhibits, it is true, a balance of profit on the trade, in the sum 
of £. 5 , 67 ■'>,339 ; but no one would dispute the jnopricty of 
charging the trade with common interest on the capital employed 
in carrying it on, if these accounts had any where slated a specific 
sura as the commercial cajiital of the concern, on which the 
interest could be calculated: alrinuigh this is not done, (See Evi¬ 
dence of Mr. Cartwright, page 202) tlie account E, page 225, 
exhihibits a sura of Ji’20,<)S3,5by, paid for iulerest on the Indian 
debt contracted, as shown in page 196, and as might be expected, 
to suj)ply the. want of capital in a traile which has extended to 
the amount of of. 170,000,000 sterling Such a trade, it is ob¬ 
vious, must have required no less a capital than has been thus 
derived from the revenues of India, to the full extent, staled in 
pages 20 j and 236'. 

The .sum of cf.l 1,020,566, the admitted unfavourable varia¬ 
tion on the Company’s concern, may, with great propriety, be 
considered as only part of the amount paid for interest for 
coniniercial purposes; and if tins interest on the capital bad 
been charged to the debit of the general account of the com¬ 
mercial concern, the balance would then e.xbibit a very difl'erent 
result. 

The attainment of complete precision in any of these state¬ 
ments, such as ought to appear in a commercial balance sheet 
would require vouchers, which the Court of Directors alone can 
produce; the author having access only to such as the Honourable 
Court have laid before the Select Coimnitlce, tlie want of it 
may he here excused; and without dclaiiiiiig the reader to 
search t art her for it at present, this general examination of the 
company’.s accounts shall here close with recurring to what ad¬ 
mits of no question. 

Oftlie profit on tlie vcturiisof the Coinjtany's I rade orX'.5,f!75,339 
by the general account, page 206, and of all the surplus reve¬ 
nues of India, it is renmi'habic, that not the .smallest fractional part 
has been disided among the proprietors of India Stork since the 
last renewal of the charter. The iacrea.sc of the Company’s 
debt amounts, as may now be stated on the authority of parlia¬ 
ment, (see Appendix .511 to...£.11,020,566 

Of this, which is so much borrowed money, only... 10,636,845 
has been distributed in half yearly dividends among the jrro- 
prietors; wiiilst the original capital, all the imagined profits of 
the trade, and the surjilus receipts from all the Company’s terri¬ 
torial acquisitions are expended, and irretrievably lost to the 
projuirtors. 




CONCLUSION 


ArxEit IliE anal^'siB of these intricate accounts, w'liich shew wlmt 
are the intans by which the Company’s covnnicrcc lias been sup- 
portefl, or can now be carried on, the Header will have no diffi¬ 
culty in jicrcciving tlic greal j upoitance, of coniltiiiiiig the result 
with bis deUberatious oii the revenue systems, now in tlirce in 
India. He will here sec that it is to snjiport a losing and ruinous 
coiTimcrce, .hat the resources of India liave been niisapproprialed; 
for this they are rc(|uired in excessive amount, and not for tile 
political objects of necessary protection and defence. It is to 
glut a moi (ipoly which lives but to devour, and which an en¬ 
lightened and bberal policy would disavow, that our Indian sub¬ 
jects arc loadetl with a tax unprecedented in its rate, necessarily 
vexatious ii it.s exaction, and ell'ecluidly obstructive of pros¬ 
perity in the fairest regions of the globe. Among the objects 
tliat demand the atiention of legislators, are there any which 
may justly lie preferred to these? Do they not, require pri¬ 
mary consideralioii, and impressively ayipeal to the feelings of 
those, vvhos : hnast.s are most aiiM- to the aib ancement of hiinmn 
W'clfan ? 

Ill tracing tlm causes whieh, to my couvielion, account for the. 
present bacl.ward and stationary stale of our Eastern possessions, 
I shall feel iuucli liisajipoiiiled, if my remarks are supposed to be 
intended to coiwey personal censure, or to atlaeli blame to cha¬ 
racters of deserved rcspeclahility. It is llie system throughout 
which 1 comleniii, and I only roudemn it, because twenty-six years 
experience lias tully convinced me. of its injurious effeets. No 
maxims can be more trite than that frailly is the lot of man ; that 
it is easier to detect error in ollier.s lliaii to guard against its 
original commission in ourschc.s; and ybat no Immaa work was 
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ever bcpun wliich did not admit of progressive improvement: but 
will) lliese eonviirtions of the inevitability of error, how puerile is 
tliat sell^ibilily, whirl) tires at its disrlosure, and opposes with acri¬ 
mony every attoupt at salutary iinprovcmciit! Measures which are 
undeniably felt as evils it is a perversion of talent to defend—the 
only n)anly course is to avow and reform tlion. 

The necessity of a full exposition of the exisli))g evils in the 
system causes then) to be the. promi)ieiil features of this treatise ; 
bill the contemplation of itnmixed evil is ahvays cheerless—it has 
been consetpiently mingled with intin)ntions of the advantages, 
which would result froni a different course, and these shall now 
be repealed. 

The evils coi))ph)ined of may be referred to two principal 
soiDces, the Conipany’s commerce, and the land-tax in India; 
and it is from the gradual abolition of the one, and the i-educlion 
of the other, to a reasouabte standard, that the following benefits 
may be anticipated. 

Hy the gradual abolition of the Company’s commerce, they 
will he relieved of the certain incumbrance of additional debt, 
which, at the rale it has latterly increased, must, at no very dis¬ 
tant period, involve them in iirelrievable ruin. 

I$y leaving the Indian trade free and open to all, the internal 
wealth and resources of India w’ill he incalculably increased, its 
productions will be multiplied by an ctfeclual demand, and 
the land being tints rendered more valuable, and giving a iiiglier 
rent, llie present tax, wbere it is declared to be permanently 
fixed, will be reduced in relative proportion to the principal v.alue 
and animal produce of each estate.- 

Ity willidrawing from the trade of India, tlie Company’s go- 
veinnient abroad u ill restore satisfaction to countries, where their 
commercial interference now occasions irritation and discontent; 
and as internal prosperity increases, llicir sovereign interests must of 
necessity be proportionably improved. Imaginary would llnis be 
exchanged for real benefits; mid for the immense losses and bur- 
Ibeiis whieli their commerce has actually entailed on llie Corpora¬ 
tion, resources would be .sidistiluted, contimially aiigmcnciiig witli 
the growing wealth of their subjects. 

We have .seen bow the revenues of India yield a considerable 
surplus, which is absorbed by the Company’s eommcrce. Dur¬ 
ing the perioil reviewed, Ibis surplus would have been sntliciniil 
to have liipiidatcd the whole of the debts abroad, whilst no 
addition would have been, made to those at home. With good 
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manaj!cnient tliis surplus would still rapidly conduce to the reduc¬ 
tion ot their jtrescnt aociimulatiun of debt, and leave, as we have 
seen, ail ultimate surplus of two millions per anniiin. 

But this el ect would he much heightened hy just attention to 
the revenue system. Free commerce would coiuluee to dimi¬ 
nish the reli tivc aiiiouiit of the land-tax, in the districts where 
its rate has been permanently lixed. In immense tracts of 
country it is still open to any modilicution that may be re¬ 
solved on. ] n this respect the case adduced by the Select Com¬ 
mittee ot tho almost incredible success, which accompanied the 
reduction of the tax in the. cederl districts, whereby the aggregate 
revenues were increased in eight years from 10 to tS lacs of star 
pagodas, and which the Select Committee themselves chiefly 
uscriheto this reduction of rate, cannot he loo often brought to 
notice, or too strongly insisterl on. VVe have here at once a me¬ 
morable proof of the paralising effects of the tax at the ordinary 
rate of its exaction, and of increased industry ami augmented 
levcuuc from its rcdmuimi, proimbly not to be eipudled in the 
history of ai y other country. With this example before ns there 
ciin be nothing sanguine or visionary in the anticipation, tliat a 
more genera and still greater reduction of the land-tax, in all 
those districts to which that blessing may ycl be extended, coupled 
with entire recdom to the manufacture and commerce of their 
products, would increase the prosperity of India, and the re¬ 
sources, efficiency, and security of its internal goverimieut, far 
beyond tlie praiuieur and weabh of its ancient state. 

By the cli inge of measures, therefore, tiius suggested, instead 
of further a Iditioiis to the public debt, cllectual relief would be 
obtained from present incumbrances; instead of a stationary state 
of socitdy, 'vhicli must render every addition of debt doubly 
burtheiisomc, if not quite iiisupporlalile, a state of vigorous and 
advancing prosperity would make even present burthens com¬ 
paratively ligiit; and, instead of suiijecls, irritated hy the arbi¬ 
trary exercise of jiowcr, oral best but indiflercut to their rulers, 
we should have a flourishing and sutislied population, coiifribiiling 
to the streng'tli and permancy of our empire abroad, by the most 
solid of all supports, the increasing happiness and wealtJi of 
attached subjects. 

Of the natives of India I may he pcrrniticd to add, that they are 
naturally acute and iiilclligciit; and whatever prejudice may say 
to the contrrry, that they possess as much industry as any other 
known people, an industry that never fails to manifest itself^ w'hea 
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it is not kept down l»y tlic overwlielniiiig pressure ot’ arbitrary 
power. They have many and distinguished virtues, with fev\'er vices 
than the long continued despotisuis they have groaned under might 
be admitted to excuse; their patience is exemplary,; and instances 
are numerous of the wannest attachment to those among their 
superiors, wlio practise tlie same virtue towards them. Europeans 
of forbearing dispositions, and whose sense of riglit has induced 
tliem to be Just and patient in their attention to tlie representations 
and wants of the natives, have experienced lliis grateful feeling 
in an eminent degree. With an uncommon share of natural good 
sense, they are easily persuaded by sound reasoning. With little 
or no patriotism, the want of which is the natural coiise<{uence of a 
series of despotic and unstable govermnenis, they have none of 
those predilections for ancient political institutions, which arise 
from a sense of long experienced benelils, and which, in other 
countries, are a bar to reform. If to these considerations of na¬ 
tional character and disposition be added, the submission with 
which the natives of India itavc generally received political changes, 
and some of them of very rigorous operation, we shall need no 
other proof to he convinced of the facility with which they might 
be governed, and of the readiness with which they would accede 
to reforms, calenlated in reality, and in eft'ect, to promote their 
interests and comforts. There is probably no other Iniown 
country where a goveriniient, founded oii these just and benevo¬ 
lent principles, could be so easily introduced, or administered with 
such success. Certainly there is none where, from natural advan¬ 
tages and productions, and from the amialrle character and useful 
virtues of the people, a more inviting lield presents itself, both 
for the exercise of legislative wi.sdom, and of those liner feelings 
of the mind, under whose impulse the philanthropist has, in all 
ages, delighted to promote the happiness and ])rospcrity of his 
fellow-creatures. 

Whether, therefore, we coniine our views to present policy and 
justice, or extend them to future advantages, it is the condition 
of this interesting hut op]tressed people that demands our most 
serious attention—a jieople who, in every general arrangement 
for India, ought to have been first coiiskleretl, yet have ever 
been most neglected—their interests sacrificed to monopoly and 
revenue—and their energies so paralised by arbitrary power, a.s 
to preclmle all rational Jiope of that civil and moral improvement, 
which has exfited so much pious solicitude in this enlightened 
country. 
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Halt' 5. ccnturji’s duration of the British governraeiit in India 
has yet produced no cliaiige, moral or physical, in their state. 
With the exception of the chief coiiunercial towns, where a greater 
freedom, than in other parts, from arbitrary and vexatious re¬ 
straints, plainly proves what the people may become, they are the 
same ind )lent race, with the same iiiditference to external events, 
to which agi s of preceding despotism had debased them. But 
there is no greater error—perhaps no greater presumption— 
than to iscribe factitious effects to the hand of nature. What 
God made after his own image lie saw was good ; and even 
the punishment of fallen man deprived him not of liis natural 
etiergies, for “ Iti the sweat of thy tace shall thou eat bread,” 
was denounced to Adam, and intended to characterise the earthly 
existence of his iiosterity. Jn submission to this sentence, man 
is no where an indolent creature, but from adventitious causes; 
and it is by counteraction of the divine commandment to labour, 
that despotism in all comilries, and among all people, jiroduces 
its most extensive miscliiefs. Whatever false iheorisis, misled by 
superficial observation, may urge oil the natural character of 
native Imlians, 1 hesitate not—confirmed by long experience ■ 
to assert, that tliey are capable of every virtue, and of every ac¬ 
quirement that arloru the human mind ; tliat what tiiey now 
ap|)ear to be is not their nature, but what the caprices and seve¬ 
rities of their rulers have made them; and I lament to add, 
that the habits, which previous despotisms had established, the 
British Government has not yet changed. 
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A. 

Auk AKY—Taxes on spirifuous liquors and intoxicaliii!' drugs. 

Adaulut—Court of .liislice. 

Aiimanee—Laml in tharge of an Ainmi, where Covcrninent re¬ 
ceives its share of the produce in kmd. 

Anna—Sixteenth part of a rupee; also a sixteenth part generally. 

Auniildar—Supeiiiitendant of a district, exeri isiiig civil, military, 
and financial powers. 

Aumlah or Ainlali—Agent, or public officer, the officers of (So- 
verninent collectively. 

Aurung—Place where goods are tnaimfaclurcd. 

\yangada or Ayengaudeahs—-Princijml men or members of a vil¬ 
lage. 'flic e.slab!isbmeiit maintained for conducting its 
public coiR'crus. 

B. 

Banvans—Merclnmts, and mercatilile agents, of the Hanyim cast. 

Hcjutapauls—('ottoii clotiis manufacitired at Surat and elsewliere. 

H igga rees—Porte rs. 

liuz.ir—iVlaikel-placc, 

C. 

Ciuidy—weight wliicli varies in dilferent parts of India. 

A Siual ciuniv O; collon, olAiO maunds, is equal to 7NI Ih. 

.A l ehchery lainly ot pepper 040 lbs. 

(’auoi)goe—All oliiccr, whose only it is to register every tliiiig rc- 
laliiig 10 laiKi itveiiiies, tenures of laiul, local customs, Ac. 
ami to decide ihereon ill disputed cases. 
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ClnHots—A cotton clotli inanuCacturetl at Surat ami elsewhcic. 
Ciri ar—An e xtent of country, consislin» of hevtnal diucklas, q. v. 

Often used to express the Government itsell. 

Ciriar l.uiils—Government lands, claimed as tlie (ioverninent 
I ■'lit, or pio]jerty. 

Cliiickla—A district consisting of several I’urguinias, q. v. 

Cuinuni —Accountant and general register ol a village. 

Cntchei'—I’nhlie otlice, where the revenues are paid, and other 
easiness regarding them Iransai ted. 

Ciqipaiij—Unclcaned cotton, 

( lii rkah—A machine for cleaning cotton. 


D. 

Dandees—lioalnien. 

Dei o it ,s-- ■• (i a iig roll hers. 

Ucidiave or Desliov—lleadinan of a district; an olheer cone- 
spomiing with Zemindar, q. v. hut more ancient. 

Deslimo >k—Same as Deshaye. 

l)e.-.paiideah--An ollice.r corresponding with Canongiie, q. v. 

Deavannee—Oiiicc or jurisdiction of a Dewan, by which title the 
Ikist India Company arc Receivers General in perpetuilc 
( f the leveiiues of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, under a 
grant from the Great Mogul. 

F. 

Fauam-- - A gold coin in Malabar, of wliieh 3 j make one Rupee. 

Faiiam -■ A sdver coin, 42 make a Star I’agoda. 

Fu.slie—'Flic harvest year ; and therefore used in India in Revenue 
1 ccomils. The aera commences 6<)3 years later than the 
(liristian. 


G. 

Garce.— A dry nicasnre at Madras of 300,000 cubic inches. When 
gyain is sold by weight, tl,2jtd lb. are allowed to a garce. 
Gr.issias—Ancient proprietors of land in Guxerat. 

Gerajat—A man whose duty is to guard crops. 

Goud o ,' Gour—Head man of a village. 



21B glossary op inoian terms. 

n. 

Ilavclly Lands—At Madras, lands the assumed right an<l property 
of Government, and under its immediate management, 
llircarrah—A messenger; also employed to procure intelligence. 

J. 

Jotislice or Joslieo—Astrologer. 

Jummabuudy—Settlement of ilic total revenue of the year. A 
written statement of the same. 

Javabnavecs—A writer, clerk. 

K. 

Khetlries—'I’lic second Hindoo cast. At Surat a class of manu¬ 
facturers of piece-goorls go by tins name. 

Knimee.s—A cast of weavers at Sural. 

L. 

Lac—One hundred thousand. 

Lascars—Indian sailors, 

IM. 

Maund—A weight which varies in tliflorent parl.s of India. 

The Bengal Buzar maund is 8211). 

The Teliehery maund of pepper 32 ib. 

A maund of Surat rotion, 37,-]- lb. 

Meerassadar—Hereditary occupant, or proprietor of land. 

Meyer—A species of elotli mainifactuied at Surat. 

Meetali—A writer or clerk. 

Minedars.- Labourers in the .stilt works in Bengal, under the Mo- 
Inngces, q. v, 

Molnngee—Manufacturer of salt. 

Moeaut—-'Lax on goods, shops, and persons collected in the city 
of Surtit, 

Mokiuldiiu—Head man, or cidtivator of a village. 

Monigar—Surveyor, nuintigcr. 

Moolahdar—The holder of a Moolah, i. t. farm or estate. A 
[lerson on whom the Zemindary (q. v.) rights of a Mootah 
are conferred by the Government, under the conditions of 
a perpetual Seltkuneut, 
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Moot-. iidary oi- Mnotahsazy—Relating to a Mootah or Mootahdar. 
Mundil—Slime as Mokuddim, q. v. 


N. 

Naiincaur—-Special grants of laiul, 

Neceaiiees -Naiiie o" a cloth inanulactuvcd at Surat and else¬ 
where. 

Naat (iorn, or Nautain Kar—Head man, or cultivator of a village. 
Neerguntee —Distrihutor of water for irrigation. 

Nunja—Wet laiul, and therefore fit for cultivation office, used in 
contradistinction to I’uiija, q. v. 

P. 

Paddy Laii'Is—Rice lands. 

Peslicar—(iiiicf agent, inantigcr, or a.s.sistant. 

Palea rV—.“X wa t In nari. 

Pausbiiun— Tin same as Paleary, 

Peon—.\n nfenor otlicci einiiioycd in revenue, commercial, police, 
and judi-ial dulio.s, sonielinies armed. 

Pliooraa—Once the Nabob’s custom-house at Surat. 

Punja or Poonja—Lands for the culUire of dry grains, i. e, grain 
not requiring artilicial irrigation. 

Purgu'inali —A district, consisting of several villages. 

Polygar—(. hief of a dislriet, generally a military chieftain. 

Potce -Walchn an. 

Pnttiel or I'ofai!—Head man of a village. 

Pniwaiee—A register, the same as Shamboguc and Cnrnnm, q. v. 
Pagoda-Star—A coin valued at eight shillings in the Company’s 
acet Hilts. 

Accounts at Rtadras are kept in pagodas, fanams, and 
cash. 

One pagoda, tii fanams. 

One liiiiani, .SO cash. 


R. 

Rea—A coin of account, of which <100 go to one rupee. 
Rupee — A coin of diflerent value in different parts of India, 
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Ikiigal sicca rupee, valued in the Company’s s. d. 


uccuiints. '2 () 

Ditto, current rupee, ditto, ditto.... 2 0 

Bombay rupee, ditto, ditto. ‘2 :5 


Accouut.s in Bengal are kept in current rupees, annas, and 
pice. 

One curiout rupee, 16 annas. 

One anna . . .12 pice. 

Bombay accounts are Kept in rui)ee.s, quarters, rcas. 

One Bombay rupee, 4 quarters. 

One quarter . 100 reas. 

Byol—Cultivator, or tenant of land. Peasant, subject. 

S. 

Sayer—Inland customs. 

Scliulwar—A walclimau. 

Sbambogue—A village-acianinSant, so termed in the south of India. 
Sircar, same as circar, q. v. 

Sirdar—Chieftain, captain. 

Sotuntrum—Land free of rent. 

Soubah—Grand division of a coniilry, vvliieh is again divided into 
circars, (Jiuklas, purgunnalis, q. v. and villages. 

Syrang or Sevang—A captain of Lascars, tj. v. 

Sornadayeiu—Kent receivable in moiu>y, not in kind. 


' 1 '. 

'I'alook—A district. 

q’indal—An otlicer over Lascars, but inferior to the Syrang. 
Thassildar or Tehsildar—Native eollector of revenue under an 
European or Zemindar. 


W. 

Wadeyar—ftluch tlie same as Polygar. 
Wuckarias or Bukbarias—Cotton eleaners. 


Z. 

Zemindar—“ Landlioltier, laud-keejier, an otiicer w ho, under tlie 
“ Maliommtilan Goveruinent, was cliargeii witii tlic super- 
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“ iiili-n<(ence of the lands of a district, tinancially eoiisi- 
“ dered, the protection of the cijhivators, and the real'za. 
“ I on of the Government share of its produce, either in 
“ money or kind; out of whicli lie was allowed a eoni- 
“ mission, amouiitin" to about lOjiereenl. and occasionally 
“ a .special |i;rant of the Goveninieiit’s share of the produce 
“ of the laud of a certain number ot villages for his .suh- 
“ .s slencc, called Nauiicanr. 'I'he appointment was onca, 
“ siorially renewed, and as it was generally continued in 
“ the same person, so long as he conducted himself to the 
“ satisfaction of the ruling [lower, and even continued to 
“ his heirs; so in process of time, and through the decay 
” of (hat power, and the confusion which ensued, heredi- 
“ tary right (at best |)re.scriplive) was claimed anrl tacitly 
“ acknowledged, till at length (he Zemindars of Bengal 
“ ii [larticular, from being the mere su|ierintcndants of the 
“ li iid, have been declared the hereditary [iroprietors of 
“ tlie sod; and the before fluctuating dues of Government 
“ h ivc, under a [lermanent settlement, been unalterably 
“ ti ted in perpetuity.’' 

G/oss. Fifth Report. 

Zillah District- -Division of a country, liaving reference to per¬ 
sonal jurisdiction. 



ERRATA. PART I. 

The paragraph in page 4;> - licgiiinin" with the words “ Need I appeal,” 
is misplaeed in printing. It slionld have followed in page 48, the, paragraph 
eonehiding with the words—“ Trade would ereale,” 

P.ige 80, Ihie JO, from huttorn, for “ stand,s” read stand. 

88. Ill note, tor “ Furckoi’s” reail j'mlhcr. 


ERRATA. PAK'l' II. 

I’agc t5, line r, froni the bottom, for“ wltnlc" read “ farmer." 

Sfj, ... 3, . ditto. dele “ t/nri'iy." 

-'8, ... 6,.ditto. for “ ohsiiTiiWe wiosi" read most obserr- 

able. 



ERRATA. PART III. 

164. After tlie. figures l.),.189,;)75, the star of reference to the note 
fs omitted. 

107. Line 17, from the top, after the figures 073,403, the star of 
reference to the note is oinilted; and in the note for 
“ Appendix 2.3,” read Appendix 22. N. U. The page 
12 and Appendix 23 of the l-'oiirlh Report may be re¬ 
ferred to for the sum next mentioned, under rcinark 6, 
page Kill. 

173. Last line hot one, for “X..i,076,01o” read “ of.S,©78,013. 

17.». Second line from top, for “ page 11” read page 16.3. 

- Line 1 9 from the top, dole ruled line and addition. 

177. Line 11 from the bottom, for “ page 8” read page 162. 

180. First line after the word “result," the markf of reference 
to the note is omitted. 

Ill note at the bottom of the page, dele “ fide teller 
C annexed." 

182. In note, drde tbe word.s “ also the account of Extruvi'diiiaru 
I'umls in Appendix 26, Third Report." 

190, In note, for ” page 20” read page 10. 
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S'! .A'I'ImVUvN’J', .sliciwiiig ffrnfiriilly tliR Cansfis to which the Altera- 
:iori of till lialafiee in India, as [Kn- A|i()Cfiitix Mo. 2, is presumcfl 
!o 1 ) 1 ' imiia'iliately attrihutahlo. 


A ;)l)(!n li.\, 
No. 11. 
No, J2. 
No. 

Vo. ) 7, 

No. i8. 

Vo. 19. 
•Vo. ''2. 

No. 2.1. 

Vo, 26. 


1 lu roiiso ol Uoht.s. £.20,906,1.04 

lnon'.'t.so ol' A.Shots. 8,298,060 


Dilhronce.£. 


r''.\ces.s ol' polilieul cliaiaes in India. 

' 'oiiiinereial cliarge.s not lulilod lo the invoiec-s. 
Vdvances tor siipijty of Kn^ilanil in oxoe.s.s of 

i'ecei|ils’.... 

Advaiioe.son iioc.oiiatoftiey loo and the F.astcrn 
[.stands, not iiiehided in the Indian diaries. 
Oaynient to jnivale. eri'ditois ))f the Nahoh of 

A root. 

Ditto, of llio Rajah of 'I'anjore...... 

[jo.ss on reiniltances ami ciiiisigiinients from 

' iiort (o port ini mlia...I 

IiOSse,s at ih< several I’lesiileneies, not included 

I in Ihi' charges...... 

il’iirehase of ilead stoi'k in India... .. 


12,006,528 


6,078,015 

2,910,279 

276,926 

1,661,:M5 

1,058,953 

64,044 

873,493 

401,428 

200,000 


£. 


12,590,.393 













